They Will Follow The Lord





Hosea 11:1-12


Key Verse 11:10





“They will follow the Lord; he will roar like a lion. When he roars, his children will come trembling from the west.”





	In the last passage, Hosea revealed what happened to the children of God of his time to make them so very fatalistic. He tells us that when they did not value their spiritual education in the school of God, and preferred to be educated instead in the worldly schools of life, the result was tragic; they learned fatalism and they became a most fatalistic people. Hosea also revealed how their fatalism was like a disease affected their relationships with one another and with God. The fatalism disease also worked to rot their hearts and their lives until they preferred death over life. God desperately tried to show them the way out of the snares of their fatalism. He urged them to come back to the Schools of God, that they might once again learn how to live by faith in God, and how to sow righteousness that comes from faith, so that they may be healed and bear the fruit of faith instead of the fruits of fatalism in their lives. God had blessed them to be a spreading vine, to bear the fruits of faith and of God’s unfailing love, that they might share them with all the lost children of God in the world. But fatalism only poisons the vine. Only faith and God’s unfailing love can nurture the vine until it can spread its fruitful branches over the whole earth. 





	In this passage, Hosea marvels at God’s fatherly love for his son Israel. At the same time, Hosea also astonished at the stubbornness of the sinful nature residing in the heart of his son Israel. In spite of God’s fatherly love for him, young Israel stubbornly rejects his father’s love and arrogantly refuses to take upon himself the responsibilities of a son. In the end, young Israel forgets God’s fatherly love for him and eventually cannot even remember where he came from. Finally, Israel wanders off all alone from his father’s protective sovereignty, and walks into the path of savage beasts who are ready to tear him apart. Then, in his great fatherly love for his son Israel, God would throw a hook around his neck and drag him back to the safety of God’s grace and mercy. But Hosea relates in this passage that it really did not have to happen this way. Israel had ample opportunity to remember his father’s love and to return to God. In fact, it wasn’t that hard to do so. But because of his stubborn and rebellious nature, he left God no other way to bring him back but the hard way. 





	 The stubborn and rebellious sinful nature is innate to all human beings of all time. What resided in young Israel’s heart in the time of Hosea also resides in the hearts of all God’s people of all time. Everyone has the opportunity to remain in the graces of God, and to enjoy God’s fatherly love. But most people do not. In fact, most people need to be dragged back into God’s graces and mercy with a hook. Why this is so, is the good question which this passage answers. Hosea chapter 11 reveals to all people the amazing grace and mercy of God in many ways. It also reveals the secret of how to remain in them.





	Read verses 1-4. “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. But the more I called Israel, the further they went from me. They sacrificed to the Baals and they burned incense to images. It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but they did not realize it was I who healed them. I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down to feed them.” It is a beautiful picture of God’s fatherly love for his young son Israel. Once, Israel [who is representative of the people of God] was nothing. In other words, he was not yet born. But God Almighty conceived him in the dark womb of Egypt. His pregnancy period in the womb of Egypt was over 400 years. And it was a very difficult pregnancy. When he realized that his prenatal period was not going to be normal, he complained and then kicked and shoved and screamed to get out. When nothing happened, he tried to claw himself out of the womb, but he could not. When he cried out for some relief, it seemed that neither God nor Egypt were listening. Finally, after many many many years had passed in the womb, he thought that he would never get out of this accursed womb. And he resigned himself to his endless suffering. And he thought to himself that if he were ever to be finally born, he knew that he would not be a normal kid, that he would be deformed. 





	In fact, it was not that God was not listening to all the complaining Israel voiced from his womb, but God had been waiting for the right time to give him birth. In God’s view, Israel should not be born prematurely, rather he needed to grow to full term before coming out into the world. Finally that time came and God brought him to life by literally dragging him hand and foot out of the womb, since he had grown so accustomed to it over the years. But he was born into God’s loving hands and was quickly whisked off to the desert to begin his life as God’s first born son. But indeed, he was deformed. He was troublesome, and did not appreciate anything God did for him at first. When he was hungry he complained. When he was full he complained. When he was awake, he gave God grief. When he slept, he dreamed of going back to the womb, for it seemed better than the desert he had to grow up in. But God fed, washed him, and changed him until all his sores disappeared and his body began to look healthy. When he was old enough to take his first steps, God took him by the hand and walked him around here and there until he could take some steps on his own. In a few years, Israel was able to walk on his own, but still needed to be taught what to touch and what not to touch, what is good and what is bad, what is harmful and what is beneficial. It was not easy for God to teach him all these things, because like all children Israel wanted to try everything out himself first. But God would not let him. When Israel look over the fence and saw the promised land, he threw a fit and cried because he wanted it now! But God did not think it was time for him to cross over the fence. In a matter of a few years (40 years), Israel was by then a young adult who was ready to cross the fence. So God again took him by the hand, and taught him how to claim a piece of land, how to build a house, how to plant crops and how to raise a family for himself. God also taught him how important it is for him to worship God and to study his words, so that he may always be blessed. And when God saw that his son had grown to be an independent man, God also gave him a charge to rear all his brothers and sisters around the world and help them walk in God their true father. 





