

1

This was John's Testimony

John 1:15-34

Key Verse 1:23

“John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, 'I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”

No one who has read the first chapter of John's Gospel denies the depth as well as the intricacies of this glorious chapter. Though we may read it and study it and explore it times without count, we are always amazed at how deeply it touches our hearts and turns our world upside-down. For who can meet with this chapter and not be left with an indelible mark on the heart? We skimmed through the introductory part of the chapter and considered some of its intense subjects such as the deity of Jesus, the origins of life, the folly of unbelief, the nature of true family, and most recently the power of witness. And all that and more in only a few verses of the introductory verses of this chapter. In those few verses, 1-18, the author John speaks plainly about the Christ, the Light who came to shine His Light into the darkness of this world. He also speaks plainly about another one, a witness called John, who was sent by God as a herald and forerunner to the Christ. His life had been marked out for him from before his own birth. He did not come to live a life of his own, nor a life for himself. He came to exclusively live his life for another, for someone else, for the Christ and for his service. 

Even if we carefully meditate on this brief statement, giving it much thought, still, it never grows easier on our ears nor heart. Rather it captures us by the heart-throat and greatly humbles us. To live our life for another, for someone else rather than for ourselves! To willingly give up our life and our life plan and our life joy and our life desire and our life ambition — to give it all up for someone else! That goes beyond the human imagination and certainly also beyond the human means. But in whichever way we survey the life of the Baptist, his life comes down to this— he had come to live his life for another, for someone else; that the whole meaning and purpose of his life were bound by someone else, to the Christ. That kind of life was not forced on him. It was chosen for him. But he stepped up to the challenge. He took it upon himself to live his life for another, for someone else, for the Christ the Son of God. No wonder Jesus declared him to be the greatest of prophets who ever lived, that there was and will never be a man like John and of his caliber. 

The Bible is full of inspirational characters whose legacies shine distinctively across the ages. There is Abel who set the standard of all offerings, offering his best to God by faith. There is Moses whose spirit God had to break before he could become useful to God. There is David a man after God’s own heart. Then there is John the Baptist who came to live not for himself but to live for another, for someone else other than himself, particularly for the Christ. This legacy of his outshines the brightest of lights in spiritual history. But what is so special about someone living his life for someone else? There is everything special about it. It takes courage— courage to break one’s own spirit and make it submit to another. It takes love which loves the Savior more than it loves its own self— love to break one’s own heart in order not to break another’s heart. It takes commitment— to decide who is worthier to live for, the self or the other. It takes persistence— persistence to endure all things, even pain jus so as not to betray the other. 

But John was more than that. John’s legacy set the stage for what the true essence of discipleship is, even before the Christ came to mold disciples for himself and to train them in the truth of discipleship. All that Jesus’ disciples became after he trained them for three years, and years afterwards as well, John the Baptist had been, from the start. His life gave meaning to every word uttered by Jesus, even before Jesus began to utter those words. When Jesus challenged the crowds as well as the disciples with these words: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Mk 8:34), John had already put his own spirit to the challenge and came out worthy of it. 

We are truly humbled when we glance at the life of the Baptist. Every gospel writer was sure to speak greatly of him. But no author captured the true spirit of the Baptist as John the disciple did. There may be many reasons for this, one being that John himself was a disciple of the Baptist. But the main reason John deeply understood the spirit of the Baptist is because John the disciple himself learned this truth from the Baptist and lived by it. The truth that a disciple of Jesus must bend the knee to Jesus, setting aside his or her own life, so that he or she might live for another, for someone else, to live for Jesus. In that, John the disciple was already way ahead the other disciples who trudged with difficulty into the life Jesus called them to live. He was the one who more deeply understood the essence of what makes a disciple a true disciple and recorded it in a way unlike any other gospel writer. John the disciple was the one recorded words such as these: “I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." (John 21:18) He was the one who understood more than anyone else the cost of discipleship, to stretch out our hands so that someone else might lead us— mainly the Christ. 

From the start, the Baptist set out to live his life as a true disciple of Jesus. He was born to a Godly family. What does it mean that he was born to a Godly family? It means that his parents understood that his life was given from the start to Jesus and therefore must be given back to Jesus. They did not hold on to him. They did not decide his life for him. They did not interfere with God’s plan for him. They did not overprotect him until he stopped trusting God and began to trust only them. They understood the dangers of holding on to him, and the dangers of guiding him in the way they saw fit, rather than in the way God had planned for him. From the start, it was his parents full of faith who set John the Baptist on the right path of life, so that in time he would give that life for the Christ. Without them, it could not have happened. So, he was born of a Godly family. And from there he was groomed to offer himself for another from the start. When it was time to appear on the scene, he was ready to do one thing in his life. One thing and one thing only. He was ready to bear the Christ to others— to bring them close to him— to hold their hands until they had met the other and were ready in turn to give their lives to the other, to someone else, to the Christ. 

To give life to someone else, to the Christ, became the legacy of John the Baptist. To do so, he witnessed to him from morning to evening and into the night. What does this mean? It does not mean that he mindlessly uttered the name of Christ time and again. It means that his heart and mind, his body and soul were closely bound to Jesus. As a lover is bound to the heart of the one who is loved, so also John the Baptist was bound to Jesus in heart and mind and soul. It was not easy. But it was not impossible. It was not impossible, because he had decided form the start to give his life to live for the other, for Jesus. As such, he had to decide not to show himself too much. Not to hold any dreams and desires and ambitions in his heart that did not include the Christ. And when he had put aside himself for the other, he became the most powerful servant of Christ who had ever lived. And his mission to witness to Jesus became the grassroots of all gospel work done in all these generations.  

