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The Word Became Flesh

John 1:6-18

Key Verse 1:14

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

The first chapter of John is like a deep ocean in which even the most skillful of divers is daunted by its wonders. Imagine then the heart and mind of the author of this wondrous chapter, and book! He must have been overwhelmed by its powerful contents even from the first word he sat down to write. "In the beginning", he said. Then he continued, "In the beginning was the Word." The Word he was writing about was the One and Only Jesus, the Son of God who had come to this world to give his life as a ransom for sin. He was the promised Savior. He had lived with the disciples for almost 3 and the half years, teaching them the Word of God and leading them in the way of a Disciple, grooming them in the way of an Apostle. But at the time John sat down to write this gospel account, this Jesus no longer seemed as only the Son of God, the Savior of mankind, but had grown in John's heart to something much much more. Now as he sat down to write his account of the gospel, to his eyes, Jesus had become the Word, the Word who was with God, the Word who was himself God. While other gospel authors wrote the story of the Savior Jesus, John sat down to write the story of God. 

God who was in the beginning, this same God, came down to earth and lived with a few men for a short time. And in doing so, he managed to change their lives, and to change the world as well. It does not matter when John sat down to write his account of God and the gospel, the experience he had with this God remained fresh on his heart and mind to the end. It was an experience like no other. At the same time, it was an experience he so much wanted to share with all believers. His words seem difficult to understand. The truths he speaks of seem a little choppy as he moves from one concept to another. But in reality it all accomplishes one purpose— to bring us closer to this God who left nothing undone if only he might deliver us from the darkness and to bring us back to home to our real family. And to give us a peace and joy unspeakable. John deeply believed that if we would only listen carefully with the ears of our hearts to the story of God, meditating on it, we too would gain the same experience he had as he lived with and listened to the gracious God on whose shoulder John rested day after day. 

We all want to gain this experience and make it out own. But to do so, we must put aside our selves and listen to the words of this book with humility and with tears, until the teaching becomes our own conviction. In verses 6-18 we can see the story and how it is told. The gist of the story is that God did everything he could to bring all people back to himself. He went to the farthest extents to help us. He bent down backwards to move our hearts. He sent us witnesses to testify to his grace and truth. He even denounced his own throne in an effort to put sense into us. When we consider what God has done, those who have beating hearts in their chests cannot but be moved to tears. And those who have long lost their hearts to other things, whose hearts have died somewhere in the darkness, there is still hope for them if they would listen to the gospel story and borrow John's experience until they too can see the light. So then, what has God done, which John so eagerly tells and retells in this introduction? 

First, God sent us witnesses. Read verses 6-9. "There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world." The Almighty God who created the heavens and the earth needs no witnesses. Though in fact, the Almighty God has been surrounded with witnesses from the beginning of time until this very day. All the host of heaven, the multitude of angels who were with God from before the creation of earth or man have been God’s indisputable witnesses. The psalmist David confesses that the stars themselves stand as witnesses to the Almighty God throughout the generations of time. Indeed God needs no witnesses. But somehow, God Almighty decided to send a witness to the coming of the Savior. His name was John. We all know John’s story. He was born supernaturally to two ages parents who passed away soon after his birth. The author John refers to John the Baptist as a man sent from God, meaning that John’s life and works had all been part of God’s plan to bring salvation to the world. 

John’s mission was extensive. He had to grow up in a spiritually sterile environment, away from the world and its ways. He had to keep himself pure at heart and in body and action. Though he was a unique man of prophetic proportions, he had to study the Scripture under teachers like any other man, and carry out his duties in the Godly desert community. All his life he had to live poorly depending on the kindness and generosity of others. When he emerged in the world, he went straight to the Jordan River where God led him to preach an unusual and unpopular message of repentance to hostile people. His mission to prepare the way for the Messiah was by far the highest honor any man or woman of God could attain to. But quite honestly, even when he pointed the finger to Jesus and said, “This is He”, meaning the Promised Messiah, was not the climax of his life. Unbelievably, John had a supreme function for his life other than all these glorious things. What then was the ultimate function of John’s coming? It was to be a witness to Jesus. That in itself was the great purpose for which God had called him to minister to Jesus. 

