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This Is Eternal Life
John 17:3
Key Verse 17:3
“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”
Eternal life! One of the greatest aspirations of the human race. Eternal life! The anticipation of all who dare to live a cut above the ordinary human level. The silent hope of those who refuse to believe that life begins and ends in and through the frail human body, but that life is more— has more in store for them than a short span of years, be they pleasant or miserable years. Ever since life began on earth, the search for extending this life a little or much has been the inner passion of most. Science and technology, literature and poetry all have strived in vain not to let go of life. People have gone to the grave screaming in resistance. Others have pathetically despaired and let go. No matter, whether in myth or in religious teachings, whether they claim to believe in God or not, this passion to live on and on and never to die has been at the core of the human desire. But whether they believe or do not believe, in God or in life or in blue monkeys, whether rich or poor, intelligent or mentally challenged, in happiness or in misery, men yearn to live forever if given the chance. Why? That’s simple. Here is what Solomon the wisest of critics has said of eternal life and the mystery that every man longs for it. “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.” [Eccles. 3:11] The interesting phrase here is that God has set eternity in the hearts of all men and women, and that from the moment they are born to this life. The hope for Eternal Life is not a choice that man casually makes in his or her life. It is an imperative, since God has planted it in the heart as much as God has planted the yearning for love for life for happiness for freedom and the like. Eternal life is a gift God has given to each of us, a yearning to search for it during our lifetime, and hopefully to find it and embrace it as God intended for every one of his children to do. 
But, and here is a huge but! Eternal life may be found only in one place and to be more specific, to be found in only One Person, the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. So as long as men truly and honestly search for eternal life, that seed of desire God had planted in our hearts, they will most certainly find it because God will truly lead every sincere seeker to find it— but when we finally find it, we find it in Christ Jesus and only in Christ Jesus. When Jesus sat down to pray that famous last prayer, he was sure to mention this eternal truth from the onset— the truth that he alone is the giver of eternal life because he himself is the author of eternal life, and he is also the One who must finally make eternal life the gift of God to everyone who believes. So many people in this world scorn the concept of eternal life, even though these hypocrites secretly and quietly yearn for it in their hearts as a child years for the love of his parents, as a child yearns for delicious food and fun time. Jesus the author of Eternal Life was about to make this most anticipated desire of man a tangible reality, for he was about to offer the final ingredient in the making of this gift of God. And that ingredient was to be his very life spilled out on the cross. And in his imminent resurrection, the whole world and history would stand to witness that Eternal Life is no myth but the precious promise of God fulfilled. 
Jesus prayed on three different levels that fateful evening. First he prayed for himself. Most people’s personal prayer involves the most selfish of wants and needs and desires. But Jesus’ prayer for himself was the most unselfish desire of all time. Jesus prayed that God would accept his sacrifice on the cross for the salvation of all men. Listen to what he also said in his brief personal prayer. Let us read verses 2,3 together. “For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” When God sent Jesus to this world because it was time to fulfill the promise of ages to save the world, God also equipped his Son with all the majesty and glory and power inherent to heaven and found in the very nature of who God is. God equipped his Son with such power as to raise the dead and the create and recreate the world. But the glorious Lord Jesus did not use his power to crush and destroy those who would crucify him. Rather he used up his power to give us all eternal life. But that was not as simple as it may sound. Jesus, in order to use his power to give eternal life, had to give his own life as a sacrifice on the cross. It was a beautiful thing to do. It revealed the extent of the love of God for unworthy sinners. This is what Jesus used his power for. How will we use whatever authority is given us from God! We too must use it to bring eternal life to those who are perishing. 
While Jesus used his God-given authority in giving his very life on the cross for our sins, how did Jesus want his disciples to use the authority God gives those whose faith is in Jesus? We can tell by implication. And what that means is we can tell what and how God wants us to use whatever we have, in spirit and in heart, in material possession and in time and in all such things as are our very resources and blessings and gifts from God, we can tell when we meditate on Jesus’ words, the words following his declaration as to how he would use his authority. Look again at verse 3. Jesus defines the very Eternal Life he was ready to give us, and he defines in terms of both knowledge and relationship. In other words, Jesus defined eternal life in such a unique way. He tells us what eternal life is all about. He also tells us how we who love him may use our God given authority to serve God’s purpose during our lifetime. Jesus defines eternal life not in terms of time and place, but in terms of heart and spirit. He tells us that eternal life is knowing God and knowing Jesus. This world has always attempted to define and to explain what eternal life is. The most common definition is to live forever, unending life, undying and so on. Sometimes in their definitions, the definition is more appropriate for a vampire movie rather than a spiritual lesson. But our Lord defines it most preciously as a certain knowledge. A heart’s knowledge. An intimate knowing of God and of Jesus. This changes everything in our lives. It changes the way we think. It changes the way we must view eternal life. If we are to have eternal life, we must first come to Jesus, set our sins at the cross of Jesus, ask the forgiveness of Jesus, lay our burden of sin upon Jesus, ask Jesus’ cleansing power on hearts, then pick up the cross of Jesus, and follow in the footsteps of Jesus all our lives. Eternal life is given us upon putting our faith in Jesus. But Jesus does not stop with this simple gospel. He goes on to teach us that eternal life is getting to know God and getting to know Jesus on a most intimate level. We may have eternal life as a result of our faith in Jesus. But Jesus wants us to perfect this knowledge of eternal life by coming to know Jesus more intimately. 
