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Testimonies About Jesus
John 5:31-47

Key Verse 5:36

“I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me.”
There are many things in this physical world that we are sure about. For instance we are sure that the world is spherical in shape and not flat. We are sure that night follows day. But when it comes to life, most things in life are not quite so cut and dried. We are sure that we feel okay today, but we’re not quite so sure just how okay we really feel. We’re sure we want a long vacation, but we’re not quite as sure we can afford one. And that’s only day to day life. What happens when we consider the spiritual world? Some are sure they want to believe in Jesus but not so sure if they should also believe in Mohammad as well. Others are sure their faith is only in Jesus but not quite so sure how strong their faith in him really is. Or what about some of the more critical questions of life such as ‘who we really are’ and ‘what we’re supposed to be doing in our life’? At times it seems we aren’t so sure what we believe or think or do anymore. And when we look around for answers, we realize that no one has the answers either. Worse yet, no one can help us. For this reason most people become like Cain and end up just drifting along in life as restless wanderers, skeptical of all things and indifferent to their own demise. 

At times like this, I thank God for the Bible— the word of God— which is the anchor of the soul and light to the path of life. In Jesus’ day the uncertainties of life were just the same as in all other ages. Most people also didn’t know what to believe and what they were supposed to do. But in the midst of this quagmire of crippling despair and fatalism, Jesus came to put an end to the most critical of life’s many uncertainties. He revealed to us who he really is; he helped us to see who we really are; and he showed us what we’re supposed to do with our lives. And Jesus did this with unmitigated evidence that has survived the generations and will survive even beyond the bounds of time. It is this indisputable testimony that has been the anchor to our soul and the light for our way. When the Christian soul falls into the pitfall of life’s uncertainties, we remember Jesus’ testimony about himself and take anchor our soul. 
The Jews were persecuting Jesus for healing an invalid man on the Sabbath. The law says that man must not work on the Sabbath. So Jesus was clearly breaking the law. But the law also points out that miraculous work cannot be done through a man if God were not with him. Jesus deeply understood their dilemma regarding him. Jesus did not fault them for being uncertain about things especially where the word of God is concerned. They were right to say that work must not be done on the Sabbath, because God had decreed it absolutely. But they were wrong for believing that the healing of the invalid man was breaking the Sabbath law. So Jesus helped them to understand that the work of healing or of restoring a broken man is the kind of work that transcends all other laws. Therefore, it cannot be considered ‘work’. But if they insist on calling it ‘work’ then Jesus pointed out to them that in that case, God himself is continuously doing this kind of work. Every moment of every day, God Almighty is pouring out his blessings on this world, healing broken people, giving sight to the blind, renewing deadened hearts, rebuking, encouraging, helping, shepherding the lost, and reviving the souls. When Jesus told them: “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working” (17), Jesus wanted them to see that he was doing exactly what God himself is doing and what God wanted Jesus to do as well. Jesus wanted them to acknowledge that the work of life-giving must go on without stopping until every soul has been touched by the grace and mercy of God. Jesus wanted them to go beyond the letter of the law so that they too can be God’s good coworkers and do the work God wanted them to do. 
But they were not ready to listen nor to open their hearts to what was good and true. In their stubborn pride, they accused Jesus of blaspheming and equating himself with God. But Jesus would not give up on them. He really loved them and wanted them to listen to what he was saying. So again he said to them: “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” (24) Jesus grieved that they were not listening to him. If they persist in their stubborn pride, they would remain dead in their sins. They would not be able to receive what they had worked so hard to get— eternal life. Still Jesus would not give up on them. He was determined to help them. Jesus wanted them pass over from all the uncertainties they seemed to have into the certainty of God and of eternal life. So he devoted the rest of his teaching to helping them see the overwhelming evidence that he was who he said he was— that he is God the Son— that they have life and by having life they may become his coworkers in the salvation work God had sent Jesus to do. 

