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JESUS’ ARREST AND TRIAL

John 18:1-19:16a

Key Verse 18:37b
“Jesus answered, ‘You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this reason I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of the truth listens to me.’” 

This point on in the gospel of John begins the last phase of Jesus’ life and ministry. The climax of all physical and spiritual history together. That which the Bible refers to as ‘the gospel’. That which all of human and divine history centers around since the beginning of time till the end of it. One event to overshadow all other events in the span of history. That which was promised from time immemorial finally comes to pass. The Savior of mankind finishes his ministry with a final event that became the very hope we all live by and live for as well. It was what Jesus had come to do. He had come to give his life in exchange for ours. And he would do so by surrendering himself first to the will of God, as well as by surrendering himself to those who would indirectly and unintentionally fulfill the will of God. The time had come for the event to take place, Jesus’ arrest, His suffering at the hands of his accusers, his death and finally his resurrection and ascension into heaven. I believe that few are those who have not heard this story, whether they had lived in earlier generations or in more recent generations. But regardless of how often or how well any man or woman are familiar with the gospel story, we cannot deny its power and impact on our own lives as well as on the lives of those who hear it. And not everyone who hears it believes it. And not everyone who believes it is empowered by it. So it is our duty and mission to repeat it as long as we have breath. 
So we begin a hard look at the events of the gospel, from a unique perspective. The perspective of one who had been intimate with Jesus. Not that other disciples did not see nor hear what John saw and heard. But John alone offered us a window to see beyond the practical details of the gospel story. John wrote what he saw and heard not only with his physical eyes and ears, but also what he saw and heard with his spiritual eyes and ears. Let’s look then on the general scene encompassing the first event of the gospel— which is Jesus’ trial. And let’s do so with an effort to see and hear what John saw and heard. And what he saw and heard especially changed his whole understanding about such things as “courage” and “truth” and “sacrifice” and “friendship” and such. Jesus, through the eyes of John was not only the true Savior of mankind and of John himself, he was also a defender of the truth. He was one who stood by the truth, and gave his life defending it. In later letters to the churches, John himself showed a fierce loyalty to the truth, writing about it with passion, and hoping to plant the seeds of truth in the hearts of all who belong to Jesus. Without doubt, he was deeply influenced by what he wrote about right here in the gospel. We would do well to listen to the story from the lips of John and take to heart the teachings he so passionately wrote about in his account of the gospel.  
The whole chapter 17 of this gospel reflected and recorded Jesus’ prayer. Simply speaking, Jesus spent his last hours at the last supper and in the Garden in prayer. And we talked at length about His divine prayer. Simply, we can say that Jesus launched the gospel events with intimate prayer and communion with his Father God. And God filled his heart with love— the most powerful of spiritual virtues. And it was not just any kind of love. It was a love that transcended human capabilities. Simply, he prayed, and through prayer, he also loved. And his love extended to his enemies— to those who were about to capture him and kill him. Who in all of history, whether prophet or ordinary man has ever been able to achieve such remarkable love! No one but Jesus. He alone was able to reflect all that God intended to show us of himself, especially divine love. Jesus prayed, and loved. Jesus prayed, and God also gave him the confidence he needed to carry out his mission all the way to the terrible cruel cross. This is a great revelation to us as well— the fact that Jesus gained his confidence not because he was equipped with it from the start but that he gained it as a result of prayer. Prayer crowned him with all that no man can do on his own but can do when God is with him. His mission was beyond human ability to endure. His suffering was to be unbearable. But then again, Jesus prayed. And then again God helped him to gain the courage and the grace to bear it all. As we all know, Jesus had to suffer, there was no way around it. And the reason has been evident from the beginning of time. Jesus had to suffer for our sins. The world jokes about sin in an effort to lighten it as if it were some kind of minor mischief. But the truth is that sin drove God to sacrifice his Son in an effort to save us from sin’s consequences. For this reason, we must view all that Jesus had done for us with a sense of awe and in deep gratitude, since Jesus had to die for none other than to save us from sin. 

