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They Have No More Wine
[The Essence of Prayer]
John 2:1-11
Key Verse 2:3
“When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, 'They have no more wine.'”

The sacrificial character of Mary, the mother of Jesus, becomes unquestionable once we look at what she had unmasked at the wedding in Cana. She had gone as a guest, but had conducted herself in the manner of a servant. And while serving alongside the host of the wedding ceremony, Mary, in great dismay had become aware that the wine supply had gone dry. The prospect for a joyous wedding looked grim. It was a dead end situation with no hope of recovery; a problem for which there was no solution. They might as well give up and brace themselves for the impending consequences. It would be hard to bear such shame and the community's contempt. But in all this hopelessness, there still was hope. Her name was Mary, and she had a plan. She would not let this disaster overtake this family. She would go to her Son Jesus and ask of him to remedy the situation, and to make everything all right. She had no idea what he would do in answer to her plea. But she was certain of one thing. She was certain that he would oblige her. And her plan succeeded. The impossible happened. The wine supply was replenished in abundance. And the wedding was saved. 
The story is simple. The wine runs out. Mary goes to her Son with the problem. And Jesus does what needs to be done and makes everything all right again. But nothing is as simple as it usually looks, especially in spiritual matters that involve our actions and God's work. The lesson to learn from this story is not that Jesus has the power to change water in to wine, since even a child would know this by the innate knowledge that the Creator's Son also has the power to create. The lesson to learn from this story is about one woman's virtues— her sacrificial nature, and her readiness to prayer— which made her formidable and daring in the face of difficulty, even the most intractable of difficulties. They also made available to her an innate power to fight her battles on higher grounds than the ordinary Christian; to expect the impossible, and to make happen what is ordinarily impossible to happen in a world full of limitations. And all this, not a fruit of a strong character, but with the help of Almighty God. 
Unfortunately, this story appears to some as nothing but a story of yet another miracle. But the lessons to learn from Mary, or as a result of Mary's actions must not be taken lightly. At times the light which shines from stories such as this is the only light shining in a dark place. Among other things, the Bible is a book of stories. Story after story reflects light aimed at the darkened hearts of men, that they might believe, and that they might be set free from whatever darkness that has enslaved them. But not everyone can see the light shining in a dark place. Most people, including today's Christian, are so accustomed to living in the dark place of human boundaries and human limitations, and so harassed and battered by their own sense of despair, failure and defeat that no light can penetrate through the thick darkness they have imposed on themselves. Yes, on themselves. If we have accepted what Jesus had done for us on the cross, been touched by the grace of Jesus, cleansed by his Blood and regenerated by His Spirit— then after this— every darkness we submit to or fall into is a self-imposed darkness, while at the same time we are surrounded by that Light. So it is wise to heed what the story is telling us. In Mary's story, the light is bright enough to penetrate any darkened heart, yet a willing heart and ready to step out of darkness and surrender to the light. I say this because we cannot afford to pass up such a lesson of immense power to liberate any heart from the darkness of unbelief, of failure and of despair. There is no excuse for the Christian who remains in darkness, unbelieving, unresponsive, unmoved, and untouched by the light of God's powerful Word and the lessons thereof. 
The light of this particular Word arises from the very thing which makes Mary so formidable in the face of life's difficulties and impossible avenues. First it arose from her sacrificial nature. Sacrifice is not of the structure of the sinful heart. Rather selfishness and the hoarding of goods for one’s self is more of an attribute of the human heart. They may call it common sense, or a sense of self-preservation, or they may even call it a virtue if they so choose. It does not change the fact that underneath the deceptive skin, the core still reeks of selfishness. And selfishness raises up a veil of darkness over the human heart that even the light of God is loath to penetrate. Selfishness brings about greed and jealousies, doubts and suspicions, bitterness and grievances of the heart, and much more. But by far, selfishness gives rise to coldness of heart, a fearsome coldness and sense of indifference that eventually shuts out God and man from that heart. There is no glory in selfishness. Yet the world seems to thrive on it, passing it on from father to son and from mother to daughter. But the tragedy is that no selfish heart can ever draw near to God. More so, no selfish heart can serve God in a meaningful and fruitful way. Those who hold on to selfishness cannot cross any barrier nor boundary and remain trapped in the darkness of their own limitations. They may defend their good senses and cautious nature. But it does not change the reality of things in their own lives. They remain powerless, bound by darkness
On the other hand, the spirit of sacrifice, distant as it may from the human heart, it is imperative for the Christian to embrace it and to practice it, sometimes at a heavy cost. Some come to learn that sacrifice is better than selfishness when they finally lose something or everything dear to their hearts. But the best way is to battle that horrid nature and beat it down at every turn, whenever the opportunity is there, whenever sacrifice is needed, every day, until the selfish nature receded and the sacrificial nature matures within the heart and takes deep root. There is no other way. Miracles don't happen here. In other words, no man should wait on God to remove his selfish nature and to replace it with a sacrificial nature. In this matter God already demanded obedience to his word and painful imitation of his character. The road to a sacrificial nature is long and difficult, demanding resolve, willingness and faith. But those who persist find it and find not only joyous life, but they also find inner power to do what cannot be done, to surmount the limitations and boundaries of the powerless human nature. 
Because of sacrifice, no veil of darkness overshadowed Mary's heart. Because of her sense of sacrifice, she was formidable in the face of an impossibility that beset her. The sacrificial nature allowed her to see the truth of God above the darkness of the situation. And she used that power to effect a change in the world around her. Because of her, events began to happen that went from dark to light, from despair to hope and from sorrow to joy. She was only an ordinary person with an extraordinary spirit, one which gave itself in sacrifice, and offered itself in prayer. 

