They Have Rejected What is Good





Hosea 8:1-14


Key Verse 8:12





1.	Read verse 1. What did God want the prophet to proclaim? Who does the “eagle” represent? Why might such a thing be considered as an abomination in the sight of God? In what sense were they to blame for this? 





2.	Read verses 2-4. Why did God reject their faith and prayer? In what way had they been hypocritical in their relationship with him? (3) What was the “good” they had rejected? (Mk 10:18; Ps 19:7-10; Rom. 2:6-9) What was the evidence of this? (4)





3.	Read verses 5-6. What did God’s word require of them time and again? How should they have demonstrated genuine faith? What similar teaching had Jesus also given? (Lk 6:46) What kind of faith does God accept? Why were they so unwilling to give up their idols? 





4.	Read verses 7-10. What metaphore does God use for those who worship the glittering idols of this world and chase after them? What unexpected results do they reap? What had God’s people given up for the false promise of a “better” and “more secure” life? (1 Pet 2:9) What had they reaped in exchange? (8) What is the tragedy in this? (8-10; ref. Mtt. 16:26) 





5.	Read verses 11-14. When God’s people exchanged their glory for glittering idols, what happened to their worship altars? Why was this inevitable? (12) What is the result of following God in one’s own way rather than in the way prescribed in the Bible? Its consequences? What must God’s people do in order to please God? (14) 
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