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Come And Have Breakfast
John 21:1-14
Key Verse 21:12a
“Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’”
John, the author of this particular gospel narrative, recorded a unique account of the gospel relaying to generations upon generations of humanity the true and only life giving story of faith in all of history. There is no faith in the history of mankind that is able to offer eternal life than faith in the gospel. For this reason the events of the gospel have to be recorded and retold in such a way as to present that particular truth which imparts life to the listener to, and receiver of the gospel story. John, as did the other gospel writers, etched the truth as he saw it happen before his very eyes. And ever since then, that story has given life to everyone who has heard it and received it as truth into their hearts. 
Jesus’ death on the cross offers forgiveness to everyone who believes. And in that forgiveness there is life— life everlasting since it is the grace of forgiveness which enables sinners to step out of the darkness of sin and condemnation into the light of God’s love and salvation. But the gospel story does not end there. Jesus died. But he also rose again from the dead. And in his resurrection sinners find graces that go beyond the grace of forgiveness and life. In the resurrection, repentant sinners also find healing and what lies beyond healing as well— mission. When Jesus died, and was buried, even the most bright and faithful of the disciples could not see that the power of sin had been broken, that death has been dealt a death blow, that the chains that bound us to this wretched life have fallen from our wrists and ankles, that we now had the freedom to sore with eagles into the new life promised to all who believe. The grave was empty. And that fact alone was enough to empower the disciples with everything Jesus had promised them in him. But they were still befuddled by the sting of death. Even Mary’s ramblings about life and resurrection could not remove that deadly sting. They needed Jesus’ intervention to break the spell of the old-life.
 And that is exactly what he did. He intervened. Once when they were all together behind locked doors, Jesus appeared in their midst. And he was no ghost. He was a Risen Lord and Savior come to inspirit them. And he knew exactly what they needed to join Him in the fellowship of the Risen. He greeted them with a few words. But what he said went beyond a simple greeting. His words were the power of resurrection working in Jesus and infusing their hearts with more life than they could ever imagine. John tells us that Jesus said with his resurrected and commanding voice— no longer the voice of the teacher friend, but the voice of God Risen to Rule both heaven and earth: “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” (20:21) And when God speaks to hearts, hearts usually awaken. As we said, earlier in death Jesus brought forgiveness. But now in resurrection, these words tells us that he brought healing and mission. The peace he commanded upon them set them free from all wounds. And the mission he gave them set them on a new course of life— to do what Jesus had done, to bring the gospel of life to the ends of the earth. 
We are living in the time where the gospel has nearly come now to the ends of the earth. People used to say that the former Soviet Union was the ends of the earth. Later when the walls of communism crumbled and the gospel found its way to the furthest former Soviet republic, Christians said that perhaps China is the ends of the earth. But with the number of Chinese underground churches, and considering the huge population of China, it seems that even China’s iron walls has crumbled before the advance of the gospel. Now I heard a modern Christian say that the middle east is the ends of earth, and someone else said that Iraq in particular is the ends of the earth. But no matter! What matters that the whole Christian world agrees that the time of the ends of earth is upon us. Praise God! And the incredible thing is that Jesus’ few words have made this enormous truth possible. The words “Peace be with you” have healed the countless hordes of Christians who have taken them deeply into their hearts, for Jesus’ peace has the power to heal the sorest of wounds. Jesus’ peace is as powerful as the Healing Blood that flowed from his precious wounds. And his words “I am sending you” have given the authority, the power, and the courage to those who walk in the Christian way of life to take this gospel to the ends of the earth without fear.
Yet in spite of the healing, in spite of the mission, in spite of the awesome resurrection power which now flowed within the veins of the disciples, there still was this small issue remaining which needed to be solved in the time of the first disciples, and indeed in our time as well. It is indeed a wonder how even the resurrection power of Jesus imbued in the human heart is still almost no match to those who wallow in self pity. It is indeed amazing that even the resurrection power of Jesus flowing in through the hearts of Christians then and now, must still battle with the stubbornness of a heart insisting on its own sense of failure, insisting on its inability to do what God commands it to do, insisting on sipping from the cup of sweet despair which for the most part acts to support the endless excuses Christians fabricate to avoid serving their mission. Jesus, the Risen King and Master of the Heavens and the earth finally stood on the seashore of Lake Galilee and must have pondered what to do with these stubborn disciples who have managed to convince themselves that the Risen Jesus would be much better off choosing others for this great work since they had already proven themselves to be unworthy and worthless. He stood at the edge of the Lake pondering what to do with these stubborn men who have managed to convince themselves to give Jesus the time and space he needs to find others— much much better others—  to serve the gospel. In this they seemed to be the dullest men on earth, since it is clear that they truly did not understand the fundamentals of love— the love from which the gospel of Jesus’ death and resurrection sprang. It was now time to teach them the power of God’s love— apparently all over again. A love that goes beyond forgiveness, beyond healing, beyond duty and trust, even beyond failure and beyond the consequent despair that comes from failure, and beyond the shame and guilt that follows failure. He would teach them a love which sustained them throughout their lives as God’s children and later on His servants, and brought them safely through this world and into the next. We are in desperate need of learning this love and of taking it into our own hearts once for all, because without it, we would truly be lost to living a life on the sub-Christian level. God bless you to listen to this story from your hearts. Amen.  
Read verses 1-3. It was on the Sea of Galilee that Jesus appeared to his disciples for the last time. And on this day, seven of the disciples were out fishing together. We can already see that their fears of being caught and crucified along side Jesus had been gone. That powerful and crippling fear had been taken away by the power of Jesus’ resurrection. They were no longer fearful of the authorities. Seeing Jesus raised from the dead had healed most of their fears and had given them the hope in the undaunted power of God. Still there was a problem bothering them quite a bit—  a serious problem they had not yet solved. On the night he was crucified, they who loved Jesus, and whom he so loved, betrayed and denied him. It was a bitter failure on their part—  humanly an unforgivable thing. And ever since, their failure had been a very painful memory. Simply they could not forgive themselves. No doubt they had a deep sense of failure and of self condemnation. 