To witness to Jesus. What a great mission John was called to minister! He would be the first witness to Jesus. As we said, witnessing to God is not necessary, yet God found it extremely necessary to have a witness. No man can dispute that God sent John to be a witness to Jesus— to verify and testify that Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior of the world. How then did God use this man to witness to Jesus? He used him verbally to testify by word of mouth that Jesus is the Messiah, the promised One. But God also used him to testify to Jesus in a most unusual way, in the way of life. John’s very life stood to testify and to witness to Jesus. By the life he lived. We can say that his poverty testified that life is more than material things. We can say that his dedication to the work of God testified that there is no work more noble than the work of God. We can say many things. But in reality, we only need to understand that John the Baptist lived the message he was given to preach. There are those who dearly love Jesus and want to witness to Jesus. But when their lives and their love for other things conflict with their love for him, their mouths become paralyzed, for their lives themselves tell a lie. We cannot witness to Jesus, which is the highest form of our calling, if we have pockets of love in our hearts we have reserved for other things. And no hiding such things can actually hide the truth. What we do, how we live, what we wear, what we spend our money on, how conduct ourselves, all such things stand witness either to Jesus or other things. Our lives are surely constantly under trial by the world. The world looks and judges not based on what they hear, but on what they see in a man or a woman. 

When the world looked at John they saw honesty and devotion, passion and deep conviction of a man who was not struggling between two world, a man who was not divided in his interests, in his desires, and passions. They saw a man whose witness was the most powerful witness of all time, the witness of our lives. Last Friday we read an excerpt from a small book called “the case for Christmas”. The book begins with a story about a family whose poverty puts our poorest of families in this ministry to shame. An old woman living on scraps, and two granddaughters who were so poor that they had to share the same sweater in the bitter cold of Chicago while walking to school. Neither the grandmother nor her two granddaughters had a speck of bitterness in their hearts. They only had thanksgiving for the abundant grace of the Lord Jesus. Even the greatest evangelist in America and the most glorious of churches in the land cannot compete with this old woman’s witness to Jesus. Like the Baptist, and like the Delgado grandmother, we too must examine our hearts to see whether this most precious of trusts God had laid on our hearts— to be Jesus’ witnesses— is being lived out. Do we live what we believe and what we witness to? 

Weather we know it or not, whether we like it or not, we have been called to be Jesus’ witnesses. There is no more noble calling nor mission than to witness to the King of heaven, the Savior of my soul. While the world is perishing, our witness can make the difference in this world to life or to death. What we do with this trust determines other’s relationship with God. What should we do then when we have so many other things in life to tend to? Shall we give in to those things, or shall we decide to turn our hearts to be his dear witnesses? And when we have firmly decided to witness to him, how shall we live? Shall we complain or shall we give praise and thanks? Shall we hoard goods or shall we share them? May Almighty God touch us deeply until we can honestly say, “Lord I want to witness to you at any cost.” 

Second, John witnessed to Jesus’ identity. Read verses 15-18. “John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' " From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.” John’s mission was to testify to Jesus’ identity as the Promised Messiah. He was to wait until the emergence of Jesus, his appearance, and then to point to him as the One sent by God to rescue the world. He was to testify to Jesus’ deity. Jesus was no ordinary man. John himself was recognized as one of the greatest prophets of all time. Even in his terrible poverty, no on could miss the truth that this man was sent from God. But even this one who had been sent by God did not match up to the One God was sending to save the world. So John’s testimony and witness had been that the promised one is far greater than John. In fact, he was so great that John was not worthy of him. Therefore, he was none other than God. This witness is always most urgent. The world should know that Jesus was not an ordinary man, not even an extraordinary prophet, but that he was none other than God himself. That this God had come in the person of Jesus to save the world. 

