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To Do The Will Of God
John 4:27-42 

Key Verse 4:34

John has a unique way of writing the gospel story. First there was the noble Nicodemus in all his arrogance. He had sought Jesus to inquire of eternal life. And the words Jesus gave him remain a wellspring of life for anyone who has ears to listen. Then came the ignoble Samaritan woman in all her arrogance. She had not sought Jesus, but Jesus was the one who sought her. And the words he gave her also remain a wellspring of life for anyone with ears. Two people vastly different of culture, of status and of dispositions of life meet Jesus and have words with him. Of all their enormous differences, they still shared one thing in common. A sinful nature which had kept them apart from the longing of their hearts. They both longed for God and his kingdom. Then at Jesus' words they both experienced the awakening of their souls. The last words the Samaritan woman says to Jesus expressed her longing for the Christ. And Jesus' last words to her had been: "I am he". The story would have ended there with one helpless sinner restored to God and his kingdom. But to John who recorded this gospel, the story was not ending but just barely beginning. 

John then records for us the events which followed the life giving dialogue between Jesus and the woman. What followed this one conversion was the conversion of many. And John records for us not only Jesus' words but his mood as well. "I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest." The conversion of the Samaritan woman brought great joy to Jesus' heart. At the same time, he also expressed his vision to reach many unreachable souls through this one woman. It was part of John's unique way of revealing Jesus' concern for one soul, and then without lessening the importance of that one soul, also of revealing Jesus' vision for the redemption of the whole world. 
Today's passage may be divided into five distinct parts. First, Jesus' disciples' reaction at finding Jesus talking with a Samaritan woman. Second, the evidence of the woman's  conversion. Third, Jesus' fulfillment in accomplishing God's will. Fourth, Jesus' vision for the salvation of the many through the witness of the one. And fifth, the result of the woman's witness to her townsfolk. It is not necessary to look at each of these parts extensively. But it is necessary that we look into Jesus' heart and see what it was that brought great joy to this shepherd's heart. It is equally necessary that we look into our own hearts to see what must be done to pattern our heart after that Great Shepherd's heart. 
Read verse 27. "Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, 'What do you want?' or 'Why are you talking with her?'" We may view this remark as being a trifle odd since we personally find nothing wrong in the fact that Jesus was talking with a woman. But we must understand the times and circumstances in which this event took place. Jews did not associate with Samaritans. Men did not openly associate with women neither in private nor in public, let alone with women as notorious as this Samaritan. In all likelihood, she herself was expected to retreat back to town upon seeing Jesus sitting at the well, or wait at a discrete distance until he departed. Or upon witnessing this woman's impertinent approach to the well, Jesus himself was expected to retreat to a modest distance. It may have been the strict custom of the times. 
But when they arrived at the well, the disciples were completely taken by surprise. There was their most noble and illustrious Master socializing with a woman of an obvious ill reputation. To say the least, it was an improper thing for Jesus to do. Actually it was also unthinkable. Almost an abomination. Neither Jesus nor the disciples could afford a scandal of this sort, especially not when every effort was being made to reveal the Christ to the nation. Even a single rumor could jeopardize the whole mission. So it surprises us all the more that the disciples remained quiet. They did not question him. They did not voice their serious concerns about it. Rather, they kept the matter to themselves. But the author John later recorded this unforgettable detail. It shed light on the disciples' spiritual progress. They had refused to wallow in their human thinking and did not allow their emotions to cloud the truth. They loved him sincerely. And where there was love there was also trust— a growing trust in a Teacher they had grown to love and to respect as a servant of God. 
