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Choose To Do The Will of God
John 7:10-18
Key Verse 7:17
“If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.” 

After the healing of the invalid man by the pool of Bethesda, huge crowds began to follow Jesus. At first they followed him because they saw in him the Good Shepherd, the Shepherd that they had all yearned to have. They had needed so much care. But no one was there to help them, until Jesus arrived. After they met Jesus and they saw that he Alone cared, they began to follow him. But no sooner did Jesus produce bread and fish out of thin air, than their whole reason for following Jesus changed. Now they followed him because they hoped to get some benefit from him. But rather than dismissing them Jesus continued to be the Good Shepherd for them. Rather than giving them bread that perishes, Jesus gave them the living word of God, which never perishes. Towards the end of that lesson, Jesus, desperate to save their dying souls, extended to them an invitation to eternal life. But the invitation card they all received was not marked with ink but it was marked with the blood of the Lamb. It was the best invitation they could ever receive. But they scorned it. Some grumbled and others left. But the Pharisees who were the religious leaders and the voice of the nation began to plot to take his life. Only twelve faithful disciples accepted Jesus’ invitation to eat from Jesus the bread of life and live. 

When Jesus heard that the Pharisees were out to kill him, he went into Galilee for a while. He hoped to get some rest. He hoped to get away for a while from the politically charged atmosphere in Judea where the only thing that really mattered was not the word of God but rather power and authority, money and such. But he could find no rest in Galilee either. In Galilee his own brothers, the sons of his own mother were as godless and senseless as the rest of the people. They warmly welcomed Jesus when he arrived in Galilee. But they did not welcome him as the Bread of Life nor as the Good Shepherd not as the Messiah who had come to save them from their sins. Instead they welcomed him as a political contender for the supreme power of the nation. And they urged him to go back to Judea, to gather more disciples by performing more miracles, and finally to crush his political opponents completely. It seemed as if they had extraordinary faith in Jesus. But in reality they had none. For one, the author John tells us that they did not believe in Jesus. How so? When they failed to see Jesus as the spiritual Messiah who came to battle with sin God considered them non-believers. When they followed Jesus for the wrong motives such as for making a name for themselves, God considered them non-believers. When they refused to repent of their sins and continued pursuing the world and its crooked ways, God considered them non-believers. In reality this world is filled with such people who claim to believe in Jesus, but are unbelieving at heart. Unbelief takes many shapes and forms in people’s lives, the most visible of which is selfishness and self-seeking and a hardened heart that refuses to repent and believe in the suffering Messiah. 
But by far the greatest form of unbelief is the love of the world. John mentions one other great sin in Jesus’ brothers’ hearts which was the telltale sign of their unbelief. Their great sin was manifest in Jesus’ own words to his brothers. He plainly tells them “The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that what it does is evil.” (7) Ordinarily it is a good thing if the world were not to hate Jesus’ brothers. No one wants to be hated. But when it comes to the Christian faith, the hate of Christians is rather a compliment rather than a problem. Jesus told his brothers that the world does not and could not hate them. Then he told them that on the other hand the world hated him. It hated him because he testifies to the world that what it does is evil. Jesus’ life and words were always a testimony against the world and its corrupt ways. The world believes and teaches selfishness, corruption, love of self, achievement and glory. They world believes in and teachers comfort and ease. Most people consider the climb to success as good and favorable. Most people grow up in a world of inverted values. And whenever there is any teaching that challenges the world’s concept of what is good and what is evil, the world fights it until it had crushed it. Jesus did not come to make himself great. Nor to gain glory. He did not live for himself nor did he promote the love of self. He rather taught self sacrifice, forgiveness, loving one’s enemy, and turning the other cheek. The sermon on the Mount is a testimony that what the world does and believes in is totally evil. When Jesus said that the world does not hate his brothers, it was not a compliment but an opportunity to examine their hearts and lives, and their way of life to see why the world does not hate them. It does not hate them mostly because they do as the world does, and act as the world acts. It was the time for them to consider their lives in the light of the gospel and make some changes. But John tells us that they were unbelieving. Their unbelief was manifest most clearly when they got along greatly with the world. 