Not only sacrifice shone its light in Mary's heart, but there was something as great as sacrifice if not mightier than sacrifice which burned within her heart as well. It was her sense that no sacrifice is enough without the hand of God to bless it. To do that, she needed to pray. She needed to seek God's help in an impossible situation. When we look at her prayer, it seems so curt, so brief that it hardly seems as a prayer. Nonetheless it was one of the most famous and effective prayers in all of history. 
Read verse 3. “When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine’”. There is much to say about the virtue of prayer. The Bible is the best teacher on the subject of prayer. God’s servants in history have also been good teachers on the subject of prayer. There was a man Abraham who loved his nephew Lot like a son. When Lot turned wayward, cut himself off from Abraham, and allied himself with a godless people, his job, his family, and his life in general seemed secure but only for a short time. Then one day when the sins of these people became too great for the world to bear, it was the time of their cleansing. God’s judgment was imminent. But Abraham was deeply troubled that his nephew was living among these people soon to perish. Who could save such a useless and sinful man from God’s judgment? No one. But Abraham resolved to intervene on this man’s behalf. His prayer for his nephew seems long and boring, almost repetitious. But in reality it is deep and powerful and heart breaking. He pleads with God for the life of his nephew, and in the end God whose word cannot be reversed, and whose judgment is final, listened to Abraham’s prayer and rescued this undeserving man from the heaven’s wrath. It was impossible to save his nephew. But when he had compassion and the right spirit of prayer the impossible happened. We may have our own ideas about what prayer to pray and whom to pray for. But in truth, most prayers are done in unbelief and without heart. And when the prayers go unanswered, rather than changing the ways of our heart, we turn away in despair and sometimes even mouth off blasphemes at God and man. 

