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A Chosen Generation
1 Peter 2:4-12

Key Verse 2:9
"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light."
Part 1: The Living Stone

Peter wrote this letter to the struggling early Christians scattered throughout the various regions. These early believers were facing much persecution and suffering during this time, to the point that they were displaced from their homes for their own safety. This must have been very discouraging for many in the young church who could live their past normal lives like everyone else if they would just renounce their newfound faith. We present-day Christians may also encounter rejection and persecution because of our faith and love for Christ. In the Western world we don’t necessarily face physical harm or death, but we are faced with fear of rejection from our peers and culture. In times of hardship, what do people need? Who do they turn to? They look for someone to sympathize with them. We look for a way to ease our discomfort and make the situation easier for us. These early Christians needed a home, some comfort and encouragement. 
So what did Peter, an apostle charged by God to be a spiritual leader in the church, do to counsel them? According to v.4 he urged them to “come to him, the living Stone” – In other words, “come to Jesus”. Why? Read v.4. When we are faced with hardship, we turn to any number of other things for comfort. We search out people who will agree and sympathize with us and tell us nice things to encourage us. Sometimes we look for anyone who will listen to us talk about our problems and share a little in our misery. Sometimes we turn to entertainment or other modes of pleasure or compromise to help ease our problems. However, Peter advises us to go to Jesus, the living Stone. He reminds us in v.4 that Jesus was the first one “rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him.” (OG) He is able to ask and expect us to follow him and be rejected by others because he went through it first. We can trust him to comfort and encourage and provide for us because he truly understands what we are going through as we struggle to serve him.

Jesus is also “the living Stone.” What does this mean? Read v.6. First, Jesus is a chosen and precious cornerstone or capstone. A cornerstone is the most important stone in a building. Back in the day a very large, square stone with very straight sides would be placed at one of the corners of the building to be built. This cornerstone was used as a base for all the rest of the construction. The subsequent walls were built following its straight sides. They would also be built up on its flat surface, ensuring that they would not lean or collapse. As in a building, God chose Jesus as his cornerstone, the most important foundation of everything he builds. Everything God builds – his Church, his relationship with us, our salvation – is founded on Jesus. The end of v.6 reads, “The one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” As sincere Christians, our faith and hope is directed by our cornerstone, Jesus. Someone read Isaiah 28:16. I read Romans 9:33 (NASB) “just as it is written, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.’” When we as believers are met with rejection and persecution, it is easy for us to feel defeated. It’s easy to take it personally and get self-conscious and despair at the prospect of doing anything for God. After all, it seems like a lose-lose situation where nothing will get done. However, we are not called to live comfortably like everyone else in this world. We shouldn’t be living for this world and its acceptance. What we are called to do is serve God and follow Jesus. We are assured that when we trust Jesus and follow his direction, though we may face some temporary discomfort, we will not be defeated or disappointed in the end when we spend eternity with him. This is great encouragement!

Read v.7-8. As we said, when Jesus came into the world preaching repentance and the good news of the kingdom of God, those who had no mind to repent and put their hopes in the kingdom of God rejected him. Their lives’ plans had no need for Jesus so they rejected him, handing him over to be beaten, mocked, and ultimately killed on a cross. When people follow their own perceived life directions, they reject Jesus in the same way. They follow twisted paths of meaninglessness that deviate from that which Jesus provides. Cornerstone Jesus becomes “a stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” Many people believe in God but do not accept Jesus. By not accepting Jesus, we cause ourselves to trip and stumble around as we follow a path we made for ourselves, one we think is right. These are not paths that lead to eternal life. We need to examine ourselves in self-reflection, and be honest with ourselves about where our cornerstone lies. We must be sure to accept Jesus as our cornerstone and follow him to the salvation and blessings only he brings.