Peter had no idea how to deal with his failure as a disciple nor could he rid himself of the nagging self condemnation that loomed over his heart time and again. More than that, he had no idea what to do now with his life. So he said to the other disciples, “I am going out to fish.” His words sound perfectly normal. But then again we cannot forget that Peter had once before given up the life of fishing in order to follow Jesus. Therefore, through his words we recognize a man who had been nabbed by despair. Ever since his denial of Jesus, Peter could not stop struggling with what he had done. He hated himself for what he had done! He condemned himself for what he had done. But he could not undo what he had done. And so, Peter came to the only conclusion he could think of—  that it was all over for him. He felt that between Jesus and himself, there now was a rift—  that it would never be the same again. “I am going out to fish,” was his declaration that he was returning to his past ordinary life as a fisherman. Think about how his sense of failure and despair were ready to drive him to even abandon the life of faith and mission God had called him to live. He made a wrong decision based on his feelings of despair. Worst of all, all the disciples were influenced by his bad decision and did the same thing.

Read verse 4. At this time of their struggle, Jesus didn’t leave them. He came to them. When the disciples were helpless and hopeless, Jesus was with them. He was quietly standing on the shore, looking with compassion on them. He wanted to help them overcome their despair. He wanted them to see that the unfailing love of God for them was stronger than whatever they may have failed at as a disciple of Jesus. Jesus came to confirm his love for them. He came to heal their troubled hearts and to restore their confidence in God and in themselves.

Read verse 5a. He called out to them, “Friends...” The first thing Jesus said to them was “Friends”. He called them his friends. His disciples were not worthy to be called friends of Jesus because they had betrayed their friendship to him. Once he had loved the and served them. But at the time of difficulty, they all left him one by one. But Jesus was not angry with them. He did not say “All of you betrayed me, and Peter denied me.” He still loved them as his friends. Jesus showed them and us that his friendship with them and his loyalty to the covenant were eternal and could not be touched even by their weakness or their lapse in courage nor by their occasional failure as disciples. Jesus understood that his disciples were frail human beings with many shortcomings. But he loved them as his friends, unconditionally—  and forever. 