From her youth Mary had been touched and inspired by the woman Hannah in the Bible, the mother of the prophet Samuel. When God called Mary to serve his purpose, Mary’s song echoed Hannah’s own song of praise to God who answered her prayer. Hannah was barren. And to add insult to injury, she was constantly taunted by her rival who had had several children by the same man. Hannah’s agony was immense. There was no comforting to her miserable soul tormented day and night by her impossible situation. Then years later, she was inspired by her own misery to challenge her situation. She came to God in prayer, and impossible as her situation may have been, she made a vow to give the son God would give to God’s service. When she prayed God spoke to her heart with words of hope. Hannah not only became the mother of Samuel, she had also influenced this great man from his youth to surrender his life to God and to serve God. He was a boy when she gave him to God’s service. But she could trust God would take care of him because God took care of her impossible problem. Mary may have learned the power of the Almighty God from Hannah. 

So when Mary came to Jesus with a request, it was not only a request. It was her earnest prayer to the God of her fathers. “They have no more wine” was the cry of her heart for a troubled family. It was the cry of her compassion for a suffering family. Her words may be brief, but they are full of wisdom and power to move the heart of God. Although one of the greatest of Christian authors, EM Bounds, wrote several of the greatest volumes on the subject of prayer ever written and has inspired countless people to pray, all these volumes cannot compare with Mary’s prayer “they have no more wine”. In them we see several things we can learn about the essence of prayer. 

First, the priority of prayer. When Mary thought about the impossible situation, she did not consider alternatives nor solutions. She considered only one alternative and only one solution. She considered Jesus first. There was no doubt in her mind that no matter what she did in an effort to help this family, nothing substantial or meaningful can be done without brining it to Jesus, and brining Jesus into it. Why did she first consider Jesus? Mainly because she understood that only Jesus can solve this impossible problem. Also she brought it to Jesus in sincere faith that as much as she deeply loved and cared for this family, Jesus also loved and cared for this family immensely more than Mary ever could. When we have no faith, even if we pray, our prayers have no power. Prayer gains power only when faith is in it. To have faith through prayer, is to believe the power of God and the love of God. Those with such faith pray. And God who honors faith answers all their prayers, especially the impossible prayer topics.  
Second, the labor of prayer. Mary said a few words, but her few words reflected a deep labor of prayer. Prayer is labor. And those who are willing to labor in prayer are usually those who believe that prayer is not a useless act nor a habitual act, but that prayer is a loving act of faith worth laboring over. Who pours out himself or herself in prayer, laboring such a hard labor, even in the face of impossible odds? Mary did. And all those with her who believe that time spent in prayer is more precious than any human act or labor they may give themselves to. These are the ones who believe that God is also listening. And since he is listening, it is good to give one’s heart to it. Thus Mary’s few words required a tremendous labor. And it bore the fruit of her labor. 
Third, the spirit of prayer. What is the spirit of prayer? With what spirit did Mary approach Jesus? The spirit of prayer is faith. Faith does not doubt. Faith trusts and believes that God himself takes up our burden on his heart when we come to him with our burdens. There is no use coming to God in prayer and leaving the prayer chamber with the burden still lingering on our hearts. Look at Mary. The moment she uttered her prayer, she went about light hearted as if the problem had been solved and the burden lifted. Our prayers must mature until we can bring all our burdens to the Lord in prayer and come out unburdened. 
Fourth, the attitude in prayer. What was Mary’s attitude in prayer? It was anticipation. There was no discouragement in her heart nor in her prayer. There was no unbelief. When we prepare ourselves to be discouraged we are sure to be discouraged, even when we pray. When we prepare ourselves to be turned away, we ourselves turn away even when God longs to bring us into his blessing. Mary came to Jesus full of anticipation. She came expecting to be given what she had asked for. Even if Jesus had not answered her in the way that she wanted, she would have believed it was for the best. 

Sacrifice and prayer governed Mary’s life and eventually landed an unexpected blessing on the wedding celebration. Where Jesus is, all things are possible even the most impossible of things. Where Jesus is, there is also the work of God, brought to fruition by the sacrifice and prayer of God’s sacrificial and praying servants. May God deliver us from the spirit of selfishness and bless us to grow in the spirit of sacrifice and of prayer, until the impossible work of God is done in and through us. Amen. 
