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People Followed Him… Because
John 6:
2 [Read 6:1-15]
Key Verse 6:2
“and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick’” 

Jesus made it perfectly clear that while man’s work is subject to Sabbath Laws,  God’s Work is not. God’s life-giving work cannot stop, but must go on day after day until the end of time. What kind of Work of God, however, was Jesus talking about? He was talking about the healing of the invalid man. But that was only a small part of the Work of God, a physical kind of work that does not always end in Life. (5:14) The real Life-giving Work of God happens in the hearts of men and endures to eternal life. (6:27) And that kind of work can only happen when we hear Jesus’ words and put our faith in God who sent him. (5:24) This is the ultimate manifestation of God’s Life-giving Work when we let the Word of God into our hearts to heal our hearts, to change our hearts and to rule our hearts with Life-giving. 
 Jesus so much wanted them to hear his Life-giving words and be forever blessed by them. But they were offended by his words. Who on earth can be offended to hear the Words of God? Jesus’ own words tell us who. “How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?” (5:44) When a person only does what he is supposed to do when others are looking; when the praise and approval of men is more important to him than God’s approval; when his outward actions cleverly conceal what is really in his heart; when what he says and what he does are two completely different things; when he is concerned about what others think of him more than what God thinks of him; when his relationship with God doesn’t worry him as much as his relationship with others; when he does many things to please those he loves, but does little to please God; when he has mastered the art of living the outward Christian life, but lives a completely different life when he is alone— that’s the kind of person who is often offended when he or she is confronted with the truth of God’s words. We must not be like that. Rather we must humbly bow to the words of our Lord Jesus and welcome them into our hearts to do their life-giving work.    
When proud men who praised each other’s uprightness closed their ears to Jesus’ Life-giving words, Jesus did not turn his back on them. Instead, Jesus graciously gave them an eye opening Bible study on how to recognize Jesus and his words amidst their spiritual blindness. Jesus showed them the overwhelming number of witnesses that testify to him. Among all these witnesses, Jesus urged them to look and to see the very work which God had given him that loudly testifies to Jesus. He had been doing a Life-giving work ever since he came to this world to be its Savior. It was no hidden work. Rather it was work done in the open. One magnificent work had been the work done on the Samaritan woman, and later on her townspeople. She had been discarded by the world as a no-good woman. The wounds on her heart were more visible than the wounds of the Invalid man. It was nearly impossible for any man to reach this woman’s heart for her hearts was harder than stone. Yet Jesus, the Good Shepherd reached that inner sanctuary of her heart with his words of grace and truth. No sooner did his words touch her heart, that the walls of her heart crumbled, and the sunshine of God’s love began to filter into her darkened heart. She had many wounds, too many to count; too many grievances; too many life issues for anyone to deal with; simply too many failures and pains, too many sorrows and drudges. But when the love of God touched her heart, all these things melted and she could no longer taste anything in her heart save for the grace of God. In her new found faith, she forgave all things, and surrendered all things to Jesus. She was not a small hearted and small minded petty woman, but indeed a woman who knew the value of God’s grace in her life. It was the work of a few words of Jesus that she had let into her heart. It was a work of life in a once dead heart— ironically deadened by the harshness of life. Who can be a greater witness than the very work Jesus did in this woman’s heart!
Jesus did not need witnesses to testify to him, yet he gave them a slew of witnesses partly to abolish any lingering doubts they may have, but mostly to open the eyes of their hearts that they might see Jesus and his work all around them even in the midst of life’s hardship and troubles. Sometimes we see the world and its pull becomes too strong. Sometimes we see failure and it hardens our hearts. Sometimes we even become self righteous and only see the offenses of others and our own rightness. But Jesus gives us many witnesses to remind us of who he is and who we are. Jesus gives us witnesses that we might see him and by seeing him that we might also see hope and blessing even in the midst of despair. 
After his Bible study on the subject of witnesses, Jesus continued to do things that loudly testify about him. In the first part of chapter 6, there is a most famous story about Jesus— the feeding of the 5000. Before we study it in detail, we need to view it as Jesus’ continuing effort to help all people, especially his disciples to recognize him as the Creator and Owner of all things. The miracle Jesus performed in this passage boggles the mind. Non-believers cannot negate or brush off this incident as a work of fiction because of the overwhelming evidence that it actually happened. So the skeptics say that Jesus fed the 5000 not by some miraculous power, but by implication or by the power of suggestion. In other words, this great crowd could eventually be fed when one of them was willing to share his meal with another. Thus it would seem, they say, that Jesus suggested to all who were present that day that they should share their meal with their neighbors. And when everyone had agreed to share, then all 5000 could eat. This is ridiculous of course, since it is easier to create food for 5000 people out of nothing than to weed out selfishness from their 5000 hearts. Those who suggest that the miracle happened through sharing really do not know the very basic things about human nature. 
The feeding of the 5000 was an event like none other in all of human history. Jesus had been struggling to teach the religious leaders to listen to his words more carefully and to watch the work he was doing more closely, because in these things was a formidable testimony about him. He did not want them to perish in their ignorance but to live through faith in him and in his words. They didn’t! And neither did the crowds who followed Jesus. They too were spiritually blind. Read verse 2. “And a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick." The crowds were very much influenced by the religious leaders who themselves were either too proud to accept Jesus or too blind to see the evidence about him. This crowd was the very crowd that had been served by Jesus. They had witnessed not only Jesus' words but Jesus' works as well. They were loved by Jesus and touched by his mercy. They had experienced firsthand the grace of God through Jesus. Therefore, they should have been the first to recognize Jesus and to follow him simply because he is the Son of God— the Promised Messiah. But the author John laments that these people followed Jesus for the wrong reason. They followed him because they saw miraculous signs in him. In other words, they followed Jesus for the hope of receiving some benefit from him. John also mentions this as a warning for us not to follow Jesus for wrong reasons, but for the right purpose— that is, for the purpose of honoring and worshiping him as the Son of God.
Sometimes Christians may lose the point of following Jesus. Initially, sincere people follow Jesus because he is the Son of God. They follow him because in him they see the compassionate God and the giver of life. They follow Jesus because he alone has the Words of eternal life. Mostly, sincere Christians follow Jesus because they love him and eagerly desire to serve him, offering themselves to him in purity of heart. But sometimes when we Christians become too comfortable in the grace of God, we tend to lose the purpose of why we are following Jesus. Then, if it happens that we are not properly honored as we would like to be honored; and if our sacrifices are not openly  acknowledged; and if we are not sufficiently praised, then our hearts slowly become smaller and smaller. Finally, when we do not receive what we hope to receive from Jesus for all the prayers we have offered and for all the sacrifices we have made on Jesus’ behalf, our hearts close up until they shut off. We have then become like those who follow Jesus for the prospect of getting some benefit from him. The Bible warns us that we must not follow Jesus for the hope of receiving some miracle or benefit in our life, but for the great testimony that Jesus is God and King worthy of all things even if we receive nothing. 
Jesus then fed the 5000 miraculously in the hope that they would realize that he is the Creator and Owner of all things. It was a great testimony to who he is. He did so out of his eagerness for them to know him, and by knowing him to also have life. We must be careful how we view and how we live our Christian lives. We must live them as a testimony to Jesus. We must also be careful to look around and witness what Jesus is doing so that we might know him better and by knowing him better to also know how we can share in his life giving work. May God close your eyes to the useless things of this world, and open them to see Jesus everywhere. Amen. 
