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The Spirit Of Truth
John 16:12-15
Key Verse 16:13a
“When he, the Spirit of Truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.”

What Jesus decided to teach his disciples on the last night before his crucifixion is extensive, more extensive than we can cover in a single lifetime. For generations upon generations, the Gospel of John has also been studied in more ways than we can cover in a single lifetime. Countless Christians as well as scholars have labored to explore this gospel, and among them were also myriads who labored to study the works of the Holy Spirit from what our Lord Jesus chose to tell of Him in these last few chapters of this magnificent gospel. Therefore, we are among the many who have come upon this subject and have prayed to pry the many secrets found here in these chapters. And therefore, we are also among the many who have been thoroughly blessed by the sheer attempt to understand the works of the Holy Spirit. And when we consider what sort of blessings we have reaped from the study of the Holy Spirit, we can confidently say that the greatest of blessings upon our souls is an understanding of the fundamental Work of the Holy Spirit. His most blessed work is that of the heart’s conviction. In other words, the Holy Spirit works to convict our hearts of sin. And that in itself is the blessing of blessings. For no man or woman can hope to draw near to God except through the road of conviction, followed by repentance and then on to faith. And where does that blessed road being? It begins with the work of the Holy Spirit convicting our hearts of sin. It’s a simple truth. 
And this world is full of those who try hard to complicate the basic work of the Holy Spirit. Some say that the work of the Holy Spirit is a work of elating the heart. Others say that the work is a work of subsidizing to the soul what faith in Jesus alone cannot do. We do not want to go through all this, but all such teachings actually insult Jesus who finished the work of salvation on the cross, and by his resurrection, and who gives us complete salvation which lacks nothing. But to say this again, the work of the Holy Spirit begins with conviction and continues in conviction because nothing can humble the proud human heart more than a doze of conviction. And God knows how much humbling our proud spirits need from day to day, sometimes even from hour to hour, and moment to moment. Truly, the greatest of blessings is when a soul responds to the conviction of the Holy Spirit, whatever that conviction may be, and then responds some more by repenting for whatever has convicted his or her heart of sin, and then respond even some more by coming to the foot of the cross pleading with the Savior for forgiveness and for mercy. And whenever the soul takes that road paved by the Blessed Holy Spirit, and continues upon that road, then God blesses that soul with humility which is the crowning glory of all and any sinner. When we embrace humility as a companion along the path of life, it works wonderfully under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and keeps us near to God in all things. So, what we are saying is that fundamentally the work of the Holy Spirit is not such a complicated work that it needs special scholastic aptitudes in order to fathom it. It is a simple blessed work of conviction. Let us keep this knowledge and truth close to our hearts, so that in life we may not stray from the Holy Spirit nor from his work in our lives. Let us not listen to pride which has a way of corrupting not only our thinking but also our perception of how God works in our lives. Let us listen instead to the voice of humility which always calls us to bow our heads in all things in conviction, in repentance and in faith. 
Jesus once taught us this amazing truth which we should follow especially in our walk with the Holy Spirit, especially when modern heretics proclaim that the Holy Spirit has in store mysterious spiritual gifts for those who want to be super apostles. Jesus said: “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” [Matthew 11:29] We must not fall for the treachery of those who preach extra-Biblical blessings, but rather keep learning truth from our blessed Savior who is gentle and humble. There was a group of people in UBF some years ago who used to meet in the hall of the Chicago center every evening after midnight. Originally it started out as a prayer for the world mission. But rather than becoming humbled by the experience, pride entered their hearts that they were spiritually higher than those who did not have the strength nor will to meet at this late hour in order to pray. When pride entered their hearts, the devil found a foothold among them to do his mischief. He gave them what they perceived to be a gift of tongues. But since they were not such good Bible students themselves, they could not tell that what they had received was no gift of tongues at all, but a gift of gibberish, and some of it was also intermixed with devilish chants. So their pride doubled in no time and now they began to look down upon those who did not possess the gift of gibberish. Finally one evening, their chants became too loud, and their hand waving too frantic, they began to get the illusion that they were super-apostles gifted and endowed with God’s special Spirit. But it was no special spirit, rather it was the spirit of the devil who made them all go mad in no time. They were swiftly escorted out of the church and no church would take them, since they truly believed themselves to be God’s gift to a wicked world. The moral of the story is that none of us is immune to pride. And when pride sets in the heart, it is hard to get rid of it since it is the seat of the devil. We must sincerely pray that God’s Holy Spirit convict us of pride, that we may repent of it, humble our hearts daily and submit to the teaching found in the Bible and not to the whims and fancies of our hearts which oftentimes deceives us into thinking that we are better than others, and in no need of neither truth nor of spiritual discipline. 

And this is exactly why the blessed Lord Jesus taught his disciples the following teaching regarding the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit convicts of sin. But also the Holy Spirit remains faithful to the word of God. Read verse 13. “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.” Listen to what Jesus teaches us regarding the work of the Holy Spirit. But first look at how Jesus describes the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of God’s Trinity. The Holy Spirit is the God of our heart’s conviction. But he is also the God of our guidance. He is God who guides us. And how does He guide us; into what does the Holy Spirit guide the Christian soul? As Jesus says, he guides us into all truth. Now this is the spiritual key that keeps our hearts right before God as we walk alongside Jesus in our lives. To know the way in which the Holy Spirit guides us, we must first understand what God considers to be truth. 

