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When The Lord Began To Speaks Through Hosea

Hosea 1:1-11

Key Verse 1:2

When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, “Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the Lord.”


The Book of Hosea which we are about to study is the first of the 12 Books in the Bible classified as the “minor prophets”. Hosea came after the kingdom of Israel was divided into two kingdoms, the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah. Hosea’s prophetic office lasted nearly 40 years, and spanned the reigns of 7 kings of both kingdoms, 4 of whom were assassinated. But he directed his prophecy mainly towards the Northern Kingdom of Israel, which he calls Ephraim. It was a time when the northern kingdom of Israel was spiraling downward into spiritual and moral decadence. Their first fatal error was caused by the defector and later first king of northern Israel, Jeroboam I. At the time of the division of the kingdoms, Jeroboam was not happy to only defect from his king in Judah, but he also wanted to make sure that a future reunion would be impossible. He realized that the people of northern Israel would continue to have ties with the south as long as the people in the new northern kingdom made their pilgrimage south to worship God in his temple in Jerusalem. So, Jeroboam I set up two calf idols in two of his northern cities for the people to worship. In that way, all ties with the southern kingdom were severed. And consequently, any ties the northern people of Israel had with their God were also severed. 


This action on the part of Jeroboam was so destructive to the spiritual health of the northern nation and its people that they never recovered from its effects. Thus, the sin of Jeroboam became the kingdom’s and the people’s worst bane and led them to their final destruction in the year 722-21 BC. God never forgot this sin of deliberate idol worship that robbed him of all his people in Northern Israel. It grieved him and broke his heart that his people had become unfaithful to him as a wife cheats on her husband. At the same time God did not turn his back on them either. He sent them prophet after prophet to speak sense to them, to turn them from their sins, and to bring them back to himself. Hosea was one of these prophets God used in his broken heart to bring his people back to himself. Hosea’s calling and his life as a prophet for the people were exceptionally unique. God wanted to Hosea to be a living example of God’s relentless faithfulness to his unfaithful wife Israel. But what God asked Hosea to do was not easy. In order to demonstrate God’s unending love, and to exercise God’s great faithfulness to his unfaithful people, Hosea had to marry a lewd woman with obscene desires. She would reflect the people’s sin against God, and in turn, Hosea had to reflect God’s faithfulness and long suffering patience with his people. In that sense, Hosea would nurse a broken heart for his wife all his life, while on the other hand, his wife would continue to nurse her sinful desires. But it was Hosea’s calling and mission from God and he fulfilled it with the grace and courage of a faithful servant of God. 


While the whole book of Hosea demonstrates God’s love betrayed by his people, and his continued faithfulness to them, we cannot ignore the instrument which God used to demonstrate this kind of love and faithfulness to his people. God used Hosea and his family to be a living message and testimony of God’s broken heart. In that sense, then, Hosea not only fulfilled God’s purpose in his own life, but also obeyed and fulfilled God’s original purpose for marriage and the family. Of all Bible passages depicting the critical role of marriage and of family in the work of God, there is no story equal to that of Hosea and of his family. The wife and the family God gave to Hosea may seem less than ideal to the unspiritual mind. But to the spiritual mind, the family God ordained for the prophet was blessed, because it was precisely the instrument God needed at the time to speak his message, to reveal his heart and to do his work of salvation in the world. We stand amazed at the love and faithfulness this book reveals of our Holy God. But we are exceedingly  grateful as well for Hosea, the man of faith, who offered his marriage and his family to be used by God in whichever way God may choose to fulfill his purpose and to do his work in the world. 


In the beginning God created the family for himself. He blessed and ordained marriage also for himself that it might serve God’s purpose and do God’s work in the world. The secular world rejects this truth. The religious world scoffs at this truth. The Christian world compromises this truth. But God had certainly not changed his view of marriage and of the family regardless of the passing of time. Today God still calls many Hoseas to offer their marriages and their families to God to be used as the instruments of God’s salvation work in the world. As we study the book of Hosea, may God teach us the broken heart of God for his sinful people. And may God equip us with the faith, courage and readiness needed to  surrender our marriage and our family and our children to be used by God for his redemptive work. 