But look at15-18 again. John also testified and witnessed that Jesus had come to this world to bring one blessing after another. John testifies that the Law was God’s highest Truth from heaven, leading men in the right way. But the Law alone was not enough. The Bible which God had given to his people was filled with instructions on how to live for God and how to please God. But the Bible cannot save us. The world needed the Bible’s author to shed grace upon our hearts so that we might be able to live by the Bible teaching. John testified that Jesus had come to bring the blessing of grace upon our hearts until we have tasted the salvation which God had prepared for all who believe. Therefore, we must know that John not only witnessed that Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior of the world, but that he also witnessed that Jesus had come to endow our lives with the grace of forgiveness. Finally those who listen to John’s testimony and witness, and who receive the message with humbleness of heart, these will finally experience all that John the author had intended for them to experience, the full measure of God’s grace and truth, for they will see God in Jesus and know God in Jesus just as the author John had intended for them from the start. 

It is a great promise that we who are born in this dark generation can also experience the marvelous witness of John, to taste the awe he himself tasted in knowing Jesus and in seeing in Jesus all the marvelous grace and truth God had sent to each one of us. 

Third, the testimony that Jesus is full of grace and truth. John had testified that Jesus is God, that he is the Promised Savior, and that he is the one who had come to pour on us the full measure of God’s grace and truth. Now we must consider this testimony very carefully. Read verse 14. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Of all the glorious testimonies and witnesses about the Lord Jesus, there are none that can match this. The word became flesh. The word who is God who ruled heaven, left everything in order to come to earth in the form of a man. We cannot imagine what privileges and blessings he had to deny in order to do so. No one wants to deny any comfort nor privilege. Actually we want to hold on to our privileges and ask for more. But our Lord Jesus gave it all up, for his love for us. And when he had given up his privileges, he had to come down to dwell among us. No one can fathom the difficulty of such a thing. That the Holy God should come to share life with unholy man. I can only praise God for this. There was no pride in him. There was no disgust in him for our condition. There was no regret in his heart. There was no sense of what he had lost. There was only love and commitment to those he loves. So we call his great sacrifice the “incarnation of God”. And to truly become one with the Lord as most Christians truly desire, we must experience this incarnation personally. To do so, we must be willing to give up our privileges and comforts even for a short time in order to taste what the Lord tasted in the moment he became a man. Those in history who have denied themselves, have truly come to know him. Paul said, “I want to know him” and he came to know him because he was willing to deny himself. May God help us to grow in Jesus as we learn to deny ourselves as well. 

The Lord denied himself and became flesh. This incarnation was also the ultimate act of God’s grace. It was for the purpose of forgiveness. He did so in order to give his life for our salvation. He came to us full of grace. On the cross, he forgave our sins and bid us forgive each other. On the cross he died a humble man broken, but full of sacrifice, and he bid us to abandon our selfishness and sense of righteousness, in order to embrace his grace. He wanted us to be like him, full of forgiveness and full of passion to carry on the life giving work of salvation. I praise God who did this for us. May God help us to share his grace with all people, More than that, Jesus also incarnated in order to bring truth back into this world of lies. Jesus came to bring forgiveness as well as truth which can only be found in the word of God. When we eagerly desire to learn the precious character of the Lord in order to imitate him, we must be willing to be disciplined by the truth, and be forgiven by the grace. Then we will be able to experience all full power of this gospel God had given us to share with the world around us. 

This first chapter is indeed a powerhouse of grace, with many truths to hold on to. But let us first learn how to be good witnesses of Jesus to the world. May God help us to learn from John the way to be a good witness. And as we study the gospel of John, we must pray that every chapter may be a fresh lesson in how to share in the incarnation by holding on to Jesus’ grace and truth with our whole hearts. May God bless you to share in the experience John eagerly wanted every Christian to share in. Read our key verse 14 again.
