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When He Comes
John 16:5-11
Key Verse 16:8

“When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment.”

Christians believe in One God in Three Persons. For the most part, it is a mystery of mysteries, meaning that in essence it is impossible to explain or to describe this truth or reality in a way in which we human beings can understand it. We use metaphors but none of them comes close to satisfying the yearning heart to know. But the truth of the Trinity of God shines in all things from the beginning of time. God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, all Three have manifested themselves in history in more ways than we can tell, both in the Old and the New Testament. However, the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Trinity has not been as apparent and discernable as His Counterparts. In the Old Testament— God the Father appears as the most prominent. On the other hand, in the New Testament— God the Son is the overwhelming Person of the Trinity from which and to which and by which all things seem to center upon. But after the Son finished his work of salvation through the cross and through the resurrection, all the work which had remained to be done in history actually rests upon the Third Person of the Trinity— the Holy Spirit. So what is given us about the Holy Spirit is more significant than we can imagine. And whatever Jesus taught us in His regard, we must consider precious and give heed to it with an open heart.   
In these ending chapters of the Gospel of John Jesus gives us a wealth of knowledge about the Holy Spirit. Especially what Jesus tells us about the Holy Spirit in this particular chapter is so important that it can guide any sinner in the grace of God; and as far as its influence on the Christian is concerned, what Jesus teaches in this chapter about the Holy Spirit will guide the Christian in the way of life and of blessing— undoubtedly— but we must carefully listen to what he says and not skim over it. First of all, let’s think a little on what Jesus had already taught his disciples about the Holy Spirit, for it them he initially was teaching. In chapter 14, Jesus taught the identity of the Holy Spirit— Who He is. He is God. He is Counselor God. He is the Spirit of Truth. Jesus also briefly taught about the Work of the Holy Spirit. His Work would be to guide the Christian into all truth. The question now is “how”— How will the Holy Spirit guide the believer into all truth? 