	God’s fatherly love for Israel cannot be described in a few words. It was love beyond description, because it was a love unconditional and beautiful beyond words. How could Israel not but maintain his love relationship with his father God? How could he not but love his father and do as his father says? Look at verses 1-4 again. Remarkably, Israel did neither maintained his relationship with his father, nor did as his father had told him to do. It was outrageous that Israel did not! In fact, God tells us that Israel even forgot who it was who had given him life and who had taught him to walk. He had forgotten how deformed he had been, and how he had been nursed to health and healed. Surely, it was outrageous that he had forgotten all these things. How could he have forgotten when God had loved him so? They forgot because they did not maintain a sense of history of what God had done for them. They forgot because they did not keep the memory of their past, who they had been and what God had done for them thus far. When a person or a nation do not maintain a sense of history of who they were and how they had arrived to where they’re at, it is inevitable that they deteriorate and go back to where they had been before. Let me explain. 





	When Israel maintained a sense of history, of where they had come from, and who had brought them thus far, they were always a victorious nation under God. But when they lost their sense of history and forgot who they had been and who was the One who had reared them, they lost all their battles and were taken captive of the enemy. For example, when Israel in the times of Samuel the prophet did not maintain a sense of history, they lost their identity and their purpose of existence. At the time when they were assailed by their enemy the Philistines, they had lost their sense of history, where they had been and how far God had brought them. So instead of relying on God, they relied on their own might. Their defeat was so great that fatalism began to creep in their midst. The priests wife at the time gave birth to a son and died in childbirth. But before she died she named her son “Ichabod”, meaning, the glory had departed from Israel. (1 Sam. 4:21) But the glory had not departed from Israel. What departed from Israel at the time was a sense of history. Because of that they had lost their battle with the enemy. Later, when Samuel the prophet was sure that they people had come to their senses and remembered who they had been before God found them, and what God had done for them, Samuel then erected a stone among them and “named it Ebenezer, saying, ‘Thus far has the Lord helped us’”. (1 Sam. 7:12) It was a time of remembrance of who they had been. They had been a deformed child. And they had been nursed to health by God who had walked them by the hand until they had become a nation. Samuel really captured their problem when he helped them have a sense of history. 





	But not all enemies are physical by nature. There are also many enemies of the soul. Israel’s inner and worst enemy was their own pride of heart and their lust for worldly glory. But instead of coming to God for healing, they were captured by the enemy within who made them do unspeakable sins against God and against one another. Why were they so vulnerable? Because they had lost their sense of history which made them very vulnerable to the enemy and made them stubborn to God. When they lost their sense of history, they also lost everything. They not only lost the battle over their own sinful desires which ultimately alienated from God, but they also lost their zeal to fight the spiritual battle. They lost their inspiration to be all that God intended them to be and to do what God had told them to do. Mostly, they were on the verge of losing their souls had God not stepped in to rescue them time and again. Let me explain. 





	I remember in one of the “Rocky” movies, when the superstar boxer Rocky had became corrupted with success, and had to taste bitter defeat. He lost his fighting spirit and was on the verge of becoming a “has-been” fighter. At the time, his coach spoke words of wisdom to him which restored his fighting spirit. His coach’s words were simple and remarkable. He told Rocky: “Remember where you come from”. When he lost his sense of history, where he had come from and how he had arrived at where he was, he became corrupt with success and his fighting spirit became complacent. He was left with nothing but a memory of a glorious past and no more. Without a sense of history, he became weak and vulnerable. But his coach’s words, “Remember where you come from!” brought him back to the boxing arena to wrestle with his opponent. Rocky had forgotten that once he had been nothing, that he had worked hard to get to where he was now. He had forgotten that he once had the “eye of the tiger”. When he forgot, he no longer had the inspiration to fight and to win the next match. But when he remembered, his fighting spirit sprang to life and he was ready to beat his opponent. 





