Israel Has Rejected What is Good





Hosea 8:1-14


Key Verse 8:3a





“But Israel has rejected what is good.”





	In the last chapter, God spoke about the obsession his people had with the passions of sin. He had healed the wounds inflicted on their souls and on their hearts by sin. He had restored them to himself after they had become strangers to him on many occasions. But God grieved that when they did not hold on to his blessings, sin had found its way back into their lives time and again. God explained to them that they cannot entertain sin in their lives and expect no dire consequences. God made it clear that entertaining their sinful passion was like fanning embers into flame, whereby the fires of sin would soon consume them. Then God lamented that his people had become so delirious, standing amidst the fire, that none of them had enough sense left to call on him for help. It was time for them to learn the deceitfulness of the flames of the sin they were enjoying. It was time to experience desolation, because when the passions of sin that fueled their fire ran out, the fire would have destroyed their lives. In  that situation, they might consider calling on God for help. God eagerly wanted his people to call on him for help so that he might help them put out the fire before it had consumed them. But they were so enraptured by the burning passions of their sins, that they could not even see the hand of God’s mercy outstretched to redeem them. In their condition they rejected God’s salvation and became God’s enemies.





	In this chapter, God explains how it came to be that those who once had been his very own people, had now become his enemies, and how that had led to their destruction. The whole chapter centers around the single theme of what happens when the people of God reject the word of God in the Bible, and chase after their own worldly pleasures, hopes and dreams. Such people usually think that they are investing in their worldly comfort and security. They usually think that the profits from such investment would gain them happiness and prosperity. But in reality, God says that investing in the world’s glitter is like investing in the “wind”. God assures them that they would not gain the happiness and prosperity they bargained for, but that they rather would gain the “whirlwind”, which sweeps them away to destruction. Still they were no longer listening to the voice of God. For if they had enough sense to listen, they would know for certain that there is nothing worth investing in in this world other than in God and in his life giving words. In this chapter, God teaches us what happens when the people of God ignore the word of God and start listening instead to the voices of the glittering idols of the world calling them to follow. 





	Read verse 1. “Put the trumpet to your lips! An eagle is over the house of the Lord because the people have broken my covenant and rebelled against my law.” God asked the prophet Hosea to proclaim a most disturbing news, that the eagle would finally land over the house of the Lord and devour all that is in it.  The “eagle” was none other than the godless nation of Assyria whom the people of God had befriended and trusted to be their protector. The people of God had never imagined that their ally Assyria would betray their friendship and descend on them as an eagle descends of his prey. Therefore, the voice of the prophet sounded as the voice of a madman babbling foolishness in their ears. But whether they believed the words of God or not would not change what was to happen. The eagle was due to descend on the house of the Lord. He would soon arrive at their doorstep, break into their house, and ravage all who dwell within, indiscriminately. In a sense they were like foolish children who trust a kindly stranger and let him into their house only to discover that he was a  robber. God had warned his children, safe in his own house, to trust only God, and to listen only to God’s voice, to open the door to no one but God. But they could not resist the sweet and seductive voice of Assyria, calling them to open the door.





	When the eagle in disguise came to their door dressed up as a friend, promising all the comforts and securities and freedom of a powerful ally, they first hesitated. They were like the feeble-witted teenager who stops to consider his evil friend’s invitation to experiment with the forbidden things of the night, against his parents’ rules to stay home and to study. The spacey teenager then opens wide the door to his friend who entices him with stories of lust and of pleasure. Finally, he leads him out into the night where he is devoured by vultures who wait to feed on all the guilt and shame of his sins. It was the same with the people of God. They could not resist the sweet voice of their friend Assyria promising that their many worldly gains would outweigh all the vague treasures God had in store for them. Finally, they were lured by Assyria who sold them sinful pleasures they were unable to pay for. Once their resources were gone, their friend Assyria did not help them to rebuild their shattered lives. Instead, Assyria would take off the mask of friendship and put on the mask of an enemy ready to collect what is owed with a whip. 





	God’s people had been living in God’s house. In the “House of the Lord”, there were no glittering things such as the world has. In God’s house, there were rules and regulations unlike the freedom which the world seemed to enjoy. Among the household of God, there were no opportunity for exciting and reckless adventures as in the world. But in God’s house, there was always a feeling of warmth and of security. And in God’s house there was always a genuine love and friendship, concern and support from God and from God’s family. And in God’s house was always echoing beautiful words of faith and of love, words of encouragement and of wisdom, spoken in every corner of the house at all hours of the day and night. The people of God who lived in the “House of the Lord” had enjoyed these blessings for a long time. But now they had looked somewhere else. They had looked to the world outside where things seem to grow ever more attractive and entertaining.





	 According to verse 1, the people of God, who had enjoyed all the blessings of God’s house, had now listened to the worldly voices above the voice of God. In doing so, they had broken their covenant with God. They had rebelled against the words of God which had sustained them over the years and had shielded them from the dangers of the world around them. When they had followed the voices of the world which called to them, they thought that they could commute every day back and forth to the safety of their home. They thought they could enjoy both the warmth of the house of God and the pleasures of the world outside. They did not know that they had broken the covenant. They did not know that they had forfeited all their privileges, and that the house of God they took safety was no longer safe, that it was now open to all the enemies that are about. They did not know why they were so suddenly experiencing feelings of anxiety and fear even in God’s house. But the eagle now was given the freedom to come and go from God’s household and to pluck any of them he wanted. In the end, he would carry all of them off to his nest for his children to feed on. It is not a pretty picture! But we cannot ignore the truth that when the children of God trust voices that are not from God, and follow them, they are bound to suffer all the dangers that the strange voices hold for them. 





