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I Am The Voice

John 1:19-34

Key Verse 1:23

"John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, 'I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.'"


John the Baptist was not born in an ordinary way. His birth had been foretold and fulfilled through two aged people, Zachariah and Elizabeth. He did not grow up in the way most children grow up. He was wholly dedicated from infancy to the priesthood. He had been set apart for the one single task he would commit his life to— witnessing to the Christ. From the start, his life did not belong to him, just as he himself did not belong to his parents. His life had been marked out for him to serve in the wake of the Messiah's coming. From an early age, then, the Baptist was given over to a holy sect of monks known as the Essenes. Until the emergence of the Messiah, the Baptist lived in the seclusion of their desert compound. During the long and arduous years, the Baptist learned all the disciplines of the Monkish sect. He learned to live a monk's life free of all worldly attachments and material possessions. His one single possession had been a leather garment which he used to gird his loins. And he barely subsisted on locusts and wild honey as most of those who knew him attest to. But in all this, God had a purpose. He was being groomed to take his place in history as the forerunner of the Messiah. He was being prepared for the single-most mission of his life— to stand witness to the promise of God— to the One who would come to save the world from sin. He must have known about the prophesy from his parents who would not have concealed what the angel had said about him before his conception. The prophesy belonged to everyone. The gift meant for all. From the moment he entered the monastery, all eyes were upon him to see how the Holy Spirit would mold him and guide him until the day of his emergence was at hand.    

No one doubts that the Baptist's rigorous monastic life in the severest of spiritual disciplines, prepared him to face the world with staunch determination. Nothing phased him. When he emerged, he did so with such a force as to shake the foundation of the world around him. The gospels speak of him as if he were the greatest of prophets of all time. They tell us that hordes of people flocked to him to listen to him and to receive spiritual advice from him. The gospels also confirm that the Baptist maintained his poor life to the end of his days. Even his purity was maintained in the face of the world's many challenges and temptations. In brief, the man was wholly devoted to one task only— to fulfill prophecy— to bear witness to the Messiah. And he did so with the ferocity of a mother bear defending her cubs. What gave him the strength to do so? What gave him the power to remain true to his calling and to his mission? As we said, the years of spiritual training and discipline prepared him to take on the task of witnessing to the Messiah single-handedly. We also observed something else about the man. We saw the spiritual secret which maintained the Baptist to the end, creating a legacy to learn from and to follow. The spiritual secret was the years of his training prepared him to forfeit his own life, and to be ready to live it for another, for the Christ. In other words, he was prepared to give the privilege of life away in order that his life might be used to serve another— the Christ. There are two things here to contemplate if we consider ourselves disciples of Jesus. The first is that we cannot ignore the parents' role in offering up their children to raise them in the ways of God. And the second is our own willingness to live our lives for someone else— for the Christ. To let go of the reins of our own lives, and to hand them to Jesus, so that Jesus might steer our lives in the way he wants. That legacy of the Baptist is one of the greatest spiritual treasures we can hold on to. 

But John did not only live his life for another. Spiritual discipline may have molded him to give his life away and to live for another. But spiritual discipline has no power over man's heart. Man's heart is a domain of its own. It has the habit of acting independently. It has a will of its own. If the heart is not purged properly, no amount of spiritual discipline can help that heart become useful to God. The Pharisees had much spiritual discipline— more like religious discipline. But none of them had the capacity to live as John lived, and to do what John did. And the reason is simple. None of them disciplined their hearts. On the other hand, John disciplined his heart. And the result was that a great man of God was born, who lived and died to fulfill his mission of life. What are we talking about? We are talking about disciplining the heart with the Word of God. 

Within the commune which he grew up in the Baptist learned to discipline his body and so he lived a life of poverty and purity for the sake of fulfilling his mission. He learned spiritual discipline to deny his own life until he could offer to live that life for another. But what of the heart? In order to discipline his heart, we know for certain that John grew up in the Scriptures, his life disciplined by the Scriptures. That is how he disciplined his heart. That is how he was able to face the harsh realities of life and to hold tenaciously to the life of faith and mission God called him to live. 

Read verses 19-23
. When he finally emerged as the forerunner of the Messiah, John went straight to the Jordan River and lived there for the rest of his life. We do not know how long he was out in the open before he was locked up in prison where his life came to an end. But during the time of his freedom, John drew crowds to him with a single message— that all men aught to repent and prepare the way for the Messiah to come into their hearts. His message was not the one people wanted to hear when they were seeking God, but it was the best message which they should hear if there were seeking God. So John did not compromise the truth. Rather he preached it. And the truth was that all men are living in sin and are destined to die in sin. But that God in his mercy promised to send the Savior who would save them from their sins. That was the message of John. When he preached the truth, people did not run away. Rather they came crying and repenting and pleading for mercy. At that John baptized them. In baptism they waited for the coming of the Christ who alone could forgive their sins and restore the kingdom of God to them. 

Due to his tremendous popularity, the crowds swelled around him. At that, the religious leaders were eager to stop him. Since they did not know how, they resorted to their shrewd methods. They imagined that if they were only to question John, he would somehow make a mistake to reveal himself as the fraud they thought he was. So they sent hecklers to stump him with questions. But the man was not answering any of their questions. Rather he avoided every question they asked him. They had never in their lives met a man of such determination not to talk about himself. Some men are egotistic— in love with themselves. They talk only about themselves. Other men are selfish enough to say a few things about themselves, especially if they are popular or in a position of power. Still others, want to defend themselves. But the Baptist had nothing to say about himself. Why? Because his love for Jesus exceeded his love for himself. His love for Jesus made him see only Jesus in the eye of his heart. His love for Jesus blinded him from seeing himself. When he refused to talk about himself, he was not purposely being difficult. He was only being true to himself and to his heart. How could he talk about his little light when he knew someone whose light outshines the heavens and the earth? Indeed, to love Jesus is to see only Jesus. May we all love him like this. 