Much later, the author John gave this teaching to all Christian people who sincerely want to follow Jesus. He said, “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world— the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does— comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.” [1 John 2:15-17] To love the world and to be loved by the world is no small thing in the sight of God. No Christian can live two lives, loving the world and loving God. If we love Jesus, we cannot love a world that hates Jesus and does everything in its power to insult Jesus and his people. We cannot love Jesus who teaches us to be kind and generous and sacrificial and forgiving, who teaches us the glory of humility and of poverty and of servantship and at the same time love the world which teaches us revenge and looking after self and keeping grudges and taking every opportunity to promote our own welfare. That cannot be. While it looks natural to the world, in the sight of God it is the ultimate manifestation of unbelief. And unbelief is not a small thing in the sight of God. He who has made the ultimate sacrifice for our sins, did not do so that we might enjoy the sinful life to the fullest. 
We must be careful what we love and who we love. If we love Jesus then certainly the world will hate us. If we walk with Jesus the world will hate us. If we obey Jesus the world will hate us. And that is the glory and the honor of the Christian. No one wants to be hated. But at the same time, it is not worthy being loved by the world if we are going to be considered among the unbelieving people of the world. Jesus really wanted to help his brothers to accept his invitation to life. He really wanted to invite the religious Pharisees to come out of the world and bind themselves to Jesus who alone can give them the gift of eternal life. But like the brothers who did not want to listen to Jesus, so also all others did not listen either. Still Jesus made every effort to help them come out of the world and step into eternal life. 

Jesus had once extended the invitation to eternal life to the milling crowds who ate the bread and fish. When he escaped them and went into Galilee for some rest, his brothers’ unbelief broke his heart all over again. He wanted to give his brothers eternal life through faith in him. But all they wanted from him was to simply use his name in promoting themselves and their product. In today’s terms, they only wanted to put his picture and signature to boost their own name brand. They wanted some political recognition to help them in their own campaign for a political office. They had asked him to show himself in Judea. And he had rejected their offer since the last thing on his mind was to gain the world’s favor and the favor of those who belong to this evil world. 
Finally Jesus went to Judea but not for the reason that his brothers had suggested. Now he went to Judea because Jesus realized the utter corruption that unbelief had wreaked in people’s hearts. The people were terribly confused about who Jesus was. They wanted to believe for they had seen his work and heard his words. Yet they were not sure whether they should believe in him or not. They wanted the life Jesus was offering them, but they were not sure how much time and money they would have to give up to get it. They wanted life, but will it affect their reputation? They wanted God but would that ruin their social standing? They wanted forgiveness and the love of God but would they actually have to repent a lot or in public? They wanted the love of Jesus but would they have to commit to going to church? Their confusion made no sense. They knew in their hearts that there was nothing better in life to do other than to follow Jesus and to serve him. But the worldly education had taught them to be cautious about everything. The world had taught them to read the fine line, to calculate every thought and move they would make. In the end they were also cautious to follow God. They were cautious of Jesus’ hidden agenda to recruit them in gospel work when all they really wanted to do was to believe from home where no one can ask them to do anything for God that they did not want to do. In the end they were cautious and suspicious even of each other. They were like today’s confused Christians who know that Jesus has called them to serve God and to live by faith— who know that Jesus wants them to commit their lives to him— yet they are not sure where and how, so they end up hopping from church to church waiting for God to speak to them. Foolishness! How can they ever learn to commit their lives and to live by faith if they are choose to remain comfortably confused? They cannot. Just like them, the people in Jesus’ time were full of unbelief. Jesus also saw in them another problem equally as dangerous as that of unbelief. If they do not solve the unbelief problem they will not make it to heaven. And if they do not solve their confusion problem, they will end up living on the fringe of Christian life, useless ornamental Christians— and fruitless do nothings— full of complaining and suspicious of everything and everyone. 

What problem did Jesus see in this crowd when he finally went to Judea and visited the temple? Read verses 10-15. “However, after his brothers had left for the Feast, he went also, not publicly, but in secret. Now at the Feast the Jews were watching for him and asking, ‘Where is that man?’ Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, ‘He is a good man.’ Others replied, ‘No, he deceives the people.’ But no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of the Jews. Not until halfway through the Feast did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to teach. The Jews were amazed and asked, ‘How did this man get such learning without having studied?’” They were confused. They were not sure about who Jesus was. They were sure of who Jesus was but not sure what they should do or believe. They were afraid of what others might think of them. Faith should resolve all anxiety issues in one’s heart. But obviously their faith was no faith at all since they let all kinds of things get in the way of their relationship with Jesus and with God. Jesus understood their confusion and loved them and tried to help them. He did not abandon them. Rather he taught them the life giving word of God in the hope that the word of God would soothe their troubled hearts. But instead of repenting at his words, they were confused by his words. They were confused how one man can know so much and teach so well, even though he had never gone to seminary. Jesus should have been offended but he was not. Rather he was the Good Shepherd who always taught them truth so that this truth might set them free from their confusion. How then did he help them? 