	Read verses  2,3. “Israel cries out to me, ‘O our God, we acknowledge you!’ But Israel has rejected what is good; an enemy will pursue him.” When the people of God realized that the friend, Assyria, was in fact an enemy in disguise, they were terrified and cried out to God. Their confession of God was their pleaded for him to protect them and to let them back into the safety of his house. But God did not accept their prayers. God could not accept their prayers at this time because they had rejected what is good. Often, people cannot see the good which stares them in the face, and they walk away from it. A woman cannot see the blessing she has all around her, her beautiful children, her loving friends who would do anything to help her and to bless her, and she is bitter at her life and at the world and at God. Another woman cannot see the good which is all around her in God’s house, and she yearns to escape to the world where she believes adventure, success and renown await her. Every day people reject the good all around them in the house of God. It was the same with the people of God in Hosea’s time. It was good that they were a people singled out and precious to God. It was good that they had moral standards by which they could live above the animal level and soar like noble human beings in a crazy world. It was good that they had very little worldly wealth which shielded them from material corruption, and it was good that instead they had a great deal of spiritual wealth which God had given them to share with the world. It was good that their children did not grow up to know corruption from the age of seven, but at the age of 18 they were still pure in heart and respectful to their parents. It was good that they had to struggle with the living word of God which matured them and blessed them to be the wisest people on earth. It was good that they never considered such things as suing each other and divorcing each other and exacting vengeance on each other, and it was good that they were taught to love and to forgive rather than to get even. Good was all around them. But soon, the good seemed dull and uneventful and unproductive. When evil came knocking on their door, evil seemed more reasonable. So, they decided that the “good” was outdated and went after what seemed to them as “new and improved”. When they embraced it they soon became its slaves. Now when they needed God, they wanted him to help them, but they did not want him to interfere with their new lifestyle and new ways. (4-6) For this reason, God did not accept their prayers. They needed to give up their own ways, and return to the good way God had laid down for them in the Bible. 





	Look at verse 7a. “They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind.” What does it mean? It means that God’s people had put aside the good which God had given them and went chasing after the wind. Once they sowed the word of God in their hearts. Once they planted every word that came from God in their hearts and it bore fruit for them. If God had said, “mercy”, then they sowed the seeds of mercy among each other and they reaped a beautiful harvest of forgiveness and healing. If God had said, “live poorly and purely” or “have faith”, then they would sow the seeds of simple life and plant the beautiful seedlings of faith among each other. But now, they no longer were planting the seeds of God’s words in their hearts, but they were imitating Assyria and the people of the world who sowed seeds of comfort and worldly security and seeds of sinful pleasure. Now they went chasing after the sparkling glitter of the world which promised them prosperity and undying pleasure. But God describes their effort as one chasing after the wind. When men chase after the things of the world, they are chasing after the wind. The wind is elusive and deceptive, now here and now there, now strong and now weak, now here and now gone. Yet people chase after it. God tells us that even if his people were able to capture the wind, and sow it, what they reap is totally different from what they expect. They reap the whirlwind. Suppose a man is tired of his wife and goes out chasing after another. Even if he catches another, and sows the seeds of love and affection, he thinks he will reap happiness. But he does not. He reaps the whirlwind. He reaps disaster. He gains the pleasure of another woman, but he also gains the distrust of his children, the hatred of his old wife, and the nagging sensation that if he could be unfaithful once, he could be unfaithful twice and three times. Most of all, he loses the integrity of his own soul. Young men want to capture the wind, but even if they did, they reap corruption which they will forever try to cleanse their hearts from. It is futile to chase the wind. Rather we must chase after the goodness which we find in the word of God, and try to sow it instead in our hearts. Likewise, when Israel sowed the wind, thinking that they would gain glory, they lost the best thing in their lives. They lost their identity as God’s own children, and they became like a worthless thing. (8-10)





	Look at verses 11-14. In these verses God laments that while his people still go to the temple to worship, they worship the wrong god. While they hold their religious services, they are more an abomination to God rather than a service. Read verse 12. “I wrote for them the many things of my law, but they regarded them as something alien.” When they rejected what is good, even the word of God in the Bible looked to them like a foreign language. Once the word of God was the word of their beloved Father and God. Now it had become like the sayings of a harsh and demanding tyrant who wants to enslave them with his rules and regulations. There are many people who view the word of God as a noose around their neck, and so they avoid it. But when they avoid it, they run the danger of forgetting God and in doing so, they lose everything good in their lives. We must learn something very important from this lesson, that God has given us what is good, and has sheltered us in his word and in his house. We must regard them as good and sing for joy that God has lavished what is good on us. Most of all we must thank God for giving us the best good there is in life and in the word, our Lord Jesus Christ who gave his life for us to set us free from sin and to bless us with all the blessings that are in him. That is the good we must hold on to day after day. Amen. 
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