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The Lamb Of God
John 1:29-34

Key Verse 1:29

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
It is near impossible for most of the modern world to comprehend the meaning of our title. For the most part, even the notion of a "lamb" triggers images of soft furry creatures frolicking in the fields. For the younger ones, images of lambs are almost always associated with soft cuddly and stuffed toys. But one way or another, the reality is that whatever image western culture perceives in a lamb, it is far from the image intended for us to perceive by God. The same goes for John the Baptist who uttered the expression "The Lamb of God" and John the disciple who recorded it in this Gospel. Yet perceiving the notion of "lamb" in the way intended for us to perceive it by God is a matter of critical importance. It can make the difference between spiritual life and spiritual death. Therefore, unless we put aside all the false notions of a "lamb" that have been deeply written on our consciences and submit ourselves to a re-education on the subject, we would remain hopelessly ignorant of one of the most powerful teachings of the Bible— the teaching in regards to "Lamb of God."
It is not easy, however. It is truly difficult to change our western views on the notion of Lamb. Western, since most eastern peoples have a much clearer notion of lamb than most people of western cultures. In the east, stuffed animals are extremely rare, and lambs are more than cute fluffy creatures romping about in the meadow. Lambs are literally domestic animals that provide sustenance in the form of food material as well as coverings for skin. Most easterners have had at least one encounter with a sheep or a sheep herder, and more than likely a disturbing encounter. I remember my mother often enough chasing a shepherd and his sheep off our front door where the sheep left countless little pellets of dung over our entire front yard. It would take all morning to sweep the smelly things, and God help the shepherd if she happened to step on one of them. I remember my mother's face turning red and all the while hurling unspeakable threats at him. To my furious mother, the sheep looked like anything but cute cuddly creatures. And her idea of a stuffed animal was more on the literal side of things, as in the best way to stuff these menacing creatures was to stuff them with vegetables and rice. Indeed views of little lambs differ greatly from hemisphere to hemisphere. 
Once again, let me stress the difficulty of changing modern views on the notion of lamb. While the west continues to breed bed time stories such as "Mary had a little lamb", it makes it difficult for anyone to perceive what God meant when he sent his One and Only Son to be "The Lamb of God"— "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world." But we must make a heart effort to put away all false notions so that we may enter God's world of events and come to comprehend and to perceive the full measure of what God intended when he had the Baptist utter these eternal words of unequalled glory. If we are to truly understand the gospel of life as witnessed by the Baptist and as recorded by the Apostle, we must try to be at one with God's mind and heart. We do so when we earnestly deny ourselves in order to receive God's living and life giving words. The opportunities are rare when a window of understanding is open for us. Let's not miss it. 
Let's read verse 29
. First, we aught to be more accurate in viewing the notion of what lamb represents in all cultures. Not all notions of lamb which society and culture have impressed upon us are wrong. For example, lambs are gentle creatures, docile and obedient. They are also very selective in whom they follow and to whom they answer. They answer only to the shepherd's voice. They follow only the shepherd's voice. When rarely one goes astray, he or she is not able to return home on their own. They must be searched for and found. If they are not found, they are usually in great danger of being mauled by wolves. All these characteristics are true to all sheep in general. But how can we apply these traits to the Lamb of God, whom God sent to be our Savior? We can apply them only in the Lamb's relation with his Shepherd, and in this case the Lamb is the Lord Jesus and the Shepherd is God. When God made the plan to rescue his people from the power of sin, the plan was extremely delicate and thorough in nature. Every aspect of the plan required absolute obedience. Every aspect required humility of heart and a great sense of sacrifice. In the world, there has never been such a lamb with such qualities. Even if there were a close resemblance of a lamb, such as say David or Moses, two men of absolute humility and obedience to God, they could not act out God's plan since the plan required sinless blood, and an innocent nature. So, God had to choose another lamb that fit the qualifications. There was none in heaven and on earth except his One and Only Son. When God viewed his Son, his Son was the perfect candidate to carry out God's plan. He was of absolute obedience, like a lamb. He was of absolute humility, like a lamb. He was also of absolute innocence, like a lamb. For this reason, God chose Jesus to carry out God's plan to save the world. 

