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 The Light Of Life
John 7:53-8:12
Key Verse 8:12 

“When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” 

The religious leaders seemed to always be snug in what they thought was good and wholesome faith in God and in his Bible Laws. They never imagined that all their Biblical knowledge and religious activities never impressed God at all— but rather filled  God’s heart with sorrow. While the religious leaders were busy looking good on the outside in order to impress one another, the ordinary people suffered from neglect. At the time of Jesus, it seemed that the whole nation had sunk into a dreadful spiritual darkness from which no one could come out of. This means that no one was clearly able to see the way which leads to God. And that’s what troubled Jesus the most—  that not even the spiritual leaders were able to help anyone find his or her way to God. And when that happens, then there is no hope for anyone to come out of the darkness of sin and find their way into the presence of God. The story which John tells us in chapter 8 perfectly illustrates what happens when people live in darkness of sin without the light of God. But in the midst of this terrible darkness, our Lord Jesus come to shed light on things. And through his light he offers freedom to anyone who wants to be set free from the darkness of their sins. It’s also a beautiful story of God’s grace, the grace that assures us that once we are set free from the darkness of sin, we don’t have to walk in that darkness any more.  
In this story, Jesus talks with two kinds of people. He talks with the religious leaders who thought they were holy, holy enough to condemn a sinful woman. He basically shows them that they are not as holy as they thought they were. He also tries to help them see that in fact they are no better than those who sin, that they have no right to condemn those who sin. He tells them so in the hope that instead of condemning sinners, they would help sinners come to God. But from the story, it seems that they really did not listen to what Jesus told them, and went away angry instead. They could have made a beautiful turnabout in their lives and become all that God intended them to become. But they did not choose to do God’s will. Rather they chose to close their hearts to God and to remain in the darkness of their own sins. Jesus also talked with a sinful woman that day. She had been caught in the act of sin and brought to Jesus for condemnation. But rather than condemning her, the good Lord first rescued her from those who wanted to condemn her. Jesus then helped her see something very important in her life, mainly that God does not want to condemn her but that God wants to help her instead. So when the woman chose to listen to what Jesus told her, her whole life changed. She was able to escape the darkness of sin she had been trapped in and make a clean break to begin a new life. The light of Jesus which shone on this woman was so wonderfully revealing that Jesus rejoiced and declared one of his most famous truths. He said: “I am the light of the world.” As we think on this passage may God shine his light in our hearts that we may walk in it always. 
John tells us what happened right after the Feast was over. Everyone went home, while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. To the ordinary people the Feast was over and there was nothing else to do except to go home and get some rest from all the festivities. But for Jesus the Savior of our souls, nothing is over until God wins the victory in men’s hearts so that they might all come home to the Kingdom of God. So Jesus went to the Mount of Olives in order to spend some time in prayer for these people. From his encounter with them at the Feast, it seemed that they were terribly confused about everything in their lives. Especially they were confused whether to believe in Jesus or not. They might have felt that it was no big deal to be confused about whether Jesus was the Savior or a prophet or a man. But to Jesus it was a big deal because unless they believe in Jesus as the Savior and accept him into their hearts, these people will never make it to heaven. It was a serious problem. And Jesus the Good Shepherd went to the Mount of Olives to pray for them to make the right choice before God, repent of their sins and put their faith and trust in Jesus. Jesus deeply cared that they come to him and drink from his life giving words so that they may live and not die. Jesus also wanted them to come out of the darkness of their sins and begin to walk in the light of Jesus. What could he do for these confused and stubborn people? Jesus could now only pray for them and let God do the rest in their lives. 

