No Savior Except Me





Hosea 12:1-16


Key Verse 12:4





1.	Read verses 1-3. What had once been Ephraim’s status among the nations? Who, among the Israelites, best exemplified this? (cf. Num. 13:8) Why had they once commanded such awesome respect? (cf. Gen. 35:5) Why did they lose their position of honor? What does it mean that they “died”? (Cf. 1Pet. 1:24) 





2.	Read verse 4. What commandment had they violated when they turned their hearts away from God? What is the significance of the word “Savior” which God supplements the first commandment with? What is the seriousness of such a sin? 





3.	Read verses 4-6. How had God been their true “Savior” throughout history? What should they have realized about God? (cf. Deut. 8:3,4) How should they have lived? (cf. Mtt. 6:33; Col. 3:2) What destiny awaits those who do not acknowledge God as their true Savior? (7-9; Rom. 5:10; Rom. 1:18-22) 





4.	Read verses 9-11. Why did God’s people invite God’s great anger against them? In what way had they betrayed God? What had been the situation of their humanly elected “saviors” all along? Why had God “given” them rulers, and then “taken” them away? Had they learned anything through that? Why? 





5.	Read verses 12-13. What has Ephraim stored up for himself which God had kept on record? How is this uncharacteristic of God? (cf. Ps. 32:2) On the other hand, how is it a fearful reality? According to verse 13, what sin had they been guilty of? How is this characteristic of most people in the world? 





6.	Read verses 14-16. What will eventually lead God’s rebellious people to seek God, their true Savior? What did God see as the enemy which stumbles his enemies? How will God defeat this enemy? How will this event bring salvation to his people enslaved by the power of sin? Why is this the hope of all mankind? (1Cor. 15:55-57) 
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