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I Was Blind; Now I see
John 9:1-41

Key Verse 9:3b
“But this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”

 “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (8:31-32) Jesus made it perfectly clear that he had not come to call believers but to call disciples. He was glad that a few believed. But he would not lie to them and tell them that believing in him was the end of the line. That’s a lie. Instead Jesus told them the truth. He told them the truth that now is the time to commit their lives to him and to begin living as disciples of the Lord. Now it was time hold on to his teaching in a world becoming increasingly more hostile towards Jesus and his teaching. Jesus told these new believers that they must now strive to know the truth so that they might be set free by that truth. But they did not like it. It seems that they wanted to be no more than believers and no more. They wanted to believe and then go on their own way. They wanted no conflict with the world, nor did they intend to leave the world and the ways of the world behind them. Instead they wanted to live on the edge of Christian life, believing in Jesus but sacrificing nothing of their worldly comforts to follow in his way of life and teaching. What they wanted was absurd. Like modern day Christians who want to argue every Bible passage that challenges their own ideas, and interferes with their comfortable way of life. Christians who want to enjoy the best of two world, the Christian world with its grace and blessing, and the worldly world with all its amenities and comforts. But Jesus would not lie to them nor would he let them live a lie. When our eternal destiny is at stake, the greatest crime of all is to lie to ourselves and to others about the true nature of Christian life. Today the world is full of Christian liars and thieves who reduce Jesus to a candy man. The Christian life Jesus calls us to live is not an easy one. The cross Jesus calls us to carry is not a candy cross. Jesus calls us to be disciples in every way, to know the truth of God and to be set free from all that hinders us from serving the gospel in the short life that we have.  
When Jesus challenged the believers to become disciples, they were furious with him. Suddenly they attacked him on many theological issues, and accused him of being insane. They were docile and embracing as long Jesus stuck to the subject of love and forgiveness. But the moment Jesus began to challenge their faith and their lifestyle, they launched a full fledged attack on him and his teaching. Still, the Good Shepherd Jesus loved them and continued teaching them the truth in the hopes that they would repent of their own ideas and make room in their hearts for his life giving teaching. 
John the author of this book is a genius of sorts, a spiritual genius. Regardless of how many conversations and teachings we might have on Jesus’ teaching in the previous chapter, especially on the subject of the difference between believer and disciple, or on the subject of what it means to hold on to Jesus’ words, or the subject of the truth which sets free, it can never compare with or come close to what John did in order to better explain it to us. John simply tells us a beautiful story about a blind man. All that happened and all that the man went through perfectly describe the difference between believer and disciple. John the author tells us of this one man who truly held on to Jesus’ words. He graduated from a believer to a disciple. In the course of time, he learned the truth. And finally the truth he learned became the key to his freedom. But not any kind of freedom, for the truth sets us free in more ways than we can count. But he gained a glorious freedom to eternal life. It’s a remarkable and unique story of Christian courage in the face of harsh persecution and terrible opposition. How could one blind man withstand it all? How could one blind man go from being a boundary believer to becoming one of Jesus’ greatest witnesses of all time? There is no mystery here. There is only faith and grace. These two simple Christian truths worked side by side to paint a picture of what true believer disciple is all about. It really takes sincere love for Jesus and faith in his words to be like this man, and we aught to make every effort in our lives to imitate him, since this nameless disciple shames even the most sturdy of Christians and non-Christians as well by his simple faith and the tenacity by which he held on to the best blessing any person can ever have in his or her life— grace— the beautiful wonderful glorious Grace of our Lord Jesus. 
Look at verses 1-5. A blind man was sitting on the edge of the road, perhaps begging as is the custom everywhere in the world, and in history. It was a pathetic scene. When the disciples were in ear shot of this man, they asked Jesus a very strange question. Who sinned? Was it his sins or his parents’ sins that caused him to be born blind? It doesn’t make sense. But to the Jews of the day it did. Actually most people think like this. Humanity wants answers for the question or the problem of suffering. We want to know why we suffer. We want to know why things go bad. We want to know why good things happen to bad people, and bad things happen to good people? It’s natural to want to know. And mostly our answers are always wrong. Just like the disciples who had to assume that sin must have been reason why he was born blind. It was a lie propagated by the devil from the beginning of time, and still embedded in people’s hearts and minds. The first thing that someone thinks when a bad thing happens to them is “what did I do to deserve this”. But it’s a lie. And Jesus refuted the lie. He challenged the lie because God’s people cannot afford to think this way. We do not live in a random world with random happenings. We live in a world overseen by our Almighty and Sovereign God. And all things therefore must be seen with this truth in mind. When we believe that God is sovereign, then we also must believe that all things have a purpose. And in this case, Jesus tells us what the purpose or meaning of this is. Look at verse 3. “This happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” Our gracious Lord Jesus gives us the best answer to the question or problem of suffering in the world. He teaches us that suffering is not meaningless; it does not happen at random; it is not necessarily a result of our “badness” or a punishment for our sins. Jesus teaches us that this man’s suffering was meant to glorify God. It is a beautiful thing to accept this truth into our own hearts. When we do, then all complaining, all bitterness, all confusion etc. all will dissipate form our hearts to make room for the glory of God. Jesus said that this happened so that God may be glorified in the world and in this blind man’s life. 
