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Look The Lamb Of God
John 1:35-51

Key Verse 1:36
“When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!"
Because of the enormity of its contents, we have been reviewing the first chapter of John in many small sections. The chapter is so rich in contents that books can be written, and still much is left unsaid. The author wrote it with the express purpose of enlightening us from the start as to the deity of the One he wrote about. He wanted to make sure that there is no doubt left in our minds as to the Person and Works of the One he named "The Word". He introduces the "Word" as the Son of God while at the same time emphasizing that the Son of God is also God Himself. As to His Person, He is the Creator God, the author of Life, the Light of men and of the world, and the One full of Grace and Truth. And finally, as to his Works, He is none other than the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, in brief, The Word who is God Himself, came down to this world to become the Great Sacrifice to be offered on behalf of sinful humanity. That would be the inadequate summary of the first section. But it leaves us with enough heart knowledge to know the basics of what this great God had done out of love in order to rescue us from the grip of sin and the hand of death and to bring us into redemption, salvation and victory. 
While the first section of the chapter ends with John the Baptist identifying the Word who became flesh as the Lamb of sacrifice, the second section begins with the same. It begins with John the Baptist pointing to Jesus as the Lamb of God. (36) However, not only to identify him. But to involve Him. Meaning that it was time to act upon what he had been witnessing to, his entire life as a forerunner and a messenger of the Word, the Life, the Light and now the Lamb of God Himself. And no sooner did John see Jesus again at the banks of the Jordan River, and had again cried out "the Lamb of God" than a new spiritual history was born. A new history was born that would change the whole course of life. From that moment on, nothing remained the same. Everything old was being stowed away and everything new was happening and writing its way in a new history. When we look at this second section of the first chapter, we see many amazing events quickly unfolding before our very eyes. We actually see the new history born and growing. 

But among all that we are able to see, there are two distinct things that capture our hearts. The first of which is John the Baptist himself. Within a short time, he will never again be mentioned in the New Testament. But at the moment, nothing can outshine the glory of this elusive man of God and his subtle actions. In response to his own witnessing the Lamb of God, he becomes one of the authors of this new history. He does so by being the first fisher of men for Christ. That alone is enough to reveal the greatness of this man. While men measure the greatness of a human being by the amount of perishables he or she lugs around in life, we see through the Baptist's actions that the true measure of greatness is in the level of one's commitment to the Lamb. From the start, there is no contender when it comes to the level of commitment the Baptist had to Jesus. His commitment is sealed by what he did. In his life, he raised disciples of Jesus, and has surrendered them to follow Jesus. Nothing can outdo this one act of total selflessness. 
On the other hand, as mentioned earlier, the other event that also captures our hearts is found in what comes next. One by one, men are handpicked to follow Jesus until a core of disciples had been gathered around Him. That too was also part of the authoring of this new history which unfolds before our eyes. Truly it is amazing to witness the making of a new history. In this lesson therefore, let us briefly but carefully follow the ensuing events so that we may be able to draw a better picture of the beginnings of the gospel work— which we have inherited and has also become our very own history as well. 
Read verses 35-37
. It was now the next day, the day before had been a momentous day in the history of the world. After generations of eras and ages, the promise God had made at the beginning of time was fulfilled. God had promised Adam and Eve that a Savior would come from their own seed who would undo what the serpent had done to them. The serpent had caught them in a moment of weakness. Caught off guard, in a moment of pride and greed, they lost everything. Among the things they lost was the most precious of all things— their relationship with God. They were cut off, and cast out. But God promised them a Savior who would rescue them from the mess they got themselves into. And now, after generations, finally the Rescuer had come. John identified him as the Lamb of God. It was a most beautiful description of the Rescuer. He was a Lamb— a Lamb of sacrifice for we needed someone who would sacrifice himself in our place in order to make things right with God. Therefore, when the day before, John had said, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”, a new history was born, and the age of forgiveness and of salvation began. It was a glorious new history because all sinners would be able to come back home to God and to his Kingdom. We may not fully comprehend this truth because of our own dullness. But in reality there can be no greater joy than when a prisoner is finally set free from his or her coffin, and come back out into the daylight. We must earnestly pray that God might enable us even for a moment in time to experience and re-experience the greatness of this joy. It was that joy by which the Baptist cried out “Look the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 
On that day, all heaven rejoiced at the emergence of the Almighty God who chose to become a Lamb in order to rescue his subjects from the prisons of sin. Now, the day had gone and a new day had begun. Again the Baptist saw the One whom he had come to witness to. However, as we said, his exclamation had not been to identify but to involve. We can better understand this if we review verse 37. “When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.” Through these words we can understand many things. 