We must also remember that Jesus is not only a stone that God chose, but a living Stone. He came and lived the perfect life and died, but God raised him from the dead and established him as the foundation of His work. As Christians, we do not worship someone who is dead. Rather, we worship someone who has defeated death. And Jesus is not only the living Stone because he lives, but also because he gives life. Read v.5. Here we see that we are also “like living stones.” When we come to Jesus, we find life. God also works in us, building us into a spiritual house. When we face rejection and suffering as we live for Jesus, God uses it to help us mature and grow in our own spirit. Our heart becomes a temple where God can dwell. God is holy so he wants to live in holy people— those being built up in their relationship with Jesus. As a body of believers, we are also being built collectively into a spiritual house— the church. As believers, we are called to “be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ.” “Holy” means set apart for God. Each of us is special and precious to God, like Jesus. The role of Jewish priests was to intervene between God and the people, offering up sacrifices and prayers as they were the only ones allowed to enter the temple. Since Jesus died and fulfilled Levitical law, we no longer have to sacrifice animals to atone for sin, and we are allowed to approach God in His temple being built in us. As Christians, our most basic identity is as priests of God. Our primary function is to likewise offer prayers and sacrifices. We do so by giving our lives to Christ, engaging in praise and thankfulness, and following the example of our high priest Jesus by caring for others’ needs and sharing his good news with them.
Part 2: Our Identity in Christ


Our identity is found in Christ, but who are we in Christ? Let’s read v.9. Here we are described in four different ways: a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and God’s special possession. In the Old Testament God gave this privilege to the Jews, making them his own special people (Ex. 19:5-6). But since Jesus came and died for our sins, we are now redeemed by his blood and become like spiritual Israelites. First, we are a chosen people. There is nothing we can do to merit God’s favor or choose to turn to him in our fallen sinful state. John 15:16a “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you…” By His divine sovereignty and grace, God has chosen each of us to be his people, his person. When we are chosen on Earth by a team or a school or a job, it is because we are special and valuable to them. Even more so, God chooses us because we are valuable and special to Him. He chooses us to be a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His special possession. In v.5 we talked about what it means to be called to priesthood. Our job isn’t to walk around in flowing robes all day singing hymns; we are called to be servants of God, offering our lives up in prayer and sacrifice. Above we saw what it means to be a “holy” priesthood, but we are also a “royal” priesthood. When we Christians accept Jesus and his forgiveness of sins, we are adopted into God’s family. We become children of the king, ourselves royal and loved by him. 
Peter then reminds us that we are a holy nation. As we defined earlier, “holy” means set apart or consecrated to God. The Israelites were set apart from everyone else as God’s special people. God gave them laws to follow to differentiate them from other nations and signify them as His. Now, everyone who trusts in Jesus is chosen by God to form this holy nation (1 Pet. 1:2). We form the collective body of believers, Christ’s church. As Christians, we are set apart from all the other people of the world for God. We are also His special possession, or a people belonging to God. There are two kinds of people— those who belong to God, and those who don’t. We are God’s property; He own us! When Jesus came, he paid the price for our sin with his death. Therefore, he bought us and we belong to him. Those who have not put their faith in Jesus have not yet been bought by him and are owned by their sin. As God’s possession, our purpose, our use, is to love Him and love others, introducing them to the love of God that they may be redeemed as well. 
Now that we know our identity as one precious to God through Jesus, what does that mean for our lives? Someone read v.9b-10 (that you…). Peter reminds us of our lives without God. We ourselves once lived in darkness, belonging to sin and Satan without mercy. But now, God has called us into his wonderful light, that we “may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light,” had mercy on us, and made us his people that we may declare his praises. We do so by sharing the love we have found in God with others, following the example of our Lord Jesus, praying for others and teaching them his word. Read v.11-12. Our namesake as Christians is to be followers of Christ, not of sinful desires or humanism or secularism or anything else. When we call ourselves Christians, we bear the name of Christ and our actions reflect how others see him. If you don’t want to strive to live a life conforming to Jesus and pleasing to him, call yourself something else. The Christian life is not one of excusing sin, but one of repentance and bringing glory to God rather than our own desires. We know that good works do no save us, nor can they in themselves save others, but here the Bible tells us that they should be a reflection of God’s love and grace in our lives. We should be intentional and edifying in our speech and actions, that we may lead others to glorify our Father God as well. 

In conclusion, we have an identity in Christ as a chosen generation. We also have a calling to declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into his wonderful light. And we have a responsibility to live as his holy people so that others may see Christ in us and give glory to God. Let’s read out key verse again. 