Therefore it is in this chapter 16 that Jesus tells his disciples how this is done. Here Jesus talks in detail about the work of the Holy Spirit. He tells them and us that the work of the Holy Spirit is a work in the heart and of the heart, and that it all starts with conviction. And it has everything to do with the truth. In other words, conviction of the heart and truth go side by side when it comes to God’s work in our hearts. There are countless so called Christians in the world. And most of them at one time or another speak of conviction of the heart. I have heard them say that they are convicted by this or by that. Surprisingly, they even use the word conviction or convicted by God too freely, that God convicted them of this or of that. It is also surprising that most of their convictions by God have something to do with their own sinful desires. In order to justify their own plans or desires, they are quick to use God’s conviction of heart to aid them in their sinful schemes. It is a pity and a grave shame when a Christian resorts to such holy things God’s conviction of the heart to serve the sinful nature. There is no fear of God in such people’s hearts even if they hide behind the holy name of Jesus and use his sacred teaching to satisfy the inmost sinful desires of the heart. Of course the Work of the Holy Spirit as the Holy Lord teaches us here is a work of conviction— a conviction of heart— but the Holy Jesus never sanctioned Christians to use this teaching to satiate the lustful hungers of a man’s or woman’s heart. For this reason when we study this chapter, it would be good for us to examine our hearts. We may surprised to see how often we have abused the Blessed Holy Spirit and used His majesty to our own benefit. It would be good to also learn what sort of conviction does the Blessed One impose upon the heart, so that we may not sin against Him and by doing so to incur the wrath of God upon us. God is the God of immeasurable mercy. But we must remember Jesus’ words who warned us that all sins may be forgiven in the cross, but not the sins against the Holy Spirit. Why? Because men have found it easy to use the Holy Spirit to cover up any and all of their wicked schemes and they have done atrocities in history in his name, since He is the Silent One who works inwardly. All you have to do to justify your sinful desire or sinful plan is to openly declare: “This is my heart’s conviction from God. Don’t interfere with my plan to do this or that, or to get this or that.” May God forgive our sins against the precious Holy Spirit and purify our hearts this day from Satan’s sly corruption. Let’s learn what true convictions of the Holy Spirit are. 
Look at verses 1-4. It must have been heart breaking for Jesus to teach his faithful disciples the painful truth about what will soon happen to them. They who had been so loyal and so devoted to him, will suffer terribly at the hands of the world. The world which also includes the religious world as well as the secular world— both worlds— will reject them and treat them with contempt and would cast them out like refuse. They were the ones who had willingly followed and loved Jesus. They should be rewarded and given places of honor in the world for all that they had done and sacrificed in the cause of the gospel. But it would not happen that way. They were to be mistreated. And the reason such things were to happen to them was unreasonable. The world would do so simply because they belonged to Jesus. Praise Jesus who teaches us the truth about our struggle with the world. The world hates Christians and the reason is simple. It is because of Jesus that the world does this. But why did Jesus prepare them for what was soon to happen to them? 
Read verse 1. “All this I have told you so that you will not go astray.” “So that you will not go astray.” What a glorious revelation our Lord gives us regarding why he teaches us the truth from the onset. Why does Jesus teach us painful and troublesome things even when we are young and growing Christians? He does so, so that we would not go astray. So that we would not run away on account of our suffering. So that we would not give up the life of faith on account of our hardship. So that we would not despair and leave behind the life God called us to live, at the sign of trouble. Jesus has taught us that: “Many are called but few are chosen.” It means that of all those who are called to live the life of faith and of mission, not many would end up remaining in God’s precious history nor would they hold firmly to their calling as disciples of the Lord. In Biblical history many have abandoned the life of faith and of mission when life became hard; when sacrifices were called upon; when hard service was needed. Especially in the last days, in our generation as well, we see that it is increasingly more difficult to remain in Jesus and to live by the gospel principles. Temptations are many. The world’s pull is strong, especially for young and immature Christians. They don’t understand why they have to give up so much when others have so much. They can’t see why they should sacrifice and remain loyal to the faith when others get by simply by going to church and no more. It is hard to understand why they must suffer with little when they can have much and still call themselves Christians. Often they forget Jesus’ condition for whoever would follow him. Often we forget the cost of discipleship to which we have been called. It is no secret that Jesus asks the Christian to be different. Different from the world. And to deny it its pleasures, no matter how innocent these pleasures may be. It is for that that our Lord Jesus warned his disciples. So that you would not go astray. So that you won’t abandon the treasure you have been given— this precious life of faith and mission— abandon it for worldly scraps— for worldly junk. How many do so at the moment temptation calls them, or the moment they are called upon to be a godly influence or to sacrifice something for the Lord. It is for the Lord that we are sacrificing. But that seems to be so hard for them to understand. So it happening increasingly more that the youth, the cream of God’s crop, the ones who should set the example for the future, the ones who should do for Jesus what no one else wants to do, the ones who should lead the Christian church— it is happening that they so easily fall away from God’s grace of calling. They end up in the gutters of the spiritual world, with worldly scraps, but with no spiritual nor glorious future— the future promised them by Jesus for standing tall in the faith. It is a pity. But as Jesus warned his disciples he also warns us. Suffering is imminent. Sacrifice is demanded. The cost is high. But don’t fall away. Don’t give up the treasure you have in your hand for a measly taste of sin and its pleasure. It is not worth it. He has told us. He has told us so that we would not go astray. May God protect the hearts of our young people—  especially the hearts of the weakest of the weak who are so easily lured by temptation and then so easily thrown away to chew the cud of their sins. May God help us listen to Jesus’ voice of warning, stand tall, claim what we have been given, hold it tenaciously in our hands and stand as more than conquerors. Amen. 
Jesus promised that for those who would remain firm in the faith, the Holy Spirit would come to each of them separately. He would come to be in each one of their hearts. And then the promise of God is that each of them would begin to change on the inside into a man or woman in Christ and in his likeness. This is the sure promise. But Jesus showed his disciples of all time how something as glorious as this would happen. It begins with a conviction. It matures into repentance. It is strengthened through struggles to maintain his grace. It is empowered through learning how to identify what conviction comes from God and what conviction is from the devil in the disguise of being of God. In truth, as simple as the gospel is, so also is the way to remain within the powerful grip of the Holy Spirit, and within His most excellent blessings. Let us see how the Holy Spirit leads us in the way of truth.  
Read verse 8a. “When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt...” The way the Holy Spirit reveals himself has been greatly distorted by the secular church as emotionally uplifting. But Jesus teaches us something completely different from that. He teaches us the truth, and not a lie regarding how the Holy Spirit comes to man’s heart. Jesus says that the work of the Holy Spirit is largely a work of conviction. The Holy Spirit works in our heart to convict us of guilt. When the Holy Spirit comes into our heart, one of the first things He does is to convict that heart of guilt. He accuses the heart of its guilt before God. How important it is for us to know this! Scientific study tells us that guilt is no good. It dispirits a person and makes them weak and useless. So they also teach us that we must get rid of that guilt with pills and such. But Jesus tells us something else all together. He tells us specifically that some guilt is good guilt. It comes from the intervention of the Holy Spirit in the heart. The Bible also says that “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regrets...” 2.Cor.7.10. Guilt then, paves the way to repentance, to salvation and life. It is the first-steps to a changed life. We should not harden our hearts every time we are confronted with our hidden and dirty sins. If we do so, we may be shutting out the Holy Spirit from doing his precious work in our hearts.  But what kind of guilt does the Holy Spirit convict our hearts of? 