	Most Chrsitians are like this. They come to God as weak and helpless as a child. God takes care of them and raises them in his arms to become a powerful fighter in the spiritual arena. Once they were fighters who would fight every sin and every bad habit that comes their way. Once they were full of inspiration to do the impossible for God, to climb the highest mountain for the Lord, to go to the furthest places in love for the one who had reared them in love. What happened to such inspiration? What happened to all their zeal and their unwavering love for the Lord who died for their sins and who gave them promises to conquer anything anytime and anywhere in their lives? What happened? If a person no longer has any inspiration to fight what chains him or her anymore, if he or she have no zeal to get up from their mat of comfort or the mat of despair in order to do the Lord’s work, clearly they had forgotten where they came from. They have forgotten the once weakling they had been. They had forgotten how God Almighty had given them life and had made them win many spiritual battles to have finally arrived at where they now are. Simply they had forgotten where they come from. They have lost their sense of history in their own lives. They need to remember!





	Read verses 5-11. “Will they not return to Egypt and will not Assyria rule over them because they refuse to repent? Swords will flash in their cities, will destroy the bars of their gates and put an end to their plans. My people are determined to turn from me. Even if they call to the Most High, he will by no means exalt them. ‘How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel? How can I treat you like Admah? How can I make you like Zeboiim? My heart is changed within me; all my compassion is aroused. I will not carry out my fierce anger, nor will I turn and devastate Ephraim. For I am God, and not man — the Holy One among you. I will not come in wrath. They will follow the Lord; he will roar like a lion. When he roars, his children will come trembling from the west. They will come trembling like birds from Egypt, like doves from Assyria. I will settle them in their homes,” declares the Lord.’” 





	How could young Israel have averted what awaited him as a result of losing his sense of history? He could have averted all his grief if he had learned some humility and some repentance during the time of God’s grace and mercy in his life. What does this mean? A good example is from the life of Saint Peter the apostle. The apostle Peter had grown under the personal loving grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus who had showed him the love of God in every way. During that time with Jesus, Peter could have grown proud and useless during the time of God’s grace. But he didn’t. Instead, Peter grew in basic humility. He learned Jesus’ endless mercy and forgiveness for weak and helpless sinners. He learned to repent when he needed to repent. He learned that Jesus’ grace was greater than any sin or weakness he had in his life. When the time of trials and tribulations came, he denied his Friend and Lord Jesus. Then, he he could have despaired and gone to hang himself like Judas did. But he did not! Why? Because during the time of God’s grace he had learned to humbly come to Jesus and to receive his grace time and time again. So Peter knelt down and wept in repentance like a son before his Father God. He had the forgiveness which comes from faith, and sincere repentance. So Peter was forgiven and healed and became a patriarch of the church.  





	But during the time of God’s mercy, Israel did not learn how to be humble. He did not learn to repent. He only learned how to nag like a spoiled kind who complains the whole time. Now, when he needed to be humble, he did not know how to. When he needed to repent, he did not know how to. He was too proud to close his eyes, look to heaven and ask for his Father’s endless mercy. What could God do with him now, so that he might not perish in his sins? Look at verses 5-11 again. God would teach him humility and repentance the hard way. He would let him fall, and would lift him up again. He would let him go into exile and then bring him back again. He would let him suffer the consequences of his sins and then snatch him out of the fire. Israel did not need to go through all that. God reminded them of his endless mercy and love for them. He reminded them of his readiness to help them as he had helped them time and again in the past. But they were not listening. They were not listening because they had lost their sense of history. They were not listening because they had forgotten where they had come from. They forgot where they were when God lifted them by the hand and taught them to walk.





	Hosea teaches us that one of the basic things in our Christian lives is not to forget who we were, and who it was who brought us thus far. He teaches us that without a healthy sense of history, we are bound to stray from God and end up in the enemies’ clutches. He teaches us not get spoiled during the time of God’s grace and mercy in our lives, but to rather learn how to be humble and how to repent day after day so that our hearts may always be staid on God and alive in him. Hosea teaches us that to restore the inspiration we once had when Jesus first carried us, we need to remember that the God who once carried us as a son or a daughter is the same God of grace and mercy who will carry us to victory when we repent of our pride and humbly stand before him as a son who loves his father and is inspired to obey him and to do his work. 
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