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The Time Has Come
John 17:1-5
Key Verse 17:1b
“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.”
King Solomon said: “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven” (Eccles. 3:1) God in his wisdom has given us a lifetime to live and to do what we have been created to do or to accomplish within this lifetime. Jesus once said: “As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work.” (John 9:4) Jesus was talking here about fulfilling what God had sent him to this world to do. During his short life on earth, Jesus did everything within his power to serve those who suffered under the yoke of their slavery to sin. God had given him this short time to do all that was within his power to alleviate the suffering of people, and to bring to their dying hearts the message of hope; the good news of salvation and of the kingdom of God. It was his time to do so. And now another time had come upon Jesus. It was time for him to fulfill the prophesies written about him from the beginning of time. It was time for him to die. To Jesus who lived within the Sovereign will of God, the time to die had finally come. And horrific as such a time may have been to his gentle and loving heart, Jesus knew that timing in God’s salvation history is everything, and that he should neither avoid nor postpone such a critical time. It was time for him to surrender himself to the authorities knowing full well what would become of him. It was a dark time in history. A time of unequalled hypocrisy in the church and a time of dreadful cruelty of men. But it was the time of God’s will, and Jesus would surrender himself to it. It was time, and all history hung on it. And if Jesus had not been sensitive to God’s time, letting himself be influenced by reason or by emotion, by fear or by anxiety or by doubt, or by any other such hindrances that are in the habit of occupying men’s hearts at critical moments, then all of history would have taken a wrong turn to the worse, plunging us into such utter darkness the world had never seen. But Jesus didn’t flinch from such a time as this. He waited for the time, and he gave himself to God and to men at this time, thus saving the world; all those whose very lives had depended on him keeping this time.

It was time, and it was time for him to die. All his life Jesus had been keeping time. He had been keeping the right time, being sensitive to God’s time at every turn of his life on earth. He was born at the right time in history. It was God’s impeccable time which sent Jesus the Son of God into this world to born of a virgin. Caesar was on the throne then. He was the mightiest man on earth, and had conquered almost the whole world in a spree of violence that left most nations crippled and bleeding. But he unified the world under Roman rule and God found it the right and perfect time to send his Son to such a world. Any other time would have found the Messiah lost in a sea of international chaos. But God chose that time to send his Son and so the Son of God was born right then. Then as he was growing up, time came for Jesus to visit the temple at Jerusalem for the first time in his earthly life. And we know the story where Jesus was left behind at the temple and his parents had to travel back to Jerusalem to fetch him. But it was time for him to show his parents that his life did not belong to them at all, but that it had always belonged to God. It was then that Jesus told them “Why were you searching for me?... Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" (Luke 2:49) They were baffled at his reply but we can imagine that they never questioned the truth that he was God’s Son after all. It was time, and Jesus had been sensitive to God’s time in every way possible. Then the time came for Jesus to reveal himself to the world as the Chosen of God, the Christ. The wedding at Cana had been the first time Jesus was placed in a position where his identity as the Son of God would be revealed. It was sheer wonder that Mary his mother came to him and out of desperation asked him to do something about running out of wine. It was then that Jesus told his mother: "Dear woman, why do you involve me?... My time has not yet come." (John 2:4) Yet, God himself sanctioned Jesus at that time to launch his messianic ministry. He turned the water to wine, and the Bible tells us that his disciples put their faith in him. We are certain that if Jesus had done anything like this any earlier or any later, such faith in the disciples would not have been possible. It is time, the right time, the perfect time and perfect timing of Jesus that made all things possible in God’s plan to save the world. 
During his earthly ministry, there had been many such times. Time was crucial to the Messiah who was intimate with the will of God and who fulfilled the will of God in God’s perfect time. It was Jesus, extremely sensitive to God’s time, which allowed the Messiah to carry out everything in perfect harmony with the will of God. Timing was everything to Jesus. Matthew and Luke both tell us of Jesus’ first words in his public ministry. “The time has come," Jesus said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" (Mark 1:15) These were Jesus’ very own words. He had emerged as the Messiah. It was the moment in history where nothing will ever be the same after. It was the moment when God came to walk among men and to bring them the message we have been longing to hear all our generations. From the very first generation, men have waited to hear such words, the time has come. The kingdom is near. And it was right then, in God’s perfect timing that so many hearts turned to God in repentance and in faith. Had Jesus proclaimed the message in his own time, in a time of his own choosing, at a time that seemed opportune or proper in human terms, there would never have been any work of God nor a work of repentance in the hearts of men. But the time was ripe. It was at hand. Time was the crucial element which kept Jesus in perfect harmony with God and with God’s will. It was that right time that found men’s hearts ready and prepared to hear the message of the gospel, to repent of their sins and to find the forgiveness of the messiah. Timing is everything. Jesus kept the proper time in all things. How did he do it? Jesus, as we said was sensitive to God’s time. Jesus was extremely sensitive to God’s time. Jesus prayed continuously in order to find the right time for himself to do what God had called him to do. 