We know that the only truth we can find in this world of lies is the truth of God’s word. In John 17:17 our Lord Jesus taught us about the truth when he prayed to God saying: “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.” [Jn. 17:17] At the same time, Jesus himself is truth, for he also taught us saying: "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” [John 14:6] It goes to teach us that in essence Jesus and his Word are truth— the only truth in this world. The world has many ways and pathways, many teachings and standards, disciplines and philosophies, and such. And each is as diametrically opposed to the other that there is no way to pin down truth to an absolute singularity. Therefore there is no real truth in this world, for truth must be never-changing. So, the only truth found in this world is the truth of God and of his Word. The word of God has not changed in history regardless of time and circumstance. What word God had given to Adam remained the same and applicable also to Abraham, down to Peter and even unto us this very day. That is truth. The only truth. 

And this is the very truth which our Lord promised that the Holy Spirit would guide us in and through. He is the guide. He is the Spirit Guide. We are not talking about what the native Indians called spirit guides in the form of wolves and dragons. We are talking about the Spirit of God guiding his children hand to hand in the pathway of life so that they might not stumble and fall. Jesus promised that God Almighty would send the Spirit Guide to guide his children in the way of life, to teach them to walk in the truth, by the truth, and to see them safely on the other side— to the kingdom of God. In our lives we need guides. All people regardless of who they are need a guide to guide them; when they are young and when they are growing, and at times even in good times and in bad times. We all need a guide. Life is difficult, and the road is crooked and the light in which we talk is dim. Most people do not know where they are going. Most do not know where they come from. Pride makes people hide this truth, the truth and reality that they indeed do not really know where they are in life, and where this life is leading them. Pride compels them to stand in the dark and declare that they can see; pride also compels them to walk in the darkness towards an end they do not know, nor see. It is a tragedy that men in this world cannot, will not, humble themselves to seek a guide, and when they do seek a guide, they seek the wrong person or persons, and follow a wrong truth. Today, even in the Christian world, there are countless people who in desperate search for a guide, listen to ten Christian programs a day, heed ten different pastors and sermons a day, listen to ten different advices a day from ten different lost people who themselves have no idea where they are going and what they are going. This is the sin of Christianity today, that there are many who are teaching philosophies, ideas, good sounding advice and so on, but not many are teaching the truth— the simple and pure word of God. 
And when we listen to Jesus we see that the simple truth is the word of God, and the only guide needed is the Holy Spirit. But it is hard to follow the Holy Spirit, someone we cannot see. Yet it is no excuse to substitute the Holy Spirit with anyone or anything in this world. The trouble is that most people are lazy— too lazy to study the Bible and to commit to the study of the truth. Some think they have had enough truth, so they follow the concoction of their own hearts thinking that if they know a few verses in the Bible, they have become experts in the truth, and can grope though life well enough. But that is the work of their own pride. No one can walk without the knowledge of the truth— the Bible, and no one can walk the right blessed path unless they are constantly in the word of God. And that is the hard thing to do. There are those who discover this truth well enough, yet, life offers so many interesting distractions and temptations that they somehow convince themselves that they can do without Bible study. Lazy, and foolish, since the longer we remain apart from the word of God— the truth— the harder it will be to come back to the road which God set before us when he first found us wondering in this dark and crooked world. Jesus gave us a precious truth— revealing to us how important it is to submit ourselves, our hearts our minds and our daily walk to a Guide. But not to any guide, only the Spirit Guide. And Jesus tells us why we must do so. Apart from the obvious, that the Guide guides us into all truth, the guide also has a mark of humility on Him, something that no other guide can imitate. 
Read verse 13 again. Jesus tells us why the Holy Spirit is the best guide. He is selfless. He does not follow his own agenda but God’s. He had no personal interests. He only has God’s interests in mind and heart. He has Jesus’ interest at heart. When he guides he does not guide to his own purpose but he does so to the purpose set by the Father and the Son. In my life I have seen so many sincere Christian people guiding others in what seems to be the truth. But it is not an absolute truth. It is an adulterated truth. It is so because the purpose is not purely to serve God and to follow God’s guidance. They mix God’s purpose with their own. Sometimes they do not know they are doing so, but it is no excuse, since we must know what God’s will is by studying the Bible. And when we look at the word of God we should also follow the word of God, the truth of God in all things, even if and especially if we have our own ideas how to do the work of God or how to guide others, or how we think others should go. Jesus taught us that the best Guide is the Holy Spirit mainly because he is devoid of all pride and in humility he guides in the word of God. 
How should we help the Holy Spirit in our own lives and in others’ lives? Of course we cannot help Him. But we can cowork with him. We do so when we empty ourselves of our own plans and will and desires and look to find his will and his way for my life and for the lives of others. Jesus was clear. Only the Holy Spirit is the selfless Guide of our souls. 
