I am the resurrection and the life

John 11:17-44  

Key verse: 25-26
"Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"'

The passage we are studying today has to deal with the power of death and the power of the resurrection. We see the power of death in how Lazarus got sick and the effect it caused. And we see the power of the resurrection when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. Before we get into the passage, it would be good to briefly look at what happened before, what happened before Jesus came to the town to raise Lazarus from the dead. There was a small family of three. Martha, Mary and Lazarus. They were a small but beautiful family. One day Lazarus got really sick. So what did the sisters do? They sent word to Jesus so he could come and heal their brother. Jesus had spent much time with this family and loved them. So surely he would come and heal Lazarus. But Jesus did not come and heal Lazarus. When he heard the Lazarus was sick he stayed where he was two more days. Now this seems strange. I think if you look at the ESV it’s a little more clear. In verses 5-6 it says “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.” So it seems that it is actually out of his love for them that he stayed. But why? If Jesus loved them then why would he stay where he was two more days? It seems odd doesn’t it? Why would Jesus do something like this if he really loved them? It is because Jesus wanted to teach them something. He wanted to teach them and his disciples about resurrection faith. And the only way he could do that is not by simply going and healing Lazarus but by raising him from the dead. Only then could they really see that death has no power over the believer and that they need to have resurrection faith and live a resurrection life. I will explain what resurrection faith is later on in this message. Before I do I want to talk a bit about death.  
The problem with people now-a-days is that we have a big struggle with death. It is our greatest enemy. When people live under the power of death, there is no hope. We see the affects of death all around us. The evidence of death working even in the healthiest of human beings is signs such as, despair, hopelessness, sorrow, depression, worry, fear etc.,. As long as a person experiences these in his or her life, then undoubtedly death has its fangs buried deep in his or her heart. People are hopeless when they are overwhelmed with school or with work or when their struggles seem to be too much to bear. People worry about passing their classes or worry when they have been in school for too long and their parents wonder when they are going to graduate. Many people fear the future and the unknown. People despair when they lose their job. These symptoms seem normal for people to go through, natural even. However, the thing about these symptoms is that they are not just what humans go through in their day to day lives. People are so used to struggling with stress or worry or fear or doubt that for them it becomes a natural part of life. ​​​These symptoms seem to be normal for people, nothing to really worry about, nothing out of the ordinary. But the truth is that these are the symptoms of death. Nobody really thinks about that, but the reason we struggle with these things in our day to day lives is not because these things are just natural for us, it’s actually the result of death.  
But where did death come from? Death resulted from the fall of Adam. As we learn in Genesis chapter 3, when sin entered the world through the disobedience of Adam and eve, death also came. And man since that point had been cursed with death and with its symptoms. And the greatest symptom of the fall of man is death itself. Everybody dies. It’s crystal clear. Nobody lasts forever. But dying is not just some part of life. It’s not just that thing that happens to all people after they have lived life on earth. This is a result of sin, from the fall of man. When God made man he did not make man to just die. Man was never supposed to die in the first place. Man was also not made to live under the power of death. In 1 Corinthians 15:25-26 it says “For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.” Let me read it again to explain it a little. “For he” meaning Christ “must reign until he” meaning God “has put all his enemies under his feet” meaning Christ feet. “The last enemy to be destroyed is death.” So clearly from this verse we see that death is an enemy of God and is also our enemy. So many people fear death and try to avoid it so much. They try to maintain a healthy lifestyle, eat correctly. They take medicine when they are sick. This life for many people seems to be the only life they have. So before they die, they try to make this life meaningful and purposeful before they die.  It’s really sad. The result of death really destroyed Gods great desire for us. So really people struggle with death all the time. This is a serious problem that needed to be solved and dealt with. Thankfully though, Jesus does deal with it as we will see in this passage.  
