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We have found the Messiah
John 1:41-51

Key Verse 1:41

"The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, 'We have found the Messiah' (that is, the Christ)"

The author John has a unique way of relating the events of Jesus' budding ministry. He tells the story adding chunks of conversation to give spontaneity to the narrative. Ironically, that in itself paints a picture that no words can, in all fairness, describe. In the last passage, we witnessed a short conversation between Jesus and two of the Baptist's disciples. And now both the words and the picture are strongly written on the Christian heart. Jesus' question "What do you want?" followed by the two disciples' answer "Rabbi… where are you staying?" are truly a picture of wonder. The divine challenge, followed by the commitment. Jesus challenged them to look deeply into their hearts and sift out any desire unbefitting a disciple of Jesus. When they had done that, all that remained then was the commitment. And when they had met God's challenge with a commitment of faith, it was the beginning of a new life for them and for the countless people who has since followed in their example. The first two disciples, John and Andrew became the pioneers of the discipleship and of the new life in Jesus. Without them, there may not have been a John's gospel nor a Simon Peter. But there were. And we owe it in part to two simple and ordinary country boys— whose names once meant nothing, but— whose names became synonymous with Abraham and Moses simply because God called and they answered his call with courage and with faith. 
Today's passage is the very last narrative in the first chapter of John. It contains several short conversations between Jesus and a few men who later became the inner circle of Jesus' company. What is intriguing about the passage is the uniqueness of those short discourses between Jesus and these men. Each short conversation has within it a life teaching. Each contains a challenge followed by a response to commitment. Each tells the same story of courage and of faith. Each paints the picture of God calling, and of men answering His call with finality. 
To the eyes of the Bible student who is searching for spiritual gems and jewels, it seems intriguing to witness the fact that it all started with two ordinary young men. The ordinary John and Andrew had each met Jesus' challenge by faith. Like John the Baptist, they too had been part of the making of a new history, the New Testament Gospel History. Like the Baptist, they were pioneers of a new age. More than that, like John, they too left us an unsurpassed legacy of faith and holy mission. And so from these two flowed the history which unravels throughout the Gospel of John, particularly unravels through the last few verses of this first chapter. What we witness in this passage therefore, is the power of a learning mind and the power of commitment. No one or nothing can stand against such powers. And amazingly, we also witness that such powers are not limited. They belong not to the skillful and able. But they rather belong to the ordinary man or woman who answer God's call with commitment. 

As we review this passage, we must learn some life teachings. That history begins not with the mighty and powerful, nor the skillful or educated, but that history begins with the ordinary and the simple, with men and women who answer God's call with a commitment. We must also listen to the life conversations between Jesus and the future core of gospel history— the very men who followed the example of the two and so also became the writers of this new history. 
In my heart I truly believe that every man or woman who genuinely follow Jesus, also genuinely wants to make a difference in God's history. There is a longing in such hearts to be and do what is great in the sight of God. Genuinely also, such people have an inner fear that they would fail God and fail themselves as well with no hope of accomplishment. And in my heart I also truly believe that the greatest hindrance to such genuine desire is not whether they are able or unable to be writers of spiritual history, but fear itself as well as unbelief, which arises from looking in the wrong direction. Looking at the wretched self rather than the Graceful Messiah. The self is forever wretched and there is not much anyone can do about it, until the shedding of the body at the last day. While the Graceful Messiah is forever graceful for those who learn to look there rather than here within the wretched heart. If there is one conclusion we must gather up from this passage and its discourses, let it be this one: That "we have found the Messiah". It was the genuine cry of one of those wretched men who after looking up from himself, saw the face of salvation— the face of hope— the face of grace— the face of freedom. And after looking at the face of the Messiah, he also saw in it the face of victory replacing the wretched despair form his own heart. It is not hard to be a part of authoring the new history these ordinary men wrote in their day, and which we too are adding diary pages to it. It only takes a keen eye to acknowledge that in the end, it is not me who writes history, but that it is God who writes it, when I am willing to offer myself as an instrument for God's use. 
Jesus defined the work of God in this way. "The work of God” Jesus said “is this: to believe in the one he has sent." (John 6:29) The work of God begins and ends not with man, but with Jesus, with only Jesus. It is a truth worth more than all the treasures of this world.  
Look at verses 35-40. The encounter with these two disciples was brief. They answered Jesus in the best way they could, considering the depth of such a question of heart and of life. Jesus heard what was on their hearts. “Teacher” they had said. It was this attitude of humbleness that gained them access to the Savior’s heart. They had studied under the Baptist. Now they would study under the Author of Faith and the Giver of Life. No sooner did they request a life with Jesus, than Jesus welcomed them with these words: “Come and you will see”. And when they had gone to be with him, when they had seen with their eyes the glory of the Messiah, the Bible says that they had also stayed with him. They had not only remained, but they had remained for life. It was a life commitment— to remain with him in this life and in the next. It was the beginning of eternal life for them. Most people have a strange concept of eternal life. The most popular conception of eternal life is life after death. But in reality, eternal life is life in Jesus, and life with Jesus. Eternal life is a relationship with Jesus, being bound to Jesus. In that sense, eternal life begins the moment Jesus enters the sinner’s heart to rule that heart and to guide it in the gospel truth. John and Andrew entered eternal life the moment they bound themselves to Jesus as he bound himself to them. It was the beginning of life for them— life eternal. 
Read verses 41-42. This is one of the most beautiful teachings of the Bible. A brother bringing his brother to Jesus. It was the first thing that Andrew did. After spending the day with Jesus, he concluded that Jesus was no other than the Messiah they had all been waiting for. “We have found the Messiah” has not only been Andrew’s experience, but the confession and experience of every Christian’s heart. There is a sense that Andrew did not rise up in spiritual history to the levels of Peter or Paul. But Andrew’s role and power in God’s history is that of an author. He actually authored the beginnings of the gospel. His secret was not in his powerful preaching. It was in his heart. It was in what was in his heart. In his heart he had a faith— a solid faith that Jesus is the Messiah. With that conviction he plowed through history bringing all who were searching for the Messiah to Jesus. His life was truly beautiful and as abundant as Jesus had once promised all who follow him. As soon as he committed his heart and life to Jesus, something happened in his heart. His heart tugged at him to tell of this good news to all people. But he had to first go to his own brother Peter. We do not know why. But perhaps Andrew witnessed his brother Peter’s intense suffering, living under the slavery to his emotions. He saw him suffer day by day fighting against all the rage of his own emotional heart. Naturally then, he brought him to Jesus. It was not as easy as it looks. He may have had to ask many times. He may have had to plead, to fight, to pray and to pray. But eventually Peter relented and met the Savior of his heart. Then it was a beautiful day when Jesus met Peter and promised him healing. It was going to take many years for the man to be healed of his raging emotions. But there was no doubt that the promise was true. After many years, we see Peter clothed not with his emotional monstrosity of a nature, but clothed with Christ, the gentle shepherd who came to give his life as a ransom for many. That was the story of Peter, as beautiful and hopeful as the sun shining early in the morning. 

