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Get These Out Of Here
John 2:13-17
Key Verse 2:16
“To those who sold doves he said, 'Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!'"
Let's read verse 12. "After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days." We must give credit where credit is due. The saying that behind every great man there is a great woman cannot be truer than in the case of Jesus and his mother. From the first time we meet her in the gospel story, she steals our hearts for God. For who has heard Mary's response to God's call to a life of suffering with these words "I am the Lord's servant. May it be to me as you have said."
, and was not tenderly and longingly drawn to serve God in like manner? Truly Mary captures our hearts as the model of Christly women. Whether in sacrifice or in servantship, in prayer or in faith she outshines them all. And not because she was given a special dispensation of graces and blessings. But because she had a Son whom God had entrusted to her care, she resolved to teach him everything by example, until such time as he would wield the scepter he was born to carry. Because she had a beloved son to raise, Mary was the first of those who deny themselves, carry their daily crosses and walk in the light of God's word. So, we surmise that Jesus' character was fashioned by his mother's example. The church would be much stronger only if parents would comprehend and heed this truth— that our sons and daughters are shaped by our example, and are therefore destined to imitate what they see and to mimic what they hear at home. And Mary took yet another step in the life of her son. According to verse 12 and thereafter, difficult as it may have been, Mary devoted herself as an advocate of Jesus' life and mission. She was among the first of his faithful disciples, supporting his ministry at any cost. We marvel at her Christian life rooted in gospel faith, and an influence on all those who acknowledge the depth of her commitment to God and to his Son.     
Read verses 13-16. "When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he said, 'Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!'" This event may be considered the second significant event at the launching of Jesus' public ministry. The first had been the turning of water into wine. And this second event is referred to as the cleansing of the temple. For the gentle Jesus whose touch had created the new wine of blessing, what Jesus does now at the temple seems incomprehensible in its severity. But as much as the first event reveals the grace in Jesus, so also the second event reveals the truth in Jesus. While grace is gentle and sweet to the soul, truth is often bitter and painful. Yet the whole life and ministry of Jesus reflected the one along with the other and never the two apart. As much as Jesus came to shed grace on this world, so also did Jesus come to shed truth on the world as well. It was God's will that Jesus descend on us full of grace and truth. And we will explore the meaning of this more fully in future studies. But for now, it is enough to understand that truth is an inherent part of Jesus' character. And that he did not fail to reveal it. But that when he revealed it, it was as bitter to the heart and soul of men as ever. Yet when the truth is ingested and digested with grace, it proved vital to those who would know God intimately. Without it, no man can hope to draw close to God. For the truth drives deep into the heart of man to expose the darkness of sin and to do battle with it. And for those who dare to stand with the truth against the darkness of their own hearts, there comes repentance, followed by cleansing and then life. For this reason Jesus did what he did at the temple that day. He brought truth for those who dare to accept it. And for those who do not, the darkness can only grow darker. 

The cleansing of the temple was one of the most significant events in gospel history. We need to look at it with reverence so that we may know how to apply the same truth and principle it harbors into our own lives. But to fully understand the truth Jesus revealed in this incident, it is crucial that we also understand the circumstances of which the truth was revealed. Read verse 13 again. "When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem." It was therefore the Passover itself in conjunction with the Temple which brought about the truth Jesus had revealed on that day. Let’s first understand them. 

The author John tells us of the time of this event. It was almost time for the Jewish Passover. In other words, it was time for the whole nation to unite in the cause of celebrating the Passover. It was time for the people and their leaders to purify themselves in preparation for the Passover. We may not be familiar with the ways prescribed for such a purification, but we can imagine that whatever purification was involved, it undeniably reflected a purification of the heart— a symbol of purifying one's heart. But to what purpose? For the purpose of giving one’s heart completely to God during such a holy season. Based on Jesus' actions at the temple, it was clear that hearts had not been prepared to welcome and embrace the Holy Passover. A brief history of the Passover can help us understand God's expectations of his people and of the nation at the time. 

