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Go And Bear Fruit
John 15:16
Key Verse 15:16
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit— fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.” 

In chapter 15, Jesus brought up some crucial points about growing as a true Christian. The Christian is intimately connected with God— through Jesus. The Christian faith is a family of close relationships with God and with one another— through Jesus. It is as much a vine as it is a vineyard. Jesus said that the glory of a Christian is in the fact that he or she is in a perpetual and inseparable relationship with God and with Jesus— through Jesus. Jesus related God’s love for the Vine and consequently the Vineyard as well through the constant care for it. When it needs cutting he cuts it. And when it needs pruning he prunes it. And he does all that and more so that his precious Vine would keep on producing good and lasting fruit. 
When we think about what lasting fruit is all about, Jesus’ whole ministry on earth reflected the kind of fruit which lasts forever. Jesus prayed for his disciples and for the world. That is a glorious lasting fruit because Jesus’ prayer reflected the intimate relationship he had with God. Jesus’ prayer also reflected an intense love and concern for others, for those who were near and for those who were far off. Now that’s a wonderful lasting fruit, isn’t it? And that kind of fruit grows only in prayer. How much do you pray? Or do you only talk about prayer? And when you pray, how eager are you to commune with your Savior? Or do you rush prayer so that you might quickly get going to do other things? Are your prayers largely for yourself, asking for mercy or for things you think you need? Or do you pray so much for others that at times you forget to pray for yourself— as Jesus was in the habit of doing? Prayer is a wealth of privileges— an essentially unappreciated privilege— and its fruits are also a wealth of blessings because they are lasting fruits. Stop to consider if your prayers usually reap answers or not. God does not lie. Jesus tells us (16) that God answers prayer. He promised that he would. Then consider that when your prayers are not answered, could it be that you do not pray enough? Or if you think that you pray enough, are you believing what you pray for, or are you a skeptic at heart? Or does it have something to do with the attitude in which you pray? Remember that to God, sometimes attitude is everything! Prayer grows precious fruit borne in the lives of those who genuinely pray. 

When we think about what lasting fruit is all about, Jesus’ ministry perfectly reflected that kind of fruit. Jesus lived the life which he believed would best glorify God. In other words, Jesus lived what he preached. He preached the simple life and he also lived it. When people observed his life, even if he did not say a single word, his life reflected his deep love for God and for God’s word. He lived a simple life, a giving and sacrificial life. He sacrificed important things in a man’s life such as ease and comfort, sleep and privacy and all such conveniences of life in order to serve the less fortunate. And the people followed him. When they followed him, they also heard what he had to say. And when they heard they also believed. And here’s the fruit of it all: When they believed, God worked miracles in their lives. The spiritually lame got up and walked. The morally deficient became rich in honor and decency. Those whose conscience were seared by sin’s mischief came alive with guilt and shame— a good sort of guilt and shame— the kind that brings a person to his knees in desperation for God’s mercies. Now, that was the fruit Jesus was talking about, the kind which lasts forever. 
Faith also lasts forever. And Jesus’ life reflected simple and genuine faith. And his life also influenced others to faith. When you take a hard look at your life, what does your life or your attitude towards life and towards body and soul usually reflect? Does your faith compel you to live such a simple and sacrificial life that when people look at you they think: “Now, that’s a man of faith. His life shines with it. His actions prove it.” Do those who know you outside the church think of you as a Christian? Or do you live a double life— pampering yourself with things, nice shiny things, so much so that others tend to think of you as the same as them at heart? What does our life reflect when others look at us? Does my life actually inspire others to faith? To sacrifice? To hope in the Kingdom? Does it inspire others to make a decision to live simply? Purely? Lovingly? Sacrificially? Does my life inspire others to look to Jesus and to live for Jesus and for his good purpose? Our precious Lord Jesus reflected all these things in his life. And he strongly urged us to do the same. Now, if it’s impossible for a Christian to do the same, would Jesus have teased us to do so? No! Rather all Jesus’ hopes were real hopes, especially his hopes in us and for us, his weakling people. Jesus really hoped that we who believe also bear the fruit that lasts. 

