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His Disciples Remembered
John 2:17-22

Key Verse 2:22

"After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken."

The Passover was Holy. A Feast commemorating God's grace of deliverance for his captive people. Likewise, the Temple where the Passover was celebrated was also Holy. A place where the people of God came together to thank God for his grace and to renew their relationship with God through blood sacrifices. But more Holy was the heart of the man or woman who came to the Temple at the Passover time with a humble repentant heart. To such a person God kindled faith and fanned into flame the hope of salvation. But the keepers of the Passover and of the Temple had long ago forfeited this privilege and blessing. They had brought unholy things into the Temple defiling and corrupting what was Holy. In the end, all those who celebrated the Passover at the Temple lost the meaning of the Passover and in turn defiled the Temple with their unholy things as well. Jesus was soon going to offer Himself as the final sacrifice of the last Passover. But when Jesus witnessed the corruption of the Temple with what was unholy and ungodly, he was heart broken over what had become of these so called people of God and their Religious leaders. He should have left them to their own filth and corruption. But instead, the Lamb of God cleansed the temple of all that which was unholy. What he did teaches us two things. The first is that God does not and will not tolerate sin and its unholiness in his Temple. And the second is that Jesus will cleanse that Temple of all its corruption. 
What Jesus did at the Temple reflected what he will do in the near future for the temple of man's heart. Man's heart is corrupt and unholy ravaged by sin. Even if man desires God, God cannot dwell in the temple of man's heart in the condition that it is in. It would require cleansing before God would come to dwell in it. And God who hates sin but who loves people made that possible. Jesus would soon give his life to undo the damage sin had brought upon the hearts of all people. His Holy Blood will soon flood the hearts of those who believe and will drive away the sin which defiles them and makes them unclean in the sight of God. If Jesus did not sacrifice himself as the Passover Lamb, the hearts of all men would be as corrupt and evil as the Temple that day, where God cannot dwell. And we would perish in our sins and in the corruption of our own hearts. But when Jesus cleansed the Temple that day, it was like the bright light of hope that God who hates sin but loves sinners would sacrifice His Son to cleanse their heart-temples of sin. 

Still, there was no excuse for these people to let the condition of the Temple become so corrupt and unholy. It reflected what was in their hearts. Outwardly they praised God. But inwardly they worshiped money and the unholy things of life. Their hearts were as corrupted and defiled as the Temple they were supposed to Keep Holy for the Lord. When Jesus saw the condition the Temple was in, he was furious. He was furious with the corruption that had overtaken the Temple. And he was furious with those who had allowed the Temple to become so defiled by their love for unholy things. And so, Jesus acted out the Holy anger of God against the corruption and against those who had compromised with the corruption. He made a whip and drove them away. Why didn't Jesus simply talk sense into them? Because sin and corruption cannot be reasoned with. Because sin and unholiness are invaders that cannot be gently driven to reason. No one can talk sin into leaving them alone. No amount of wishing and hoping can drive the corruption we have invited into our hearts. They are like the tenacious jaws of a beast that will not let go. Jesus understood the nature of such darkness. It cannot be dealt with gently. It must be dealt with savagely, as savagely as it ravages the hearts of men. So, Jesus dealt with it as a surgeon cuts out a cancer growth. 
What Jesus did must have been a frightening thing to witness. It seemed as if Jesus had lost his mind and had gone on a rampage. No one had ever done anything like this before. There are countless ways to interpret what Jesus had done. But how we interpret his action at the temple or anywhere else is very important. Why? Because how we interpret Jesus’ actions gives us insight into the heart and mind of God. It is a wonderful thing to be able to understand why Jesus does what he does or why he says what he says. But that is usually not easy to do. Many people live and die not knowing the heart and mind of God. Others spend a lifetime to understand what is impossible to understand with their own senses. To understand philosophy we must see the world with philosophical eyes. Likewise, to understand Jesus we must see all that he says and does from God's point of view. In this sense then, the disciples were amazing. They could have judged Jesus' actions as strange, or simply too harsh. But read verse 17.  “His disciples remembered that it is written: ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.” Even if they did not understand what he did right away, consider their attitude and their faith. To understand Jesus' actions, they relied on the word of God. And they found the answer in the word of God. They put aside their own way of thinking and their own feelings about what Jesus did and looked to the word of God. In the word of God they found their answer.  


