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They Have No More Wine

[The Essence Of Sacrifice]
John 2:1-11
Key Verse 2:3
“When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, 'They have no more wine.'”

The chapter we just read and are about to study in several lectures is magnificent. Although it contains countless independent teachings to be studied and cherished as inherent truths of the Christian manifesto, the author John clearly intended that one single teaching rise above all else. This chapter exposes Jesus fully as the God of Grace and the God of Truth. The first story of the wedding in Galilee manifests Jesus as the God of Grace, while the second story of the cleansing of the temple reveals him as the God of Truth. With this revelation in mind, the author John then sets out to intimate to us the story of Jesus Christ in his beautifully narrated gospel. However, in order to better understand what Grace and Truth mean, we must study the passage as a whole while contrasting the two stories of chapter 2 in the light of gospel. But we will do so after we have gleaned through a few of the independent teachings which seem to weave this passage together into a marvel and a wellspring of spiritual insight. 
The story of the wedding in Galilee is famous for the miracle of the wine. Throughout history, the story has also  been the bedrock of  endless controversies among churches and clergy who seemed to be divided on the wine issue. Historically, the conservative of Christians were the ones who insisted that the word of God is literal and must be viewed as such. They should be the ones who should insist that 'wine is wine' because the Bible says so. On the other hand, historically as well, the liberal of Christians were the ones who insisted that the word of God should not be taken literally; that the Bible is full of imagery and symbolism. They should be the ones who should insist that wine may well have been nothing more than juice or colored water. Strangely however, in this single issue of the wine, the conservatives have been the ones to say that Jesus had turned the water into juice, and the liberals have been the ones to say that it was nothing less than wine. Whatever their intentions for creating such a controversy, the Christian should not get stuck in this miry trap. John never intended to vilify nor to extol wine. He only intended to reveal two things: the spiritual virtues of Mary the mother of Jesus, and the supreme deity of the Christ. Anything beyond this is of little value if not ultimately damaging to Jesus' cause.

The virtues of Mary the mother of Jesus are many. But this story exemplifies them in a vivid way worthy of our full attention. Read verses 1-5. "On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, 'They have no more wine.' 'Dear woman, why do you involve me?' Jesus replied. 'My time has not yet come.' His mother said to the servants, 'Do whatever he tells you.'" These are the verses that well define this woman's spiritual virtues. She had been invited to partake in certain wedding. But before the festivities were over [usually a seven day celebration], the wine [or juice] runs out to the shame and distress of the host family. It was a hopeless situation; joy doomed to end up in grief. But not so, since Mary the mother of Jesus was there. Hastily she implores her Son to do something about the situation. When he seems to refuse her, she does not cower but rather stands her ground until a miracle was born. This is the gist of the story. But through the events of the story, some great spiritual teachings have emerged as a result of Mary's actions. It would be good for us to examine this story more closely in order to see what virtues crowned Mary's head. 
Look at verses 1-5 again. There are two distinct things to learn from Mary's actions. The first is the essence of sacrifice. And the second is the essence of prayer. What is meant by essence is at the core or heart of things; what stuff something is made of. In this case, we want to see what exactly is sacrifice and prayer made of; where they originate and what makes them potent and powerful elements in a Christian's life— beginning with Mary. There can be no virtue to a woman in Christ greater than sacrifice and prayer. These two virtues or attributes had been at the foundation of God's work since the beginning of time, manifest in the many great women in the Bible as they were so preciously manifest here in Mary. Let's see.  
I- The essence of sacrifice. 
