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Jesus' Vision For World Salvation
John 4:34-38

Key Verse 4:35

"Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest."

The Samaritan woman's life had completely turned around. She had once been a woman who had boldly sinned. Her life had been a testimony to the power of sin at work in her heart. But when she accepted the Words of Jesus into her heart, she was changed into a different person. She no longer boldly sinned but boldly served the God who showed mercy to her. Her life became a testimony to the power of God at work in a dark and sinful world. With her whole heart she hurried into town loudly testifying to the grace of Jesus to her. She confessed that the Christ who knew everything about her wretched life of sin had not condemned her, but had rather offered her the grace of forgiveness. She did not have to say anything about her changed life because it was evident that she had been touched by God's grace. No one needed to question her either, for they had all stood witness to the miracle of her change. Then they all rushed to Jacob's well to meet the One the Samaritan woman called her Savior. And when they had all listened to his Words of life, one by one they put their faith in him. Their confession was as sincere and profound as that of the woman, for they declared: "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world." (42) 
All in all, it was a time of momentous events in the spiritually hopeless district of Samaria. In that desolate place, Jesus had reached out to an untouchable woman caught in a web of sin. It was an act of mercy to a desperate soul. But she had responded to the Savior's unexpected and priceless gift of grace. And she had voluntarily done what God wants all his redeemed children to do; she became a witness to the grace of God. She had not calculated who would believe and who would not, nor did she fear scorn and humiliation. Rather she was driven by faith. And when by faith she set out to witness, the spring of living water in her own heart welled up and overflowed to everyone. And the fruit it yielded was unimaginable— except for Jesus who believed. Who would imagine that an intractable woman like her would respond to the grace of God! But Jesus believed. Who would imagine that a whole town of untouchable sinners could be brought to faith in Christ! But Jesus believed. It was Jesus' faith that refused to see what others in their despair and fatalism see. It was his faith that looked beyond the physical reality and what the world in its blindness cannot see and saw the spiritual reality. It was Jesus' faith that saw the hope God holds for all people— the hope of a glorious spiritual harvest. Through one person, Jesus saw the hope of the hopeless many. Not only those who believed that day, but all those who would believe at the living testimony of every Christian thereafter.  It was Jesus' hope. It was his glorious vision. 
But before we can look closely at Jesus' hope and vision for world harvest, we need to see the source of this vision. Jesus' vision was rooted and founded in the will of God for him and for others, and also in Jesus' desire to fulfill the will of God in his life.