The Passover is one of the most celebrated events in human and spiritual history. It was also an event exclusive to the Jews. The Passover to the Jew, symbolized one of the greatest and most daring rescue missions of all time. At the time of the first and original Passover, the Egyptian empire was at the peak of its success as a world super-power. Their subjects consisted of two kinds of people. There were the Egyptians who were the elite nationals, regardless of their classes in society, and there were also the slaves of the nation, largely consisting of Abraham's and Joseph's descendants who had immigrated to Egypt some 400 years earlier but had over time digressed in status to the level of slaves. They had been the labor force of the whole nation, used and abused to build up Egypt. One thing that was to their favor was that these slaves had been Abraham's descendants and therefore, God's beloved people— a people promised redemption in God’s good time. But 400 years had already passed by and there was no light at the end of the tunnel. Many had also resigned themselves to live as no more than slaves to their powerful overlords. Even if there was a hint of escape or rebellion to gain their freedom, it was quickly put down by the sheer magnitude of the odds against them. Moreover, Egypt was formidable as a super-nation. The Egyptian home security program was fool proof.  A highly organized slave system. A fearsome army that outclassed any other army on earth. And a history of no defeat. All these elements made it impossible to even hope that what God had once promised would come true. 
But in all this, God was faithful to his promise. He prepared and used one Man Moses with a speech impediment to bring about a successful rescue of the beleaguered slaves. The purpose of using weak man like Moses as the deliverer of his people was to prove once for all that God is greater than any worldly power. It was God's hope that such a rescue operation as this would plant faith once for all in his people's heart that God is Almighty, and after that to proclaim this God among the peoples of the whole world. And the way God accomplished the rescue operation through Moses was simple. It was also done by faith. Everyone who obeyed God's instructions and smeared the blood of a slain lamb on their doorposts, was saved. Finally every single slave marched out in full view of the Egyptians to the freedom long promised to the Jews by God. 
The Passover was therefore a magnificent landmark in history, commemorating God's victory over the most powerful and oppressive of world dictatorships. It was the day God crushed the head of the monster who had tormented his people's lives for generations. It was the day the people of God were set free from slavery to the Egyptians and given a new life in freedom to worship and to serve God. For the Jews of all time, especially those of Jesus' time, the Passover was no small celebration. It was a celebration of God's power in heaven and on earth. It was also the celebration of God's grace to them that set them free. The Jews of Jesus' time needed to maintain the holiness of this event and do everything within their power to prepare their hearts and minds to celebrate God and  his victory, to celebrate grace and freedom. But look at verses 13-16. They had degenerated into a materialistic nation so decrepit at heart that even the Holy Temple was now being used for buying and selling. No wonder Jesus cleansed the temple. They had defiled it in the corruption of their hearts. 
But to Jesus the Passover was Holy. It was a day to honor God. It was a time to put aside all things in life and turn one's heart to God in faith. It was a time to meditate on God's work across the ages so that the heart may be strengthened and refreshed. If the people and their leaders had kept the Holiness of the Passover and the Temple, they may yet understand what Jesus was commissioned to do. Jesus would one day save the world, including his own people. But he would not do that as Moses had done. Moses accomplished a great victory. But neither Moses nor the people had power to overcome sin. Sin would eventually plunge the people back into slavery—  but a slavery of the worst kind. It was not an Egyptian slavery, but a slavery to a much more cruel taskmaster. While the Egyptian were a mighty nation, yet they were still a nation of flesh and blood. They were not bigger than life. They only had bigger guns. But while Moses battled against Egypt, Jesus would now battle against the devil who has taken all people as slaves to do his will and to accomplish his purpose. The devil was a dreadful enemy that no man could subdue. Therefore, he could not be defeated as nations or peoples are defeated. Someone greater than him would be needed to accomplish this second rescue operation. It would take the Son of God who would give his life on the cross and his resurrection from the dead to defeat this enemy. 