Let’s read verses 17-19. “On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother.” In the beginning of this passage we see Jesus arriving at the village. Lazarus had already been dead for four days. So everybody in the town is mourning. Martha and Mary were at their home with many Jews who had come to comfort them and to mourn with them. In this passage when Jesus comes to the scene, death had already come and affected people. Everybody was in mourning. There was no hope. Usually when Jesus comes to a town, the town becomes not just hopeful but full of life. People start shouting and rejoicing. People crowd around him and wanna hear his words. But today, there was none of that. The stench of death was everywhere and overwhelming. SO when Martha heard that Jesus had come, she did indeed come to see him. But she did not come with a cheerful attitude or to ask Jesus how she can serve him. So how did she come to Jesus? Look at verse 21-22. “When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. ‘Lord’, Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.’” When Martha came to Jesus, clearly the power of death had already taken over her heart. She was not hopeful. Look at the first thing she said to Jesus. “Lord if you had been here my brother would not have died.” Through her words, Martha expressed all the emotions that were warring in her heart. When she said: “Lord, if you had been here” she actually meant: “You should have been here. We sent for you several days ago and you did not come. Why did you not come?” When she said “my brother would not have died” she meant that this horrible tragedy could have been avoided had you simply come. Martha was really in bad shape. Before, she knew with all her heart that Jesus loved her and her family. That’s why she sent for Jesus in the first place. But now she was struggling to believe that Jesus loved her. When she said, “I know that even now God will give you what you ask” what she meant was: “But I have not lost my faith in you. I still believe you are God’s chosen one.” This is a confession of faith being made by Martha. But even this statement is not really hopeful. Yes she still believes he is the chosen one and believes in his power, but she now doubts Gods love. This is a result of death. Death causes us to doubt Gods love. Can you relate to this? Have you ever asked God to help you overcome something or asked God for help with something and then God does not answer you the way you thought he would? Have you ever asked God to do something on your behalf, something that seemed good and worthy of God’s attention, but because God delayed in answering your prayer or did not answer in time, you then started to struggle to know if God loved you? Have you ever been so oppressed by death’s power that you did not know if Jesus loved you? That God still loved you? Have you ever gone through something challenging and difficult, like Martha did, wondering if God still loved you? 
Maybe you did not struggle to believe God loved you but have you ever been in a situation where you were hopeless? Have you ever been in despair? Have you ever fallen to a sin that personally seemed great to you and then felt a huge weight of condemnation come in your shoulders? Have you ever worried so much about something that you saw no hope? Have you ever been overwhelmed by these things, completely defeated by them? This is how Martha was. This is the state Jesus finds her in. This is where a lot of people are at. Many people are completely defeated by death. They have no hope of victory, no light at the end of the tunnel. I believe that even you and I have at one time or another found ourselves in this exact same place Martha was. So her struggle is not so different or strange to us. We can understand where she is coming from, what she is going through. 
Clearly based on Martha’s words, death’s attack had taking its toll. Jesus knew this and wanted to give her some words of encouragement. So what did Jesus say? Let’s read verse 23, “Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.”’ Jesus said that her brother will rise again. When Jesus said this Jesus wanted to plant in Martha’s heart the most glorious and most powerful of Christian hopes- the hope that death cannot win this fight, that death has already lost this fight, and that death will give way to life. The situation is not hopeless. There is hope, there is still a chance. Don’t give up. That’s what these words are saying. These are remarkable words that should have lifted Martha’s spirit and filled her with hope. She should have begun rejoicing. She should have believed him. But she does not.  How does she respond? Read verse 24. “Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” What’s going on here? Martha shares something about how Lazarus will rise on the last day. Martha is simple referring to how in the future; there will be a day when all the dead will rise again. All the believers will rise and be given new bodies to enter into the kingdom of God. Now, while this is a great thing to believe in, this is not what Jesus was talking about now. It seems that Mary believed her brother would rise but she did not think it’s possible for him to rise right then and there. Her faith could not grasp that yet. She did not think this was possible. 
