
After This
John 2:12
Key Verse 12
"After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days."
    We have thought a lot about Mary, the mother of Jesus' character and spiritual qualities as a woman of God. It is really amazing that a short story like this, only a few verses, can tell us so much about a person. We learned the depth of her sacrifice, the power of her prayer, and the boldness of her faith. With such trained qualities, honed to near perfection by years of living in the sight of God and for his glory, no wonder Mary could make such a mark on history. She started out her life as an ordinary woman, perhaps a girl of very young age. But the moment she said yes to God's call to a life of mission, she ceased to be an ordinary woman. Her faith, stemming from a simple truth such as "I am the Lord's servant", turned her into an extraordinary woman. A simple faith that believed that "my life belongs to God and therefore I must live my life for God" changed her mundane present and ordinary future into an instrument of God to be used in God's salvation history. And that remarkable faith did not stop there. It grew and grew in her heart until she became one of Jesus' most faithful followers and indispensable gospel worker. A simple faith, no more than that and well placed, did all this for Mary, and is still doing all that for many a women who dare to say yes to God's call to mission even when they know how costly that calling actually is. But like Mary, they never count the cost. They only count his grace and the measure of their love for a Savior who never counted the cost in his love for them.
It started with a simple faith that said yes to God. In time, that faith grew until Mary found herself doing what Jesus did. Her sacrifices for the work of God became natural expressions of her faith. Her prayerful nature blossomed until she found herself praying on all occasions. The last occasion had been when a family ran out of wine in the middle of a wedding ceremony. But neither her faith nor her prayers returned empty. In fact, not only did the family recover from a debilitating failure, God also used her to launch Jesus' campaign for the salvation of the world. Ordinarily the untrained eye would find Mary slowly evaporating from the public view, with only few and intermittent appearances here and there in the gospel narrative. But we should know better than to believe or to think such a thing possible. Here then, we must once again open our eyes to see this woman's role in gospel history, not only as one who gave birth to Jesus as if she were no more than a breeder, but as one upon whom God built his gospel work for the glory of God and the blessing to many.
What am I saying? I am saying that there is more to Mary than what we have seen so far. And the final glimpse which the author John shows us of the woman is bigger than anything else we may know about her. And here is the glimpse he gives us into the crown of her virtues. Read verse 12. "After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days." At the wedding in Cana, Mary appeared to be the paragon of servantship to God, a model of all that a servant of God is or aught to be. But in the times after the wedding, Mary reflected the archetype of motherliness, or what a spiritual mother is or aught to be. Read verse 12 again. "After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days." It seems that Mary did not dissipate from Jesus' life and ministry. Rather she supported her son's gospel ministry wholeheartedly and to the end. Hard as it may have been for a woman who had already raised several children to travel about, it seems that Mary followed Jesus' ministry from place, taking along her other sons with her. We find Mary very much a part of Jesus' life and ministry. The good question is, what did Mary do in following Jesus and his disciples all over the place? And although it is not easy to pinpoint exactly what her role in the fellowship had been, there are at least three things we can clearly tell that she did in her life as a follower of Jesus. And all three things in the end spell out the word mother. In other words, Mary mothered him. And by that, she set an example for all Christian mothers for all time. 

The first certainty about her role in the fellowship comes from an obscure passage in the gospel of Luke. Look at Luke 8:1-3
. Even though Jesus' mother Mary is not mentioned by name here, there is no doubt that she had been among these women. She had been the first to set the example of sacrifice at the wedding in Cana. She had gone there as a guest and she had behaved as a servant. Her sacrificial heart was like heavenly fragrance to a small and growing ministry. The treks were long. The work was hard. The gospel had to be preached everywhere. But the company had to eat. Someone had to mend and wash their clothing. There was a need for funds so that the ministry might proceed forward without many hindrances. Jesus never asked for their sacrifice. Rather the women themselves, at least those among them who saw the value of the gospel work and who tasted the grace of God in their lives, and those whose pride was not so important as to harden them serving the menial but necessary things of life— these women themselves out of their own accord supported Jesus' ministry without a word of complaining, without a hint of displeasure. They worked in the background and did two things. They funded the ministry through their own means, and they served Jesus' company in every conceivable way. Their spirit of sacrifice defied culture and tradition. They went beyond what is considered proper or improper, and labored quietly behind the scenes. Their presence was indispensable. Luke was the only one who recorded this oddity, this strange behavior of women in those times. He recorded it not only because it was the most beautiful thing he had ever witnessed in his life, but also because he was fascinated by the power of the gospel. These women were all Jewish women. Tradition dictated that they should remain at home and breed children and cook meals for their husbands. What could change their hearts so much so as to defy tradition. What could change their view of themselves as recipients rather than providers? To Luke who was changed by the gospel, it could not have been anything but the power of the gospel working in the hearts of these women touched by grace. 
Surely Mary had been at the forefront of these women and all their selfless sacrifices. They must have been ignored, slighted, mistreated by ignorant folk who viewed them with skeptical eyes and impure thoughts. But it did not matter that they were not properly thanked nor properly recognized nor properly rewarded for their sacrifices. It did not matter because they were women serving God and not man. In their love for Jesus, and in their deep and uncanny understanding of the importance of gospel work, they threw caution to the wind, scoffed at hardship, endured all things and in the end gave the glory to God. Who would have been an example to them? Surely Mary was among these suffering women, as a pillar of faith and servantship. 