Read verses 1-2. “The word of the Lord that came to Hosea son of Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel: When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, ‘Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the Lord.’” These verses tell us about Hosea’s calling and commissioning as a prophet. They also tell us about God’s people’s sin against God. Israel had been a nobody living on the streets in filth and eating the scraps she had earned from selling herself to others. Considering who she had been and what she had done, she was worthy of nothing but obscurity and death. But her Husband God had found her and had embraced her and had made her his bride, lavishing her with everything she had needed to become the queen she did not deserve to be. Once, they had been grateful. Once, they had been with him as a faithful wife is with her precious husband. Once, they had been satisfied to receive their Husband God’s love and to return it. Once, their Husband God was the most precious and kind and the fairest of Husband in the world with no equal. But now in her pride, and in her new found life, her Husband had fallen from her eyes. God’s love was no longer enough to quench her thirst for love. Now he no longer looked fair and honest. He appeared to be too rigid and harsh, and his virtue of faithfulness seemed more like a confinement. So they had looked elsewhere for a younger husband devoid of moral restrictions. And they had found many such husbands who were willing to exchange love with no strings attached. In fact they had found other husbands willing to sign contracts for short-term marriages with them. Somehow the prospect of a short-term marriage seemed appealing because it lacked the restraints of commitment. So, in the dark of the night, she left home and her Husband and eloped with one husband then another and another. But Israel’s departing from God was not a human right nor an ordinary divorce. In fact, their departing from the Lord their God was a grievous crime of betrayal. She had betrayed her Husband’s love and his trust and his great faithfulness to her. And she had betrayed him for no reason other than to satisfy her sinful desires. In that way, she had sinned against her Husband. 


Her Husband God was then grieved that his bride, whom he had redeemed from the sewers of life had forgotten his favor on her and in her pride had scorned his love and had ran off to the arms of another. In his frustration and anger he could have taken leave of his senses and gone off to kill her. But instead he wanted to speak with her in order to bring her to his senses and to draw her back to himself. Remarkably, her Husband God wanted to send her a message with a trustworthy messenger to remind her of her Husband’s love for her and his long suffering patience. Most often, when God looked for a messenger to speak to his people, God looked for no more than a courageous man of faith to contain and to uphold God’s words to the people. Most often, God needed no more than the prophet’s voice to deliver his message to the people. But this time, God needed more than the voice of a prophet. What kind of man did God need? God needed a man to act out the message of God, because his bride had gone deaf and no longer listened to God nor to prophet.


What was the living message God wanted him give to his people? Look at verse 2 again. “When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, ‘Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the Lord.’” God called Hosea and commissioned him to take for himself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness. In other words, God called Hosea to marry a woman whose life with him would be marked by adultery and betrayal and by many shameful acts of immorality. God commanded him to take such a woman for a wife and to embrace the fatherless children of her lovers. What an impossible command God gave this man Hosea! Why did God ask this man to degrade himself like this? Why did God expect of him to embrace a woman of questionable character and her would be children of adultery? Why did God burden Hosea with a mission that was sure to make his life miserable and the object of all men’s scorn? What kind of seemingly cruel direction was this for a Holy man of God? The answers to these questions is “because the land was guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the Lord”. They had departed from God. They had dishonored their Husband God. They had humiliated Almighty God in eyes of his enemies who had brazenly lured God’s bride to a dark alley, seized her for their own pleasure, exchanged love with her for  a small fee and had passed her around from one to another. She had betrayed everything her Husband had done for her. But she was too blind to see the extent of her sin against her Husband. For this reason, God needed to show his wayward people a motion picture which illustrates what they had done. God hoped that they would be appalled at Gomer’s actions and moved by Hosea’s faithfulness to her. God also hoped that they recognize their own story through the prophet’s circumstances, repent and return to God. 


God wanted to use Hosea’s life and his family as a living message for the people. God was broken hearted over his people’s unfaithfulness to him. But there was no way to express his broken heart to a blind and deaf people. God needed a man to act out God’s broken heart. He needed Hosea. He needed Hosea’s marriage. He needed Hosea’s family. He needed Hosea’s wife and his children and Hosea’s broken heart to serve God’s purpose. Most of all, God needed Hosea’s obedience and his willingness to share in God’s broken heart. The precious God was broken hearted over his adulterous people. But the precious God also needed a willing servant to share his broken heart for the people. The precious God needed a willing servant to demonstrate God’s love and faithfulness towards them. So, the precious God asked his beloved servant Hosea to play the role of the broken hearted husband whose love for his bride must reflect God’s unreasonable love for his people. Often God’s grace to his faithful servants is costly, demanding sacrifice on the part of his servants. But God’s costly grace is always accompanied by God’s promise of fruitful victories in return. 


