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Philip & Andrew
John 6:1-15

Key Verse 6:8,9

“Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 

Let’s read verses 1-4. “Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. The Jewish Passover Feast was near.” The Passover Feast was always a time of hope for the people of God. Throughout the generations they had passed through times of peace and war, captivity and freedom, plenty as well as times of want. Now they were suffering unbearably under the yoke of Roman oppression. Yet, the time of the Passover Feast always brought hope to their weary lives. Regardless of their situation, the Passover was the time to remember the love of God for them and his grace of God’s deliverance from their slavery to Egypt. Four hundred years is a long time for a people to be enslaved by another people until even the last shreds of hope had dissipated from their hearts. Yet God in his mercy had come to their rescue in the darkest hours of their lives. He sent them a deliverer Moses, a man from among them. And with mighty acts of power God led them out of their misery in Egypt and brought them safely home to Canaan and to himself. It was the memory of this glorious event that God wanted his people to ever remember and to never forget. In the generations that followed, whenever they were in trouble, and on the verge of despair, the Passover Feast revived their spirits to hope again and again in the God who loved them whose grace is ever present in their lives.  
   Now again it was time for the Passover Feast, and a very special Passover as well. The promised deliverer had finally come to set God’s people free again. Jesus’ works of mercy among them testified that the time of their suffering under the yoke of sin was about to be over, and the time of God’s full grace was at hand. But whatever hope the Passover might have held for the people of God, there were always those whose hopes were false, and others whose hopes were in the mundane rather than in the divine. The religious leaders did not accept Jesus claiming that he was a fraud. They fiercely resisted him and his message of salvation not by man’s works of righteousness but by what is in man’s heart. Their hearts were proud and dark and unresponsive to Jesus’ words of truth. Clearly their Passover hopes had been false and self motivated. On the other hand, the people followed him out of desperation and want rather than out of faith in who he was and in what he had come to do. Their Passover hopes were petty and self serving as well. Yet Jesus himself never lost hope. His Passover hopes rested on the truth of God— that God who promised his people deliverance was fulfilling his promises even now. 

And Jesus manifested his Passover hope by embracing this people who had come to him with self oriented desires. They seemed impossible to help, yet he embraced them and was in the process of raising for them shepherds who would lead them in the truth of God and see them through to the Kingdom. But Jesus had his work cut out for him. His disciples did not possess the faith Jesus had, nor did they have the spiritual acumen to comprehend what great plans God had in mind for them. They were simple disciples, and mostly earthbound. They had no deep insight into the heart and mind of God. Nor could they think beyond their noses. Their only glory was in their intense love for Jesus and their unswerving faith that he is the Son of God, and the Promised Messiah. So they followed him to learn. And he led them in teaching and in example. 

Jesus was always teaching his disciples something about the ‘shepherd way’. Mostly he was teaching them that to be a shepherd, the first rule is that one cannot and should not lose hope regardless of the situation. The shepherd must hope. And the shepherd must also love. He must love intensely, with such a compassion that determines to take full responsibility for the people of God and to do whatever necessary in leading them to salvation and to the kingdom of God. Mostly the shepherd must depend on God, and not on his ability or means in doing the work of God since as a rule, the work of God is too great for human hands to do, and therefore is impossible to do. In brief, the shepherd must look to God in every and all situations armed with faith that while I cannot do this work, God can and will. It was this simple lesson that Jesus eagerly wanted to teach his disciples this Passover. The crowds who followed Jesus had grown bigger, and their needs were reaching impossible levels. Who will take care of them? Of course, Jesus believed that his disciples should take care of them, first in small things, then in greater things. First through feeding them bread, then in feeding them the living word of God. 
In this passage, Jesus singled out one disciple to train him in the shepherd way, Philip. We do not know how many times Jesus had singled Philip out before or after this event, and what had been his response. But in this particular event, it seems that another disciple Andrew revealed a great learning mind for the shepherd way. Let’s see first about Philip. Read verse 5. “When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, ‘Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?’” There must have been 10,000 people there including women and children. Jesus’ question seemed ridiculous for there was no way on earth to feed this many people on short notice. Still Jesus asked this of Philip and for a good reason. Read verse 6. “He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.” John makes two outstanding comments here. He tells us that Jesus asked this of Philip only to test him. He also tells us that Jesus already had in mind what he was going to do. Jesus had in mind to feed them himself. But rather than going ahead and performing the miracle of the bread and fish, he first wanted to give an opportunity to Philip to show himself a shepherd, a worthy man of God whose faith is not limited to what his eyes can see and what his hands could touch, but a shepherd whose compassion compels him to see what God wants to do and what God is also able to do. Had Philip not been so earthbound and calculating, he would have easily passed Jesus’ test. His answer would have not been tainted with human doubts. It would have shone with faith. 

