PAGE  
2

That Life Was The Light Of Men

John 1:1-5
Key Verse 1:4

“In him was life, and that life was the light of men.”  


Praise God who has blessed us with his Words of life to shine upon our hearts and to lead us out of darkness into the light of his Truth. The life God has given us to live is not easy and the road upon which we must travel is not always bright. But as long as we have his words to live by, life is sweet and the road always leads to blessing upon blessing. As we read the introduction to this gospel, that is the first 18 verses of this chapter, we encounter many extraordinary verses. They are simple verses. At the same time, even the simplest of these verses is not so easy to understand. Surely, then, the author intended that we not simply read them, but instead study them so that we might gain a deeper insight into the wonderful teachings given us to learn. What then did the author intend for us to learn from these introductory verses? Actually, too many things. But most likely, he wants to impress upon our hearts the Person of Jesus— that is, who exactly Jesus is. And after that, he wants to also impress upon our hearts what the purpose of Jesus’ coming to this world is. To begin with, and from the author’s point of view, it is imperative that we understand from the start that Jesus is God himself. Why is this one of the most important teachings of Scripture? Because Jesus himself made it very clear that knowing him is “life” and not knowing him is “death”. Towards the end of his life on earth, Jesus defined eternal life in terms of knowing God and knowing him as the Christ. (John 17:3) And that’s very true. Anyone who comes to know Jesus as the Christ gains eternal life. 


Now the author John also intended to impress upon our hearts another imperative teaching—the purpose of Jesus’ coming to this world. All four gospels answer this question in detail, stating the purpose of Jesus’ coming in more ways than we can count. For example, Jesus came “to seek and to save what was lost”. He came to fulfill the requirements of the law. The list is endless. But graciously, the author of this gospel teaches us a unique purpose in Jesus’ coming to this world. From the start, according to verses 4 and 5, John first tells us that in Jesus was life, meaning that life— all life— comes from him. But the teaching does not stop there. It uniquely declares the purpose of Jesus’ coming. The words “that life was the light of men” expressly teaches us that Jesus— who is Life Itself—  was to also be the light of men. What does this mean? It simply means that the purpose of Jesus’ coming was to be for us a light that shines in the darkness in order to show us the way. And from that we conclude that “the way” he is talking about is the way to God, to God’s kingdom as well as to eternal life. 


Verse 5, however, makes a very disturbing proclamation. Look at verse 5. “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it”. This proclamation sheds light on many things that are otherwise hard for human beings to understand. For example, the world’s unreasonable rejection of the Messiah who came to save the world. It is unreasonable that the world would react so violently towards its Creator and flatly reject him as its savior. Yet, the author John makes this statement from the start: that the very Light who came to show the world the way back to God was rejected. This rejection has caused the already dark world to plunge into yet deeper darkness that the darkness. The rejection caused the whole world to commit the greatest crime against God and his Son, by rejecting the Creator and rejecting the Creator’s effort to bring a dark world back to the light. These declarations then, are the heart of John’s teaching in this introductory passage. For this reason we need to carefully look at what he says so that we may find our sins and repent of them. More than that, that we may also grow in understanding of who Jesus is and what he has come to do. God gives us his teaching not so that we might simply grow in knowledge but that we might grow in humility and in faith, and by doing so, to grow closer to God as well, and be the faithful servants he has called us to be. 


Read verse 4. “In him was life, and that life was the light of men”. We studied what this declaration means in the last lesson. Mostly that Jesus is the author and giver of life. That Jesus is also the owner of life. As the owner of life, we understand that life belongs to him and must therefore be returned to him. How do we return life to him? We return life to him when we come to understand from our hearts that “the life I have is best lived when it is offered to him who gave it in the first place”. There was a man called Abram. From what we know of him, he was a good man living a good life in an ancient but civilized society. But his life was going to be forgotten as soon as it ended. And there was a good chance that his life was going to end very soon since he was a very old man in his mid seventies. If he were to hold on to his life as all men are likely to do, his life would have soon been forgotten, and even his name blotted out of history. We can imagine the countless people in his situation whom history has long forgotten and discarded as just another useless and pointless life in the sea of lives. But God visited him one day and offered Abram a blessing of a huge magnitude. God asked that Abram give back his life to God. What God meant was for Abram to surrender his life to the care and guidance of God. And Abram agreed. Rather than go on living the pointless empty life he was living, he decided to give his life to God to show him another way— the godly way. When he did, God then instructed him what to do. His story and what God instructed him to do are written in the book of Genesis for the generations after him to learn from. Abram’s life was never the same since the moment he gave it back to God. He became a man of unequalled history. His story is a good example of what it means to give life back to the giver of life. When we do, our lives are no longer pointless, aimless, useless and tragic. Our lives, in the hands of the Author of life, are shaped into something pointful, meaningful, useful and blessed. 


