I Bought Her





Hosea 3:1-5


Key Verse 3:1





1.	According to verse 1, what do you surmise that Gomer had done? What had been prescribed by the law regarding  such a transgression? (Deut.22:22) What might have been the reason for such a harsh sentence? 





2.	How might Gomer’s actions have affected Hosea? On the other hand, what did God command him to do? What, in God’s command, might particularly present a greater challenge to Hosea? What did Hosea have to overcome in order to obey God? 





3.	With what kind of love was Hosea commanded to love his renegade wife? What kind of love does God expect Hosea to show? How does God’s command reflect God’s heart? 





4.	What does verse 2 tell us about Gomer’s predicament? How might she have gone from a free woman to becoming a slave? What does this reveal about the deceitfulness of sin? Its consequences? Describe Gomer’s suffering during her time in slavery? (4; [Verse 4 describes Israel’s future suffering in slavery as a result of her sin of unfaithfulness to God])








5.	How did Hosea respond to God’s command? (2) What does this suggest about Hosea? (Acts 13:22) [A Homer and a lethek of barley sold for about 15 shekels of silver. Thus, the price Hosea paid to redeem his wife Gomer from slavery was about 30 shekels of silver, the going price for a slave (Ex.21:7,32).] What does this also suggest about Hosea? What can we learn from him? 





6.	Read verse 3. How would you describe Hosea’s attitude towards his wife upon her return home? Read verse 5. What had Gomer’s attitude been? [Verse 5 describes Israel’s attitude after her period of painful slavery and estrangement from God.] Based on this verse, elaborate on the meaning of true repentance. Why does God’s grace of redemption warrant such an attitude? 





7.	Read verse 3 again. What words of grace and comfort did Hosea offer his wife Gomer? What do the words “live with” suggest? What words of counsel did Hosea offer Gomer? What decision of faith must she make in order to secure her undeserved  blessings? What similar hopes and expecta