Read verse 7. “ Philip answered him, ‘Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!’” Philip was probably stunned by Jesus’ question. He was a man of reason and of calculation. Jesus must have worked very hard to change Philip’s mentality from worldly reasoning to spiritual reasoning. This time again Philip gave the wrong answer. He gave the wrong answer mainly because he listened to Jesus’ words rather than look at Jesus’ heart. Jesus’ words were incredulous. But his heart was filled with the loving desire to help these people out by any means. Had Philip listened to Jesus’ heart he would have known that this is not a matter of calculating costs and availability of material things, but a matter of heart. Jesus had meant to teach Philip that as long as he had a shepherd heart and a willingness to do God’s work, he could do anything. Yet Philip was not ready to think about Jesus’ heart’s desire nor about the many needs of these people. He liked to think about himself first, what he had, more likely what he did not have; what he wanted to do, more likely what he did not want to do. Philip did not have enough money to feed the crowd. He did not have the desire to be responsible for these people. Even though Jesus was with him, Philip’s tendency to think about himself impaired his spiritual vision. So, he did not have. He also could not do. 

God created every human being with a great potential. But our potential can be experienced and achieved only through faith alone. Even worldly people challenge impossible situations at times with the measure of faith God has given to each human being to achieve his or her full potential. The athletes of our time have indeed proved the potential of the human body to do impossible things. What is their secret? It is no secret. They refuse to believe that they cannot do it. They practice until they do it. And after they do it, they strive for more. Sadly though, they become idols to many rather than an inspiration to achieve the spiritual potential. Some people from poverty stricken neighborhoods with no possible way out of a hopeless human situation, have stepped over the threshold of hopelessness and risen to their full human potential. They study with a passion. Work with a passion. They push beyond their limits until they have grown into their potential. They do so not by some magical human power, but by the measure of faith God has given to every human being to rise above the ordinary. Likewise, of course, Philip could not feed the 5000. But he needed to exercise the measure of faith God had given to him and to every human being, in order to achieve his spiritual potential— to be the great shepherd God intended him to be.  Jesus particularly wanted Philip to pass the test of faith. He was such an able man with such great potential to be God’s great servant. But at this time, Philip could only echo what most people say when faced with a hard task “No way, I cannot do it.” 
When Philip did not pass Jesus’ test another disciple Andrew did. Read verses 8 and 9. “Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, ‘Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?’” His words must have sounded so preciously upon Jesus’ ears. They were words that did not come from Andrew’s mind since what he said was ridiculous, but they came from his heart. In his heart, he understood Jesus and his concern for the crowd. In his heart her really understood how urgently Jesus wanted to help this crowd. In his heart he also fully understood that Jesus wanted all of them to take up responsibility for this crowd as well as the work of God. In his heart faith was also shining like a star leading him to do things that otherwise seemed impossible. In his heart, he was the shepherd Jesus had strived to make all of them. 

Andrew’s faith however was not some vague faith that came out of nowhere. His faith was clearly faith in Jesus. What does it mean? It means that he looked at Jesus rather than the situation and circumstance. He knew that he himself could not possibly do anything, but he believed that Jesus could do! When his faith was in Jesus, suddenly his way of thinking expanded beyond what is possible, probable and limited. The hopeless situation looked hopeful. The impossible became possible. It was faith in Jesus at work in his heart. So, with this faith, Andrew brought five loaves and two fish to Jesus. It was the expression of his faith. It was indeed a precious faith, exactly the faith that Jesus expected all his disciples to have. 
Most people who read the Bible do not understand the heart of Jesus. The heart of Jesus is simple to understand– it is always “to love God and to love others as ourselves.” Basically, the entire Bible details to us the love and compassion of God for his people. And those who know the heart of the Savior do not stumble when they come across commands such as, “Love your enemies,” or “Feed my sheep.” For the most part, they are impossible commands to obey. But they are not impossible when we know Jesus’ heart. They are not impossible when we know that Jesus has prepared this work from the start and all they have to do is listen and obey. They are not impossible especially when we come to Jesus with faith and prayer. This is the real miracle behind feeding the 5,000— that one man had faith to look at Jesus and to trust him to do the impossible. 


Every person has at least five loaves and two fish in their lives to offer to Jesus. God’s gifts to us are many. When we consider all that God has made us to be, and what he has endowed us with in life, it is likely that we will find more than five loaves and two fish which God has given us. God is not looking for what we do not have. He is only looking for what we have in order that he may work with it– in order that he may use it in his great work. We need to learn from this lesson to look for what we have and bring it to Jesus in faith and in prayer. 


Read verses 10-13. Jesus accepted Andrew’s small offering and did the great work of God through it. We too need to learn how important it is to exercise our faith. To engage in prayers. To give our offerings of five loaves and two fish to God. Let’s participate in the Lord’s heart to bring the love of  God to young people this summer by preparing the summer Bible conference.  