Read verses 28-30. "Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 'Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?' They came out of the town and made their way toward him." What took place here reveals several things about the Samaritan woman. Clearly, Jesus' words to her "I am he" sunk deeply into her once sinful and wounded heart. And his words had been words of life to her. They had taken away her guilt and had healed her wounds. Her sins had been many, too many to lay down at the feet of Jesus. Her wounds had also been deep, too deep for any hope she may have had for recovery. Men had been her problem, her serious problem. When she was younger, she had given her heart to men in her pursuit of love. But now, years later and after several men had come and gone from her life, she was still as empty of love as she had ever been. Suddenly she had realized that she had worshiped the wrong god. She had given her heart and herself to the wrong persons. But when Jesus offered himself to her, and led her to the true worship of  God, she freely accepted him. When his love filled her heart, her world suddenly changed. Her heart filled up. Her sorrows and shame dropped away like mist in the sunshine. Now she was again the woman she had sorely always longed to be— a woman in Christ. A spiritual woman of worth. Once she had despised those who despised her. But now, she no longer felt any resentment towards anyone, not even towards the men who had used her, for she herself had been greatly forgiven. In her joy she rushed back to speak to the very people who had shunned her and whom she had also shunned. She no longer felt dirty. She felt clean. She no longer felt alone. She felt kinship with her townsfolk— a kinship so strong that she was willing to share the good news with them. She was now a changed woman. 
And she was a woman with a message. Her message was simple. "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" She had been born again as a woman in Christ. She had been forgiven and healed. She was now free from all the things that had weighed her down with sorrow and guilt and shame. But somehow she could not rejoice all alone. She could not simply abandon a whole town of people enslaved by their own sins. She felt a nagging need to do something. It was a feeling so strong which came upon her heart at the moment she had reconciled with her Savior. What she felt in her heart was the sense of mission born to the hearts of those who receive the forgiveness of God. She needed to tell her story to everyone. She needed to tell everyone about the love of God that saved her from her wretched self and brought her the joy of eternal life and the kingdom of God. In other words, she needed to witness to the Christ and to her own change. And so she became a witness of the good news of the gospel. This woman had no formal theological education. No one ordained her as a minister of Christ. She had no great and unique ability to capture people's hearts. But she made no excuses. She had no hesitations. Simply she was a forgiven woman who had tasted the grace of Jesus. And that was enough to compel her to witness and to make her one of the greatest witnesses of all time. There is much to learn from her for those who have resolved not to share the grace with anyone else. 
Read verses 31-34. "Meanwhile his disciples urged him, 'Rabbi, eat something.' But he said to them, 'I have food to eat that you know nothing about.' Then his disciples said to each other, 'Could someone have brought him food?' 'My food,' said Jesus, 'is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.'" After the Samaritan woman left for the town, the disciples seem to have had a hard time convincing Jesus to eat something. John tells us that they urged him to eat, meaning that he had already refused their food offering several times before. But why would Jesus refuse something to eat when he was obviously as hungry as they were? It is hard to tell why when we know the heart and the mind of the Shepherd. On the good Shepherd’s heart was ever one thing— serving God. And on his Shepherd’s mind there was also one thing— raising disciples. Jesus was hungry, perhaps starving at the time. But somehow he made a decision to deny himself for the sake of teaching his disciples one of the most important lessons of their lives. He wanted to teach them that there are things in life that bring more satisfaction to man than the simple pleasures of life, such as eating. 