Then what happened? According to verse 2 it seems that Jesus “appeared in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them.” (2) Perhaps Jesus could not sleep thinking about these people’s life threatening problem, so he returned to them the next day to give them another Bible study. But instead of listening to his teaching, the religious leaders who had chosen to oppose Jesus to the end, also came to the temple courts in order to challenge Jesus another time. Read verses 3-6. “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.” These religious leaders were supposed to be the beloved mentors and devoted teachers of the people. But they were an abomination. In their obsession to eliminate Jesus, they went too far! They preyed on an unfortunate woman with a weakness for men. They set a trap for her and then caught her in the act of adultery. They yanked her out of bed, told her lover to make himself scarce and then dragged her trembling all the way to the temple court. And when they had found where Jesus had been teaching, tossed her in the middle of the crowd and blatantly exposed her shame to everyone. “We caught this woman in the act of adultery” they said. “The law commands that she be stoned to death” they continued. “But what do you say to this?”
What a horrible thing to do! This woman was a human being. Of course, she was doing what she should not have been doing. But this is no way to treat anyone. Granted she was violating the law of God. But this is precisely why God appointed shepherds priests and Bible teachers over the flock of God. We are weak and often fall into sin. Our self condemnation is enough of  a burden for us weighing us down with shame and guilt. We do not need others to add insult to injury. Of course, our sins must be exposed and pointed out so that we may deal with them in the presence of God. But they must be dealt with in a Biblical way and by those whose love shines through their admonitions and rebukes. On the other hand, not only did these religious leaders deal with the woman in an improper and ungodly way, it was clear that they had no sympathy nor compassion for her as she wallowed in the pain and anguish of her own helplessness towards her shameful sins. Likely it was no accident that they found the woman exactly when they needed a sinner to serve their sordid purpose. When a good shepherd encounters a person living in sin, he or she covers their shame, guides them in the word of God to repentance and aids them until they can stand by faith in the presence of God suing for mercy. But these only wore a priestly garment only to cover a wolfish core. How terrible it was for her to be so terribly used and abused by the very people who should have fathered her. 

The Bible is the beautiful story of God’s love for sinners and God’s compassion to rescue them from sin and bring them back to himself. When God appointed the religious leaders as shepherds over his people, he wanted them to help sinners such as this adulterous woman with the word of God to come to God in repentance unto life. But instead, they caught her in the act of adultery and wanted to stone her, using the Bible as a weapon against her. What was wrong with them? They could not see the love of God for sinners through the Bible. The could not understand the love of God for one helpless woman. But her Father God understood her agony well. Her Father God understood that this adulterous woman had never wanted to become a victim of perpetual adultery. She knew that what she was doing was wrong. But she was trapped by a life of sinful pleasure. She could not stop. And this is not just the story of this woman. This is the story of many young people today who live immoral lives, lying to themselves and to others and to God and being lied to. Indeed, the promise of sin’s bit of pleasure is not even a fraction of the pain of guilt and shame and sorrow that sin breeds in one’s life. But what this woman did not know was that God loved her in spite of her sinful life. And God wanted to help her.

Let’s see what Jesus did in this situation. It is clear that Jesus first helped the religious leaders with the truth of God. Look at verse 7. “When they kept questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, ‘If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first one to throw a stone at her.’” Jesus confronted her accusers with a Biblical and universal truth about out situation as human beings. No one is without sin. They may have been religious, but in truth, they were also condemned sinners. But they were blind to their own sinful condition and to their own condemnation. They were deceived by the devil to believe that as long as they could quote Scripture and attend religious services, they were justified before God. But they were not justified-- but condemned as sinners. Of course, they were not so much outward sinners as they were inward sinners, for they had been disciplined to control their outward actions. But sin lived in their hearts. At heart they were the same sinners as this woman or any others for God judges the heart. However, their greatest sin was the sin of self-righteousness. The truth of God then was that they were equally condemned sinners. 

