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The Gospel Of Jesus’ Death
John 19:16b-42

Key Verse 19:30
“When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’ With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” 

All of last week we studied a corps of sins that impact human life devastatingly. We examined how such things as greed and envy rot the very bones of men paralyzing the very things in our lives originally created to honor and glorify God. Gluttony attacks the heart of what man is all about and reduces him to the level of an animal. Then there is sloth or laze— the very enemy of what we know to be God’s desire for man to work hard in life and to avoid the sinful pleasure. Lust is a hunger so base that it takes a noble human being and changes him into a vile predator at heart. A predator that hunts with his eyes and goes where no child of God should ever go. Then there is anger, a weapon so powerful and dangerous since it can be drawn anytime anywhere and aimed at victims not even at a moment’s notice. Anger has ruined the most precious and beautiful of relationships in our lives. And it takes only seconds to build up the weapon that is responsible for so many of the world’s disasters— and all while Satan laughs at our weaknesses. But the mother of all sins is none other than pride. At the root of all the things we do in life, the things we are ashamed of doing, and those things that stand in our way to God and to holiness is pride. And the most unreasonable of sins we commit in life is the sin of pride. We can explain every missed opportunity, every unfortunate event, every unnecessary behavior, every stumbling block in the way of life and of holiness to pride. There is no need to study nor to examine pride. We only need to take a step back and observe some details of the day, any day, to realize that at the root of every disaster in our lives, at the root of every success or failure, is pride. Pride is what God sent his Son to die for in our place. God sent Jesus to die for our sins, but of al these sins, Jesus suffered the most because of our pride. It is for pride that he died on the cross. And through all this men have the gall to defend and to argue for their sins. When we look at the cross with the eyes of our heart, it would be good to tremble at what the Son of God our Savior was about to die for— our pride, the pride which has kept so many souls out of heaven. 
Therefore, it is only proper to look at the gospel again and again, in the hopes that one day we might actually be sincerely touched by what the Savior had done in order to free us from the vilest sin of all sins— that sin which to the very last moment will stand up to defy God and His Son even while we are watching the essence of humility being crucified. If we are to fight against the pride which rots our souls, we then must make friends with its enemy— humility. And where can we learn it from except in and through Jesus the Son? May God truly humble us, until we can genuinely crucify our pride right there at the foot of the cross. Amen. 
It was a promise that God made at the beginning of time. Adam and Eve had sinned. And when they had finally understood the enormity of their sin, and when they had been utterly ridden with an interminable sense of hopelessness, it was then that God washed their hearts with a ray of future hope. God made them a promise that the day would come when a Savior would be sent to redeem them from sin and re-admit them to salvation. And these were the words of the promise: “…I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." [Genesis 3:15] And they carried this promise with them throughout the generations until the day of the fulfillment came to be. When the three plus years of earthly ministry were completed, Jesus was now about to fulfill the final stages of God’s promise of salvation. The night before this was to happen, he was arrested and taken for trial. John who recorded these details as part of the gospel story made sure that all history hears these words Jesus spoke at his trial. “For this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." With this challenge that cuts to our hearts Jesus prepared himself to be sacrificed for our salvation. 
Right after the kangaroo court and trial, begins the most beautiful story ever told. It is the story of the God-Man quietly laying down his life on the cross to save us— the helpless human race. It is a painful story because it tells of Innocent Jesus’ death on a cross. Yet it was a death that did not end in tragedy but in the joy of victory. On that day on which Jesus surrendered his life— not to evil men— but to God’s Will, it was when He ended up conquering death and the power of sin which so far held us captive in chains of darkness. At that blessed time all who decided to believe were also freed from those dungeons of sin and of death. To the many skeptics in this world, the concept of the human soul being held captive in dungeons of sin and darkness is ludicrous. But it only takes an honest heart and an aching soul to acknowledge that the darkness of the soul is not a myth but a reality men live in and through every day of their lives. It does not take more than simple honesty to admit that man is more than a body, that he is a soul, and that if there is a soul, then there is a God, and if there is a God, there is also a judgment day. Truly, then, Jesus was to die that we may be set from that awful judgment of the soul held in dungeons of darkness. So we need to consider why Jesus had to die a cruel death! What elements of sin in human life did Jesus conquer in His death! Let us behold the King of our salvation, crucified on the cross, and if anything— let us repent of our pride! 
Look at verse 16. Pilate finally handed Jesus over to be crucified. Jesus remained silent at his death sentence. He offered no resistance. Centuries ago, Isaiah the prophet foresaw Jesus’ silent suffering and he praised Jesus saying, “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.” (Is.53:7) The soldiers were also played a part in Jesus’ suffering. They multiplied it. They put a cross on his bruised shoulder and pushed him to walk. But it was not short walk. It was a terrible walk uphill to the place called Golgotha. (16b-18) They bound him to the cross. Then they drove nails through his hands and feet. They lifted up the cross where they left him to suffer for many hours in terrible pain until he died. Jesus was the gentlest and kindest Man who had ever lived. He did not deserve to die in this way! But they did this to him. God tells us why in Isaiah’s prophesy. God tells us that Jesus “Surely … took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows— he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.” (Is.53:4,5) Jesus’ death was no mistake. It was no tragedy. It was a most meaningful event and death in all of history. It was a death that gave birth to life— life everlasting.  
First, Jesus was crucified to carry our shame. Look at verse 18. “Here they crucified him...” Jesus was crucified in shame, for the cross was a symbol of shame. Why did Jesus have to suffer such unbearable shame? It was to bear the shame of our sins in our place. Our sins are shameful. Our sinful acts are shameful, even disgusting. Most people sin and think nothing of it. At the same time, they don’t want anyone to know what shame they commit in privacy. Most people are too ashamed to talk about their sins. If their consciences are still functional, many even hate the shameful thoughts that pass through their hearts and minds. And those who carry out these shameful acts do their best to wipe out the shameful memory, drowning themselves with sinful distractions. On the other hand, there are those who feel no shame because of a dead conscience. They even boast about the shameful things that they do. But with or without a conscience, the truth is that there is not one human being who is able to bear his or her own shame. 
Shame is a horrible thing. But whether we feel ashamed of our sinful thoughts and actions or not, one day, every human being would have to bear the shame of all his or her sinful acts. That day is the judgment day. The day is coming when every human being will have to stand before the throne of God in the court of heaven to be judged for his or her shameful acts. On that day everything we have done during our lives will be exposed. Our lives will be recounted moment by moment exposing our deepest shame. On that woeful day even the thoughts of our hearts will be retold before the court of heaven and before the multitudes of souls awaiting their judgment. Who will stop the panorama of shameful events that spills out our lives leaving nothing unsaid, nothing uncovered? Who will save us on that day? Who will plead our case? Woe to them who are not found in Christ on that day. For this reason our precious Jesus bore our shame to the cross. He felt and experienced the shame that we deserve. He did it so that all those who put their faith in him may be delivered from shame and be delivered on that day. Jesus was shamed on the cross, that we may be spared the shame of our sin and escape the horrible destiny awaiting those who are not found in Christ. Praise Jesus! Praise Jesus who decided to carry my shame and your shame to the cross! 
Look at this scene of human decadence at the foot of the cross! Read verses 23-24. Soldiers are supposed to be spirited and noble creatures. But these were cruel and heartless. They shamelessly divided Jesus’ clothes into four shares, one for each of them. The precious Savior of all men was suffering and in torment. But Jesus did not mind it, if only he may lay down his life for them. But they didn’t care about the beautiful gospel story. They were only concerned with some small material gain. This was a great shame. It is a great shame to be indifferent toward the suffering of others and to gain some benefit at the expense of their pain and sorrow. This is not only the story of these soldiers at the cross, but the story of many human beings who fight to gain something in this world ignoring the sacrifice of the Son of God who hung on the cross to save shameless sinners like they! It is indeed a shame for a human being created with divine qualities to become hardened and heartless in a dog-eat-dog world. We have to think about this carefully. As Jesus suffered on the cross for us, do we only care about small benefits? How can it be that Jesus was dying on the cross for their sake, and they were heartlessly dividing up his garments! This is a great shame! Surely Jesus did not deserve this! Luke 23:34 tells us what was on Jesus’ heart at this heart-breaking moment: “Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.” Praise be to Jesus!