But why did God require a lamb rather than a bear or a lion to carry out the salvation plan? Because from the beginning of time, when God chose the sacrificial system in order to deal with the sin problem, an innocent creature of pure blood was needed. For centuries God let the Israelites sacrifice innocent lambs for the temporary forgiveness of sins. So the people of God, stained with sin, sacrifices lambs year in and year out for the sake of God's forgiveness. The lamb's blood when sprinkled on their hearts acted as an appeasement to God who could not have brought his people close to himself unless their sins were forgiven. Therefore, when God finally wanted to solve the sin problem once for all, he needed a perfect lamb. He needed an obedient lamb, a humble lamb and an innocent lamb to carry out the plan. So he sent his Son. His Son Jesus lived a sinless life. He followed God's word obediently and absolutely. He followed without question, with humility unequalled to any other. Jesus became the Lamb who sacrificed himself for the sin of the world. 

When John the Baptist cried out "Look the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world", his heart was heavy. It was a glorious moment in history; of it was the moment when a perfect Lamb was ready to give his life so that all God's people might be forgiven. It was the most beautiful story ever told. A Lamb: gentle and docile and obedient following his slaughterers to the place of slaughter. He went without a word. He went without complaint. He went willingly. When they had nailed him to the cross, the Lamb of God shed his blood. His blood saved everyone who asked to be forgiven. His body broken on the cross was the perfect sacrifice that was enough to satisfy the demand of sin for life. Thus, the Lamb gave himself. When we think of a lamb, we think with a wrong view. Therefore, we cannot fully comprehend what God had to go through to give his Son. We cannot fully comprehend what Jesus went through to give his own life. In order to fully understand what God had done for us, we have to truly see the level of sacrifice the Lord did in order to save us. He gave his own Lamb. He gave his own beloved Lamb to be sacrificed in our place. 

There is a story about king David who chose to sacrifice another man's lamb rather than his own lamb. It is a story of immense emotion especially when the prophet narrated to David the sin he had committed. Our hearts break to hear the words of the prophet accusing David of sacrificing someone else's lamb for his own pleasure. But when it comes to God's own Lamb sacrificed on our behalf, we hardly flinch. Our hearts hardly move. Most men are wretched in heart. They are given everything, yet they want to give nothing in return. Others sacrifice for us, but we hardly sacrifice for them. Even when God gives us his all, we are reluctant to give him back anything. We must be prodded and challenged to move a finger. When we move a finger we complain that we have not received any praise for it. Our selfishness is beyond human understanding. All because we do not fully comprehend what God really did in order to save us from sin. God had a Lamb. It was his best Lamb; his beloved Lamb. He loved the Lamb and kept it close to his heart. But when the need came to give the Lamb for the life of others, God did not hesitate. He offered Him on the cross for our sins. Unless we break down at heart at this great sacrifice of God, we would not be able to change on the inside enough to make a difference in the spiritual world. We must meditate, and pray until God opens our hearts to see what God had done for our sake. 