When we come to understand and believe that “in him was life”, we also come to understand that the wisest decision of life we can make is to give our lives back to God so that he may use them in building up and rebuilding his kingdom. There are many Christians in today’s world who have no idea of what it means to give their life back to the Maker and Giver of life. They think that if they pronounce the name of God every so often and visit a church or two here and there, they have given their lives back to God. But it is not that simple. Jesus teaches us that unless we deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow him, we are only deceiving ourselves into believing that our lives are given to God. For this reason every one of us must be sure that give his or her life back to God practically, seriously, wholeheartedly from the heart and be ready to let this life honor and serve the Savior who gave his life to save ours from the hopelessness of a life without Christ. 


The words “In him was life” are a challenge that either makes a man or woman of God or forever delegates them to anonymity as a human being. But God did not leave us to offer our lives back without explanation of why we must do so. Look at verses 4 and 5. “In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness but the darkness has not understood it”. We need no special reason to surrender life to God, that is, to surrender that which belongs to God back to God. We must do it joyfully, willingly and graciously. But the author John tells us practically why we must do so. He teaches us a truth most people are unwilling to accept. He teaches us that the life we are given to live is born in darkness, and grows within the darkness and in the end, is also extinguished in the darkness. For this reason, we must offer life back to God so that we may not live and die in the darkness but walk in the light and find our destination in the light. 


What is the darkness the author is talking about? It is the darkness of sin in which the world is steeped. From the beginning of time, from the moment that Adam and Eve sinned and were cast in to the world, they were cast into the darkness. The darkness is the world without God— without the blessing of God— without the guidance of God— without the help of God. No one is born in the light. In reality, we are born and are raised in the world’s darkness. From the beginning of life, human beings begin to live in sin and continue living in sin and they die in their sins. In this darkness they also have no idea about the consequences of living in the darkness of sin. They also have no idea what heritage they are passing on to their children. 


In this situation, what did God do for men? God loved us so much, that he sent his Son to this world for a good and great purpose. He sent him to be a light that shines in the darkness. How did Jesus shine his light into our darkened world? Jesus did so in many ways. 

First, Jesus lived by faith. It means that Jesus shined the brightest light into this world’s darkness when he decided not to live by human emotion nor by human reason but by faith in God. From the beginning of his life, Jesus chose to deny his human emotions and reasoning and to instead live instead a life of faith before God. In the dark generation in which he was born and raised, when only few men lived by faith in God, Jesus also decided to live  by faith in God. He decided to trust God with his life. He decided to dedicate his life to God. Jesus did so because he also trusted absolutely in God’s sovereignty. Most people, including Christians, live by their feelings and emotions and human thinking. They make decisions based on the way they feel or think. When they are tired they do what tired people do. When they are angry they do what angry people do. But Jesus refused to follow the ways of the heart. He knew that the heart and mind can be so deceptive especially when it comes to the things of God. Once Jesus was anguishing over the suffering he was about to undergo. So he shared his struggle with his disciples. He was not fishing for some sympathy as most people do when they discuss their problems with others. He was not fishing for comfort. He was fishing for a brave heart to encourage him to do what is right before God. But there was no brave heart around. There were only a few disciples who were still steeped in the ways of the world. One of them, Peter, took him aside and rebuked him for talking too much about suffering. He encouraged him to find another way than the way of suffering. Jesus was taken off guard. He had to fight the temptation. So he rebuked Peter showing him that the ways of God are not the ways of men. How great Jesus was to decide to live by faith when the whole world, even his disciples were still poisoned by the world’s darkness. 

One time when Jesus was teaching Bible to a crowd of people, his family came by to spend time with him. Jesus was tired and needed some love and affection. He should have taken a break from Bible study and tended to his family and let them tend to him. But rather, Jesus had to live by faith. To live by faith, he had to help his disciples and all people know what the priorities of life were in God. So he made a glorious declaration teaching that the true family does not depend on blood but on the word of God, that the family he was seeking was the family of those who love God and obey his words. Perhaps his family was annoyed at what he said. But Surely God was pleased since it was Jesus’ decision to live by faith rather than by human standards and customs. We too need to distinguish what is darkness and what is light. Sometimes, even the most innocent of Christians mistake darkness for light. We must remember that in the end, the true light is the light that honors faith above all things. We must learn to distinguish light from darkness while we are young so that we may not stumble when we are old. 