So what does Jesus say next? Read verses 25-26. “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ These are powerful words. What does Jesus mean when he said I am the resurrection and the life? He is saying that he is not just a healer or a good teacher. He is much more than that. So many people reduce Jesus to just a healer, just a teacher, and a good person. But Jesus is much more than just these things. Jesus has authority over life and over death. If Jesus wants to raise someone, he can do it right then and there. Jesus is God. He has authority over all life and death. Not only can Jesus raise the dead, but he also is stronger than the power of death. Death is a powerful foe that nobody has been able to beat before. Since the fall of man, people have faced death and have lossed each time. Nobody up this point has ever beaten death. But When Jesus comes, death cowers on the corner. Death is not as powerful as he looks when Jesus is there. Where Jesus is, death has no power. Jesus was teaching Martha one of the most powerful teachings of all time. Jesus is Life. He is Resurection. Where Jesus is, death is tame and harmless and can no longer rule over us. Martha should understand, and we should understand also, that where Jesus is, there is no need for sorrow- ever, there is no need for despair- ever, there is no need for fear- ever. There is only need for faith in Jesus and hope in Jesus, for where Jesus is, sickness turns to health, and where Jesus is, death turns to life. Where Jesus is fear turns to courage, uncertainty turns to confidence, despair turns into joyous song singing and dancing, doubt turns into belief. This way of living, living without fear or worry or sorrow, can be called resurrection faith or resurrection life. This is what Jesus wanted to teach her. To not live under the power of death, living in worry, sorrow and fear. Jesus wanted Martha to see that there is no need to fear, or worry or anything. Because Jesus is here. In the same way, those who have put their hope in Jesus do not need to fear or worry or despair about what is going on around them. Because the power of death is beaten. Where Jesus is, the power of death loses. And if Jesus Christ is in my life and if I have put my hope in Jesus Christ, death will lose its powerful grip over me. This does not mean that I will never struggle with fear and doubt and all the other symptoms. But it does mean that I no longer have to be ruled over by them. Their power is diminished because of Jesus. Here are some examples of how this would look like. If I lose my job, I can believe that God is fully able to provide another. If I am worried about school and what my grades will be, I need not despair because even if I fail, God still loves me and he is fully able to provide me with another opportunity so I can always try again. I do not need to worry about the future because I know God has control over all things. When the power of death is beaten in an individual, they can overcome anything and do anything. 

So how should Martha have responded to Jesus words? She should have responded with something like this. “Lord, see! My anxiety has stopped, and I am calm again. See! My fear is gone, and I have faith. See! My sorrow has subsided, and I am beginning to rejoice. My brother is not dead, though he is dead, he is alive because of you. If you choose to raise him, he will rise even now. If you choose not to raise him, he is still alive in you and with you.” Martha did not need to despair about her brother at all. When Jesus told Martha that he is the resurrection and the life, Martha should have believed that Jesus can indeed raise her brother. He can do it because he not only has authority to resurrect Lazarus and give him life but he is resurrection and life!
How did Martha respond to this? Let’s read verse 27. “Yes, Lord,’ she told him, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.’”  Martha still did not understand what Jesus was talking about. When she said this, what she actually meant was: “I am still confused about this death and Life and resurrection thing. But there is something I can never be confused about, which is most important to me, that you, oh Lord, are the Lord, the Christ, the Son of God.” Martha here made a confession of faith. This is good for her to make, but we can see that she is still struggling to believe what Jesus is telling her, especially when you compare this verse with the rest of the passage. So, although she is still struggling to believe what Jesus told her, she leaves to go get her sister Mary.  Let’s read verses 28-32. “And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. ‘The teacher is here,’ she said, ‘and is asking for you.’ When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, ‘Lord if you had been here my brother would not have died.”’ So Mary comes and when she comes she gives Jesus the same greeting Martha had given, the same greeting of hopelessness and sorrow. It seems that death had taken its toll on her as well. She is also in despair. Mary was followed by the crowd of Jews that had been mourning with her. An atmosphere of sorrow and of hopelessness followed her when she left the house. It’s almost like the atmosphere of death would just not give up even for a moment. In verses 33-35 it says “When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. ‘Where have you laid him?’ he asked. ‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied. Jesus wept.” When Jesus saw this sight, the bible says he was deeply moved in his spirit and troubled. In the ESV it says he was greatly troubled. There are not many times where the bible says Jesus is troubled. So this is very important and we should pay attention to it. Jesus was troubled because he saw how greatly oppressed these people were by death. He saw how they were greatly affected by the fall of man, which brought death into their lives. They were so overwhelmed by death that they had no chance of victory. They had no glimpse of light in their dark situation. It hurt and upset Jesus so much to see this that he wept. He wept for them, for what they were struggling with. Jesus saw Mary and the Jews who followed her all overcome by the power of death. They were powerless against death. 