In these last gospel events, the question of truth arises as well. Jesus stood on trial for the truth. Throughout the trial we see that Jesus made no effort to defend himself. He clearly defended only the truth. Through that, we can be sure that the Savior also called every one who calls himself or herself a Christian to stand on the side of the truth and to defend it to the end. And the one who stood opposed to the truth was Pilate the Roman governor. He was the one who was supposed to support the truth. Yet, we see that he compromised the truth— all in an effort to save himself. It is ridiculous to compare Jesus with Pilate, but we must since it was John’s intention to do so. We see two men, one Pilate— hardly a man, and the other Jesus— larger than a man, and when we compare them we see what it takes to uphold the truth and what it takes to compromise it. It is truly a pity to see that most people in the world are like Pilate— a man who compromised the truth in order to save his own skin. Yet it is a wonder and a comfort to see Jesus who upheld the truth in order to save sinners like us. In this event which John records for us to witness, it would be good to learn what kind of influence and consequences we reap when we stand on the truth and when we compromise it. 
Look at verses 1-9. Jesus finished praying in the upper room at the last supper and after that he went to the famed Garden of Gethsemane. In that garden, Jesus once again poured out his heart to God in prayer. He did so all night. And he did so in order to receive the necessary will to suffer in obedience to the will of God. (Lk.22:39-46) And we have a great contrast right here. On one side Jesus was praying. And on the other side, look at the mob arriving to arrest Jesus. They were carrying weapons to arrest Jesus and his disciples. After prayer, look at what kind of calm descended upon our beloved Savior. He was truly the image of calmness. He seems to have an absolute control over this terrible situation. So he stood before those who came to arrest him with the majesty of a Prince. Jesus did not resist those who came for him. He surrendered himself to them. But we have to try and understand why Jesus, innocent as he was, was not fighting for his innocence, nor for his human rights! And the answer though not very easy to accept, is understandable to us. Jesus had prayed. As simple as that. And through prayer, it was clear that he had made up his mind to obey the will of God— in other words, to sacrifice himself. This is also what makes a great spiritual leader, from Jesus to every one who had followed in Jesus’ footsteps. A true leader always sacrifices himself in an effort to save others. That’s exactly what Jesus was doing. Sacrificing himself for the sake of us all. And to do so, he was not interested in defending himself nor fighting for his own rights, as most lowly men are in the habit of doing.  

After looking at the face of glorious self sacrifice in Jesus, it is hard to look at what lurks in the hearts of most men. Take a look at Peter, a loyal and fierce friend of Jesus. But at this point in his life, he was not spiritual at all in his thinking nor in his behavior. And it was mostly so because he was not praying when he should have been praying. At first when Peter saw that Jesus was in control of the situation, he seemed to gain some courage and decided to fight off those who came for Jesus with the sword! After all these years with Jesus he should have known better not to have anything to do with the sword nor with violence. But he didn’t, and as we said, that is also easy to see why. He had not prayed as he should. And when we do not pray as we should, then we have all kinds of emotions rising up in our hearts to do what must not be done. Emotions are usually very powerful in the hearts of all men and women. And there seems to be no cure for them. The only cure is prayer. Only God can subdue the emotions that rise up in the heart. Peter knew better. He knew Jesus well enough. He knew how often Jesus taught him to live by faith; to act by faith; to uphold faith over and above emotion. And he knew better that emotion must be subdued with prayer. But since he did not pray, all this lost as he himself was lost in emotion. So Jesus rebuked him. He needed to repent of fighting against the will of God in his life no matter how painful the will of God may be. (11-12) 