Read verse 23 again. "John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, 'I am the voice of one calling in the desert, Make straight the way for the Lord.'" When he was hard pressed to say something, anything about himself, John the Baptist revealed the secret of disciplining his own heart. He had disciplined his heart in the word of God. He had trained his heart to see all things through the word of God. From his words we see that John had himself spent his years studying the Scriptures. In the Scriptures he found his true identity. In the Scriptures he found his true mission. The Scriptures had been the power source of his life. When he was pressed to say something about himself, he said that he was not important. What is important was the message he brings to the people. When he was hard pressed to speak about himself, he said that he was only a messenger of someone greater than he. And that his mission was to help men make straight the way for the Lord. They aught to prepare their hearts to receive the Promised One. How precious is John the Baptist who teaches us that all men and women aught to study the word of God until each had found their true identity in the word of God, and until each had found their true mission in the word of God as well. 

There are many who claim the Christian faith. Strangely however, their relationship with the word of God is almost non-existent. So they neither know who they truly are nor do they know what their purpose in life is. When we do not study the word of God from the heart, the word of God cannot speak to our hearts. The word of God cannot discipline our hearts. We end up undisciplined Christians with no true commitment; with no true identity; with no true mission. We become Christians groping in the dark not knowing what we aught to do, or where we aught to go. We become helpless, tossed by the lack of a disciplined heart. And that heart is a dangerous heart and a danger to its owner. It is erratic, chaotic, anxious and weary— ever weary not finding neither peace nor blessing even when it is resting in the hands of the Savior. John's legacy is that John found the word of  God personally. He studied the Bible until he confirmed his position and purpose in life. He found out that he was a voice of one calling in the desert. So he was humble. He found out that he was to make straight the way of the Lord. So he was urgent and passionate towards his mission. He did not hop from river to river as some Christians are in the habit of hopping from church to church. He did not envy the world as some Christians are in the habit of doing only because they have not found the mission of their lives. Rather John devoted himself to serving Jesus and to preparing the way for him in the hearts of all people. He was able to reach the hearts of others because he was able to reach his own heart to discipline it and to make it obedient to the faith. As Paul said in 2 Cor. 10:5 "We take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ." He too was a man who knew how to discipline his heart according to the word of God. May God help us to discipline our heats, to study the Scripture until God's word has spoken to us and has convicted us of who we truly are, and what our mission truly is. Amen. 
Read verses 24-27
. Not everyone who asks a spiritual question has spiritual desire. And not everyone who goes out to listen to a spiritual message has an open heart for the word of God. Among the countless who sincerely came to be Baptized by John, there were those who came for other reasons. When the first group of inquisitors had failed to draw an answer from John, a second group of  inquisitors stepped in to take their place. Frustrated with him for not giving them a straight answer, they then asked him what authority he had to baptize people since he was such a nobody as he had claimed to be. They figured that when John fails to produce evidence of his spiritual authority, the crowds might see through his disguise. Most people believe authority to come from higher authority. But a heavenly sense authority comes only from God. The evidence of that authority is only visible in those whom God works. So rather than argue with them about authority, John used the opportunity to teach them what true authority is. When a man has authority to lead a sinner to repentance, that in itself is a glorious authority given only by God to those who serve his purpose. But when a man has authority to forgive sins and to baptize another man with the Holy Spirit, he is no longer a man but he is Jesus the Son of God. In his brief words to the inquisitors, John tried to help these skeptics to think of their sins; of the Holiness of God, and of the condition of their souls. Among them stood one whom they were not worthy of. Rather than flaunt their petty authority, they should seek him and find him. And when they had found him they should bend the knee, repent and turn their hearts to him. Surely John held no ill feelings towards anyone. Rather he held nothing but love for his Master and compassion for those who are perishing in their sins.   

Let’s read verses 29-34. There are many descriptions of our Lord in the Bible. But by far the most beautiful description is this: “The Lamb of God!” John’s life mission was now coming to an end. He was born to this purpose— that he might witness to the Christ who came in fulfillment of God’s promise. Since time began men have lived in sin and died in sin. Since the beginning the road to God and to his kingdom was hard since sin ruled the world and the hearts of men. Even when God established the animal sacrifices for his people, the measure was temporary. A Lamb of God was required, to be sacrificed for the sins of men once for all. And on this day, when the eyes of the Baptist fell on Jesus, he realized that the promise of ages had been fulfilled. This Lamb would give his life to save the world. This Lamb would be the salvation of all people. In great awe John saw the fulfillment of his life pass by on that day. On that day, John’s life purpose was fulfilled. All his life lived in sacrifice, in self denial, in pain of heart, in discipline, all was worth it. How fulfilled he must have felt when he saw the fruit of his life work culminating in Jesus. We too can embrace that fulfillment when we find our purpose and live our lives to fulfill it. 

Praise the Lamb of God who came to take away the sin of the world. Praise the Lamb who came to free us from sin and to restore to us the meaning and purpose of our lives. When we come to the Lamb with our sins, he forgives us; he delivers us; and he calls us to serve his purpose as John had served his. May the word of God convict your heart that the Lamb of God takes away your sins; that you and I have been forgiven in his blood; that we have been chosen to do his work. May you and I learn the humility of John the Baptist, and his secret to live a powerful life of faith and mission. God bless you.  

�  “Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, ‘I am not the Christ.’ They asked him, ‘Then who are you? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Finally they said, ‘Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, ‘I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 





� “Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, ‘Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?’ ‘I baptize with water,’ John replied, ‘but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.’”





