The Blood Covenant
Mark 14:12-26

Key Verse 14:24
"This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many," he said to them.

Happy Easter. We gather here to remember, to make and renew the covenant of life gifted to us through faith in Jesus. We gather here to retell the most awesome story ever told. We want to tell and retell the story of what our Savior Jesus did for us 2000 years ago and for all who believe in him. 


Let's read verse 12, "On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover Lamb, Jesus' disciples asked him, 'Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover'". The first Easter weekend began with what came to be known as the famous "Last Supper". It was the evening before Jesus' suffering and crucifixion. It was also the last night that Jesus would be spending with his disciples. So, we can imagine how important this last night was to Jesus, and at the same time, how crucial it would be for his disciples. Jesus knew very well what was in store for him that evening. In other words Jesus knew that he would be captured, tortured, humiliated and would finally suffer the most horrific kind of death ever known - crucifixion! However Jesus was not concerned about himself. Jesus was concerned about his disciples. For this reason Jesus used the last few hours he had with his disciples to prepare them for what was about to happen. He wanted to celebrate the Passover with them. And he also wanted to tell them what was about to happen to him very soon. 


This particular Passover, which Jesus was about to celebrate with his disciples, would be the last Passover to ever be celebrated by Jesus' followers throughout history. After this night, the Passover would be forever changed into what Christians call "The Lord's Supper". "The Lord's Supper" which Jesus was about to establish for his disciples, would have a completely different meaning than the Jewish Passover. This new age would be an age of forgiveness, an age of grace and of love and of peace, in a way that no one had never imagined, nor even dreamed possible. What Jesus was about to do at this particular Passover was in fact prophesied hundreds of years ago. The prophecy said:  "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the nation of Israel and with the nation of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt….. "This is the covenant I will make with the nation of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because they will all know me,"declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more." (Jer 31:31-34)

This was the great promise, God made to his sinful people. Up until now, they had been bound by the Old Covenant. The Old Covenant required that, in order for their sins to forgiven, priests had to make sacrifice after sacrifice after sacrifice for their sins. Each person who claimed to be a child of God could not even come close to God because no matter how many sacrifices a person made through the blood of animals, it was never enough to cover all their sins. For this reason, the people of God at best maintained a long distance relationship with God through keeping a thousand and one laws and through sacrificing countless animals for each and every one of their sins. More than that, even their prayers could not reach God without first passing through priests. The celebration itself was mostly composed of a strict set of rules and regulations that the people of God had to follow to the letter. Of course, it was a time to remember the grace of God's deliverance to them from slavery in Egypt. But at the same time, the celebration consisted of sacrificing animal blood, cooking and eating meat in haste. In other words, they had to go through tedious rituals only to find favor with God. Still, for them, it was a time of celebration, since they were the most privileged people in the world. They were the most privileged because they were the people of God, whom God set apart to be his people, the ones who alone worshipped and served the Only True God. 

But as we said, this particular Passover would be totally different. It would be the last Passover the people of God had to celebrate in this particular way. And there was a good reason for that. The reason was Jesus. It was also what Jesus was about to do. Jesus was about to finally fulfill God's long awaited prophecy. Jesus was about to do something that would change the entire character of the Passover. What I mean is that Jesus was about to do something that would change the whole relationship between the Holy God and sinful people. Jesus, the Creator of the Universe was himself going to become the Sacrifice for sin! He was going to become the sacrifice to shed his blood for the sins of the world, not only for one year, but forever. His sacrifice would abolish the old Passover, and all of its characteristics, and would establish a new Passover that would last forever. In other words, Jesus was going to become the Final Sacrifice that would ensure the forgiveness of past sins, present sins and the future sins for everyone who wants to be forgiven and who wants to restore their relationship with God. Through what Jesus was about to do, God would now bring his sinful children close to himself, and would give them full access to his presence anytime, anywhere. You don't even need a cell phone. Their sins would paid in full. Their broken relationship with God would be healed. Their guilt and shame completely removed. And they would now be able to come to God through their only mediator, Jesus, who defends them and upholds them before God. And all this was going to happen through what Jesus was about to do, for Jesus was about to establish the Blood Covenant.

Let's read verse 22. "While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 'Take it; this is my body'". The Passover, which the Jews celebrated once a year was a time to celebrate and remember God's grace of deliverance from their slavery to Egypt. The Jews were once slaves in Egypt. But God promised to deliver them through a human savior. And God fulfilled his promise when he sent Moses to rescue them. The Israelites were slaves to Egypt. But God loved them and wanted to rescue them from slavery. However, it was not easy to rescue them. Moses tried to convince Pharoah to let the Israelites go. Even after God poured down on Pharoah and the Egyptians 9 deadly plagues. Pharoah would not listen to God and would not let the Israelites go. God had no choice but to threaten the life of the first born sons of Egypt. Moses warned Pharoah that if he did not let the Israelites go. God would kill all of the first born sons of Egypt. But Pharoah refused. Now, God was about to carry out his judgement on the Egyptians by sending the angel of death to take all the lives of all the first born sons of Egypt. But God had a problem doing that. What about the first born sons of his own people, Israel? What could God do to prevent the death of the first born of Israel in this plague? 