No sooner did Jesus say these few most precious words, than their hopeful cheerful and blessed effect began to work in the blind man himself’s heart. All his life he had thought that he was suffering for an unknown reason, that he was being punished either for something he had done or something others had done. Not a moment passed than he felt fatalistic and sorrowful and hopeless. But Jesus’ beautiful words of truth suddenly shone in his heart and began to work a work of faith in him. Truth which began to work towards setting him free from his anguish and feelings of self pity and more. 
Look at what followed. Verses 6-12. Even when no one else could see, Jesus himself could very well see the effect of his words on this blind man’s heart. Jesus could see that his words had already begun to work faith in his heart. And Jesus the good shepherd really wanted to help this man to the end. He wanted him to be completely free from lies and the untruth he had to live with all his life. The best way to do this was to heal him and show the world what God does. God takes a fatalistic hopeless situation, a situation of pain and anguish, and God turns it into a situation of hope and blessing, a situation of great joy and comfort, and mostly a situation that wonderfully glorifies God. How great is our Jesus who loved and served this blind man with the truth. He challenged his faith twice, the first time when he made mud and put it on his eyes, and the second time when he asked him to go and wash. Both situations needed effort on the man’s part. Effort to do something would show his faith. And he showed faith. He held on to Jesus’ words in spite of the mockery of the scene. He held on to Jesus’ words in spite of the difficulty of the situation. And in the end the truth penetrated his heart. When he did as Jesus had commanded him to do, he came back seeing. 
Most people would have already faltered right here. There are many proud people. Many arrogant people. Many self confident people. Many Christians with their own ideas who think they know more than the Bible does, and more than their elders do. There are many people who think they are better than obeying Jesus’ words, who think that doing this or that by faith is absurd. Such people usually never experience the truth because they never go far enough to hold on to Jesus’ words in the first place. There is always a reason why they cannot hold on to this or that word. There is always an excuse why they cannot honor God in this way and that way. But truth is truth, and God’s word challenges us and them to hold on to the word of God, no matter how ridiculous they think holding on might seem, even if holding on to his words is as silly as washing the eyes with Jesus’ spittle. Our God loves faith, and honors faith, and wants us to be like children when it comes to the word of God. Unless we are ready to humble ourselves like this blind man there will be no truth for us and without truth there is never any freedom. Those who persist in their pride will also end up persisting in their immaturity and childishness as well as persisting in their uselessness to God and to his work in their own lives and in the lives of the unfortunate people around them. 
All things must serve God’s purpose. We need to change our view of things. As Christians we must know that all things even bad things can be turned around to serve God’s holy purpose. We need not despair, for despair is the opposite of holding on to Jesus’ words. We need not be sad about situations that seem hopeless, since there is no such thing as hopeless in God’s vocabulary. All things are for the glory of God Jesus said. All things, even the bad things that happen in our lives, can be turned around to give glory to God and to give truth and freedom to us. It is time to believe this so that we may also be good Bible teachers to the world around us. 
Look at what happened after the man was healed. Look at verses 13-34. These verses reflect the life of the blind man after being blessed by Jesus. What happened when his eyes were opened? It should have been the day of great joy for him and for the world around him. But it was not. He received such terrible persecution for receiving his sight back. How could it be that he received so much persecution? It is actually not so strange at all. Our Lord Jesus tells us time and again that being his disciple will bring us nothing but trouble. Not many believe this, strangely even many Christians do not believe this. These are those who think they know more than the Bible does and more than Jesus does. Jesus teaches us that when we have faith, when we hold on to his words, when we believe in him, when we follow him and live the life he calls us to live, Jesus tells us that the whole world will be against us. It is sad that many do not want to accept this. They want to believe that the moment they become Christians, life will be wonderfully sweet, and everything will be okay. Bad things will stop happening. And good things will mark our way. Suddenly we will become rich, and everyone will love us. And we will go around loving each other and forgiving each other. What Bible are these people reading? What Christ are these people following? This is the lie. Jesus assures us that when we follow his words, we will be persecuted and challenged by the world. Not only the world, but this man was persecuted by his church, and by his family, and by the leaders who should have loved him and helped him when he was healed. 