So Jesus asks where the tomb is and is lead there. He wanted to end this miserable atmosphere of death and misery. It was time for death to be revealed for what it really is next to Jesus. It was time for life to reign in the hearts of these people. Let’s read verses 38-40. “Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. ‘Take away the stone,’ he said. ‘But, Lord,’ said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” Once they get to the tomb Jesus asks for the stone to be removed. Martha however objects to this. She says that by now, Lazarus has a bad odor. It’s really difficult for Martha to overcome her doubt. Death, it seems, is trying one last to time to say something before Jesus does a miracle. How does Jesus respond to this? Read Verse 40. “Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory God?’”  Jesus wanted her and everyone to take a step of faith in that moment. It did not seem possible for Lazarus to come back from the dead. Jesus knew that these people did not believe that this was possible. But they needed to trust Jesus’ words and take a step of faith. In the same way, in order for death to be overcome, we need to take a step of faith and believe the word of God and the promises of God. We have worries and fears and doubts. These things will scream in our ears to not take a step of faith. But once we take that step of faith, we too can see the glory of God and have hope and joy and peace in all circumstances. We will be able to overcome our fears. We will be able to see God do wonderful things in our lives and in the lives of others. We will see him work miracles. We have to trust in Jesus words, in the word of God and when the enemy starts speaking to you, show the enemy the promises of God and stand on those promises. 
Look at verses 41-44. “So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you have sent me.’ When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” After the Jews removed the stone, Jesus gives a prayer to God. He lifts up a prayer of thanksgiving. He is thankful because through this sign all would see that he is the messiah and that he has power over death, that he is the resurrection and the life. After this prayer Jesus calls out to Lazarus, commanding him to come out. And the most wonderful thing is he does! A man who was dead and buried came out walking and breathing! How is this possible?! It’s possible because Jesus is the resurrection and the life. Jesus has authority over death. Death has to obey him. And after Lazarus is raised from the dead, Jesus says to take off the grave cloths and let him go. He says this because he is free now. He has no fear of death now. Death no longer has mastery over him. He is free. People now-a-days wear a shroud of death and sin. The only way for this shroud to be removed is by Jesus, who is the resurrection and the life. We need to have resurrection and life in our lives. 
This is the great story of how Jesus raised Lazarus from the grave. Now something really important must be said at this point. It is true that Lazarus was raised from the dead, however like with all people, he eventually grew old and eventually died. So what does this mean? His resurrection that day was not a promise to all human beings. Meaning that it is not promised that we will be resurrected in the same fashion that he was resurrected. Rather, his resurrection was the demonstration of the declining power of death and the mounting power of life for all those whose faith is in Jesus. You see it was Jesus’ own resurrection that gives us hope that death no longer holds those who believe. It is Jesus resurrection that enables us to have victory over death. It’s Jesus resurrection that enables us to live a life of resurrection faith, a life where we can have victory over sorrow and fear and doubt. And you know it's not just sorrow, fear and doubt. It’s not just victory over death but also victory over sin too. Think about it. Because of Jesus resurrection, not only do we have victory over the symptoms of death and death itself, but we also have victory over sin. Sin no longer controls us; it can't make us do what it wants us to do. Some people think that their sin is too strong to overcome, it’s too much. But that is not true! Sin no longer has mastery over the believer, it cannot control us anymore. In Romans 8:2 it says "For the law of the spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus form the law of sin and death" It says for the law... of the spirit of life... HAS SET YOU FREE... IN CHRIST JESUS... from the law of sin and death. Christ Jesus has set you free! You are free person in Christ Jesus. Death and sin no longer no longer control you and it' all because Jesus rose from the dead. Now maybe you might be thinking "This sounds great. I am free in Christ Jesus. But is there anything I need to do o my part, to have this victory?" Well, there is one thing you need to do. Look at verse 25-26 again. "Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" Really this is the only thing we can do and it's the only thing required of us. Just believe. Believe that Jesus resurrection gives you power to overcome death and sin. Believe that there's nothing you can do to gain this victory yourselves, because Jesus already gives us the victory. Believe that death and sin are no longer stronger than the spirit of God who now dwells inside of you. Believe that it is possible for you to overcome your deepest and most challenging and most burdensome struggles because Jesus rose from the dead and the same power that raised Christ from the grave now lives in you. So the question to be answered is ..."Do you believe this?" Don't answer this right away. Think about it. Do you real believe this? We need to search our hearts to see if we really do believe this. If you search your heart and you discover that you do not believe it, then will you take a step of faith today and believe it? As we leave here today and go back to our homes, let's not go back home believing the same things we believed when we walked in. Let' go home believing that Jesus is the resurrection and the life and that death and sin no longer rule over us. Amen