Read verse 7. Here we see Peter’s greatness. In spite of his failure, Peter somehow believed in his heart that Jesus still loved him, even though his feelings may have told him otherwise. After catching the fish, John saw that it was Jesus, so he said to Peter, “Peter. It’s the Lord!” Then instead of hiding his face in shame and rowing away from the shore, Peter jumped into the water to go to Jesus. It is amazing that in spite of his inner conflict, Peter still came to Jesus. In that sense we see that this was indeed his faith, the faith which always helped him come to Jesus again and again during his life whatever his circumstances.

The hardest thing to do for those who experience the weaknesses of their own human condition is to come to Jesus just as they are. As in Peter’s case, so is the case with every person who has not done as God wants them to do. No one can escape failure! Human and spiritual failures are many. Day after day all Christians everywhere face the reality that they are unable to always stand as an unbending Christian; unable to always meet all the challenges they face in life! But the children of God must be sure of one thing! A child of God can always come to Jesus his or her friend. At the same time, we must realize that, in spite of condition, once we are in Jesus, failure is no longer a failure but an opportunity to grow and to mature and to learn even more deeply the love and the grace of Jesus in our lives. The truth is that God is always able to turn our failure or weaknesses into something useful to us and for the glory of God. We should not forget then, that our Lord is our Friend forever, unfailing in love, and always willing to restore the broken and contrite hearts of his dear friends leading them to victory. (Romans 8:35-39)

Read verses 8-14. Jesus not only called them friends, but he also assured them of this love. When the others landed, Jesus was there, like a mother, cooking for them. There can be no more affectionate scene than this one! Why was Jesus cooking breakfast for them? It was to heal their hearts wounded by their failure. It was to heal and restore the love relationship between them. In this simple act Jesus revealed his unfailing love for them more effectively than a thousand words could tell. It was a sweet time of fellowship—  a time to affirm his love for them—  a time to tell them, “I still love you and will always love you regardless. I also understand you and will always be there to help you up when you fail.” How beautiful is Jesus! How real is his love!

The problem of love in our Christian life is very tender. “How much does God love me?” “Will God still love me even though I have sinned?” “Can he ever forgive and restore me?” But this precious scene on the shores of Galilee is the picture of the love of God for us. This is truly love-unchanging, love-unconditional, love-eternal. The Bible assures us that Jesus and his love for us never changes. The disciples’ failure and our personal failings may cloud the love of our God for us. But the truth in the Bible is clear. The Bible tells us that Jesus’ love never changes towards us. This does not give us the license to sin and get away with it through Jesus’ love. It simply means that there is an unending supply of love and forgiveness for the heart that repents of sin and grieves over failure with a longing to return to the Lord day by day. Through this simple breakfast, the disciples became aware of one thing; Jesus really loves them. They thought that they were hopeless Christians—  hopeless to follow Jesus—  hopeless to please Jesus—  hopeless to perform as Jesus’ disciples and the bearers of the gospel to the world. But the unfailing love of Jesus changed all that—  it was the balm that began healing in their hearts. 
From Jesus we learn a certain character of Christianity. Christianity is not a life of heavy burdens and endless demands and impossible expectations. Christianity is fellowship with Jesus— a fellowship founded and built on love. It is a fellowship of unfailing love. Simply unfailing love—  love that covers all things with grace. And this love is real such that it can heal wounds and make anyone who comes to Jesus rise above his or her weaknesses and shortcomings and glorify God. Our Lord Jesus understands each of our circumstances. He does not come to condemn us when we fail in our Christian life nor if we fail in our capacity to love him and to serve him as we should. Instead, he comes to confirm his love for us and to restore anyone who is willing to humbly ask for forgiveness with a repentant heart. We must learn this truth not only for ourselves, but also for others, that we may not add burden to those whose faith is weak and that we may not condemn the failings of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Mostly we need to learn how to extend the love of God to them until their wounded hearts fully heal in Jesus.
