Break Up Your Unplowed Ground





Hosea 10:1-15


Key Verse 10:12





1.	Read verse 1. How does God describe Israel? (1a) Why is this description most appropriate for God’s people in any given generation? What was God’s purpose in making his people a spreading vine? (Isa. 5:1,2,7) 





2.	Read verse 1 again. How did Israel fulfill its purpose in God? On the other hand, how did it fail its responsibility towards him? What usually causes God’s people to evade their responsibilities towards God? (2a) At what cost? (2b; John 15:2,6) 


 


3.	Read verse 3. When God’s people begin to suffer the consequences of their own sins, what would be their testimony? What was the true source of all their troubles? However, what did they view as the source of their troubles? In what way were they right, and in what way were they wrong? 





4.	Read verse 3 again. Biblically, how might their view of things be characterized? Why and how is such a view so dangerous?  





5.	Read verses 4-9. How does fatalism affect people’s relationships with one another? (4) Their relationship with God? (5) How does it affect people on a more personal level? (6) What is the inevitable tragedy of fatalism on the human soul? (8) What is its strategy of deception? (9) 





6.	What is God ready to do when his people get stuck in fatalism? (10,11) What does God advise as a “better” solution to spiritual recovery than his “emergency intercession”? (12) Why is this necessary? (ref. Luke 3:8) In what way might this be difficult for some to do? (13) On the other hand, why is it imperative? (14,15) 
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