Jesus is God. Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus is the Almighty Son of God who had all the power and majesty of God bundled up within his grasp, who could draw on that power and majesty any time of his choosing. Yet, Jesus the Son of God, Mighty as he was and is, did not do anything in his own way nor in his own time. He found God’s time, and he acted upon all things in God’s own time. He could do so not only because the fate and destiny of the human race rested on whether Jesus acted on God’s time, but also because Jesus was humble, and in his blessed an glorious humility surrendered all his actions and words and deeds and all to God’s own sacred and holy time. Time is holy, it belongs to God. The humble heart knows that, and only the humble heart is able to recognize the imperativeness of serving God’s time in all things. A proud heart cannot and will not submit nor give way to God’s time. A proud heart usually does all things in its own corrupt sense of time. And that usually leads to ruin. Anything, anything done not in God’s time, but in the human perception of time, is destined for failure and for ruin. Even the most innocent and good intentioned actions, when done not in God’s time, end up in disaster. For this reason we must be careful to bow our head to learn from the Master of the importance of time and timing if we are serious about living the life of faith and mission; and not only that, but also if we are serious about bearing the fruit which God desires to bear in our lives at God’s intended time. 
Look at verse 1. “After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: ‘Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.’” These are the beautiful words of the Messiah the King who has come to redeem his people from the power of sin and to bring the faithful to eternal life in the Kingdom Of God. It was once again time for Jesus to act upon the will of God. But this time, the time Jesus was referring to was a time of excruciating agony for him. We are not only taking about the pain and agony of the cross, but also the pain and agony of surrendering the remaining salvation work to the hands of God, who would leave the work yet to be done in the hands of the disciples. They were terribly young and immature spiritually. They had been foolish in decision making. They had been careless and at times indifferent to Jesus’ vision of rescuing the world from the power of sin. They had been in a word, not ready for anything which they had been called to be ready for. It was such a terribly wrong time for Jesus to leave them with such delicate work as the salvation work. It was such a terribly wrong time for Jesus to go away. In fact, for all intended purposes, it was time for Jesus to stay and to solidify his stay for a very long time. It was time for him to take them on a long journey of more than 10 years during which time he should train them more in the gospel way. It was time to roll up his sleeves and consider calling and choosing another 120 members in order to strengthen his position in the nation. It was not time to go. But Jesus our Lord, lifted up his precious head to God and humbly declared that it was time. The time has come, he said. It was time for him to go. It was time to leave them in the care of God. It was time. How painful it must have been for Jesus to do so. On one end, he loved them and would miss them, for they were the ones who had been with him all these years. On another end, they were not ready to do anything, let alone the gospel work. But Jesus trusted God. Jesus was humble. In humility of heart, Jesus surrendered to the will of God, and boldly declared it to be the time, the right time, the best time for him to be going away. 
Look at verse 1 again. At time same time, it was time for God to glorify his Son so that his Son might also glorify God. What was Jesus talking about? This is the mystery of ages, and the beauty of the gospel. It was time for Jesus to suffer and to die on the cross for the sins of the world. But what does that have to do with what Jesus said regarding “glorifying his Son” or glorifying Jesus? It had everything to do with it. To the world, the term glory is closely related to self-honor, to self-promotion, to self-exultation. To glorify someone here in this world is to elevate them, exult them, raise them up from one worldly level to another much higher level in the world. Men and women think of glory in terms of wealth and power and popularity. But to God, who is wise beyond imagination, glory is so much different. Jesus wanted God to glorify him. But he would glorify him by nailing him to the cross. In that sense, glory in a spiritual sense, is sacrifice. Glory is self sacrifice. It is servantship. It is giving of oneself to the blessing and honor of another. For God to glorify Jesus, for God to reveal Jesus as the blessed Savior of the world, God would surrender Jesus to the cruel cross, to death and finally he would surrender Jesus to the power of the resurrection. So that ultimately, Jesus would be revealed as the Savior who gave his life for the salvation of all who believe. It is a beautiful thing to follow in Jesus’ footsteps of glory. Later on in life, all the disciples, including Peter, and Paul, they all were glorified in the same way. They chose the life of sacrifice and the life of hardship and the life of servantship. In that way, they were glorified by God. In that way they also glorified God. 
We cannot receive any glory from heaven above if we do not decide in our lives to give ourselves to God and to his work completely at any cost. On the other hand, we must also realize that God has time for each of us to give our hearts and lives to him. There are many who after rejecting the life of sacrifice, at some point in life realize that they had done wrong, that they should have given themselves to the will of God when they had the opportunity to do so. But it does not work that way. God has a time for us to give ourselves. It is the best time for us to bear fruit. To be powerful. To be victorious. To be influential. If we give our selves any other time, of course, God blesses and accepts. But we cannot hope to accomplish what we would have accomplished if we had done son at the proper time. In that sense it is so important for us to learn how to be sensitive to God’s time. And that takes humility. Humility most people do not have because for the most part they are so self absorbed in life. We must learn. 
