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The Father Loves The Son
John 3:31-36

Key Verse 3:36

"Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."
John's statement here regarding eternal life is simple and clear. Whoever believes in Jesus has eternal life, and whoever does not believe in Jesus does not have eternal life and remains under God's wrath and condemnation. It is also equally clear that God judges all things in regards to his Son Jesus. Particularly eternal life hinges on man's view of Jesus— that is, who Jesus is and how we regard him. The world may think many things about Jesus, and may accord him much honor and respect. But it is all futile if the world does not regard Jesus exactly as God would have us regard him— that is, as the Son of God and the Savior of the world. In essence then, Jesus is at the center of all life, and the pride and joy of His Father God. As the Bible says, God has made this Jesus both Lord and Christ, (Acts 2:36) placing all things under his feet. (35;1 Cor. 15:25-27) Why is all this relevant? Because this is exactly what John the Baptist wanted to relay to his somewhat confused disciples. In their ignorance, they compared Jesus to John. They accorded Jesus a place of honor in their hearts. But in this they made a huge mistake. Jesus is indeed great. But his greatness is of a different nature than that of John's. As the Heavens is higher than the earth so also is Jesus greatness superior to that of John. 

In John's concluding teachings to his disciples regarding Jesus, John explains to them the nature of Jesus' greatness. Jesus is great but not because he serve God's higher calling; he is great because he is God. He is great because he holds the salvation of men in his hands. He is great because he has denied himself and his heavenly privileges and has come down to this world to give his life as a ransom sacrifice for our sins. It is this faith then, the faith in who Jesus is and in what he has done that works eternal life in the hearts of those who believe. And this in itself is the nature of Jesus' greatness—  His true and heavenly greatness. John wanted to be sure that his disciples regarded Jesus with due honor and bowed down to worship him, for in his True Greatness Jesus was God Himself and thus worthy of all worship and honor.  
Read verse 31. “The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all.” Here, John paints a true picture of who Jesus really is. He paints a comparative picture defining the difference between John himself and Jesus. First of all, Jesus is the One who comes from above. And thus He naturally is above all. Next, John tells us what or where “above” is. He explains that Jesus comes from above, meaning that Jesus comes from Heaven. In conclusion then, Jesus is of Heaven and also comes from heaven. Therefore, he is not entirely flesh nor are his origins of flesh and blood, but that He is also Spirit and his origins are from Spirit. This will later give John’s disciples solid facts enabling them to make a comparison of Jesus and  of John. 
On the other hand, let’s see what was John’s views himself or how he knew himself to be. In verse 31 John tells us two things about himself. He tells us that he is from the earth and that he also belongs to the earth. Meaning that he is flesh and blood as were his origins of flesh and blood. Amazingly, the great John the Baptist truly knew how to regard himself in and through Jesus. He was his cousin, born of his aunt Mary. While Jesus was learning the skill of carpentry from his adopted father Joseph, John himself was in the desert learning the skill of asceticism, denying himself the very basic necessities of life and beating his body down to obedience and to compliance with the rigors demanded of the life of a prophet. In other words his life had not been easy. His sacrifices many. His purity phenomenal. And the greatness he had risen to beyond any other in human history. Finally he arrived on the scene of God’s work already beaten with the harshness of the life he had sacrificed for the glory of God. Who could define this man’s greatness? Who could compare with his life poured out like a drink offering to the One he had come to announce? What could compare with his glory? No one. Yet in all this John considered himself a man of the earth, born of the earth, belonging to earth and speaking as one from the earth. His humility goes far beyond any humility we encounter with any man. Man is by nature proud. Thinking that he is owed for his small sacrifices. Believing that he is great by virtue of the little love he gives to others. Demanding much in return for the little that he gives to God and to his fellow man. And surprisingly, he considers what he has done worthy of God’s own recognition. In extreme cases, such a man is bound to even consider himself equal with the Divine and with the Divine’s many servants. Yet John, in all his glory never imagined himself to be more than simply flesh and blood, and Jesus to be Heaven’s Son and far greater than he ever had been. 
There was such a man like this in spiritual history. Abraham had been a man known as the friend of God. Even God himself considered Abraham his own friend. One time, when God was about to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, God was reluctant to tell Abraham of it, knowing full well that Abraham had a sheep in Sodom who was in danger of being swept away in the destruction of that loathsome city. Yet God still needed to tell his Friend Abraham of it, so that he might intercede in prayer for his sheep Lot. But when Abraham was given that unique opportunity, the man did not take advantage of his friend and mentor God. He prayed. But his prayer was clothed in the meekness of a man who knew full well the true nature of his being. He was a friend of God. But he was also a man of flesh and blood who did not deserve God’s grace and mercy. So Abraham prayed. But not as a friend of God. He prayed as a man indebted to God and not worthy of his favor. He prayed confirming and reaffirming his standing with God. He prayed reminding himself that he was no more than flesh and blood. There are very few people who are deeply aware of their standing in God. They do not take advantage of God and his mercy. They do not speak as if God and men owed them the world. They speak as those who know the blessing of humility. They speak as those who know the heart of God for the humble. God is humble. He speaks to the humble. He walks with the humble. As Abraham was humble to God, so also John was humble to God and to Jesus. He was great. But he never let it corrupt his heart and mind. He knew the source of his own greatness, and it was earthly. He knew the source of Jesus’ greatness and it was heavenly. By that, John was able to live and die a humble servant of God rather than a servant of his own self. Thus he lived to serve Jesus with complete humility. He took nothing for himself. And he gave his all to Jesus. A unique man but not at all alone, for many have followed his example, dying to themselves and putting on the armor of the gospel and of Jesus. 