God had a plan to save the first born sons of Israel. How? In order for them to be saved, they had to do exactly as God tells them to do. God told them that if they sprinkled the blood of a lamb on their doorposts, then God would have the angel of death pass over the family that has blood on its doorposts. The Israelites were sinners. They should suffer the same judgement as the Egyptians. But God had a plan to save them, through the blood of a lamb. God's plan sounded strange! Blood on the door would make the angel of death pass over their family! But it was not strange, because it was God's way. It was one time in their lives where they should not think about what is reasonable and unreasonable, what is logical and what is not logical, what makes sense to them and what does not make sense to them. It was a matter of life or death for them to simply accept God's plan of salvation. How? By faith. In other words they must trust God and his plan to save them - by faith. Therefore, it would be God's grace and their faith that would save them. When the angel of death visited Egypt that night, the Egyptians perished but the Israelites were spared. When they had faith, they were delivered from their slavery to Egypt. It was a great work of salvation in ancient history…. Now, through Jesus, God wanted to save the whole world through a different kind of slavery…. The slavery to sin. Now, it was God's new plan of salvation that Jesus would become the Lamb of God. Now, it was God's plan that whoever wanted to be spared from God's judgement, that person must have the blood of Jesus on their heart. It was God's plan that not only the Israelites, but whoever believes God's wonderful plan of salvation and puts their faith in Jesus and his blood, would receive eternal life.

Sin is not a small matter. Many people in this world ignore sin or undermine it or scoff at the subject of sin. Many people think like this: "I am not a slave to anything or anyone. I am a free person. I don't need a Savior. I am my own Savior." But the truth is that, no matter how free a person might seem to be, every human being is a slave to sin. They are slaves to sin. And sin leads all people to death. Sin leads them to God's judgement. And sin leads them to eternal condemnation in the burning lake of fire. For this reason, God out of his great love, sent his one and only son, Jesus. He sent Jesus to save us. He was appointed by God to become the Lamb of God and to shed his blood, so that whoever believes might not only be spared from God's judgement, but also from slavery to sin. Therefore, this particular Passover was no ordinary Passover, neither for Jesus, nor for the disciples. He would teach them what they must do to recieve God's pardoning grace, so that the angel of death and judgement might not harm them when he comes to finally judge the people of the world for their countless sins against God. How wonderful is our Savior Jesus! Jesus was ready to give his own life as the Lamb of God through whom all people might be saved.


Jesus was now ready to make a covenant of life with his disciples - a brand New Covenant that would endure forever - a New Covenant that would not wear out, nor would it need to be ever changed. A New Covenant that would be effective from the moment that Jesus laid down his life on the cross, until the time of his Second Coming to judge the living and the dead. This New Covenant was promised by the loving God who does not want anyone to perish, but wants everyone to believe, and receive eternal life. And Jesus began to establish this New Blood Covenant with his disciples in this way: Let's read verse 22 again. "While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 'Take it; this is my body.'"


Jesus took bread, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take it, this is my body." It was a symbol of what it would cost Jesus to establish this New Covenant of life with his disciple. It was a symbol of what would happen to Jesus' body on the cross. As Jesus broke the bread for the Passover, so also would his body be broken and nailed to the cross. But the precious son of God, Jesus, was ready to give his body to be broken. When we think of Jesus' life and words, we see that on many occasions Jesus declared that he was the bread of life for the world. Every time Jesus taught he was the bread of life, Jesus was not giving a symbolic teaching. He was teaching a fact. Every time he referred to himself as the "bread of life" he was talking about the time when his body would be broken like bread in order to be shared by all who believe and are waiting for God's salvation. Jesus was willing to be broken, so that we might live. How precious is our Lord Jesus who says to all of us: "Take it; this is my body." When people don't take it, they are rejecting life. But when we take it, we are taking life. When people don't take it, they are rejecting the best love of God. But when we take it we are accepting the love of God. To accept Jesus is no joke. To accept Jesus into one's heart and life is to take our soul back from the devil and to give it back to God to whom it really belongs.


After Jesus broke the bread and shared it among his disciples, what did he do? Let's read verses 23,24. "Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it. 'This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,' he said to them." Jesus was not only giving his body to be broken for the sins of the world. The cup Jesus took in his hands was the symbol of the cup of suffering he was about to undergo. The wine he offered to his disciples was the symbol of his blood soon to be shed on the cross for mankind. As the Lamb of God, Jesus was about to shed his blood so that all who want salvation might apply his blood to their sinful hearts. Through Jesus' blood shed on the cross, God extended his hand of forgiveness to all sinners. Through Jesus' blood, shed on the cross, God offered forgiveness to all who believe. When Jesus offered a cup of wine to his disciples, it was the New Covenant he wanted to make with them - a covenant in his blood - the covenant of faith and of healing, of life and victory.


Let's read verse 25. "I tell you the truth, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God." Now after the covenant was sealed in his body and his blood, Jesus made a glorious declaration. He declared that even though he was about to suffer, and die on the cross, he would conquer death and rise again. Also, he was also preparing to celebrate his victory in the Kingdom of God where he would wait for his disciples to join him.  Once Jesus said to his disciples in John 14:1-3, "Do no let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am." What a glorious hope Jesus left in his disciples hearts! He was going to die on the cross. But he was going to live again. He was going to suffer. But he was going to rejoice again. They too would have to suffer as his disciples. As his disciples, they too would have to drink the cup of suffering someday. But death would not be able to keep them captive. In fact, Life would claim them in the blood of Jesus, and they too would drink together with Jesus the cup of victory in the kingdom of God. This is the promise of Jesus - the promise of life and victory. This Easter Conference lets make or renew our blood covenant with our Lord and Savior Jesus. By faith let's decide to commit or recommit our hearts and lives to Jesus to glorify his name.  