When I considered how to study these few lone passages that speak of the Baptist, I was convicted of heart. John the disciple clearly states the Baptist’s role in the life of Jesus— his witness. He was Jesus’ witness. But I found out he was much much more than that. He was a giant of all disciples. And I found out the secret of his remarkable devotion to the Christ. I found it in the very last words in which John the disciple writes about the Baptist— at the end of the third chapter of John. And suddenly my heart was moved to recommit my life and my commitment to Jesus, and to do everything within my ability to imitate one of the greatest of Jesus’ people who ever lived— John the Baptist. Why? Not for the honor of it, since there is no honor in having my spirit broken for Christ, and there is no dignity in giving up life dreams for the Christ, and there is no human benefit in abandoning my life so that I may live for another. I found out that regardless of how much we love the Christ, and devote ourselves to him, we have not put aside our lives fully to live for someone else, be it the Christ, or the children of God whom the Christ sends us to tend to and to care for. But by his grace I could find my way back to the path which God has given me to walk in this life—  to stop living with him, and to begin living for him. I realized that we tend to live with him rather than for him. That was not the Baptist’s commitment. His true commitment was to live for him. 

The passage that best summarizes the beauty of the Baptist’s life says: “A man can receive only what is given him from heaven. You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less.” (Jn. 3:27-30) It was this deep commitment to Christ that every Christian must come to live with. John did not vie for anything more than God had given him. So he accepted who he was and what he was given, saying that a man receives only what God chooses to give him, be it small or big. John also was happy with what his witness would accomplish. He would become lesser while Jesus would become more and greater. How glorious is this man who had put aside his own life and ambition and desire and all in order to live his life for another, for someone else, particularly for Jesus. And when he was committed to live for Jesus, he was also committed to live for Jesus’ people, giving everything he has so that they may become greater and that he might become less. 

But at the heart of things, John was a witness to Jesus— no more and no less. Read verses 19-23
. Look at verses 15-18
. In those verses, John introduces Jesus as the one who surpassed him meaning that Jesus is God. He testifies to Jesus that he had come to pour out grace and truth upon all people. His witness is marvelous. It testifies to the fact that Jesus is the forgiving God and that Jesus is also the just God who judges people by the truth rather than by human standards. This witness alone strengthens all who have sinned to receive the forgiveness of God through Jesus. It was John’s initial testimony about Jesus. But look at verses 19-23. John’s testimony about Jesus is amazing because in it we see the attitude of a true disciple of Jesus. Most people love themselves. They love what comes out of their hearts and minds. They cherish their own thoughts as superior. They depend on their own understanding of things. But John the Baptist teaches the true spirit of a disciple. He does not consider himself but considers only Jesus. He has not much to say about himself but has so much to say about Jesus. His life is tightly wrapped up in Jesus. His spirit is bound to Jesus. And his message paves the way for Jesus. He is only a voice in the desert that cries out to all people. It cries out to those who are searching for the Christ to make their way straight for the Lord. He cries out to all people to make way for the Lord to come to their hearts by repenting of their sins. John’s message was not popular. It did not make people happy, nor did it cater to their desires. But John was not concerned with popularity, nor with acceptance, nor with pleasing people. He was only concerned with their souls. For the sake of their souls, was even ready to be hated by them. He was indeed a true witness. 

Read verses 24-28. When he was hard pressed to say something, anything about himself, John the Baptist still refused. Rather he again pointed the way to Jesus. He confessed that he himself is only able to make people see their sins, and to help them confess them, but that only Jesus can cleanse their hearts from sin and bring upon them a new life. 

Read verses 29-34. Finally John the Baptist bore the greatest witness to Jesus. He witnessed that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. John was closely bound to Jesus in heart and mind and soul. He loved him and gave his life to serve him. But even John needed the Lamb of God to wash away his own sins away. He was humble enough to declare Jesus the Savior who came to this world to give his life for the ransom of many. He was humble enough to commit his life and life journey to witness to Jesus. Because of that, he fulfilled the purpose and meaning of his life. In the same way, God calls us to be his disciples. He calls us night and day to witness to the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. But we cannot do this if we are still holding on to our lives and our dreams and our desires. No matter how much we love Jesus, the Lamb cannot share our lives with human desires and with whatever else fills the human heart with corruption. Every disciple of Jesus must pay close attention to the Baptist’s life and learn from him that a life given to Christ is a life given to Christ. That the life given to Christ cannot be taken back. It cannot be compromised. It cannot be altered. It cannot be doubted. That the life given to Christ must only become more and more bound to the Christ even if it means to sever it from all worldly things that end up binding it in life. 


We must learn from the Baptist one of the best secrets of being at one with the Lord. It is to put aside our lives that we might live them fully for Jesus and for his gospel of life. We must be ready to plow our hearts until a straight way is paved in our hearts to receive Jesus newly and to make him our true Guide. May God bless us to be his true disciples, disciples who can influence others to follow Jesus and to serve his great purpose. . 
� “Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, ‘I am not the Christ.’ They asked him, ‘Then who are you? Are you Elijah?’  He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Finally they said, ‘Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, ‘I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.’”


�    “John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, ‘This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' ‘From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.”