Read verse 2,3. “For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” Jesus glorified God in so many ways. He revealed God’s glory through sacrifice. He did so through his blessed giving life. But it was not just any kind of sacrifice. Jesus glorified God and revealed himself as the blessed savior by the most selfless act of sacrifice in all of history. This then is how Jesus glorified God. God had sent Jesus to the world to be the world’s savior. God had equipped Jesus with the power of God for the salvation of mankind. God backed Jesus and his ministry with the entire host of heavenly angels. Of course, Jesus never used those angels for anything during his earthly ministry. But we cannot ignore that the whole heavenly host was behind Jesus at his beck and call. We remember the heavenly host of angels who suddenly sprung into a heavenly chorus at his birth. These same angels were always there to defend him and to serve him if he would only ask. But Jesus did not use such power and majesty for himself. He was powerful, as powerful as the heavens can afford him power. But look at Jesus and how he used his power. According to his own words, Jesus used his God given power to give eternal life to the sons of men. It was the most beautiful act in all of history. An act of selfless love and devotion. His love for sinners. And his devotion to his Father God. Jesus used his mighty power to give life. But it was not easy. He would have to die on the cruel cross. But look at Jesus’ prayer. In his prayer to his Father, Jesus revealed exactly how he would use his power. He would use it to give us life. We are for the most part despicable sinners who deserve nothing but death for our sins. But Jesus did not consider us despicable. He did not use his power to destroy us nor to punish us. Rather he used all the power God had given him to rescue us from sure death. How precious is this Jesus who used his God given power to give life!

For the most part, we really have no power in this world. Some men have power. Some men have authority. Some have money. And some have influence. But the heart of man is crooked. And when his anger rises, man is bent on punishing his fellow man for every little offense done to him. Most men use their God given authority, for all authority comes from God, to exact a better life for themselves and their children, but at the cost of stepping over other people’s lives. Some men have no conscience and the power given them is used to trample over others. Rarely there is a man or woman who would use their God given power and authority to show mercy, or to alleviate the pain of others, or to give rest to the weary or to help the helpless. Our hearts sink to think about how we are using our power and authority as a nation this day in order to make other nations submit to us. Sometimes even in the name of God we crush others and make them obey us or serve us. But our Lord Jesus the blessed Messiah used his power to bless and to serve and to give life. We his children must learn from him how to do so. God is the one who gives any power or influence to man. Man by nature comes naked and poor to this world. We grow sometimes to be poor sometimes to be rich. Sometimes to be powerful, and sometimes to be powerless. And the powerless are used to judge and condemn the powerful while the powerful are used to crushing the powerless and make them bend the neck. But for us who know God, we should use whatever little power we have to give life. We should do whatever is within our power and authority to imitate our Lord, and to give to the needy and to serve the ailing. That is the way to be glorified as our Lord was and that is the way to glorify God as our Lord did. We must learn the secret of using whatever is given us by God to serve the needy, and to give life to those who don’t have life. Our calling is to serve God’s flock with the word of God. While some no good so called Christians use their power to make themselves rich by the labor pain of the poor, we must use what we have to feed God’s flock with the word of God. It is the best way to use whatever means we have to honor God— feed my sheep, Jesus said, and we must do so by the authority given us as his born again disciples. 

Read verse 4,5.  “I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.” How beautiful are these words. Jesus glorified God by finishing the work God gave him to do. Some people, especially Christians never finish anything God gives them to do. Even if they know it is the will of God, they do not know how to glorify God. Jesus teaches us the way to glorify God. It is by finishing what God gives us to do. If and when we despise what God gives us to do now thinking it too small, and now thinking it too big, we cannot glorify God. Glorifying God must begin with humble acceptance of His sovereignty and providence in our lives, trusting— with a grateful heart— whatever is divinely and generously given us to be or to do. The truth is that God gives us to be and to do what God knows we can be and do. And consequently, any mission unfinished or undone, is a sin too great. We must, therefore, learn how to glorify God by finishing what God gives us to be and to do. 
“I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.” In his personal prayer, Jesus talked about his work— his mission. Jesus’ mission was to teach the Bible to God’s flock in order to plant the love of God in their hearts; to plant faith in God and hope in his kingdom. In the end, Jesus’ mission was to secure eternal life and the kingdom of God through his death and resurrection to all who believe. However, to carry out this mission was most difficult. Jesus had to live a sacrificial shepherd’s life and suffer obedience unto death. We cannot imagine how much our Lord struggled and suffered to complete his God-given mission. Nevertheless, Jesus carried out his mission to the end— to completion. How could he do so? He could do so when he saw his mission not as a burden, but as an opportunity to glorify God. Every Christian is called to live a life of faith and mission— to love God and others by laying down his or her life for them. It is not easy to be a Christian in this hostile world, nor is it easy to live the Christian life of hardship. But we should not quit halfway when difficulties arise. Instead, we must determine to complete this most sacred mission. For that, we must learn from Jesus how to pray as Jesus prayed: Lord, I too want to glorify you by completing the mission you have given me. 
The Lord is gracious. He teaches us timing. Timing is everything. We must learn how to do what God wants us to do in his divinely inspired time. For that we must be sensitive to God’s time. We must also be humble if we are to please God and bear his good fruit. Moreover it imperative to finish what God has deeded to us to be and to do. To live in his sovereign will is therefore the key. Amen. 