Look at verse 34. In his joy, Jesus declared "My food … is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work." He had done what God willed him to do. Against all hope, God had willed him to hope for this one sinful woman. In hope, God had willed him to help her see the light of God. It was a most difficult work. She had been in bondage to Satan, who imprisoned her through sin. As long as she yearned for men's love, she would remain a prisoner of her sinful desire. As long as Satan coerced her to keep her heart set on men, she would remain a man worshiper. Jesus' work would indeed be difficult. Jesus needed to battle Satan's iron grip on her soul. He would have to lead her out of Satan's dark dungeon into the light of God. With undying hope, Jesus finally fulfilled the will of God and brought this woman from death into life. And when he had done so, Jesus felt utterly fulfilled. Even his hunger disappeared for a while. And with great joy he expressed to his disciples the answer to the question that has eluded man since the beginning of time. What is the source of true happiness and of fulfillment! Since antiquity men have searched for that which could fill that part of their lives which always seems to be lacking and unsatisfied. In their search they have tried to fill up their hearts and souls with everything from love to money. But nothing seemed to work. Then Jesus in all his glory taught us that happiness and fulfillment are possible only when we fulfill the will of God in our lives. There is a unique sense of joy and fulfillment which comes to those who do the will of God in their lives. And God's will does not change with time. It remains ever the same. To rescue the prisoners from the power of Satan and to bring them to the freedom of Christ. And we can do that not by our own power or ability— but by standing as witnesses to the grace of God in our lives. 
Men are mostly unhappy in their lives. Most are in general unhappy with their lives. No matter what they do with their lives, and what they achieve in their lifetime, there is a general sadness that overshadows the whole world. Whether it is the rich or the poor, the successful or the unsuccessful, the simple or the complicated, the wise or the foolish, it is ever the same. Men cannot seem to find happiness wherever they go and whatever they do. And so many resort to unnatural means to scrape some happiness from wherever they can find it, whether it is legal or illegal, natural or unnatural, noble or profane. But they find that nothing works for more than a short time. Some try to change their lives, and their habits. Other try to change schools or apartments. Still others try to change their life partners or abandon their children to the world. But they do not achieve the sense of fulfillment every human being is desperate to find. But the Bible teaches us clearly what makes the world sad. And it teaches us the antidote to this misery. Sin brings a bit of joy into man's life. But after the effect wears off, sin pours out on the heart immense sadness and misery. No human being believer or otherwise is immune to tricks of the devil and the ravages of the sin he so powerfully promotes in men's hearts. Simply, sin— regardless of whether it is a sin of pride, or a sin of indifference, or a sin of lust or a sin of desire— brings misery to the souls of all those who plunge into it. And this world knows no antidote to this terrible sadness which visits upon every sinner. Try as they may, the end of every human being is miserable, even if he dies in a bed of roses. But God in his mercy gave us the gospel. And the one antidote to the power of sin in our lives is the gospel and faith in Jesus. But that is not the end. It is only the beginning. While the gospel saves us from the power of sin and gives us the joy of salvation, it does fulfill every spiritual need. That is why the New Testament is full of exhortations to serve God and to do his will— to follow Jesus and to obey his teachings. It is in fulfilling the purpose of our lives, that is in serving God’s mission in our lives that all traces of sadness disseminate and inexhaustible fulfillment begins. 

Even Jesus the King of Heaven rejoiced in fulfilling the will of God in his life. While men run away from doing what God would have them do, Jesus fully pursued the will of God in his life. While men find excuses why they cannot or will not serve God's purpose, Jesus willingly sought after the will of God. Jesus understood his disciples well. Generally as human beings they were unhappy. Life was difficult. To add insult to injury, they were persecuted for following Jesus, adding to their troubles. Furthermore, they will never rise in the world, rather they would sink deeper and deeper into oblivion. The world would abandon them as unstable people, and cast them out of its circles of society. What Christian has not felt the pain of following Jesus— all have. Jesus understood his disciples well. Inwardly they were unhappy. But he did not sympathize with them. Rather he taught them time and again that they must overcome the sadness by doing the will of God. He took them with him wherever he went and taught them to do what God wanted to do. In all his work, the will of God seemed to be in saving souls, and rescuing those who are trapped by the power of sin and of Satan. Jesus rejoiced in serving this Samaritan woman, until she was changed. And in witnessing this, Jesus taught them his inner joy. He taught them that his joy is not something that comes and goes according to his mood. It was something that he acquired every time he served one person and saw to the blessing of one person. It was this joy that Jesus wanted so much to plant in their hearts. It was this joy he wanted them to experience. But they would not experience it until they accepted the truth that man's fulfillment comes from serving God's will. Years later, every one of these disciples did what Jesus did— they fed the flock of God and led them to salvation. None of them lived a humanly fulfilling life. Rather in their lives they tasted suffering and hardship. Some of them tasted misery untold. But their legacy remained the same. They served God with a great sense of fulfillment, and with a fervor that had no bounds. 

After Jesus taught his disciples the source of his joy in serving one Samaritan woman, he taught them how to maintain this joy in their hearts. Look at verse 34. "My food … is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work." There is joy in doing the will of God. But like everything else, while we are living in this world, even heavenly joy wears out after a time. For this reason our Lord Jesus in all his wisdom taught his disciples how to maintain joy and fulfillment in their lives. To do so, they must like him finish the work God has given them to do. It was Jesus' greatest joy the day he offered up his life on the cross for our sins. Painful as it may have been, Jesus still found great inner joy and satisfaction in fulfilling the will of God in his life to the end. He was not only called to be a shepherd. He was also called to lay down his life for the sheep. And so he did with a willingness that surpasses human understanding. Through that, he not only experienced the joy of heaven, he also passed down to us the secret of maintaining a fulfilled joyous life. It is in finishing that God has called us to do. 