Still, the question of how could God ask such a thing of his faithful prophet is perplexing. But God could make such a demand of Hosea because God is the Lord of marriage and of the family. God could ask of Hosea to do such a thing because his marriage and his family belonged to God. God created marriage and the family not for man’s pleasure, but for God’s purpose to serve the work of God. Most people think that marriage was created for man’s pleasure, and the family was designed to fulfill man’s needs. But the truth is that God created marriage and the family to cowork with God and to serve God’s world redemptive purpose. When God asked Hosea to marry an immoral woman, God fully understood that it was a difficult thing for a holy man to do. At the same time, God also understood that Hosea’s marriage was meant to honor God. When God asked him to take the children she would bear as his own children, God understood that it was a most difficult thing for the Holy man of God. But at the same time, God also understood that Hosea must be an unconditional shepherd who could embrace all kinds of people as God had embraces them. God understood that Hosea must also view his family not for his pleasure nor for his selfish purpose, but as an instrument to honor God. Most people would shrink back from such a thing. But God’s original purpose never changed. God’s children must marry and offer their marriage and their family for the glory of God and for his purpose alone. God’s purpose for Hosea was drastic and his family was seemingly tragic. His family was called to be used by God in a most painful way. But regardless of how God wants to use our marriage and our family, for better or for worse, for bitter or for sweet, we must remember that God had ordained it for himself that it might serve his own purposes. Such a family might be considered blessed or not so blessed. But when it is used by God, it is certainly blessed, and more certainly victorious.


How did Hosea answer God’s call to offer his marriage and his family to the work of God? Read verse 3. “So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.” Hosea’s response was much the same as the man of God Abraham’s, who obeyed the Lord under impossible circumstances. (Genesis 12:4) Hosea married Gomer, whose future God had predicted to fill the prophet’s life with heartbreaks. How could Hosea obey God like this? Hosea could obey God’s direction to marry Gomer by faith, because he believed that his life was not his own, that his life belonged to God, to do with as God sees fit. He could obey God because he believed that a servant of God must offer his marriage to God to be used by God. He could marry Gomer because he believed that God wanted to work in and through him and his family to bring God’s salvation to many people lost in sin. How precious was Hosea who offered his marriage and his wife and his future family to the work of God, even when the work of God was to bring the message of God’s broken heart to a fallen people. 


Read verses 4-9. “Then the Lord said to Hosea, ‘Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. In that day I will break Israel’s bow in the Valley of Jezreel.’ Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the Lord said to Hosea, ‘Call her Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer show love to the house of Israel, that I should at all forgive them. Yet I will show love to the house of Judah; and I will save them — not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but by the Lord their God.’ After she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, Gomer had another son. Then the Lord said, ‘Call him Lo-ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not your God.’” God’s prophesy to Hosea regarding his wife promiscuous life came true. Gomer ran off with other men, and he had to bring her back home. When she came home pregnant, he nursed her with the love of God until she gave birth to one child, and another and then another. It is possible that Hosea’s first child was his own. But most probably Hosea’s other children were from other men. When Gomer gave birth the first time, God asked him to name his son “Jezreel
”, and his daughter “Lo-Ruhamah
” and his second son “Lo-Ammi
”. We might think of these as just odd names. But to the ears of the people of the time, the names God asked Hosea to give his children were repulsive and offensive and hurtful names. Each of their names reflected the people’s sins against God and at the same time also reflected God’s broken heart over his wayward people. To ask Hosea to marry a prostitute was difficult enough. But more difficult yet was to command him to give his innocent children such despicable names. Why would God ask Hosea to give the beautiful little children such shameful names?


We know that the family belongs to God and is established for God’s sole purpose. Consequently, every child belongs to God and must therefore serve God’s purpose as well. Thus God asked Hosea to involve even his children in the work of God. But his children’s involvement does not promise them any form of human glory. Rather, their involvement in the work of God would invite painful humiliation on them. Through their names, they would be the bearers of God’s message of warning and of judgment to his wayward people. Their names would always reflect the people’s sins against God, and at the same time God’s broken heart for his sinful people. It was a painful thing to demand of Hosea to give his children abominable names. It would seem cruel, unhealthy and even dangerous to involve the children in such a serious work of God. But we must believe Apostle Paul’s words which remind us “that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” (Rom.8:28) God’s purpose for us and for our children are always good, even when they fall beyond our human scope of understanding. Some people think that involving their children in the Lord’s toilsome work is abuse, and protecting them from God’s risky work is in order. Some think that for a child to carry the cross of mission from an early age is detrimental. But God did not think that Hosea’s children would be traumatized in sharing God’s burden with him. When we shield our children from the pains and perils associated with the Lord’s work, we inadvertently shield them as well from God’s purpose in their lives, and their spiritual health is in question. They grow up with the heavy burden of unresolved fear, doubt and anxiety. In the end, they are in danger of failing the test of courage and of faith. But when we obey God and involve our children in his work, they grow up to be the men and women of faith and the hope of the nation. We must not forget boy Jesus’ momentous reply to his protective parents: “‘Why were you searching for me?’ ‘Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?’” or, [“...that I must be about my Father’s business?” KJV] (Lk.2:49) Hosea understood that even his children must be involved in the work of God and must carry the burden of God’s mission. So he obeyed God and named them according to God’s command. 