Look at verse 29 again. John's life seemed to have been bound to Jesus' life in every way. He came to live for the Christ. He grew up only to give his life for the sake of the Christ. He did not know who the Christ was and when he will come. But as long as his heart was set on serving the Christ with his life, he was sure to recognize the Christ when he came. And when he finally appeared on the Jordan River, John did not see the Christ. He did not see the King. He did not see the Sovereign Ruler of Heaven and Earth. He saw a Lamb. He saw a gentle Lamb walking among the people, docile and obedient to God. When he saw him, John could not contain his joy. There was the Lamb who would give himself that others might live. His declaration was not something given him by God to say. His declaration was his own conviction of heart that the Sacrificial Lamb has finally come to give his life for the sins of the world, particularly the sins of John. How great it is to have such a personal conviction, that the Lamb of God has come to save me from my sins. How powerful our lives would be, free of complaints and free of wickedness if we only consider who this Lamb is and what this Lamb has come to do. Most people receive the gift of salvation by virtue of God's truth, that whoever confesses has life. But few are those who receive the gift of salvation not only by virtue of God's grace, but also by virtue of a deep deep knowledge that this Lamb of God has come to sacrifice himself for me and for my family, for my friends, and for my enemies as well. Only then, can we be full of the Holy Spirit rather than full of our own wicked thoughts and own wicked plans and our own wicked ideas. Praise God who has given us a Lamb to rescue us not only from sin but from our selves as well. May God Almighty who sent his Lamb for me, impress it on my heart until it is not only a teaching but a conviction— a strong conviction strong enough to enable me to live for Christ rather than to live for myself and for my hidden sins. 

Most Christians sin and do not know why they sin. Then in time they forget their sin and rely on God's grace, considering that God is a forgiving God; but the whole while they grow more and more corrupt and more and more hardened. In the end, even the Lamb of God who takes away their sin is nothing but a teaching. How can we change the teaching into a conviction, a lasting powerful conviction? We cannot unless we are ready to look at the Lamb with a repentant heart and a heart full of faith. We need a ready heart— ready to make many decisions of faith to walk in the footsteps of the Lamb— footsteps of humility, and of obedience to the gospel. Many Christians know that their lives belong to God, but are unwilling to give this life back to God, at least not all of it. As long as they hold on to bits and pieces of their lives, they cannot expect to recover, nor to grow nor to bear the fruit of life. John the Baptist was fruitful because when he declared to the world, "Look the Lamb of God" he was giving his life to the Lamb, committing his life to the Lamb and sacrificing his life to the Lamb who sacrificed His life for him. 

May God help us to confess the Lamb of God and be ready to follow the Lamb of God, even to the slaughter if need be. Only then will our hearts be full of the Holy Spirit rather than full of all the things that make us strangers to God and worthy of his wrath. Today is a day of repentance and of renewal as always. Every day God waits on the side road looking for his lost sins and daughters to come home. Every day he points to the Lamb who had make it possible for stray sinners to come home. May God help the young people of our generation to realize the measure of God's love, measured fully by his sacrifice of his Lamb. Surely the Baptist's declaration was a song of love and praise,  a song every forgiven Christian must sing in his heart every day. May God cast out any bitter complaints, any fowl thoughts, any crooked schemes from our hearts and rebuild our hearts with the image of the Lamb obediently going to the cross for our sins. 

Read verses 30-31
. As we reviewed earlier, John came to testify to the Christ. But when he saw him for the first time, his testimony suddenly changed from the Christ of God to the Lamb of God. The Lamb is one of the most insignificant creatures on the earth. But when John saw Jesus, his heart went out to him. He saw not the King of kings who some day would conquer the heavens and the earth. Rather he saw a gentle Lamb. For someone who had spent all of his life magnifying the King, it must have been difficult to behold a Lamb. But with all the humility of one who learns, his heart cried for Jesus. His heart rejoiced for Jesus. To the One who is far greater than himself, John confessed, here is the Lamb of God. Here is the One who came to give his life for us sinners. At that John was overwhelmed with grace, and he said: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.” (32-34) He saw a gentle Lamb, but he testified that he had seen the Son of God. He saw one who was treading his way to the cross, but he testified that he had seen the marvelous grace of God. He saw the One on whom the Holy Spirit descended. He descends on the elect of God, on those who humble themselves to live like little lambs rather than greedy wolves. He also descends on those who by grace perceive the One who came to be the Lamb of God for their sins. How blessed is our God who has given us his Lamb of sacrifice so that we might not perish but have eternal life. May God help us to know this Lamb of God very personally. Amen.  
� The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!


�  This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.





