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When Messiah Comes
John 4:1-26
Key Verse 4:25,26


“The woman said, ‘I know that Messiah’ (called Christ) ‘is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.’ Then Jesus declared, ‘I who speak to you am he’”.
The Pharisees had been very wary of John the Baptist and his ministry. They had followed John's progress with suspicion and skepticism. They had confronted him on the River Jordan to state whom he claimed to be, and what had been his purpose. They did not believe him nor did they credit his words, and did all they could to subvert his growing popularity among the people. Then suddenly out of nowhere came another man, far more influential that John had ever been. And just as suddenly as this Man Jesus had appeared, so did his popularity suddenly also rise to a crescendo. Worse yet, his influence among the people seemed to by far exceed John's influence. Suddenly they were beset by two incredibly powerful men, and each with a revolutionary new teaching that threatened to shake the very foundations of the society and religion they had thus far held with an iron grip. And so the Pharisees, the very authority and power of the nation, found themselves on very shaky grounds. What is more, all that Jesus said and did seemed to make them look bad— very bad. In a frenzy of scheming and plotting they spearheaded a campaign aimed at maligning John and Jesus and their respective ministries. They tried to set one ministry up against the other. They thought that if they could only ignite some rivalry between the two camps it would be enough for the two to destroy each other. Ordinarily that would have worked on any political opponents. But they evil plots could not touch what John and Jesus were doing. 

Neither Jesus nor John had any political interests. The true character of John's and Jesus' ministries were spiritual in nature. It was a ministry of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. It was a ministry of faith. It was a ministry of holy obedience to the will of God. How could the Pharisees fight against these servants of God whose work was aimed at the hearts of men! They couldn't. Even their plot to use Jesus' own rising popularity to discourage John and his dwindling popularity did not work at all. Rather the plan backfired on them. Their evil plotting rather encouraged Jesus to completely avoid the areas under Pharisaic authority and to enter a place where no other Jew would even dare go. And then the revolution which Jesus had brought about through his new teaching suddenly expanded to areas where no Pharisee could touch. Samaria! It was the beginnings of what later would be known as 'world mission' in its larger sphere, and of reaching 'the ends of the earth'. 

