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The Children Of God
John 1:6-13
Key Verse 1:12
“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

Family. How to define the word or term “family”. The definitions are probably as numerous as there are families on the face of this earth. In the world, family is defined and identified by blood. In science, family is a group of living things that share some unique characteristics, further divided into sub groups based on genus and species. The term family is indeed too extensive to adequately define. But regardless of definition, we concur that the term family evokes our deepest emotions and stirs up our most tender of sentiments. Family is indeed precious, especially when the majority of humanity relates family to blood. But even then, the fabric of family is inordinately thin, and easily broken. For example, beyond the closeness of one’s own brother or sister, even nephews and nieces tend to take a back seat in the structure and hierarchy of what we deem to be family. So how does all this fit into the passage we are exploring today? Let’s see. 

Family! In the beginning, God created the family to be the most powerful and stable of earthly elements. His purpose for the family was to make the family the single-most Godly instrument for God to do his work on earth. God intended the family to be his instrument of blessing. Thus the family was the first institution God created to manage God’s work. Needless to say that of all the marvelous creations his hands brought into existence, the family was God’s pride and joy. When God created Adam and Eve, God envisioned that the family would be like a school room for children to be educated in Godly ways and mature into the servants of God whom God intended them to be. Indeed, no one can truly perceive the glorious vision God had for his most precious of creations— the family. But somehow, and from the dawn of time man and woman failed the trust God laid upon their hearts. Greed! Greed for knowledge; greed for the forbidden; and greed for what was withheld brought disaster upon them. In their greed, they yearned for what was not given to them, and so they fell into sin. But as soon as sin entered their hearts, they also lost their innocence. And when innocence was lost, their whole world became as dark as night. They were cast out of the Garden. And all the promises greed had initially made to them turned out to be the worst of lies and the most destructive of scams in history. In the end, greed not only gave them nothing, but also left them with nothing but pain and anguish. And so, they were left in a world of darkness. 

But the ones who really suffered the most because of this family’s foolishness and greed were the children. We all know Cain’s story. People despise Cain for what he did to his brother Abel. But in reality, Cain simply received an inheritance he was not supposed to receive from his parents. God had intended for Cain to receive a glorious inheritance of faith and mission, of love of peace and of joy. He should have received the blessing of intimately knowing God and of serving God. He needed to receive an inheritance that would make him a man of great influence especially upon his younger brother and upon the world he was destined to oversee. But instead, Cain received an inheritance of sin from his parents. His blood became tainted with all the dark elements of sin. And in a moment of jealous rage, Cain murdered his brother. He really did not mean to kill him. He really wanted to protect him. He really wanted to share his life with him. He really wanted to laugh and cry with him. He wanted to bring him many gifts of love. But the inheritance he received from his greedy parents ruined Cain’s life. Of course, the Bible explicitly tells us that each person is responsible for his or her own sins before God. And Cain was surely made responsible for his crime, as well as the rest of his crimes against God and humanity. But we cannot disregard the fact that his blood had been tainted with sin— an inheritance he had received from his parents. Adam and Eve also never intended for their family to become so dysfunctional. But truth be told, good intentions are a dime a dozen. Most people have good intentions, but sin has a way of warping even good intentions to serve its own sinister purpose. 

God who created the family was broken hearted because the single-most unit of power through which he had intended to work was utterly ruined. And the world he had intended to bless turned into a cursed place of darkness. Still, God never lost hope. In his great mercy he devised a plan to recover man, his prize creation, and to rebuild the family, his institution and instrument to build and rebuild the Kingdom of God. When man was plunged into darkness, he could no longer see. He could no longer see his life in the light of God. He could no longer see his own purpose of creation. He could no longer see the way in which he must walk. In this darkness, all people groped through life trying to hold on to something meaningful and something stable. But they could find none. All people simply walked in darkness until they came to the edge of the cliff where they fell to their doom. What did God do? He sent his Son to the world with a mission. Jesus had the impossible missions to defeat the power of sin, and to recover the dead hearts of men. Jesus accomplished this on the cross. He gave his life as a ransom for sin. But before Jesus could lead men in the way of the cross, Jesus had the initial mission to light the way, to shine on the path so that men might see. He needed to do this so that men might see where they are going, turn around and follow Jesus out of the perilous path onto the path of truth. And Jesus did exactly that. 

Read verses 4-5. “In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” When Jesus began his ministry, he knew that men were blind, and could not see anything. Just like a proud man cannot see his pride, and the wayward woman cannot see the filth of her heart, so also all people were too blind to see where they were walking. None could see that the way of life they were living was going to lead them to the pit. None could see that their ways were wrong and grieving to the God who loved them. None could see how urgent it was for them to simply stop— before it is too late. Jesus knew that in their blindness and sin sickness, they would need intensive care. What could be bright enough to light the path to a new life— the path back to God? Jesus knew that the Word of God was the only light powerful enough to overpower the darkness. In history men who have somehow realized that they had been living in the thick darkness of the world, tried to shine some light on the way. But no light which men had shone was able to overshadow the darkness. Rather soon, most lights flickered and died out. This was true of philosophies, of religions, of good honest teachings. Nothing worked. And men despaired and gave up. But Jesus brought the Word of God. When Jesus came equipped with the word of God, his teachings were so beautiful and bright that suddenly those who could not see, could see. Suddenly the path to God was exposed, and those who had a heart to change their ways, stopped and followed Jesus. It was glorious to see a Samaritan woman finally realize that she had been worshiping men. To repent and to begin to worship God. It was amazing that Nicodemus could finally see his hedonistic ways and repent and begin to live a life of sacrifice. In all that Jesus taught, men and women began to open their eyes to see the way in which they should go. It was not easy for them to change their life style after all these years. But when conscientious men and woman see the light, they also realize that even poor life in God is better than rich death with the devil. 