Physical men satisfy the hunger of their stomachs with food. Not that there is anything wrong with that. But the problem with physical men is that they interpret all things in life in the same manner— physically. In the end, when they feel the need to satisfy their hungry souls, they try to fill them up with physical things which are mostly sinful things. When the soul is hungry it seeks satisfaction. And when it does not know where to be satisfied, it goes astray filling itself with harmful things that end up damaging their souls. Jesus understood that his disciples were still growing spiritually. So, the worldly concept of craving and fulfillment was strong in their minds. They still thought that man can find true fulfillment in such things as food and drink, comfort and security. They needed to know that there is a certain hunger which such things cannot satisfy. They also needed to know that there is a kind of fulfillment— a spiritual one— that transcends any fulfillment achieved through the worldly pleasures and necessities of life.
Jesus had just experienced such spiritual fulfillment. So he said to them, “'I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” They should deeply think about what Jesus was trying to teach them. But instead, they consulted with one another to see if someone may have earlier brought him some food. So Jesus explained: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.” This was a remarkable revelation. Jesus was terribly hungry. But he was not miserable nor grouchy as most people become when they are hungry. Jesus was rather happy. Something had deeply satisfied his soul’s desire— something which had overshadowed his physical hunger. And it had given him a deep sense of fulfillment. 
Jesus’ fulfillment came from two sources. It came from doing the will of God. It also came from finishing the work God had given him to do. 
When God created man, he created him with a mission. He created him with an innate desire to do the work of God. He created him to do something great for the glory of God. At the same time, God created man with a soul that cannot possibly experience a full sense of satisfaction nor fulfillment unless he or she does the will of God. And so, from the beginning of time, those who have abandoned their mission to do the will of God, could not possibly satisfy the yearning of their souls either. Ultimately, they suffered grievously in their souls. On the other hand, those who have embraced their mission to do the will of God have experienced a great sense of fulfillment. Jesus once said: “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you.” (John 6:27) It is futile to labor for things that do not really satisfy our hearts and souls. If we do, we waste our lives in vain pursuits. We suffer unimaginably. 
On the other hand, the Bible relates countless examples of those who did the work of God and as a result experienced a deep sense of fulfillment. They may have had to suffer much. They may have had to go hungry at times. But nothing could take away their inner joy in doing what God willed of them to do. They stood witness to the truth that doing the will of God fulfilled their deepest yearnings and satisfied the hunger of their souls. The Samaritan woman is one of these. She had experienced nothing but misery when she sought to satisfy the emptiness of her heart with men’s love. She may have had moments of happiness while in the act of sinning. But in the end, she was left desolate and distraught. However, no sooner did she do the will of God, than she felt joy swelling her soul. Jesus was the ultimate example of those who experienced heavenly fulfillment in doing the will of God. It was God’s will for him to shine God’s light into the darkness of men’s souls. When he gave the woman the gospel of life and she received it, there could be no greater joy for him than witnessing the hand of God rescue a lost sinner. 
Jesus also wanted to teach his disciples that inner fulfillment also comes from finishing the work God gives each of us to do. Many people begin strongly in the gospel. They taste the satisfaction within their souls every time they do something for the glory of God. However, in time some become lazy and habitual in doing the work of God. Finally they begin to degenerate. Soon they no longer experience any satisfaction in their humdrum lives. And the work of God given to them comes to halt. But rather than seeking God’s help, they strive to fill the growing sense of emptiness within them by over indulging their physical appetites. Their end is then worse than their beginning. There is something glorious in doing the work of God. But there is something even more glorious in finishing what God gives us to do. By the well of Jacob Jesus finished the difficult mission of serving a decadent woman with the grace and truth of God. There were times when he could have stopped. But he persisted! He persisted because Jesus hungered to do the work of God and because he also hungered more to finish the work God gave him to do. We must examine our lives in the light of this passage, and take up once again what God had entrusted us to do. In this, there is a fulfillment that we all long for amidst our difficult lives. 
After Jesus explained the nature of his satisfaction to his disciples, he went on to share with them the vision he had upon finishing the work God gave him to do. In the moment of his great joy in fulfilling the work of God, Jesus’ heart opened widely to see yet greater joy than that. God showed him the wonderful fruit of his labor on the woman. Read verses 35-38. “Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” There are many precious teachings in this vision of our Lord Jesus. But at heart, the one teaching he deeply wanted to plant in his disciples’ hearts was the vision itself. The vision of serving one person. And from there, also the vision of serving the multitudes as well. Jesus had served one sinful woman until she had accepted God’s gift, had changed, and had gone to be what God willed her to be— a witness to God’s grace in her life. When Jesus had a vision of serving one person, God filled his heart with the vision of the many receiving the gospel of life. To hold onto such a glorious vision of world salvation is not easy, especially in a world driven by mundane and futile visions of self, of self interest and of self-promotion which are ultimately all self-deceiving. This vision of world salvation however grows in the heart of him who holds onto the vision of serving one person at a time. Then, one vision gives birth to another. In the end, the vision for one grows to include 12, then 120 and after that the whole world as well.  

Read verses 39-42. “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, ‘He told me everything I ever did.’ So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his words many more became believers. They said to the woman, ‘We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.’” It was the fruit of Jesus’ vision for one sinful soul. The woman was changed, then became a witness of the grace of God and of the gospel of life. When she fulfilled her mission in witnessing to others, they came to see Jesus. And when they saw Jesus and heard the word of God, they too believed and were changed into witnesses. Jesus’ vision of the great harvest of souls was being fulfilled right before their eyes. May Jesus’ vision for one person fill our hearts and grow to world salvation. May we experience true satisfaction from doing the will of God and finishing the work God has given us to do. Amen.
