I will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope





Hosea 2:1-23


Key Verse 14,15





"Therefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her. There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she will sing as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt."





	In chapter 1, God begins his discourse with the prophet Hosea by giving him the most unusual command to take for himself a would be adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness. At the time, God was grieved that his people, whom he had taken for himself as a bride, had become unfaithful in their relationship with him. In their lust for the things of the world, they had abandoned him and ran off to enjoy their sinful desires with their lovers. In their intoxication, they had become blind and deaf to see what they had done. They could not see the pain it had caused God their Husband to see them in the arms of their lovers. They could not see the deceit of their lovers who after the brief moments of pleasure were ready to cast them into the furnace of slavery. They could not understand that breaking their marriage vows with their Husband God would reap grim consequences they were not ready to bear. The trouble with them was also that they were not listening to voice of God through the prophets pleasing with them to come to their senses before it was too late. How could God make them understand that what their unfaithfulness to him was appalling? How could he make them see that he had been more than a faithful Husband? How could he make them realize that he was unreasonably ready to forgive them if they would only return home to him? What would shake them into spiritual reality since they were no longer listening to reason? 





	In his dilemma, God asked of the prophet Hosea to marry an adulterous woman and to show unconditional love to her and to the spurious children she would bear him. To do so, Hosea had to put his own life away, his emotions and the convictions of his own noble heart; he had to put away the thoughts of his heart on the way things should or should not be; his high dreams and his holy desires; mostly had to put away his hopes of marriage and of the kind of wife, family and children he wanted to have. To do so, Hosea had to put all this away and surrender himself to God as an instrument to be used for the work of God. What God asked of Hosea may seem too drastic to the unspiritual mind. But Biblical history attests to the fact that the spiritual man does not claim mastership neither over himself nor over his own affairs nor destiny, but that the spiritual man is a vessel created by God to serve Godís Holy purpose. Our Lord Jesus confirms this when he speaks to the spiritual mind saying, ìIf anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.î (Lk.9:23) When God asked of Hosea to deny himself, and to take up his cross, he was inviting a spiritual man to share in Godís burden for world salvation. He was inviting a fellow coworker to surrender his life to God so that God might do his redemptive work among his people. At the same time, what God commanded Hosea to do was Godís last effort to invite his people to return to him by prodding their conscience to recognize their own waywardness and to take hold of his redeeming love through the living parable demonstrated through the Hoseaís life.





	Chapter one outlines the living message and dynamic parable God used through Hoseaís family life. It outlined the unfaithfulness of his people, and Godís broken heart for his unfaithful people. It outlined Godís purpose in and through the prophetís life. It also introduced a most interesting contradiction which reflected Godís dilemma over the destiny of his people.  Initially, God is so distraught over his peopleís unfaithfulness that he sharply denies them to be his own people, as well as denies his great love for them as his people. Godís anguish is most resolutely felt in the names he commanded Hosea to give his questionable children. Each name denotes the peopleís grievous sins against God, and at the same time unveiling Godís broken heart over their grim situation. At the end of the passage, God seemingly relents of his decision to deny them his name and his love and assures them that the day will come when they will once again be called sons and daughters of the living God. But there is no contradiction in this. God condemns their sins, rebukes their unfaithfulness and would punish their waywardness. But he clearly does not intend to punish them forever, nor to crush them beyond hope of recovery. Instead, God plants hope in their hearts that when they had finally recognized their sins, and repented of them, he would lead them back to himself in the way of hope. Thus, the day would come when they would once again be called sons and daughters of the living God. 





	Chapter 2 begins with the glorious hope that God intends to restore his wayward people to himself. But then again, Godís tone throughout the chapter changes to harsh words that tell of their sins and of the consequences of their sins. And in the end, God once more returns to his gentle words which plant great hope in the hearts of all who love him and who are ready to come back to him in repentance and in faith. This chapter is incredibly hopeful, and hope seems to be the heart of Godís message to his sinful people. But before hope is given, there is reality which the Bible cannot overlook. Hope is a glorious thing for those who have fallen out of relationship with God their Husband. Hope is the one of the few things that remain in times of darkness and of despair over oneís situation. And hope is so precious that it cannot be appreciated nor realized cheaply. Hope is indeed precious beyond measure and beyond price. In other words, no one can cheapen hope nor fix a price on it. It is precisely this priceless hope which God wanted to plant in the hearts of his people who would be ready to return to him. Because of its value, his people must long for it until nothing else remains in their hearts except the hope that God gives. Therefore, it would not come suddenly. Hope would come after his people had chewed the wages of their sins. Hope would come at a time when it was longed for, appreciated and most valued as the gift of God for undeserved people. And when it comes, it would be welcome as a cup of cold water in a dreadful desert. In this lesson, we must see the process through which God leads his sinful people from the place of their imminent destruction to the place of their glorious redemption through the ìDoor of Hopeî God gives them. 