Read verses 43. This was the story of Philip, another author of the new history. We sense that Philip did not go out looking for Jesus, but that Jesus went out looking for Philip. Why? When we consider what words Jesus had for Philip we cannot but witness firsthand the agony of Philip, who later showed himself as a human calculator. As a man of calculation and of common sense, Philip had a hard time to follow the truth of God, which in most cases requires heart rather than hand and head. In brief, we sense that Philip was lost in a way. He had no life direction. He did not know what to do with his life. Practically, he needed to follow what was practical, a job— and other such practical things. But in essence he also knew that life is more than practical things. More than what he could see and touch. In his agony he could not make a decision one way or another. Jesus sensed his pain. And Jesus looked for him. And Jesus helped him make the right decision in his life. He called him to follow Jesus. Indeed, there is no greater truth in life than this. To follow Jesus. To follow the Son of God who never leads us astray. To follow the Son of God who loves us more than life itself. It is tragic that people end up following people. Or they end up following the whims of their own minds. Or they follow the stubbornness of their own hearts. There are so many of this kind of person— following their own thoughts and feelings. But Jesus came in mercy to help us follow the only worthy One to follow. He came to help Philip make a life decision to follow Jesus. He also came to help us make the same. Today is as good a day as any to repent of following ourselves, and to begin following Jesus. And for those who already follow Jesus, it is as good a day as any to sift through the heart in order to throw out whatever other things we are following. 
Read verses 44-51. How gracious is Jesus who knew the hearts of his new disciples. Every one of them had their hearts set on following the truth of God. Everyone had their minds set on beginning a new history, a history without hypocrisy, a history without formalities and ceremonies, doctrines and commandments. A history of pure faith and of pure mission. A history of serving God and only God. These disciples, especially Nathanael the dreamer, had been disgruntled with following a ritualistic religion without God at its center. The dreamer was dreaming of the day when God would fulfill his promise to send a Savior. And finally it was time for him to meet the Savior of his life. Jesus stood beside him and revealed to him all that his heart longed for. Jesus acknowledged his desire to be part of a new history. But the greatest moment of Nathanael’s life came when he discovered that Jesus deeply knew him. Jesus knew his heart. Jesus understood him more than anyone else did. In response to this, he cried out in joy. He responded in the best way any one can respond. He committed his heart and his life to Jesus and to following Jesus. 

It was a great moment for all these disciples. They had written themselves in the Book of Life. They were called by God and they responded with a commitment. It was all that God wanted of them. They became the authors and co-authors of spiritual history. They became our ancestors of faith, from whom we learn the essence of what it takes to be a disciple. It takes a humble heart and a commitment. May God Almighty bless all of you to humble yourselves before Jesus and commit and recommit your hearts and lives to him. May God make each of you another of spiritual history’s co-authors. Read our key verse, and may this also be the confession of your own hearts. Amen. 