There is much to say about sacrifice. But in Mary we witness the essence of sacrifice very clearly. Read verses 1-3. "On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, 'They have no more wine.'" She had been invited to take part in the wedding celebration. She was under no obligation to do anything except to enjoy the festivities. But clearly she did not see herself as a guest, but she took the role of responsibility together with the host. Finally she was able to discover a family secret. They had run out of wine, most probably because they had run out of funds— money. Helplessly, the family waited for this shameful news to come out. How could they possibly recover from this debacle? It would be something mundane people will not so easily forget. The bride's family would have to suffer this shame for years to come. They would not be able to forgive themselves for dragging their daughter into grief on what should be the happiest day of her life. Who would understand their agony? No one. Not because others did not experience poverty, but because human beings are incapable of empathizing with other's shame until they had suffered the same way. Human beings are like that. We judge what we do not understand. Again, the question arises. Who understood this family's failure and shame? No one— usually. But in this case, there was Mary. She understood. Not only so, but she went as far as acting to relieve them of what was bound to happen. It required sacrifice on her part. 
* The root of sacrifice. 
What drove Mary to sacrifice? It was compassion. It was genuine concern for the sufferings of others. Compassion, therefore, is at the root of sacrifice. If sacrifice is present in the heart and life of a person, then surely at the root of this is compassion. Compassion precedes sacrifice. And sacrifice arises from compassion and genuine concern. What would possibly compel Mary to go out of her way to assist this family, to feel their sense of failure, to share in their misery? It was compassion alive in her heart. And her compassion gave rise to sacrifice. She needed to sacrifice herself in order to help them. Sacrifice not in the manner of offering one's life. It was the sacrifice of offering oneself to the service of others. To do what she did, she had to sacrifice many things. Her comfort for one, for there is nothing as wearisome and burdensome as to rise from a place of comfort and plunge oneself into a place of work and discomfort. But compassion was at the root of Mary's sacrifice. 
We live in a generation that has lost its ability to care. There is a general feeling of apathy when it comes to the suffering of others. We do not know what they suffer from because we do not care to know what they suffer from. Images of pain and sorrow flood our screens every day, but we can no longer weep for anyone nor feel anyone's pain. If this generation of young people is guilty of anything it is apathy. They simply do not care for anything or anyone except themselves. And when they witness other's suffering, they either turn a blind eye, or mock and insult the suffering by justifying it. For this reason most people have grown cold in their hearts. Even as we preach and teach love and servantship— the elements of compassion, listeners are not listening any more. Most are focused on their own wants and needs to care about the needs of others. Why such apathy and lack of concern? Because compassion is missing from the heart.  Even the churches, our own as well, is filled with people who do not care. The world is full of sin and the ravages of sin. What the world needs is the word of  God to bring healing. What the world needs is shepherds who care. But where are they? They are mostly concerned about their own trouble, to worry about someone else's trouble. It is a shame that the children of our nation are growing in homes devoid of compassion— learning to be indifferent. What does it take to learn someone else's agony? It takes compassion. How can we get compassion? We can start by remembering the Savior compassion for us until our hearts are moved to do the same for others. It is a good place to start. Then compassion gives rise to sacrifice. And sacrifice brings healing.
** The inspiration of sacrifice. 
Mary's compassion was not idle compassion. It inspired her to act upon her compassion. It inspired her to sacrifice herself on their behalf. It inspired her to make their trouble her trouble, and their shame her shame. She could have thought that she was in no position to do anything for them. After all she was as poor as they were. She had nothing of value to give them. But her compassion drove her to sacrifice herself for their sake. Resolutely she determined to do something—  to get involved in their trouble. Many people have good intentions. But good intentions never go as far as sacrifice. What inspired Mary was not good intentions. It was her compassion for the weak and helpless. She did not make excuses as to why she could not help them. She did not justify her weaknesses or limitations. Rather with determination, she made up her mind to get involved in helping them out. Lately, the Jesmer family took in a few abandoned children. Their income barely covers their own expenses, with 5 children of their own and two mortgages to pay. How could they possibly take on these children? It was not common sense that drove them to do this. It was their compassion for helpless. Most people would not get involved in embracing even one abandoned child. Most would rather protect and feed their own family. But in Christ Jesus, compassion overrides reason. And in Christ Jesus, faith overrides common sense. Getting involved in people's troubles is a virtue born out of compassion and sacrifice. We need to learn how to get involved. We need to because the world around us is full of suffering people who are orphaned and who need a warm heart to nurse them back to God. 