Second, on the cross, Jesus carried our sorrows. Read verses 25-27. “When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, ‘Dear woman, here is your son,’ and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’” Jesus was suffering on the cross, but he was not thinking about himself. Instead, he was thinking of his mother and his beloved disciple. In fact, Jesus was thinking about all of us. Specifically he was thinking about our human sorrows. Jesus knew that his crucifixion was tearing his mother’s heart apart, plunging her into unmitigated sorrow. Jesus deeply understood her broken heart as a mother watching her son suffer. And from the cross of his suffering he cared for her. Jesus carried her sorrow. Spiritually speaking, Jesus graciously healed her wounded heart and comforted her in the loss of her Son until the peace of God settled in her heart- until new strength arose in her, strength to serve the life of faith and mission to which God had called her. 
But this is not just a story about Jesus and his mother; it is our story as well! Every human being is born in sorrow and raised in sorrow because we are destined to live in this sorrowful world marred by sin and manipulated by Satan. Every one of us human beings cries about something. Every human being is unhappy about something in his or her life. We are all so familiar with sorrow. Some sorrow and cry because of a broken family. They are missing love and suffering tremendously for lack of love and security. For some it is painful even to live. Indeed, every one of us has a sorrow. And everyone’s sorrow is more than one can bear! And our sorrows become for us the spiritual diseases that plague our lives and eat our souls inside out. Even though many laugh, they are really crying on the inside. It is so hard to bear one’s sorrow. 
For this reason, like a compassionate Father, Jesus carried all our human sorrows to the cross. He wanted to carry them in his heart so that we would not have to carry them any longer, for he could not bear to see us suffer in sorrow all our lives. But it was not easy for Jesus to do so. Jesus had to take our sorrows to the cross, crucifying them, in order to restore joy into our hearts shriveled by sorrow. Indeed, when we had no one to understand our deepest sorrow; when we had no one who could see the pain in our hearts; when no one could share it, our Friend Lord Jesus did. This is a great mystery; but on that day of his sorrow, somehow, Jesus took with him to the cross all our sorrow. And he bids us come to him in faith and behold him on the cross in pain— to take away our pain, behold his sorrow— to take away our sorrow. Why? This is a mystery, but indeed, one look at this crucified Shepherd and Friend who loves us so, one look at him who poured out his life for us his friends, is enough to take away the greatest sorrow of our hearts. In Jesus, therefore, there is no more sorrow. This is God’s promise, to us who believe. Take your sorrow to the foot of the cross today by faith and experience the never ending floods of joy in Jesus, the joy of a new life in Jesus. 