Jesus’ words in verse 7 were not intended to cut them down. Jesus only wanted to expose their blindness— their hypocrisy— their sinfulness before God. Therefore, Jesus’ words to the religious leaders and to everyone, “If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first one to throw a stone at her” are words of love so that they may see themselves in the light of God’s truth. What the is the character of God’s love? The character of God’s love is to help others to discover themselves as sinners before God. This is love— real love. Many people don’t like to talk about sin. But we cannot avoid the issue of sin in the world and in our lives. The Bible tells us that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Ro. 3:23) This means that no one, good or bad, is free from the sin problem. Therefore, everyone needs to discover their sinfulness before God… Because everyone needs to meet Jesus as his or her Savior and receive forgiveness and life, otherwise they will perish. Therefore, even if it is an unpleasant thing to talk about sin, it is imperative. And it takes a genuine loving heart to do so. Sin is horrible— the cause of all evil in the world. It is God’s love, therefore, to help others see themselves as sinners before God. How precious then are those who tell us that we have sinned, that we need to come to God in repentance and to ask God’s forgiveness. 
After that, Jesus began to help the woman. When Jesus loved them, uncovering their sinfulness, did they humble themselves and repent of their sin of self-righteousness? Did they ask God’s forgiveness out of conviction of heart? Unfortunately they did not. Rather they were humiliated. Jesus’ words offended them and trickled away until no one was left standing. When they had all gone, with the woman still standing there, “Jesus asked her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’” How beautiful was this scene. She had earlier stood condemned by the religious but vicious men of her society. But they were all gone now, for no one in the world was qualified to judge her. But now she stood alone before Jesus the Son of God, who is the Judge of the living and the dead. Now, he stands as her lone judge to judge her for the sins of her life as he will to all on the day of judgment. How shameful-- how guilty, how regretful she must have felt for all her sins as she stood there before the Holy Judge. How then did he judge her? Read verses 10 and 11. “Jesus straightened up and asked her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir,’ she said. ‘Then neither do I condemn you,’ Jesus declared. ‘Go now and leave your life of sin.’” No condemnation! Indeed, no condemnation! But how could this be? It is so because Jesus is the lover of our soul and the gentle shepherd who leads the sheep out of the darkness of sin into the light of life. Jesus’ words, “Neither do I condemn you, go now and leave your life of sin,” are words of grace and truth. Let’s think about them.  
Jesus told her, “Neither do I condemn you.” It was the grace of God’s forgiveness to her. She had lived an immoral life. She had offered her body to shameful acts. She had violated God’s sacred trust in giving her a body to honor God with it. Romans 12:1 tells us exactly what God wants us to do with our God-given bodies: “Therefore, I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.” But she abused her body and enjoyed sinful pleasures with it. And to those who violate their bodies against God’s trust, God reserves for them just punishment! Indeed, this woman deserved nothing but condemnation. But the Bible tells us that while we were powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. (Ro. 5:6) This is God’s grace. God’s grace is our only hope. 
We are all objects of God’s wrath because of our sins. But instead of condemning us, God condemned his Son Jesus in our place by crucifying him on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. This is God’s grace to unworthy sinners. And God extends this grace of forgiveness to everyone. Those who are humble to confess their sin, to repent of them and to believe in God’s great act of mercy on their behalf— these gain access to this precious grace. This grace of God then, becomes our only confidence, our precious security and the glorious righteousness we initially do not have. How precious is this grace of God! How unfortunate it is that many turn down this grace. Even God himself laments for them. He says of them, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.” (Romans 10:21) But they are not listening. Nor do they care. What will happen to them on the day of reckoning when the difference between their salvation and their damnation is grace!  
Jesus told this woman, “Go now and leave your life of sin.” These were words of truth. He gave her the truth— particularly the truth of mission! There is a truth in life that no one should ignore or neglect. And this truth is that we were created by God to serve God and his mission. God did not create this woman to enjoy a sinful life, but he created her to be a woman of God with a holy mission. But because of the power of sin in her life, she was helpless to fulfill her mission before God. But when Jesus freed her from the power of sin by extending his grace to her, she was free to live a new life— a life committed to God and dedicated to his service. She was ready to embrace the new life of mission. God’s truth to her soul was now, “Go and leave your life of sin.” This was no admonition to simply quit sinning, but a holy command to choose to leave behind the physical life and to embrace the spiritual life. It was a holy command not to lie in sin anymore but to live in holy service to God.


But how can she live a new life of holy mission? She can live the life of holy mission by living in the grace of God from day to day— by living in humility of heart— by repenting and conforming to the word of God—  to live by the word of God. Now she must put on the new image— the image of a holy woman. 
There is yet one more thing to consider. To leave the life of sin and to live for holy mission is not easy. No one can do this on their own— with feeble human effort. However, to those who love Jesus and would heed his words of grace and truth, Jesus offers them the way of salvation and light. Read verse 12. “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” Who can drive away the darkness within the soul? I believe nothing of human origin can! In this world there is no power strong enough to do so. But there is one Light-- the Light that comes from God. Only the light of God is strong enough to overcome this dreadful darkness that envelops and captures our hearts and souls. It is the light of Jesus. His light shines into the darkness of our lives, and with the awesome power of God casts this darkness out and fills our hearts with the light of life. Indeed, Jesus alone can save us from the darkness of our sins. When the light of Jesus sweeps into darkened hearts, all the darkness of sin goes away and the light of God settles in to shine on and on. There are many stories. There are stories of those who lived in the pitch darkness of despair, darkness of hopelessness, of emptiness, of addiction, of love-sickened hearts. Darknesses are great and they make the soul sick. But the true story is that there have been those who are cured of the darkness of sin and live in the light of Jesus. This verse 12 holds a wonderful promise to those who follow Jesus. “Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” Therefore, we must love the light more than the darkness. And Jesus promise that though we may stumble and fall, if our hearts are faithfully committed to following him we can stand again and again overcoming any darkness, for when we walk in Jesus, we walk in the light of eternal life. This is Jesus’ invitation to everyone of us. May God help us accept it this day and extend it to others as well. Amen. Read our key verse 12 again.