Read verse 10. “Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’” God was broken hearted for his people Israel because they had departed from him and had gone after others who promised them human freedom and the comforts and pleasures of life. But although they were promised much by their lovers, in the end they reaped nothing but misery, “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom.6:23). Their sin of spiritual adultery and unfaithfulness to God eventually led to their destruction by one of their promising former lovers, Assyria. They were conquered, chained and exiled to Assyria. But God still loved them and remained faithful to them to the end. The consequences of their sin of unfaithfulness were inevitable. But God would not leave his unfaithful people to perish without hope. In verses 10-11, God holds out a hand of hope for his people. As God assured them that he is the Righteous God who punishes sin, he also assures them that he is the Almighty God who faithfully keeps his promises to his servants, and to all who live by faith in God and remain faithful to him. The hand of hope which God extended to them was based on his eternal promises. God would surely fulfill his promise to his faithful servant Abraham to make his descendants as numerous as the sands on the seashore. (Gen.22:17) God would also fulfill his promise to his faithful servant Moses to make them “a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God”. (1Pet.2:9; Ex.6:7; Ex.19:5,6) Therefore, as God holds out a hand of hope for his people to renew his promises to them, so his people must also hold out a hand of  renewed commitment to live by faith and in faithfulness to God. 


Read verse 11. “The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel.” God’s hope for them at the end of their punishment was more than merely restoring them to himself as a faithful people. God had a vision to unite them under One leader and to use them as a source of blessing for the whole world. Therefore, God extended to them the glorious promise of the Messiah who would change their failure into victory and remove the disgrace of unfaithfulness from among them forever
. Then they could be the source of blessing God intended them to be from the beginning when he adopted them as his sons and daughters and commissioned them to invite all people to eternal life in the kingdom of God. The name “Jezreel” had reflected Israel’s sin. Because of their persistent sin of unfaithfulness to God they were destined to suffer grave consequences. But God would not abandon them to perish in their sins. God would fulfill his promise to send them a Leader who would lead them back to God. (Deut.18:15-19; John 1:45, 5:46) And remarkably, they would recognize him and appoint him to lead them in repentance, in faith, in mission and in faithfulness before God. So, just as God extended glorious promise to them, they too must extend to God  a repentant heart and a renewed commitment of faith in God and of faithfulness to him. 


The hand of hope and promise God extended to his unfaithful people Israel must have been a voice of comfort and of strength to all those among them whose consciences were awakened by the prophet’s example of life based on God’s command. At the same time, God’s word of hope and promise must have also been precious to Hosea himself who had offered his marriage, his life, his family, his children and his all to the difficult work of God. Because of God’s faithfulness to uphold his promise for his people, Hosea did not consider that he had surrendered his life to a useless and fruitless cause. Rather, Hosea believed that he was ready to embrace the costly grace God had poured on him to be the living message of God and the shepherd for his people.  May God raise many Hoseas of faith for our times. And may God use our lives, our families, our children and our all to fulfill his world salvation purpose in our generation. Amen. 

� The massacre of Jezreel is mentioned in 2 Kings, chapters 9 and 10. King Jehu commanded the  officials of Samaria (and the guardians of the 70 sons of the former King Ahab)  to either establish one of the royal princes as the new king of Israel or to show their support for King Jehu by massacring  the 70 sons of Ahab. 


They responded to Jehu’s challenge by sending the heads of the 70 sons of Ahab to Jehu. Jehu was confident that what had been done to the sons of Ahab had been in fulfillment of God’s prophesy . But the massacre of Jezreel became  a stigma on Jehu and on the kingdom of Israel. Jehu had acted in extreme cruelty and in self righteousness in demanding the heads of the sons of his former master King Ahab. And the guardians of the 70 royal princes had betrayed the trust of their former master King Ahab who entrusted them to rear and to defend the lives of his children. When God commanded Hosea to name his firstborn son Jezreel, it was a shameful name accentuating the sins of Israel.  


� Lo-Ruhamah means “not loved”


� Lo-Ammi means “not my people”


�Only our Lord Jesus can take  the shame and guilt of our own past “Jezreels” and make  them into glorious new “Jezreels”,  reflecting God’s grace and mercy in our lives. Likewise, “Jezreel” once reflected Israel’s sin of unfaithfulness to God. But through the forgiveness of Christ, all her past failures and sins become the reflection of God’s great faithfulness and mercy to her.  