	Read  verse 1. ìSay of your brothers, ëMy people,í and of your sisters, ëMy loved one.íî Godís message begins with an ending, an end to his peopleís long journey from sin back to God. Now, they were the sinful people who did not deserve to be called by Godís name nor to be loved by his gracious love. But after God is done with them, they would once again shine as the beloved people of God. Read verse 2. ìRebuke your mother, rebuke her, for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband. Let her remove the adulterous look from her face and the unfaithfulness from between her breasts.î Israel was the nation God had taken for himself to be very own people and his beloved bride. Once she had greatly respected her Husband and dearly loved him. She had recognized that her Husband God had taken her, unworthy as she was, and clothed her with the finest clothes and adorned her with the most precious jewels. He had been so proud of her that he paraded her as his bride among the nations and made her the steward of all nations and the bearer of his message to the world. Once she had known how blessed and privileged she had been. But instead of bearing the grace of her husband day and night as the crown of her beauty and glory, she had taken it for granted. She no longer saw herself as unworthy, but as the most worthy bride of them all. Instead of serving the nations she was called to steward, she flaunted her beauty at them and tempted them and lured them to her bedroom to enjoy them in the dark. The body she had vowed to give only to her Husband when she recited her marriage vows with him, she now gave to her lovers. The heart she had vowed to keep for her Husband alone, she now gave to her lovers. Now she had become an adulterous woman who shared her bed and her body and her love and her all with others. What she did had been a terrible injustice to her Husband who trusted her to keep herself pure for his sake. What she did was the greatest crime a person can commit aganist his or her loved one. All humankindís shortcomings, bad habits, faults and failings may be forgiven and borne in love. But to commit adultery is not like making a mistake nor is it a weakness. Adultery is in a category all by itself. It is a crime of betrayal, because it heinously betrays the very sacredness of love and of trust. Israel did not merely enjoy someone elseís love. Israel committed a crime against God by giving what belongs to God to someone else.





	In verse 2, the words, ìFrom between her breastsî reveal the root of the problem of adultery. The problem of adultery is a problem of heart. It does not matter what excuses an adulterer may use to justify his or her adulterous tendencies or practices, the problem remains forever a problem of heart. Adultery stems from the corrupt desires of the heart, and not from a failed relationship nor from an unbearable spouse, nor from pains inflicted by a marriage partner. According to God, unfaithfulness is a problem of heart, from the corruption within oneís own heart. Thus, the unfaithfulness of Israel stemmed from their own wayward heart drifting towards forbidden places. 





Unfaithfulness is also non-exclusive. It not only affects the person whose love and trust had been betrayed and damages his or her life, but it also brings unmitigated harm to the childrenís. Read verses 4-5a. ìI will not show my love to her children, because they are the children of adultery. Their mother has been unfaithful and has conceived them in disgrace.î This does not imply Godís cruel punishment on innocent children born of adultery. Rather, the fate of Israelís children of adultery was the result of Israelís own unfaithfulness to God. The descendants of adulterous Israel suffered the consequences of their motherís unfaithfulness. Adulterous parents, whether they justify it through separation or divorce or even through mutual understanding or for any other reason, will unequivocally plant the seed of corruption in their childrenís hearts. They corrupt the childrenís understanding of holy marriage and water down the importance of holy commitment, ultimately resulting in their devaluation and consequently the compromise of all their moral values. In other words, there is a very high probability that the children of adulterous parents will develop a compromised view of marriage and of family and a liberal look on adultery and divorce. Likewise, the children of Israel saw that their mother was adulterous and they were pained at heart. But their pain commingled with rage at their motherís actions, did not cause them to loathe adultery as a way of life. Rather, the seeds of corruption seeped into their hearts and depreciated marriage and marriage vows. Their corruption was beyond healing, for it unraveled the holy fabric of the sanctity of marriage. In the end, they became just like their mother, adulterous sons and daughters who, like their mother, had more regard for their own sinful pleasures than for their Father God.





	This passage lists the many acts of adultery Israel committed against her Husband God. For example, verses 5, 8, 12 and 13 list the details of Israelís unfaithfulness for which she was guilty. Israelís sins included a betrayal of truth and of trust and a blatant denial of Godís gracious provision to her. Almighty God created the heavens and the earth and everything in them. He created life and endowed life with all that for existence and for prosperity. The hands of man that work, his feet, his head and his knowledge; the clothes he dons himself with, the air he breathes and the children he conceives; the honor and recognition he receives because of his hard labor and all things, are all by God and for God. Whatever is given to man is originally Godís, for man came naked from his motherís womb and naked he will return to the earth. Therefore, whatever provision a person has in his or her life, is Godís property and given by God. And God gives his children all that they need out of the goodness of his heart. When man is sane and his heart is wise, he knows that even the material he acquires and the bread he places on the table, all come from the generous hands of God. But Israel did not give thanks to God nor did it attribute all that she had acquired to God. Rather she had attributed them to her lovers, and to her own skill and work. Because of this, God was grieved that even his own people called by his name did not acknowledge his gracious provision to them. Men may behave as if they had acquired everything in their lives by their own hands, but in truth such men have taken leave of their senses, because breath can be taken away from them at any moment God may choose. One of the most frequent praises the ancients gave to God were regarding his provision. One of the most endearing commands the New Testament servants gave to Godís people was to give thanks to God for all that he has given in his kindness to men. But Israel did not. 