Read verses 31-35. “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid. There is another who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is valid. You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.” Jesus said that if he testifies about himself, his testimony is not valid. Of course his testimony is valid. But Jesus was appealing to their own laws that the testimony is valid when there are more than two or more witnesses. So Jesus pointed them to John the Baptist who was Jesus’ first witness. John’s whole life was centered around being Jesus’ God-sent witness. John lived to testify to Jesus, to who Jesus is and to what Jesus had come to do. He was born to two aged parents who raised him according to the instructions God had given them regarding their son. When the time came for him to assume his mission, John went out preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. When he was asked who he was, John clearly told the world that he was not the Christ but the one who had come to prepare the way for the Christ. Finally when Jesus appeared, John confessed openly: “Look the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) John had lived every moment of his life in order to fulfill his one mission of life— that is, to testify that Jesus is the Son of God, the Christ who had come to save the world. But even though John’s life was clearly a life inspired and directed by God himself, the Jews refused to listen to his witness. They challenged him and opposed him and finally made sure that he fell victim to the evil king Herod. The evidence was overwhelming. Then why didn’t they believe John’s testimony? 
And if John’s testimony isn’t enough, Jesus went ahead and showed them another who testifies that Jesus is who he said he is. Read verses 36-37b. “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me. And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me.” But although John’s testimony was valid, Jesus appealed to them to consider another witness. Jesus called the work of God he himself was doing one of the greatest of witnesses to Jesus. Who had ever made the eyes of the blind man see? Who could heal the skin of a leper? Who could make the lame man walk? Only God can. Jesus did all these things in the view of the whole world and more. But that was not all. Jesus gathered all the unwanted people and gave them special attention. He served the crowds every day with a love unheard of and unequalled to. Jesus spoke words to us that no other man had ever spoken. He embraced a woman after casting her demons out of her. He sat down with tax collectors and sinners and spoke to them like a father speaks to his son. We cannot forget what Jesus had done for us as well. Sometimes even when the evidence is overwhelming, our own sinfulness blinds us to who Jesus is and what he has done and what he continues to do among us. Jesus is our God, our Savior who came to set us free from sin and to take us to be with God in his kingdom. Jesus himself asked the Jews to see this glorious witness and realize that God himself testifies to Jesus. Then why didn’t they believe him?
Jesus continued to bring out his precious witnesses. Read verse 39-40. “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.” Now read verses 45-46. “But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.” John testified to Jesus. The very work that Jesus did also testified to Jesus. When they refused to either believe John or the work of life Jesus was doing, Jesus appealed to them to consider his other witness, the very word of God which the Jews so carefully followed. The whole Bible is a testimony that Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus acknowledged that they had given themselves to intensive Bible study. But when they studied the Bible, instead of seeing what God wanted them to see— that is, Jesus— they only saw what God could do for them. They studied Bible in order to better their own lives. They studied Bible to gain knowledge. But they did not study the Bible to learn what God wanted them to learn the most. God gave us the Bible so that we might find ourselves as sinners, and then also that we might find Jesus as well, and surrender our hearts, lives and souls to him in repentance, in thanksgiving and in faith. But most people study the Bible for their own betterment, or for gaining something from God, or for the sake of showing off some knowledge. The Jews studied Bible but they never listened to what the Bible teaches. They studied Moses but they never heard what Moses had to say about Jesus. So in the end, they could quote verses and laws but they could not grow closer to God nor teach anyone about God. 
Jesus really wanted them to acknowledge all these witnesses who testified to him. The witnesses were overwhelming. But they never accepted any of the testimonies God sent them about Jesus. The question is why? Jesus gives us many good reasons why they refused to accept anyone’s testimony. Read verses 37-38. “And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent.” Also read verses 41-44. "I do not accept praise from men, but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts.  I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?” According to Jesus, there were many reasons why they refused to accept even the most obvious and convincing of testimonies. Jesus said that they did not accept any testimony because they did not listen to the word of God. When they did not listen to the word of God, they could not hear what  God was saying to them. So even though they studied Bible, they did not hear the message God had for them in the Bible. But fundamentally, Jesus tells us they did not accept the witnesses because they had no room for the word of God in their lives. This is a serious problem of most people. They make room for everything else, but when it comes to the word of God, they make no room for it in their lives. Then when the time comes for them to hear God’s words as a matter of life or death, they cannot hear the word of God nor find his will. Then in resigned sense of failure they say that God is no longer with them any more nor does he love them. In the end they become like Cain, going through life with much uncertainty and doubts about everything. 

We must always make room for the word of God in our daily lives. We must also listen to the word of God very carefully. When we study Bible we must study the Bible with reverence and a clear sense to find the will of God and to obey it. Otherwise, there is a danger that even if the word of God speaks to us, we would not be able to listen to it nor to the testimony of those who have it living in their hearts. 
Jesus also tells us another reason why the Jews refused to accept the overwhelming testimony about him. Jesus said that even though they study Bible diligently, they had no real love for God in their hearts. One of God’s primary commandments is that we love God with all our heart mind strength and soul. It is imperative that we love God because in loving God can we also listen to his voice, hear his words and obey his will in our lives. The Jews pretended to love God by their many ceremonies. But they did not love God in the way God wanted them to love him. God wanted them to embrace the life of faith, of humility and of mission. He wanted them to be sensitive to the word of God, repenting before it, and attentive to its wisdom. God wanted to love him by keeping their hearts rooted in his word, so that they might lead others to him in love. But these people only loved themselves. When they only loved themselves they were no longer ready and willing to please God with their lives but strived to only please themselves and each other. Jesus accused them of no longer seeking God’s praise but seeking praise from one another. In other words they no longer did things that please God but did things that made them look good in each other’s sight. But that was a big mistake. When they only loved themselves and lived to please themselves and each other, as Paul says: “their hearts were darkened and their thinking became futile.” And finally they lived in sin away from the grace of God.  
It is a blessing that God has given us the Bible, the anchor to our soul and the way to life. As we said, life is full of uncertainties. But Jesus eliminated all such uncertainties from our path. We have evidence that Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior. We have evidence that Jesus died on the cross to give us the forgiveness of our sins and eternal life. We have the testimony of the word of God which has within it all we need to overcome the world and live as God’s faithful servants. The word of God also gives us assurance who we are and what we must do. We must remember that we are Jesus’ witnesses and must witness to Jesus in and through our lives. When there is uncertainty, may God lead you back to himself through the testimony of the word of God. Amen. 