As it is life is hard. To add to that, we are called to serve God. And if that were not enough, we are also called to continue serving God and his purpose regardless of our circumstances— to the end of our lives. Even if we experience success once or twice, there is no guarantee that our spiritual life would be a life of successive victories. For this reason, many become discouraged. Some become disillusioned. Others become weary of the work of God. Some may even lose the joy of God's grace in their lives. And then the work which is supposed to continue to the end, suddenly stops. And when it stops, the original sadness and emptiness begin to creep back into the heart. How to maintain doing the work of God? How to maintain the heavenly joy of serving God? To do so we need to see the world with Jesus' eyes. We need to have Jesus' faith. We need to embrace Jesus' vision. Jesus lived and served God with God's vision burning in his heart. What vision was it? It was the vision that one person is precious enough to serve. And also the vision that one person can become the spiritual ancestor of many. When Jesus saw hope in one, he had hope for the many. 
Read verses 35-38. "Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor." This was the scope of Jesus' vision. He saw the full harvest before it even happened. No sooner did the Samaritan woman leave for her town, that Jesus saw the spiritual harvest of the entire town. Jesus also saw the harvest that was to be as well— the harvest field of the whole world. How could he hold on to the hope and vision of the harvest? Jesus could maintain his hope and vision as long as he had God’s compassion for one soul. Jesus knew the heart of Father God for all people. He knew the heart of God who would sacrifice all for the salvation of the one and the many. Jesus knew that God would not rest until one by one, the harvest was done. When we know the heart of God, it is not so hard to have such a vision. And when we give our hearts to serving God’s flock, it is not so hard to maintain a vision for the whole world. 
Jesus also knew that the hardest part of salvation work had already been done. Since the beginning of time, God had planned to rescue all sinners. Against all odds, God raised men and women of hope and of vision throughout history. He raised Abraham to be the father of faith for the whole world. Then he raised David to be the shepherd after God’s own heart. Meanwhile, so many people of God laid down their lives to maintain the faith and to keep the flame of God’s hope burning. It was impossible to believe. Life was extremely difficult to olive. Still, they believed and kept the vision alive in their hearts and passed it on to their children. In God’s appointed time, the culmination of God’s hope and vision came to this world. When Jesus came, he waged war against the devil who had kept all people captive of despair and hopelessness. Jesus fought with him and rescued so many who had been his prisoners. Even though sometimes it seemed as if Satan was winning, Jesus did not waver in his faith. He knew that the final victory would be his when he laid down his life on the cross. It would be by far the hardest part of the salvation work. But Jesus died and through his death, the greatest hope was realized and the most wonderful vision was completed. In his death and resurrection, Jesus shattered all of Satan’s power. And what once was a prison of sin for many now became God’s harvest field for all who believe in Jesus.  
Serving God, and maintaining the life of faith seems very hard. Even maintaining spiritual life seems almost impossible in a world that keeps on pulling us to itself. The easiest thing is to lose our vision for, give up the hope and surrender to the world. But no Christian should be tempted to do so. We can fight the temptation when we know the grace of God for one person. And when we know the love of God for all. And most of all, when we know that the harvest has begun and will continue until Jesus comes again. We must always keep the hope and vision alive in our hearts. And with this hope we can love and serve one person. And with this vision we can be sure that God will use us to harvest America, the Middle East, China and the whole world. But in our hope and vision we must not forget nor ignore the harvest field God has put us in. Triton College and all Western Chicago suburban schools seem to be a barren land. But from Jesus’ point of view they are not barren at all. Rather they are harvest field just waiting for the harvesters to come to work from day to day until all have been rescued and brought back to God. Let us have hope. Let us have vision. It is the will of God for us. 