	Read verse 13b. ìíBut me she forgot,í declares the Lord.î Of all the sins Israel committed against God was the sin of forgetfulness. To forget God is not a small thing. To forget God is to forget the grace of God in oneís life. When a person forgets the grace of God in his or her life, he or she becomes barren like a parched desert which nothing can live in. The grace of God is the gift of God to all people. It was Godís gift to Israel, that in his grace he had rescued them from their slavery to Egypt and had brought them to the land flowing with milk and honey. In his grace, he had watched over them and protected them. In his grace he had called them by his name even though they were a worthless and nameless people. In his grace he had promised them to send them a Savior who would wash away their sins and give them eternal life and the kingdom of God. When we think about the grace of God, no man or woman who still have a beating heart cannot but be moved by the undeserved goodness of God and his redeeming love. Therefore, to forget the grace of God, thus forgetting God is an unnatural thing and an abomination before God. To forget the grace of God is the root cause of all human failures and wonderings away from God. When a man or woman forgets the grace of God, there is no room left in their hearts for God. Other things move in which slowly corrode the heart until it becomes worthless, as worthless as the things which occupy it. The grace of God keeps the heart humble. It keeps the mind alert and awake to the voice of God. The grace of God is beautiful because it takes a rotten and dark heart and shines sunlight upon it until it throbs with gentleness and kindness and patience and love and all good things that are of God. But Israel forgot God and his grace. And when they forgot God, they fell into sin upon sin until there was nothing left in them but the pressing weight of their sins. Because of that Israel became unfaithful to God and God was deeply grieved. 





	When Israel sinned against God through unfaithfulness, what happened to them? Look at verses 3, 6, 9-12. These verses tell us of the consequences of Israelís sin against God. The consequences were tragic and terribly harsh and painful. When we consider all that would happen to Godís bride as a result of her unfaithfulness, we are shocked at the terrible devastation she would have to face. Clearly, her future held nothing but destruction. God would deprive her and shame her and humble her and cause her devastation. Why would God allow such things to happen to her? Read our key verse 14-15. ìTherefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her. There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she will sing as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt.î God would allow his bride to suffer such terrible suffering in order to help her return to him. In his great love, God would send her to the desert of her devastation until she despairs of herself and falls on her knees pleading for God to help her. Read verse 7b. ìThen she will say, I will go back to my husband as at first, for then I was better off than now.íî  Clearly God intended that his bride should discover her what her sins had done to her. They had alienated her from her beloved God and Husband. They had made her blind to the blessings she had when she was living with him in his kingdom. But now, in the desert of her devastation she would come back to her senses and realize what she had lost when she lost God and forgot him and his grace to her. In the desert she would repent of her past sins and claim once again Godís mercy. When God sends his people into the desert it is the expression of his great love. Godís intention is always to restore and to heal. 





	Read verses 14,15 again. . ìTherefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her. There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she will sing as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt.î In the midst of her devastation, in the valley of Achor, or in the place of her trouble, God did not leave her to die. God opened for her a beautiful door of hope so that she might step out  of her despair and into Godís grace again. God always leaves a door of hope for his people who want to come back to him. When God leaves a door of hope for us, we must step through it. We must hold on to it as to dear life. We must thank him that he does not abandon us but sends us to the desert to suffer the consequences of our sins so that we might never forget the deceit of sin when we let sin take hold of us. We must give thanks for his unending grace to help us examine our hearts and weed out the things which have come in to take Godís place in our hearts. In brief, we must not loathe the desert, but accept it as Godís love and see it as Godís door of hope to restore and to bless his people. 





	Read verses 19-20. ìI will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion. I will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the Lord.î  A door of hope is precious for those who are in the desert. But how can a man or woman step through it? These verses tell us of Godís great promise to rescue through his love and compassion and through his righteousness which are found in no one but the Lord Jesus. Jesus is the one who can betroth us and bind us and restore us to God in righteousness. When we accept his righteousness which he provided us through his death and resurrection, then we can step through the door of hope into Godís everlasting love and blessing. Hope is a glorious thing. But we must first confess our sins to God and repent of our unfaithfulness and then we must embrace the Lord of righteousness Jesus who flung open the door of hope and has kept it open for all who want to come in. Praise God who has shown us through the example of his people Israel the devastation sin can leave in our lives, and who has shown us that his love endures forever, and his hope is always extended for anyone who wants to return to God. Our generation needs this hope more than anything else. We must therefore pray for our generation which has forgotten God to graciously walk through the desert until every one has walked through the door of hope., After that we must pray that our generation may honor God by living out the purpose of a bride blessed by God, which is to bring all nations back to the worship and service of our God. Read verses 14-15 again. . ìTherefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her. There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she will sing as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt.î May God bless you. 