We can imagine what the Passover must have meant to Jesus. And how Holy it must have been. The day would come when Jesus would become the Sacrifice and the Lamb to be slain. The day would come when he would suffer unbearably in his battle against sin and Satan. And it would require his life blood. How preciously must Jesus have held the Passover in his own heart. Surely he viewed it as a time for all people to put aside all things and be immersed in the word of God and prayer in order to celebrate the first Passover and to look forward the Final Passover.
Therefore God’s people, in holy fear of God, should prepare their hearts properly to embrace the full meaning of the Passover and the Temple in which it was celebrated. Of course, God did not expect them to deal with the sin in their hearts. They had no power to do so for only God could deal with the sin in men’s hearts. But God expects God’s people to have a right attitude towards the holiness of God, of the Passover and the Temple. What they cannot do for themselves on the inside is understandable. But what they should and could do on the outside is necessary and of great importance in the sight of God. It is important that they keep the Temple holy. It was necessary that they enter the Temple with a holy desire to change and to seek God's mercy. 

There are things men can do and things men cannot do. We cannot rid ourselves of sin. But we can kneel down in prayer. We cannot change our own hearts, but we can repent. And we can repent as many times as it takes to draw close to God, up to seventy times seven times. We cannot change the corruption of the inner man. But we can open our mouths in prayer as many times as it takes to show God that we have not given up. We cannot be holy by our own effort. But we can shake out of our lives the very things that anger God and make us spiritual invalids. Such actions are necessary in the sight of God. They are acts of faith aimed at disciplining our inner man and showing God how much we hate our sins. I cannot change my heart nor blot out one sin. But I can make a vow to do what is right. To spend on others at least as much as I am used to spending on my self to buy my sinful habits. If criticism arises in my heart against someone, I can force myself to give that person a compliment even if it is the last thing I want to do. There are things we cannot do. But there are things we can do to prepare our hearts for the Passover day after day. We can serve. We can pray. We can sacrifice. We can drag our feet to visit someone in need and pray with them. In time we will find ourselves well prepared to honor God with our lives.  It’s what God expected of his people at the Passover. 
The Jews could not wash their own hearts of sin. But they could clean their Temple in God’s honor and for the sake of helping sinners to draw near to God in repentance and in faith. But what were they doing? They were conducting business at the Temple as if the Passover was an opportunity to make a profit. And the leaders were there to approve of the buying and selling. It must have broken Jesus’ heart to see such an abomination taking place in the sight of God and in his Temple. In holy anger then, Jesus cast them all out. He reflected perfectly God’s anger against the rampant sin of the generation, a generation that has lost all its morals if they were sinning in the Temple in full view of God. 
For this reason Jesus who had come full of grace, unleashed the full force of his truth that day. The truth shone brightly in the midst of the darkness of their celebration, their temple, and their petty lives. It was the truth that God does not tolerate sin. It was the truth that God’s judgment on sin is as powerful and real as Jesus cleansing the temple. It was the truth that men should not forget the grace of God. And it was the truth that man, especially God’s people must not compromise with sin but fight against it as sternly as Jesus fought it on that day. It’s what God expects of us, especially our generation of people who are well familiar with what God had done for us in and through Jesus. 
Today’s temple is the church. But more personally it is our own hearts. It is where God dwells and wants to dwell. The heart of man is a temple. It is the place where he comes to think thoughts and where he goes to feel feelings, where he devises plans and executes judgments. It is the place where he goes to worship. Therefore, whatever lives in his heart is that which he worships. It is imperative that we learn the holiness of this temple which God has given us. We must make every effort to welcome the truth, no matter how bitter or painful it may be, only to drive out the darkness each day. Praise God for Jesus who has defeated the devil and has secured for us a victory and a future that is glorious. We must therefore, remember this grace and strive to keep the temple holy, whether it is the church of God or our own very hearts. Today we must examine our hearts and see what truth we need to accept from the word of God and accept it. It is the only way to cleanse a temple that no one can cleanse on his or her own. 
� Luke 1:38