Read verse 17. “If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.” This verse is an invitation to all who are spiritually confused to no longer be confused about Jesus and his teaching, nor confused about their own faith and what they must believe in. These words are also an invitation to know Jesus personally through the word of God. At the same time, this verse is also rebuke to those who have a hard time to decide to do what is right before God— a rebuke for those who have not yet made the decision to do the will of God in their lives. People say, “If I knew God’s will for me, I would do it.” “If I knew for sure that God wants me to sacrifice I would sacrifice.” “If I knew that God wants me to support the work of God, I would gladly support it.” “If I knew for sure that God wants me in this church, I would go.” “If I knew that God has called me to live as a shepherd I would.” “If God wants me to offer my time and money, I would do it.” But Jesus tells these people, “If anyone chooses to do God’s will...” Jesus’ words tell us clearly that God’s will is crystal clear and he tells us that we should choose to do it. 
Where can we find God’s will? The Bible is an open book containing the impeccable will of God for us and for the whole world so that there is no reason for anyone to be unsure or confused about anything. But it takes a sincere person who is honestly searching for the will of God to find it. However, that person cannot find God’s will in his mind or his emotions. He will only find it in the Bible. And when he finds it he or she must then choose to obey and follow it. What then is the will of God? Anyone who sincerely studies the Bible, finds that it is the will of God that not one soul should perish; that every human being come to know Jesus personally as their Lord and Savior; that all may put their faith in Jesus and that they may come to have eternal life. It is also the will of God that we live by the word of God in the Bible instead of by the cultural standards. God’s will is that all his children live lives of faith and mission. God wills that we should live sacrificially, giving up our earthly comfort, serving the work of God. It is God’s will that we are united in Christ, that we love each other, that we forgive each other and even forgive the stranger. It is God’s will that we humble ourselves and give our hearts to blessing each other rather than making the heart of Jesus bleed all over again, over petty squabbles. It is God’s will that we are not proud. It is God’s will that we share in all good things God has given to us, to build this church and make it a world mission center. It is God’s will to expand his kingdom and finally to consume the union of the church with his Son Jesus, the Prince of heaven. 
The will of God is clear as sunlight. Thus it is a simple thing to find the will of God. Listen to what Jesus says in defense of his teaching. Read verse 18. “He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who works for the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him.” Jesus tells us that the will of God honors and glorifies God alone, not man. We can usually know what the will of God is if we consider who is it honors— and who it glorifies. The will of God must honor God; it must glorify God and God alone, not man. The will of God must also serve God’s purpose, not man’s. Mostly the will of God is at odds with the human will. When a person is genuinely searching for the will of God, he or she finds that the will of God demands some sacrifice of the person. Consider Jesus’ words in Mark 8:34. “Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.’” It is God’s will then that anyone who wants to follow Jesus to deny himself and to carry his own cross. This is clearly at odds with the will of man which revolts at any prospect of sacrifice and suffering. But the will of God is as such, edifying and molding the Christian in the image of God, and at the same time serving God’s purpose to the honor and glory of God. Jesus perfectly knew the will of God for his own life because Jesus said and did what was in harmony with the will of God and at odds with his human nature. In the same way, we know that a Christian is living and acting the will of God when he or she seeks not their own desire and comfort, but that which pleases God alone. 
Lord help me to not pretend to obey the will of God while at the same time secretly honoring my own desires. Help me earnestly search for the will of God, and when I had found it to also choose it rather than calculate it, find ways around it and cleverly avoid it. Lord help me always choose your will above my own will at any cost. Amen. 
No Christian or non-Christian should ever have to live in confusion, nor in unbelief nor in the anxiety brought about by this corrupt crooked world. Praise God that we have the word of God and Jesus’ words to daily guide us in God’s will that we may choose it and obey it, and thereby to bear the fruit which God requires of each of us. May God bless us to be sure and secure in the will of God for his glory. Amen. Read verse 17.