Second, Jesus lived by mission. It means that Jesus shined the brightest light into this world’s darkness when he decided not to live for mission rather than for his own purpose. How great is our Lord Jesus who lived to serve God rather than himself. This world is dark, too dark for most people to realize the intensity of this darkness. For this reason most people live by the standards of this world, walking in the ways of the world and serving the world’s purpose. But our Lord Jesus decided from the start to live for God’s mission. He was a young man. But he offered his youth to serve God. In order to serve God he had to deny his own desires and give up his own plans. From early morning, the work of God was on his heart. When mission was on his heart, he never saw others are intruders into his privacy, but saw them as God’s lost people who needed a break from the harsh world. So, he taught them the Bible. In the end his greatest mission was to give up his life on the cross for the sins of the world. So he served God rather than himself even in death, giving his life for others for the glory of God. Finally when it was time to leave this world and to ascend to heaven, Jesus also passed on to his disciples the greatest light that shines on men and women. He passed on to them the light of following up the life of mission he began, which is to serve the people with the word of God. Jesus shined his light on them by delegating to them the one to one battle they were to carry out during their lives. He said to them, “feed my sheep”. In the dark world people only feed themselves and their loved ones. But Jesus taught us to break loose from the darkness of this world and step into the light of mission, by feeding his flock the word of God. May God shine his great light into our hearts day after day until we are the best Bible teachers the world has seen. 


Indeed, the light that Jesus came to shine on us, is great. It is vast. It is glorious. It would take books to describe the light in which the Lord came to shine into our hearts. But we must limit to a few. Once a woman was caught in the act of adultery. They dragged her to Jesus early in the morning and were waiting for Jesus to condemn her. But rather than condemning her, Jesus set her free from the darkness, and gave her life back to her. She thought that her condemners were standing around her pointing fingers at her. But Jesus taught her that she herself had been her worse condemner. He taught her that not even God condemns her if she were truly repentant. On that day, Jesus also taught those who had come to condemn her that they too were living in a deep and thick darkness— the darkness of self righteousness. If they continue to live in that darkness they would die in their sins. This teaching is one of the most influential teachings in our Christian lives. Most people are their worst condemners. Even among Christians self condemnation is a big problem that keeps the heart away from God and his grace. On the other hand, most people are also terribly self righteous. In their self righteousness, they are so far away from God and his grace. May God who loves us deliver us from self condemnation and from self righteousness, and bring us into the light of Jesus. When we live in that light, we are truly free to serve God and to fulfill his purpose in our lives. 

The author John tells us that when the light came, the darkness did not understand it. This tells us of the power of sin that acts in such a way to make the light seem strange to us. It acts in such a way as to make the light seem as darkness. For this reason many people, when they study the Bible, and come across a difficult teaching or a hard to accept teaching, find it strange. Rather than trying to discipline their lives to the teaching, they run away from the truth. In these last days, the deception of sin and darkness is so powerful that many people, even good Christians have fallen away to it. So we must check our own hearts and let the word of God shine light upon them, until the darkness is exposed and cast out by the power of the Holy Spirit. I say this because we have been chosen to be exemplary, to live a life that influences this generation, to draw others, especially the young ones into the body of Christ. But we cannot do so if we are sympathetic towards the darkness and confused by the light. No one should be confused by the light. The light of God’s word must be the beacon that we follow, the light that shines in our path, and the treasure we hold onto which leads us to God and to his kingdom. And we must hold on to the light as to dear life. Later in life, when the author John fully understood the glory of the light and the deceitful nature of the darkness said: “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. (1 John 2:15-17)


Jesus came to this world to shine light upon our darkness. Each person is born and raised in darkness until the day he or she meets the Savior personally. Even after we meet the Lord personally, the darkness of the world is too thick to break loose from. The world is too vast a place for the darkness to hide and to deceive even the most noble of Christians. Sin is too deceitful to overcome completely. However, Jesus came to shine his light into this darkness in order to expose it that we may flee from it and hold on to the light of Jesus. So our prayer this time should be not to be deceived by the darkness but to be caught up in the light of Jesus and his life-giving words. Amen. 