We can talk forever about the women of Luke 8, but in reality we only need read the words with a prayerful heart to fully comprehend their depth and impact on gospel history. Without such women, there can be no work of God. Perhaps the gospel finds no foothold in the western world these days because women such as these are becoming rare to find. While women are fighting for proper recognition and for equality and airing out their grievances in court rooms, the gospel is losing ground in our nation. May God help us to bury out pride and to do what is right for the sake of our Lord Jesus who spared nothing for our sake. 

Mary had also another role in the fellowship of believers. There is a very interesting story that is often difficult to understand. But it is not that difficult if one views it from a mother's point of view. Read Mark 3:20-21. "Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, 'He is out of his mind.'" Initially it is hard to understand why his family, and that including Mary herself, would want to take charge of Jesus, meaning to whisk him away from the crowd with the notion that he is out of his mind. But when we think of it from a mother's point of view, we can perfectly understand why the dramatic behavior. Mary was a mother. Jesus was a high profile person under tremendous pressure to serve the surging crowds. And according to this passage, we can imagine that there had been not once, but countless times where Jesus was so busy he was unable to eat his meals properly. Sometimes, he did not eat at all. Find one mother who would not do everything within her capacity to ensure the health and wellbeing of her son or daughter. A mother is a mother by nature. A mother wants nothing but to protect and shelter her children from the dangers of this world, especially the danger of overworking and malnutrition. Some stories of famine break our hearts where mothers had to give their blood to their hungry children. It is not a small thing for a mother to watch her children suffer. 
Mary would some day have to witness the cruelest things done to her son for the sake of world salvation. But that day had not come yet. When that day comes, she was ready to surrender him to the will of God in fullness. At the present what he needed was to gain strength so that he may fulfill the task God had given him to do. But we must see that she was not only a mother who wanted to protect her son, she was also a mother who wanted to ensure that the work of God in his life is not hindered because of overzealous people or because of his own negligence over his health. It is amazing to see the nature of this mother Mary, who was ready to whisk her son away simply because he was not eating right. To Mary protecting her son was tantamount to protecting the work of God in and through her son. She saw him and acknowledged him as a servant of God first and foremost. And she also deeply understood how important it was for him to accomplish the work God had given him. For that she would do what she could to mother him, even if there were times he did not like her mothering. 

Mothering a son and safeguarding him are almost one. But mothers can be good mothers when they couple their mothering with gospel faith. They are good mothers with they get involved in their sons' and daughters' lives in a gospel sort of way. Some mothers are over-protective while others are under-protective. Over protective mothers get too involved in their children's lives to the point of smothering them. These children do not grow up protected. They grow up with an explosive streak. Under-protective mothers on the other hand do not want to get too involved in their children's lives. Pretending that they are progressive and cool mothers. Such mothers think they can gain their children's respect and love by being a friend to them rather than a mother. But they end up gaining their friendship at the great cost of losing their mother. We must neither over protect our children nor under protect them. Rather we must simply mother them as Mary mothered Jesus, even when they are 3 years old or 33 or even 66. When Mary got involved in her son's life, it was the most beautiful act of faith. Because mothering her son was the evidence of supporting her son's gospel life and ministry. She went about with him in the background, prayed for him, and watched him serve God. When he suffered under the pressure of the gospel work, Mary sprang to mother him by sheltering him from harm. She would do so as long as there was gospel work to be done in and through her son's life and ministry. 
We got glimpses of Mary's mothering of Jesus from several places in the gospel story. But by far, the brightest light shines upon her mothering when we first encounter her at the wedding in Cana. Mary's role in Jesus' life and ministry was, as we said, to support her son's work as he supported the work of God. And her mothering went far beyond pushing a sandwich down his throat. Her mothering extended by planting faith in those around Jesus. her role in the ministry was to plant faith in Jesus' words in people's hearts. What was the purpose of planting faith in their hearts? It was to prepare an environment for her son to do the work of God he was called to do. Her mothering remarkably centered around making an environment for the work of God to happen and proceed in his life. In that sense also she was not only a mother to Jesus but she was a mother to everyone who followed Jesus as well as to those who did not know him nor follow him. 

Mary was called to be Jesus' mother. But she was also the mother of all, the mother of nations. As long as she planted faith in people's hearts, wherever she went— as long as she prepared an environment for the work of God to happen— she was a mother to all. Amazingly her environment making was so spiritual. It was an effort to sow the seeds of faith in his words wherever she went. When we know that our children are not our children but they belong to God, our first priority in mothering them is to ensure that the work of God grows in them rather than gets hindered by our unspiritual behavior. A mother who knows that her son or daughter belongs to God does everything to make an environment in her heart, in her home, and wherever her son or daughter can be free to do what God has called them to do. Mary was indeed a mother in every sense of the word, a paradigm of motherhood and motherliness. In brief she supported her son's life of faith and mission. To do that, she had to separate in her own heart what belongs to her and what belongs to God. She had to know what comes from her emotion and what comes from the gospel. She had to know when to get involved and when to simply pray. She had to be vigilant over her son's life and ministry, even recruiting others to assist in the gospel work Jesus was doing. In the end, the gospel work was fulfilled. Not only because Jesus worked to serve the gospel. But because there was also a mother who was willing to serve alongside him with a humble and giving heart, until his ministry glorified God. We pray for mothers of prayer to be raised. But in reality we pray for mothers like Mary whose scope of vision does not only see their own sons and daughters, but whose hearts know how to embrace the work of God as a whole— and to do what must be done to make an environment for the work of God to happen. May God almighty raise up mothers like Mary whose qualities go beyond the ordinary physical mothering of children to spiritual mothering of nations. Amen. 
� After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means