Third, on the cross, Jesus took our sins away. Read verse 30. “When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’ With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” Sin is the spiritual disease of the soul. It also has power in our lives. Why do we do things we really don’t want to do; have thoughts we don’t want to have; feelings we are disgusted with? Why are some unable to pick up the Bible and read; why are they unable to pray? Because of the power of sin. Because they are under the power of sin. Sin has power over human life, and with such force, it will pull us down with it until we become its slaves. Even now, some people’s hearts and minds are akin to Hades, because of the power of sin which controls their every thought and every step, day after day. Sin also plagues people’s lives with shame and guilt and fears that haunt them until they despair. It is sin then, living in hearts that destroys the very fiber of life. At the same time, sin demands a price. And no matter how much we go to church, or act religious, it does not pay for our sins. Not one of our sins, even the smallest can go unpunished. 
But praise be to God for he has sent us Jesus the Savior. To those who grieve for their sins and are earnestly penitent, God sent Jesus to the cross to carry their sins, to be punished in their place. On the cross, God lay on Jesus our sins. It was agony! But Jesus gladly did it for his Father and for his children. Jesus came to fulfill this mission— to deliver us from the power of sin. Jesus’ words, “it is finished” are Jesus’ declaration that it is over- it has been solved— the remedy has been found— shout it loud! Sin has been conquered! How beautiful is this friend Jesus. “What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear.” Jesus did it for us. He did it that we may believe, and be saved from sin to eternal life. All you who bear sin in your lives, humble yourselves, come to the cross of Jesus, lay down your sins at the foot of the cross so that you may be forgiven and freed from the power of sin— freed to live for the glory of God, to live a life of faith and mission. 

Indeed, Jesus was crucified and died to change our lives. Jesus’ death is the most meaningful death in all of human history. Commonly, death is meaningless and the cause of endless sorrow and despair. But Jesus’ death changed the face of death and robbed it of its horrid character. Jesus’ death changes lives and continues to change lives to this very day. Jesus’ death became the power source for all human beings who are tired of living in sin — to come out of their old and ugly selves and into a new self recreated in the image of God. In verses 38-42 we read the story of two men whose lives were changed by the power of Jesus’ cross; Joseph and Nicodemus! There are those who want to change. They don’t like the way they are. They hate their sins. They loathe their shameful acts and frustrating sorrows. They suffer much under the power of sin. What should they do? They should simply and humbly come to Jesus. From the cross of Jesus, power to change lives emanates. From the heart of this precious Jesus pours out all the love needed to heal wounded hearts and to mend wretched lives. And from the hill of Calvary, love still pours out to all who come to him by faith. In the cross there is power to change the whole world, how much more a poor lonely soul! God loves that soul. Yes! There is power in the cross of Jesus to forgive, to heal, to restore and to change anyone. If we come to Jesus, Jesus is ready to make us new people. This is the promise of God to all who believe. Let’s believe and be touched and changed by the power of the cross. 