Our Lord Jesus came to shed light on the darkness. But that is not all. Before his great sacrifice on the cross to redeem the souls of men, Jesus had another glorious mission to accomplish. He needed to bring the children of God back to God. Jesus had a mission to rebuild the family. He had a mission to rebuild the fabric of the family so that the family once again might serve God’s purpose. And that parents once again might serve their children and pass on to them the glorious inheritance they deserve— that inheritance which was originally intended for them from the Gracious Almighty God. Jesus’ mission was not easy. In the darkness most people are too blind to see that they had not been good fathers or mothers. In the darkness, most parents do not see that what they are teaching their children is contrary to the truth of God. Blind people teach their children to be number one, to excel even at the cost of running over someone else. They teach them that they must prosper at any cost. They teach them that they must fend for themselves because if they do not take care of themselves no one will take care of them. In the darkness, faith is vague and men use faith according to their own understanding. They use faith when faith serves their purpose, rather than let faith serve God and his purpose. Blind people have no insight to raise their children to put God first, to serve God first. Most parents, even Christian parents sometimes do all they can to give their children the best things of life, thinking that this is their mission. They labor hard to make life easier for their children. In that sense, the children grow not knowing the most fundamental truths of God. They grow tragically seeing God with blind eyes, the God their parents want them to see rather than the God and Father of our Lord Jesus. 

When Jesus taught the Bible, he taught that he is Life. That his life is all we need. That his life is the gift that surpasses all gifts. He taught that there is nothing more noble than to teach a child of God, and the children, the essence of sacrifice, of giving, of giving something of themselves to others, of giving of themselves to God and to the work of God. Jesus taught us to teach them how to think of others before they think of themselves. He taught us that money does not solve problems but rather breaks up people and families, and for that, they must not follow money nor money making, but follow the truth so that in the end, hearts may not be broken, nor become callous, nor that hearts be laid waste by the ravages of material life, and of success, and all that comes as a result of the cursed inheritance that should not pass on to them. Jesus had a mission to bring a new concept to the family. He came to mend it in Christ Jesus. He came to make the family powerful and fruitful. But it will not be so if hearts are proud and closed to the message of the gospel. 

In order for Jesus to build and rebuild the family, he had to redefine it. He had to redefine its meaning. Its foundation. In the world family is blood. And blood fails and with it families fail, break up, and in severe cases, even perish. But for Jesus to build a new world where inheritances are not tainted, and where teachings have their foundation not in the world but in God, Jesus had to define family in Godly standards. What then is family? 

Jesus said in Matthew 12:48-50 “He replied to him, ‘Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?’ Pointing to his disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.’” According to Jesus’ definition of family, the new family of the New Testament, the new family commissioned to serve God in this world is the family of God’s people, of those who love God and who are bent on doing the work of God. Most of all, they are those who do the will of God. That is, they search the Scriptures in order to find out what God’s will is, and what pleases God. When they had found the will of God, they set about obeying it from their hearts. According to Jesus, Christians are God’s family. In this family, the rules are different. The standards are different. In this new family, blood does not count. What counts more than blood, is the Word of God, which is the blood of the soul. The family of God is beautiful. It is the instrument which God uses to bless this world. Therefore, every family of God must be ready and willing to change its ways to honor and bless God. The family must be ready to do the work of God. And the work of God in our generation has not changed since the time of the apostles. The work of God and the function of the family is to bring the good news of the gospel to the world. Every family that is no engaging in this mission is a family risking losing all the blessings God intends for it. Worse yet, when the father and mother are not actively doing the work of God, pity the children, because as it was so it is again in this day and age, the children inherit the wrong inheritance. But praise God who has given you all the blessing and the privilege to see and to hear what God’s plan for us is, and to fulfill it at whatever cost is needed. 

One question still remains? How do men and women become part of God’s new family? Let us read verses 12-13. “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.” Praise God. Praise God that all people, any kind of people, any kind of sinner, any wayward person, any clean or unclean person, any sinner or righteous person, good or evil, big or small, rich or poor, and so on— any one can become a part of God’s family. But only in God’s way. What is God’s way and the portal to enter into God’s family? As Jesus tells us it is a gift of God. We must receive Jesus into our hearts. We must believe in him and believe his words to us. We must make him our father and let him sit on the throne of our hearts and let him rule our lives and the lives of our children. This kind of blessing to be a child of God cannot be given to you and me except by God himself. So, we must receive Jesus today and every day, and ask God to bring us in to his family. We must be humble enough to ask him to teach us the way God wants us to live and the way to raise our children in the good and righteous and blessed inheritance. May God give you insight today to come to Jesus and to be for him the family you were called to be. And after that, may his blessings pour out on your family and your children and on your sheep and eventually on the whole world. May your family serve the Lord well in this day and age. Amen. 