After the arrest Jesus was brought to trial. The religious authorities trying him were wicked men disguised in priests’ clothing. When he was questioned, Jesus simply answered, “I have spoken openly to the world. I always taught in the synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.” (20,21) Jesus openly taught the truth of God in order to lead all men to God. Jesus taught beautiful things about faith and love and hope and the way of salvation. He opened people’s eyes to see a world beyond this dying world- the kingdom of God, and to experience life everlasting. His teaching was so precious that people’s lives were never the same after they heard it. Their lives were changed. Indeed, no one need ask Jesus about his teaching. Only behold the multitude of changed lives that have been touched and mended by Jesus and his gospel. They are a living testimony to Jesus’ glory. But the religious leaders were not interested in the gospel truth that blessed people’s lives. They were only interested in their religious system; the deteriorating system which enslaved people to tradition and kept them far away from the word of God. When they heard the gospel truth from Jesus, they proceeded to silence it. Why? Because the gospel of Jesus exposed their hypocritical and godless lives and it also threatened their religious system. They professed God but they were far from God. Jesus’ trial before the Sanhedrin lasted all night. Fraudulently, they found Jesus guilty and sent him to the Roman governor for execution. We remember the words of John 1:5, “The Light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” 
Look at verses 29-32. Pilate was so unhappy that the Jews had brought Jesus to him. But when they pressured him, he began to question Jesus. We can call this interrogation, “truth on trial,” for Jesus is the truth. (14:6) Pilate was a governor, supposedly a defender of the innocent. At the same time, he wanted to gain political support from the Jews. He had respect for the truth, but at the same time, he was ready to shuffle the truth for his own benefit. It was a battle of truth versus man’s selfish desire. It was one man’s battle, but in fact, Pilate’s battle is every man’s battle. Every human being must at one time during his life face Jesus, the truth, and deal with Jesus in his or her life. How you deal with Jesus determines your future destiny. Let’s see how Pilate dealt with the truth. 
Look at verses 33-40. Pilate had a charge to deal with; that Jesus declared to be “the king of the Jews.” Spiritually speaking it meant that he is the Savior— a personal conviction! But to Pilate, it must have appeared as a political threat. So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus then began to teach Pilate a most fundamental spiritual truth. Read verse 36. “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” Jesus graciously explained to Pilate the nature of his kingdom and kingship. Their character is not worldly but spiritual. Jesus implied that in earthly kingdoms men fight and kill to gain control. But in Jesus’ spiritual kingdom, there is no need for any human struggle. Jesus came to call people out of their earthly kingdoms of meaningless struggle for power, and into the spiritual kingdom of God where there is no more struggle. In Jesus’ kingdom hearts are filled to overflowing with love and peace. This King of the glorious kingdom of God now stood before Pilate. 
How did Pilate respond to Jesus’ teaching? “You are a King then?” said Pilate. Read verse 37b. “Jesus answered, ‘You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” Jesus began to teach Pilate that as a king, he is different from the kings of the world. Jesus does not rule with oppression. Instead he rules with truth. He wanted Pilate to learn this truth and stand on it. What then is the truth? We have said it a million times that in this world the worldly definition for truth is no truth at all. It is corrupted. Jesus and Jesus’ word alone are truth. Jesus came to this world to testify to the truth, that is, to the word of God in the Bible. He came to testify that men must be ruled by the word of God. People are born to this world- to a world of human emotions and physical thoughts that rule their lives from day one. They live by the sinful nature. Because of this, oppression and human struggles arise boundlessly. Men have lived enough without the truth of God, being manipulated by their sinful nature. They must now realize that they are a creation of God, created to live by the truth of God, and to be ruled by it. Jesus came to be our King. Jesus came to conquer our hearts and minds with this truth- with the word of God. He came to teach us the Bible until the word of truth gives us life and prepares us to live in his everlasting kingdom of God. 
In reality everyone wants to discover the truth and be ruled by it. Matthew the tax collector lived with the lie that money is happiness. He was ruled by money. He knew that he had to give to God, but he only spent it on his pleasure. No one liked Matthew and Matthew didn’t like himself either. But one day, Jesus came to him and said, “Follow me.” (Mtt.2:14) This word was the truth of God to Matthew that he must “follow God not money.” When this word of truth came to his heart, Matthew was restored from a selfish monster to a beautiful man of God. There was a lady in John chapter 4 who lived with a lie that “men are the answer to woman’s love problem.” She believed that men can fill her heart with love and security. But five men came in and out of her life. Five men used her until she was nothing but a harlot with many emotional scars. Not only was she used by five men, but she also used 5 men to satisfy her desire for sinful pleasure pretending that she was in search of love. But Jesus told her, “I am he.” This word was the word of truth to her that she must “repent and give her heart only to God.” When this sinful woman accepted the word of truth, she was transformed from the harlot that men made her to be, into the beautiful woman that God intended her to be. 

Jesus taught Pilate the truth, the glorious truth that can change his life and transform him from a slave in the kingdom of sin and Satan, to a child of God in the kingdom of God. How did Pilate react? Look at verse 38. He sneered, “What is truth?” Why did he sneer sarcastically? Pilate grew up in a world of compromise. He had compromised the truth many a time in order to secure a position as a Roman governor. His peers commended him for his shrewd and smart compromises. But compromise is the ploy of the devil. So, goaded on by the devil, Pilate became sarcastic about the truth. He even lost his human dignity as a defender of the truth. He desperately needed Jesus to change his life. He needed to stand by the truth and make a leap into the kingdom of God. But instead, in order to maintain his position and reputation in the world, Pilate compromised. Many people are like Pilate. They compromise the truth of Jesus to protect their selfish interests and reputation. Biblically speaking, these people are those who hate God. But when they compromise the truth they are in fact committing mental and spiritual suicide. They are already dead by the standards of the Bible. On the other hand there are those who love the truth. They are those who stand by Jesus anywhere anytime, even at the cost of their lives. 


Look at verses 19:1-16a. Pilate should by virtue rescue Jesus because Jesus is innocent. But Pilate turned away from the truth. Again Pilate tried the way of compromise. He took Jesus and had him flogged. His soldiers made a crown of thorns and put it on Jesus’ head. Blood flowed down from the face of precious Jesus. They clothed him in a purple robe and mocked him. They struck him in his bloody face again and again. Pilate thought that torturing Jesus would appease the Jews to sympathize with suffering Jesus and let him go. Again Pilate failed! As soon as they saw Jesus, the mad crowd shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate was ready to help Jesus as long as Pilate did not lose anything. But when he was about to lose something, (12) Pilate was not ready to defend anyone, not even innocent Jesus. Look at verse 16a. “Finally Pilate handed him over to be crucified.” 
We must not fail to stand on the side of the truth. We must examine our hearts and repent of all the compromises in our Christian lives, for they are the ploy and strong-hold of Satan. Then let us make a decision of faith to stand on the side of the truth. We must make up our minds to stand by Jesus whether at school, or at work, or in the street or anywhere else. As Christians, we must be men and women of truth who stand by Jesus always and at any cost. May God imprint the truth in our hearts that we might defend it in our life and generation. Let us repent of all and any compromise residing in our hearts and defend the truth to the end. Amen. 