We can then say that the disciples responded to Jesus' actions with faith, rather than with reason or emotion. They had every reason to become emotional or judgmental. But they decided to look upon what they saw with eyes of faith. In other words, they looked on what Jesus did with trust. And when they looked with eyes of faith, God opened their eyes to see exactly why Jesus did what he did. Jesus was not being strange nor harsh. Instead he fiercely loved God and his Temple. And Jesus would do whatever it takes to protect and to honor it as the House of God. In other words, they saw that Jesus’ actions were the symbol of Jesus' faith in God and his love for God. Some people never grow spiritually. They cannot grow spiritually as long as they are quick to measure things by their own standards. Human standards are futile and they cannot help us know God and understand him. The way to spiritual maturity is to discipline ourselves to measure all things with the word of God. Only the word of God can give us access into God's heart and mind. When we measure things by faith in the word of God, we can also understand who God is, and what God does in this world, and how God does it. Eventually we understand all things that are usually beyond man's understanding, and thus we grow to be a spiritual person whom God and others can trust. 
That day, there were two kinds of spiritual leaders witnessing Jesus' cleansing of the temple. The first were the disciples raised by Jesus to serve his world wide gospel work. And then there were the religious leaders of the temple as well. Witnessing how they had invited corruption into the Temple, no wonder they neither understood what Jesus had done, nor cared to understand either. They were worldly. And they saw things from the world's point of view. Read verse 18. "Then the Jews demanded of him, 'What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?'"  They did not measure Jesus' actions by faith nor by the word of God. Rather they measured what he did with human standards. Humanly, what Jesus did threatened their own authority. They saw what Jesus did as a challenge to their own authority. So they demanded that he shows them some sign to reveal the authority by which he did this. They were petty men who only measured things by their own petty standards. And their standards were mostly corrupt. So they measured Jesus according to the corruption of their own hearts. They were like wild animals defending their territory, and challenging an intruder. 

Jesus did not answer their question in the way they wanted it answered. He would not engage them in a competition of power or authority. Jesus rather taught them something they were not ready to learn. Jesus gave them the gospel message. Read verse 19. “Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” This is the gospel of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Jesus simply gave them the ultimate proof of his authority.  They were looking for a seminary degree as a sign of his authority.  But Jesus gave them the message of life. One day, he would give his life as a sacrifice for sin. And God would raise him up from the dead and make him the Lord or lords and King of kings, and Messiah. The Temple would no longer be the stone and mortar temple. The Temple would become Jesus himself. And men would no longer need to go to the temple to make sacrifices for sin. And no one would be able then to corrupt that temple, because it would be a living Temple, made holy by Jesus' sacrifice and resurrection. 

Jesus gave them a glorious teaching. The temple they held on to would perish. Their money would perish as well. And all their profits would perish. Their degrees would perish. And even their names would be forgotten. It was not worth it to live a few years in the comforts of this life making profit in the temple only to see it perish and to lose all things. God would provide men with a new temple that cannot be corrupted. It would be Jesus, sacrificed and risen. He would become the only Temple which men may come to worship God in and through. Jesus taught us that day that he is the temple. He is the one who can bring men and God together. It would be his temple that we must seek and approach God for worship. How gracious is Jesus who helped these blind people to think ahead to a time when their temple would no longer exist and the only temple they can come to God through would be Jesus. In Jesus all men would come to repent and to receive forgiveness. In Jesus who is the Lamb of Sacrifice, all men can come to worship God and to honor him. In Jesus there would be corruption. There would only be a zeal— a burning zeal to love and to honor God. 

The religious leaders didn’t understand Jesus’ words.  They thought he was talking about their temple. When they closed their hearts to Jesus' teaching, they also closed their hearts to any kind of cleansing Jesus was ready to give them. They were educated in religious things. But they knew nothing of faith. They knew about God. But they did not know God nor his Son. They did not know that they were sinners in need of salvation. They did not know nor accept that they were under God's wrath. They did not understand that their only hope of forgiveness and of salvation was to come to Jesus the New Temple, and be cleansed through him. They lived in the only world they knew, a world of material goods and comforts. And they did not know that God was ready to destroy their temple and with it all the corruption that has come in. Their physical lives seemed okay. But their spiritual lives were in deep trouble. In their effort to hold on to their material lives, they had become blind to the truth of God. 
Read verses 21-22. "But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken." It is a great comfort to know that even though the disciples did not understand the full impact of what Jesus meant regarding his body being the new Temple, they sill trusted his word and believed. It was their faith which brought them near to Jesus, until they could fully understand the gospel of his death and resurrection. May God help us to measure all things through the word of God. And many God help us to come to Jesus our New Temple and find forgiveness and cleansing for our sins in him. And may God cleanse the temple of our hearts and make it a dwelling place for Jesus to come and to live in them. Amen. 