As we studied last week, Samaria was considered a foreign country of savages and barbarians. A country of exiles and outcasts, of half-breeds and sinners. And it was there that Jesus entered to bring the lost back home to God. And incredibly, when Jesus pioneered that forsaken place Samaria, he did not begin by reaching the most amiable and congenial of people. Rather he started with the most brittle of people. He started with a woman scarred and damaged by a long life of sin. To her Jesus extended an invitation to come back home to God. And through that, life came back to her and spread out from her to include everyone who came in contact with her. Jesus had reached her heart and torn down all the walls built around her callous heart. And what tore down those walls had been a few words radiating with the precious and one sided grace of God. 
Jesus' words: "Will you give me a drink" opened a way into her heart that no other words nor anything else could have done. They were more powerful than any teaching, any counseling, or any other tool used to reach her heart. Jesus' words of grace still remain as the most powerful instrument in reaching our hearts and the hearts of all those who are damaged by a life of sin and sinning. Those who learn this become like Jesus, men and women capable of reaching people's hearts and brining them back home to God.  
But let us be clear about something. Reaching someone's heart is good. But it is not enough in the journey back to God. Jesus reached this woman's heart with his grace. She opened her heart and responded to his grace. But it wasn’t enough to set her soul free from the powerful forces that had kept her chained to a life of sin all her life. To be set free from the chains of sin in her life, she first needed to acknowledge her sin. In other words, she needed to see that she had indeed been a sinner living in sin. That is not so easy however. Most people have a blind spot in their lives, such that they cannot or will not acknowledge their sins nor their sinfulness. After she had acknowledged her sin before God, this woman now needed to take the second step in her journey to salvation. She needed to repent of her sin. And that too is not so easy. She would have to turn away from the sins that had kept her apart from God all her life. And finally she needed to accept Jesus' invitation to enter her heart and to make Jesus the Lord and Master of her heart and life. That final step where this woman would turn her heart and life over to Jesus in humble surrender. For a woman who had been used to running her own life for so long, this step would be the hardest of all, to live her life from now on no longer according to her own will but according to the will of God. Yet, we see from this passage that she had done so. 
But to do so, Jesus had to move on from offering her grace to offering her truth. As we have seen in chapter one of the gospel of John, Jesus did not come with grace alone. He had come with grace and truth. Therefore, while grace opened the way to her heart, it was truth that finally convicted her heart to surrender her heart and life to Jesus. 
Look at verses 7-15. Read verse 7. “When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’” Even though these were words of wonderful grace to her, they did not come to her cheaply. It came to her at the high cost of the Savior's sacrifice. He is the Holy God, while she was an unholy sinner. He was crowned and seated in Heavenly glory while she was mired in a world of decadence and corruption. But Jesus gladly paid the price to bring this woman words of grace. He left all behind in order to bring himself to her level and to offer her the gift of God, which is himself. When Jesus said to her, "will you give me a drink", it was the voice of God inviting this woman to receive the grace of God freely and to accept it as God's good gift to her. Of course, she was not ready for such wonderful and precious grace. She had been damaged by her own sins and the sins of the men who had used her in the course of her life. Naturally then, she could not fully open her heart to receive such grace from the hands of Jesus. She questioned him. She tested him. And Jesus never retreated from his original offer of God's grace to her. Rather he went one step further saying to her: "but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." First it was an invitation to receive the grace of God. Now Jesus went as far as inviting her to receive the first of eternal life. Once her heart was closed. Now her heart was completely open. She was now ready to make a confession. She was ready to acknowledge her sins. 
Look at verses 15-17. "The woman said to him, 'Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.' He told her, 'Go, call your husband and come back.' 'I have no husband,' she replied." This was her confession before Jesus. She had confessed that her soul had been thirsty. She had been a thirsty woman all her life. Her soul had been barren. Her sin had been in trying to fill her soul with the love of men rather than with the love of God. She had thirsted for the love of men. But in the end, no man could fill her heart nor fulfill her desire. No man could quench her thirst. She honestly confessed that she had no husband, that though she had five husbands, none could satisfy her thirsty soul. Now she stood before Jesus as a sinner. She stood with a humble request that her soul be quenched. It was the second step in her journey to salvation. 
Read verses 19-20. “’Sir,' the woman said, 'I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.’” She had already made her confession of faith that she had been a thirsty woman. She had confessed that her soul had never been satisfied, especially not from the men from whom she had sought to satisfy her. Their love was unquenching. Their love had been like a few drops of water falling on the arid desert of her hearts. It was a sincere confession. But now she was ready to go beyond a confession. She was ready to go beyond simply stating that she had sinned against God. She was now ready to identify her sin before God. She could do so when she realized that in an effort to satisfy her thirsty soul, she had indirectly worshiped men rather than God. It was a great discovery about herself. Most people are too dull or indifferent to see how they had sinned against God, and what sins they had offended God with. But she had tasted the grace of Jesus and was now ready to accept his truth as well. 
She had been drinking from the wrong wells. But more than that, she had been worshiping at the wrong altar and in the wrong temple. She had worshiped men all her life without knowing it. But now she was ready to worship the One True God. She was ready to make amends with God by repenting of her sins and worshiping him at the altar of his grace and truth. But she did not know where she could go to worship this precious God who had visited her through Jesus to extend his invitation to her. When Jesus saw how sincere she had been in her confession and repentance, Jesus taught her a glorious truth. Read verse 24. “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” Jesus taught her that God is Spirit and those who worship him must give their hearts, minds and souls to him in truth. He meant that God accepts her worship even here, even now, if she would just turn her heart over to him. To worship God in truth is to decide to give her heart to live by God’s truth. In that sense, she must wholeheartedly surrender her life to God to live a life that pleases God and serves God’s purpose. 
When she heard these precious and life giving words from Jesus, her heart was now fully restored. She was happy that God not only forgives her sins, but welcomes her worship and invites her to a new life in him. One thing remained still before she would be fully restored to God. It is one thing to know one’s sins, and to confess them before God, but unless one is forgiven by God, it would all be for nothing. The Samaritan woman knew that she needed the forgiveness of God for her sins. And she also knew something most people were too proud and ignorant to know. She knew that only the Messiah could offer her the forgiveness of her sins. 

Read verses 25,26. “The woman said, ‘I know that Messiah’ (called Christ) ‘is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.’ Then Jesus declared, ‘I who speak to you am he.’” It was the moment of her homecoming. She wanted forgiveness for her sins.  She had been waiting for the Savior Messiah to come so that she might request forgiveness. And now she expressed this holy desire of her heart to the only one who was able to enter her heart with his grace and truth. She hoped that he would understand her desire and comfort her in her hope to someday meet the Savior. But Jesus did more than that. Jesus revealed himself as her Savior. In doing so, he offered her not only forgiveness for her sins, but God’s many blessings. She was now welcome back home to God her father. She was blessed and a source of blessing to others. Through her Jesus reached all the Samaritans as well. Praise God for Jesus who came to open the heart of this woman and to invite her all others to eternal life with him. Amen. 