But it did not happen that way. It happened as Jesus teaches us. The man was challenged and interrogated by the church. Was it bad for him? Not at all. It was the best thing that ever happened to him. Persecution made him stronger. It brought him closer to God. It taught him not to be afraid. It taught him not to worry about what others think. It taught him to stand on the truth even when the whole world was against the truth. 
What was the truth? The truth here was very simple. Jesus healed him. Jesus poured out his grace on his life and made him well. Of course his life did not get better in a worldly way. But his life got better spiritually. He was now one of God’s beautiful people who could stand and testify that when he was in the dark, Jesus shed his grace on him and brought him into the light of God. It was a beautiful story of courage, the man’s courageous stand against the onslaught of the devil who tried at every corner to trip him and make him slip and fall. Mostly the devil really tried his best to make him do the one thing. What was it? Let’s read verses 24-25. “A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God," they said. "We know this man is a sinner." He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" He was amazing. Most people buckle under the slightest pressure. Some Christians after receiving the grace and blessing of God, the moment they are challenged or attacked verbally or with the slightest discomfort that is brought to them, simply are ready to deny Jesus and to betray his grace and the grace of those who helped them stand up in faith. How truly sad it is when grace is betrayed, when love genuine love is unappreciated, when the blessings of those who love us and serve us are downplayed as not so special, when the good done to us by God and man is put aside for pride or for fear. But this man did not do any of this. He was a blind man once. But he had more sight than those who see. He was a true disciple who held on to Jesus’ words. It was not easy to hold on to Jesus’ grace, since everyone around him was attacking this Jesus. What is more, is that this man did not know much Bible either. He did not know theology. He did not know Bible verses by heart to recite and throw at others. He had nothing. Yet he had one thing. He knew nothing. Yet he knew one thing. The most beautiful thing in the world. He had the grace of Jesus in his life. He knew Jesus’ grace and upheld it like a faithful soldier in the war. 
Jesus came to shed his grace on all human kind. He came to bless us with the gift of God. He came to give us the one thing this world cannot give us. He came to give us the one thing that we cannot get even if we own the world. He came to give us healing— deep healing in our wounded hearts. We may not be blind. But each has an ailment that makes our lives incomplete and which makes our lives not so joyful. Each has an agony that we wonder why we have. But it does not matter as long as we listen to what Jesus says. He tells us that all things are meant to glorify God. And he gives us the one thing this world cannot give, his grace of forgiveness, his blessing, and his very life given up on the cross to ensure that we live in this grace and do all things under this marvelous grace. There is nothing as ugly as a heart that betrays the grace, kindness and love of others for itself, and especially the heart that betrays the grace of Jesus. His grace is everything to us. And we should uphold it. We should hold on to it from beginning to end. And we must fight the good fight with the banner of this grace covering our hearts. This way we can meet the world’s challenge when the world sets out to crush us. There is nothing more valuable than the grace of God in our lives. Each of us has a story about that grace which came into our lives the moment of our pain and hardship. Every one has such a memory, such a moment of grace by which we can stand to raise the gospel banner and to bring others into God’s family of blessing. Like the blind man, we must uphold it even if it means getting cut off from family, friends, or anything else, for nothing else is as precious as the grace of God to each one of us. 
Let’s remember this grace and be set free from whatever is now in our hearts hindering us from building up our lives in Christ Jesus as well as from building up our ministry in the Holy Spirit as well. The last thing this blind man did was submit to Jesus. Look at verses 35-41. He did not abandon Jesus, and neither did Jesus abandon him. It was a beautiful love story between the giver of grace and the receiver of grace. Who is he that I may worship him, the once blind man said. And when Jesus told him who it was, he bowed down and worshipped. It is what every person touched by the grace of Jesus should do. Believers should not remain believers but become disciples. And disciples must then strive to worship the King. And the best way to worship Jesus is to serve his purpose in our very lives, meaning that we must surrender our lives to live for his glory and to spread his gospel of life to the whole world. Amen. 