*** The cost of sacrifice. 
Mary got involved but not without a price. As we said, she needed to go beyond common sense, and beyond her own means. She needed to forget her own trouble in order to be at one with theirs. She then needed to make the final sacrifice by putting her own doubts and fears aside, humbling herself and seeking the help of the Lord Jesus. Eventually her great sacrifice was to bring the matter to God in prayer. Of all the sacrifices we make, there is really no more noble sacrifice as the sacrifice we make in prayer on the behalf of others. Such sacrifices are sacrifices because they spring from loving compassionate hearts who care more about the suffering of others rather than care for the self. Jesus was the greatest example of those who sacrifice at high cost. Besides the many prayers he prayed for his disciples and us, Jesus himself put his life in danger many times on the behalf of the weak and helpless flock of God. There was a man with a shriveled hand sitting in the church where Jesus went to. All the priests were waiting for Jesus to notice him so that they may accuse Jesus of working on the Sabbath. Jesus could have easily waited a day before helping this man. But he did not. Rather he sacrificed his reputation and endangered his own life in order to heal this man who suffered from a shriveled hand. Where might Jesus have learned this high cost of sacrifice? Of course, he had the Spirit of God in him. But God did not place him in Mary's care for no reason. Jesus must have learned his mother's many virtues, the greatest of which was her spirit of sacrifice at any cost. 
Mary was a virgin pledged to marry Joseph. When God required that she sacrifice a happy marriage and her whole reputation as a virgin, she was willing to sacrifice all for the sake of serving God's purpose. She knew how much the world needed a Savior. She knew the power of sin working in the world to ruin many innocent people. But it required sacrifice on her part to get involved in the world's problems. She said yes to one of the most difficult things in a young woman's life— to give up her dreams and hopes in order to get involved in God's effort to save the world. She was indeed the paradigm of sacrifice. She willingly sacrificed many thing in her life as she grew in her spirit. Our Lord Jesus grew up under her care. She was a good mother who did not shelter him from the world, but who lived and taught him to live a life of sacrifice for the glory of God. How blessed she was to have passed on her spirit of sacrifice to growing young Jesus. 
Like her there have been many in history who have sacrificed much at a high cost to see that the work of God is done for the glory of God. From Sarah who sacrificed all things to follow Abraham to the promised land, to Hannah who sacrificed her first born son that he might become the prophet of God, and more. These were women who knew the essence of sacrifice. They had compassion which brought forth sacrifice. And they were not afraid of getting involved so as to see the work of God done. They also did not shrink back from the cost of their sacrifice, but willingly did so for the glory of God. When they did, all kinds of glorious things happened in a wicked world that had fallen away form God. Because of such women of sacrifice, God was able to proceed his history from generation to generation with out fail. When Mary involved herself in the troubles of his family, in the end Jesus was revealed as the Son of God. Her sacrifice brought forth glory to the Son of God. 
In Mary's actions we see the spirit of sacrifice moves the heart of God and brings about many good things. Our generation of Christians have been lax in many ways, especially there is no spirit of sacrifice in them. For this reason the work of God is slow and at a standstill. Still God is working mightily through those who willingly get involved. Who willingly sacrifice themselves even at a high cost in order to see the work of God done. May God open our eyes to see how much we need to restore our heart of compassion. And how much we need to grow in a spirit of sacrifice. And how precious it is to sacrifice any cost for the sake of God's work. May God also help us to begin to engage in the sacrifice required to serve the students of our time. Unless we have compassion we cannot sacrifice for them. And unless we sacrifice for them and on their behalf the kingdom of God cannot grow. May God help you to sacrifice your lives in the cause of serving God's one to one ministry, and his disciple raising ministry. May God raise up many Marys who know the blessedness of sacrifice, and who can teach their sheep and their children the blessed life of sacrifice. Amen. Let us read our key verse, verse 3 again. "When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, 'They have no more wine.'" 