First, the Holy Spirit convicts our hearts of guilt in regard to sin. Read verse 8. “When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment.” In other words, the Holy Spirit convicts the heart that we are sinful. The Bible tells us that, “...all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Ro.3:23) This is the condition of humanity. But surprisingly not many believe this truth. However, it is essential as first-steps to redemption. And in verse 9 Jesus tells us the sin most people are guilty of before God. Read verse 9. “In regard to sin, because men do not believe in me.” It is the sin of “unbelief”. Indeed the whole world is guilty of unbelief. The sin of unbelief is at the root of sin. And all other sins are the by-products of the sin of unbelief. Jesus came to this world as the Son of God incarnate. For three and a half years he served us with the word of God and with prayers. He touched our wounded bodies, our broken hearts and empty souls with the love of God. Finally Jesus suffered death on the cross for our sins. Then he rose from the dead to pave the way for us to enter the kingdom of God. The Apostle John concluded the account of his gospel saying, “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and by believing you may have life in his name.” (Jn.20:31) These words must convict us to believe in Jesus, to put our faith in him and hold on to his promises-- promises of love and forgiveness, of hope and salvation. So we must believe-- simply believe. And when we are convicted of the sin of unbelief, we must again simply turn our hearts to him in faith. It is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Second, the Holy Spirit convicts of guilt “in regard to righteousness.” (8) Righteousness cannot be achieved in our lives through human goodness or righteous acts. The Bible declares that, “There is no one righteous, not even one.” (Ro.3:10) With human goodness or righteousness no one can approach God; no one can please God; no one can have a relationship with God. Human pride says, “I am not that bad.” Such arrogant minds and hearts ignore the truth of the Bible which states that all are guilty and unrighteous. Those who are self-righteous by nature are deceived by the devil who has led them to believe that, “I am okay.” When they say such profanity, they are basically saying that they do not need the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross which cleanses from sin and brings righteousness to the soul. Therefore the work of the Spirit is to convict hearts of guilt on account of unrighteousness. The Holy Spirit convicts hearts to repent of the false sense of righteousness and receive the righteousness from Jesus alone. Romans 3:22 says, “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” So what must we do when the Spirit convicts us of our unrighteousness before God? We can only humbly come to Jesus and confess our unrighteousness and receive his righteousness. When we do, we stand vindicated before God, forgiven and regarded as righteous by the merit of him who embraced us. The hymn says, “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” It should be our confession as well. Again, this is the work of the Holy Spirit. 


[There are those who have the habit of defending themselves in everything. They seem to resist all kinds of spiritual corrections, even when they know they are wrong. When they are confronted with the word of God to change habits and denounce sins, they defend themselves. They cannot take a rebuke. This is the folly of the proud mind. It comes from a false sense of self-righteousness. In doing so, they are abandoning the righteousness of Christ Jesus and standing on their own righteousness. But such conviction is the precious work of the Holy Spirit gently leading away from self-righteousness into the righteousness of Jesus. How precious then is the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Godless people say, “It’s all right. Shake off your guilt.” It sounds therapeutic and tickles the ear. But it ignores the truth that godly sorrow or guilt is the work of the Holy Spirit and the door to repentance, forgiveness and life. We need to be humble enough to respond to spiritual correction and the conviction of the Holy Spirit in the heart. Without godly sorrow or guilt, the conscience dies and gives way to a guiltless pleasure-filled life which leads to condemnation. We must thank God for the convicting work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and heed his voice of conviction when it comes.] 

Third, the Holy Spirit convicts of guilt in regards to judgment. Look at verses 8 and 11. As surely as life and death are real in this world, so also is the judgment of God. (Heb.9:27) Every person must someday die and face his Creator God to determine where he or she will spend eternity, in heaven or hell. This is also the necessary work of the Holy Spirit in the heart-- to convict the heart, that judgment is real and imminent. Whether they believe in God or not, every person on earth is convicted by the Holy Spirit to think about the judgment at one point or another. But countless people do not give the thought of judgment the time of day. They are either deceived by the devil’s life that, “There is no judgment,” or “There is no hell.” Or “God loves everyone and will take all to heaven regardless of what they have done.” These are lies because the Bible says otherwise. God has given every person equal opportunity to consider the judgment of God and change their ways. God always warns the people to mend their ways-- to turn away from sin-- to consider the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ-- to listen to the little voice in every person’s heart which tells him or her, “Return to the Lord.” The Bible warns us to repent of our sins, to receive Jesus as Lord and Savior, to give our lives to him. This is the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. No one likes to consider the judgment. Everyone likes to talk about the love of God. But the Holy Spirit does not allow us to be deceived. He patiently convicts the world of judgment that we may turn to Jesus and be declared not guilty. It is foolish to ignore this conviction. We must consider the judgment seriously. In response, we must examine our hearts regularly and live in reverence to the Judge who has mercy on our souls.