The knowledge of Jesus is eternal life itself, it matures in those who seek to know Jesus. When Jesus uttered these revolutionary words he made it perfectly clear that God’s gift of eternal life is not another chore or burden of the many chores and burdens we have in life. Jesus made it clear that eternal life is the only and most important thing any man or woman can strive to do in and with their lives. Life holds so many important things. But there is nothing more important than knowing Jesus intimately and knowing the God and Father of our Lord Jesus who willingly surrendered his Son and only Son in order to give life to those who were once his enemies. When I know that someone I hate loves me, when I know that someone I have slighted and maligned has spoken kindly of me, when I know that someone whom I do not care to know, is eager to know me, when I know that the very person I have ignored and put aside as unimportant thinks of me a the most important person in his or her life, when I know that the one I have shunned and antagonized loves me more than life, what shall I do with that person? In bitter repentance I must come to know who is this person who has loved and blessed me in spite of all I have done to him. This is why Jesus said, that eternal life is not only to know Jesus who died for my sins, but to also know God who was willing to give up his Son to save a wretch like me. 
To know Jesus, therefore, is the most important priority of the Christian’s life. Then to know God who sent Jesus is also the most important of things I must do in my life. That, is eternal life. It is eternal because the knowledge of Jesus lifts the heart from sadness to joy, from misery to happiness, from despair to hope and from hate to love, and much much more. How blessed is Jesus who taught us the rudiments of eternal life. How blessed is Jesus who teaches us how to change our view of life so that we are no longer wasting time getting to know what is useless and vain and insignificant and to begin using our God-given life to a worthier cause, to the only cause of life and of living, which is to know Jesus. Jesus says this because man is keen on wasting his life on things that perish. Even among the children of God, even among those who have like thieves stolen eternal life from God by faith in Jesus, who then turn their backs on the giver of life and go off spending their time and effort on things that anger and offend God. In our lives, there will always be things to do. But besides those things that we consider a part of necessary responsibility, there is nothing as important as coming to know Jesus. Hypocrites think that knowing Jesus cannot be more than a Sunday visit to church, and an occasional fellowship with believers, then they go off to do their own thing. But Jesus teaches us, actually Jesus exhorts us that in life there is nothing more important than coming to know Jesus. For this we must strive always ever to grow in this knowledge. And it is not that God expects the impossible from us! He has equipped us with everything we need to follow Jesus and to get to know him. We are truly the most blessed on account of that. God has given us the means. What then will we do with them— that will determine how well we will come to know Jesus, when the time comes to meet the Savior for the reckoning of our lives. 
Jesus our Lord teaches us that eternal life is to know him. Therefore, we have a duty a responsibility an obligation to follow Jesus who gave his life that we might come to know him better. And we do so through the means he has given us in our life time to do. We have the word of God. We have teachers. We have a house of prayer. We have those who pray for us and who lead us in the way of blessing. We have everything. And therefore, the Bible exhorts us to make every effort to study the word of God, for in the knowledge of the word of God there is the knowledge of Jesus and of God and also the knowledge of life and to life— eternal. Sometimes we lapse and stray but God is merciful, and forever calls us back to himself. This knowledge alone is worthy of eternal life. For unless we know that God is merciful how then can we know that when we come to him in repentance and in faith, he will accept us? All this we must come to know, and we can only know this when we give the proper time to the word of God. Read Psalm 119 sometime, and you will realize why king David knew God so well. His words in the Psalm are life, since every verse mentions the word of  God. The word of God is our pathway to the knowledge of God. And the word of God leads us in this pathway to Jesus who is our Eternal life. 
There is another thing that Jesus used to identify and to define what eternal life is. Jesus also teaches us what we aught to do with the authority God gives when he baptizes us with his holy Spirit. We then aught to bring this knowledge of our Lord Jesus to the world. This is the way of eternal life. We mature in our knowledge of Jesus so that we might bring the knowledge of Jesus to the world. It is the best way to use this authority. Life is short— for most people. And most people want to know what to do with their lives, especially what to do with and in their Christian lives. Jesus tells us that the best way to live our lives is to bring the knowledge of our Lord to the whole world. May God bless you not only to have eternal life but to give it as well, when you decide to share it through simple Bible study with those who have no eternal life in this world. Be a Bible teacher, and prepare your hearts this summer to give the best gift to others— teach the Bible to one student. If you already have one neglected Bible student then go out of your way to have more, so that eternal life may grow in you and through you to bring many to the kingdom God has prepared for those who love Jesus and who are ready to put their faith in him. Amen. 