First, we understand what John had been teaching his own disciples all the time they had been with him. He had been teaching them the priority of following Jesus in their lives. How long these disciples had been with John is not known. But it must have been quite some time. As soon as the Baptist emerged on the spiritual scene, many came to hear him prophesy. As we studied before, his teaching had not been easy on the heart and mind. He had been teaching repentance and confession. He had been rebuking and disciplining everyone who had come to listen to him. And he had done so with such zeal and passion that he roused the anger of the religious counsel of the day. We can also imagine how many had come to confess and to repent, but not to remain. However, clearly there were those who had come to hear and who had stayed. It was these who stayed that became his disciples. And so he had taught them many things. Among the things he had taught them was the priority of following the Christ. It is one thing to accept a teaching and another thing to enact or to apply the teaching. There are those who by mouth say many good words of devotion and commitment, but few are those who apply such things in their lives. When the time of commitment arrived, how did John’s disciples fare? The Bible tells us that only two of John’s many disciples put what they learned into practice. According to this passage, the two disciples had been John and Andrew. 
What can we say about these two? There are many things that must have made them unique. But uniquely, they were the kind of disciples John had been hoping to raise for the Christ all the years in which he had prepared the way for Him. They had been the joy of his heart. He had come for a single purpose, to prepare the hearts of a few men to follow Jesus— to raise for Him those who would follow in his footsteps. And now by the grace of God two had been the fruit of his life’s labor. Of course there had been many others who had every desire to do the same. But none of them had had the strength of heart, the courage to do what these two did. Of course, the others were as precious as those two. But it would take much time for them to learn the level of commitment that gives strength to the heart to do what they did. In history there have also been many who had a desire to drop everything and to follow Jesus. But such a decision would take a special kind of courage— better known as “faith”— to do this. To follow Jesus requires faith, and faith would require a commitment of heart. In other words, if there is no commitment, there can be no strength to act out of faith. John and Andrew were no supermen. They were ordinary men with a commitment to follow Jesus. And as soon as the opportunity came, they were ready to act on faith strengthened by their commitment. We want to do many things for the glory of God. And we have a strong desire to do them. But such things require courage and faith, courage and faith that cannot and will not manifest themselves without a commitment. To do the right things God wants us to do, we must always prepare our hearts with a commitment to do the right thing.

John and Andrew were great by virtue of their commitment to follow Jesus. But the Baptist had to prepare them. For a long time he prepared them. He taught them. He prayed for them. We can imagine his own commitment to them and to the Christ as well. He was committed to loving them and to serving them until they were ready to do what God wanted them to do. It was a joy to teach them, to serve them, to bear them and to bless them day by day. But we cannot say that it was easy for him to give them up to the Christ when he appeared. Regardless of how committed the Baptist was to Christ and to his own mission, these disciples were like his own children. How could he give them up! But this is glimpse of John’s true greatness: His selflessness. It requires selflessness to give up our children, our parents, our husbands, our wives, our friends, our comforts, and our all for the sake of Christ. Paul also said: “I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him.” (Php. 3:8-9) Likewise, all the great men and women in the Bible had the basic selflessness when they decided to give up their lives and the very things that they love for the sake of the Christ. Moses gave up his throne in Egypt. Others gave up more. In them we see no selfishness when it comes to giving up for the Christ. There is always a little selfishness even in the greatest of God’s servants. But when it comes to surrendering our lives to the Christ and to his cause, it takes total selflessness and many do so in joy. 
With great joy John declared “Look the Lamb of God”. He knew the two disciples would have to leave their home with John in order to follow the life in Christ. But he did so in great joy. He was selfless. He was committed to God and to those whom he served. Indeed he watched with great joy as the two left their nest and began to follow Jesus. It was the greatest moment of pride for John to see that there were some among his disciples who were listening carefully to his teachings and were now ready to apply the teaching to their lives. It was a new history born and molded—a history of men and women ready to give up all things in order to follow Jesus. It was disciples like these that made the core of Jesus’ fellowship. All committed to One Cause, one Gospel, One purpose. 
There is much to learn from the Baptist still, but we learn here that greatness is in the level of commitment a disciple has for the Christ. As John had been committed, so also John and Andrew had also been committed. Their commitment gave them the strength they needed to take that step towards the new life in Christ. They simply followed Jesus. They followed Jesus because He was the Lamb of God. They followed Jesus because life without following Jesus is empty and meaningless. But they also followed Jesus because they wanted to learn from him. 
Read verses 38-39
. To follow Jesus is admirable. But unless one is ready to tell why he or she follows Jesus may be meaningless and pointless as well. While countless people in the world claim to follow Jesus, and churches follow after Jesus, unless they are ready to say why they do so, their following may be in vain. It was for this reason that Jesus turned around and asked those two what they wanted. And they were as clear as John the Baptist had taught them to be. They followed Jesus because they wanted to learn from Jesus. “Teacher where are you staying” tell us that they followed to learn from him as their teacher. But they did not stop there. They followed in order remain with Jesus— for the rest of their lives. “Where are you staying” was their heart’s desire to stay with him— forever. It is truly amazing the level of commitment of these two disciples. They wanted to learn from him, and they wanted to stay with him. In the future they also died for him as well. We must learn this level of commitment in our lives as Jesus’ disciples. We must be ever learning. And we must be ever ready to live and die as committed Christians. Otherwise, we only fill up the pews in churches that already are overcrowded with those who come and go without a commitment and without the courage needed to serve the gospel cause. 
When we look at the rest of the chapter, we see another reality unfolding and writing history as well. We see Jesus calling to himself disciples with a commitment, with the courage and faith to follow, while leaving everything else behind. We also see the work of disciples calling other disciples as well. We see Andrew calling Peter his brother to follow Jesus. It was the act of faith that brought to life to one of history’s greatest of disciples. We also see disciples who had been waiting for the Messiah to come. And when he came, they readily followed. This then is the core of the Christian life recorded for us at the beginning of a new history. It was born out of one man, John the Baptist’s total selflessness to teach the world that the priority of a disciple does not lie in human loyalties, but in spiritual loyalty of following Jesus and only Jesus. And this new history was also born also out of a few disciples whose hearts were made ready with a strong sense of commitment to follow Jesus. While we have many important priorities in life and many important commitments as well, we must be sure to embrace one priority above all other priorities, and a commitment above all other commitments—  Jesus and the gospel. May God bless us all to follow Jesus in the way of selflessness, and in the way of commitment. Amen. 
� “The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God!’ When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.”


� “Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, ‘What do you want?’ They said, ‘Rabbi’ (which means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ ‘Come,’ he replied, ‘and you will see.’ So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth hour.”