According to John who was desperate to teach his disciples how to regard Jesus, Jesus was none other than the Son of God— God himself. Therefore, John taught that Jesus transcends everything and everyone. Even though he became a man, by choice, he became a man in a way that is different from all other men. He did not come from the loins of men but came from the Spirit of God. His true Father was the Holy Spirit. He had the nature of a man. But he was above all men because he had the heavenly nature of God the Father of all men. Jesus is above all things in heaven and on earth. And this becomes a faith that every human being must adopt and practice if we are to be in good standing with God and do what is right in the sight of God. Most of times human beings— especially Christians— do wrong in the sight of God simply because they fail to see who Jesus truly is. He is the friend. Yet he is more than a friend. He is the Lord and owner of our lives. He is our shepherd. Yet he is more than a shepherd. He is the Shepherd of our souls who guides us in the way of life. When we believe this, we stand in awe before Jesus and follow his leading in all things. When we believe this, we fear nothing. We know in our hearts that he gathers and protects his own. To Nicodemus, Jesus was only a godly teacher come from God. But to John Jesus was God who holds all things in his hands. So while Nicodemus could not accept Jesus’ words, John said: “a man can only receive what is given him from heaven. He must become greater and I must become less.” 
Read verse 32-34. “He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. The man who has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit.” When God sent Jesus to this world to be the Savior of the world, God also entrusted Jesus to teach men the truth of the gospel. He instructed him to teach men the blessings of heaven and the curses of hell. Jesus was to teach men the word of  God regardless of how painful the words of God was to the ears of men. To those who lived in rebellion against God Jesus taught the dangers of God’s wrath. To sinners Jesus taught the necessity of repentance. Jesus taught the futility of human humility and the glory of spiritual humility. He taught the obedience that comes from faith. He taught the absoluteness of serving the mission God has entrusted his people with. And when Jesus spoke the words of God, he did not speak of his own. He spoke through the Holy Spirit who testified time and again that all that Jesus taught was the truth of God and his divine will. Jesus indeed came to testify to the truth of God. And indeed John came to testify to the truth of Jesus and his words. God had provided such great witnesses to testify that the gospel is a matter of life and death, that men aught not take what God had done for them lightly, that Christians aught to live lives worthy of the gospel they were called to live. And when God entrusted John with this testimony, John did not struggle with losing his status in society. He willingly and graciously bent the knee to Jesus at whatever cost, and believed and accepted all that God had in store for him. When God had called him to be a great man, John humbled himself and submitted to a brief moment of greatness. When God entrusted John to give up his future greatness for the sake of glorifying Jesus, John did not struggle with giving up his spiritual privileges. Rather he gloried that God had found him worthy to be imprisoned for the sake of Jesus. Such a man as this was truly unique and great in every way. His purpose was Jesus and his life was Jesus and his future was Jesus and his gain was Jesus. Whatever he did he did for Jesus. His pain was great when people rejected his message. And his joy was complete when they accepted his message. Thus John had become Jesus’ best coworker in the field of world mission and world salvation. 
Truly we too have been called for the same. We have been called to set ourselves aside and to embrace Jesus and his glory, to serve his glory and to live and to die for his glory. No other life is worth living than this. No other testimony or witness can match this. Every man wants to be great. But there is no greatness apart from the greatness of being a witness to Jesus and his coworker in God’s salvation work. 
Read verse 35. “The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands.” There is no love greater than the love God has for his son Jesus. And no love greater than the love Jesus has for his father God. Likewise, in the Christian life, the same is true. As God loves his son and does all things for the sake of his Son, so also the church must love Jesus and do all things for the sake of the Son, our Savior. When we love Jesus as God wants us to love Jesus, then we can understand the sacrifices God asks of us who love Jesus. Love demands sacrifice. And without sacrifice there can be no work of God. Praise God who has called many sacrificial children into his history so that the work of God may continue and bear the fruit of life. Amen. 
Read verse 36. “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.” This is the reason God has sent his Son into the world that whoever believes in him shall have eternal life. And that whoever does not believe in him shall bear the consequences of that unbelief. Jesus is God. Jesus is the Son of God who sacrificed all things so that you and I can have eternal life. When we know who Jesus is and what he has done for us, we also know his true and awesome greatness. Then we can do as he calls us to do, and serve his history with humility and with tears. It is the least we can do for the one who loved us enough to give his life in exchange for ours. May God bless us this Easter to truly know who we are serving, so that our service to this King may be humble pure and life giving. Amen. 