Jesus’ life also reflected commitment. It reflected a deep sense of commitment to God and to the mission which God called him to serve. In a way, Jesus’ commitment itself was one of his most lasting fruits which he bore in the lives of others. When I think about Jesus’ commitment to God and to the life of faith and mission, I feel ashamed of my own level of commitment. Jesus committed himself to the life of faith and mission. He did so because he deeply believed that a life of faith and mission is the kind of life which truly brings glory to God. And Jesus also taught his disciples to commit. When they committed themselves to God and to the Christian life, they never turned back. They committed themselves from the beginning to the end. They did not take back what they had given to God. In times of hardship or struggle, they did not turn back from the life God had called them to live. How many who when life gets tough, turn back from their commitment to God and to the life God had called them to live? Of course, they never admit that they have turned back. Of course, they insist that they are still following God, but in some other way. But that’s the devil’s trick to help ease the guilt of their conscience. Although there are countless ways to which the Good Lord may call us,  when he calls to a certain path of life or mission, He does not later on change his mind. The Good Lord is not a man that he should sway to the whims of emotion or to the press of convenience. A man or woman may decide to take back the life or the path of life they had once committed to the Good Lord, but they must not compound their sin with excuses nor by accusing The Good Lord of changing his mind. In the cause of holy commitment Jesus once clearly said: “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62)  Indeed, commitment is a sacred thing unto the Lord. 
Jesus taught his disciples through his very own life and example then, that commitment to God is a sacred and holy thing. And a commitment to the life of faith is indeed a life commitment! Now, that too was a beautiful lasting fruit which our Lord had borne in the lives of his disciples. Because of his own life commitment, we Christians now have a standard to measure what godly commitment is all about. Regardless of how many influences or teachings rise to define what commitment is; regardless of how strong temptations may arise to dampen to cloud or to redefine what commitment is, praise God that one look at Jesus quickly brings us back to the reality of what genuine commitment is all about, and gracing us on how we aught to live our lives in commitment to the Lord and to his call to faith and mission. Jesus bore lasting fruit here. 
Do you keep your commitment to God when the path gets rough? Does it depend on your relationship with others? Is your commitment based on your circumstances? Does it have something to do with how you feel now and then? How strong is your commitment to Christ and to his calling in your life when others are looking for a way out of it? Is it rooted in faith? Is it based on the word of God? Or is it based on some need you have to belong? Does it waver in times when sacrifice is called upon? Just exactly how committed are you in times of pain and sorrow, trouble or discouragement? Or do you stand in faith at all times because your commitment is a covenant of love and devotion which you made with Christ between the two of you? Or do you often consider backing away from the hardship that comes from such a commitment and to just live as an ordinary Christian in some ordinary church? A Bible student once told me out of frustration: “Don’t challenge me any more to live by faith and mission. That’s good for you, but not for me. I just want to be an ordinary Christian.” Unfortunately there is no such thing as ordinary Christian neither in the Bible nor in history. All Christians are either idle at heart or they are extraordinary Christians. Christian faith and Christian commitment are the most daring, courageous and powerful elements at work in a world detached from God. Does your life inspire such commitment? Do others take comfort in you, witnessing your anguish and struggle in Christ and for Him, and consequently accepting their own as a gracious part of God’s sovereignty? Or do they take courage to leave commitment behind, because in you they see a double standard? 
Jesus reflected commitment to God and the life of faith and mission. In that way, Jesus bore fruit that lasted forever. Many many years later, when Stephen refused to give up his faith, and committed to Jesus and to the gospel way of life to the end, he was martyred. And Saul who was there watched such amazing commitment. He watched such amazing faith and devotion to Jesus. Of course, Saul did not say a word. But on the inside he was seething. He first hated Stephen for not giving in. Later on, Stephen’s commitment brought Paul to his knees. I don’t think anyone else but Stephen could have borne such lasting fruit in Paul’s hateful and spiteful heart. Your life should reflect and inspire commitment. It should inspire faith. When others look at you, they should think “I want to be like that man. I want to be like that woman.” They should want to give up the silly pet peeves they have. They should want to give up their addictions to the world, and their addictions to the comforts of this world, in order to bow the knee to Jesus. They should want to do so when they look at you. And that is not so hard to do. If only you would commit to Jesus again and again and ask the precious Savior to help you begin anew— a life of commitment like himself— a life of faith and of devotion— a life that would change your fruitless Christian life to the most fruitful Christian life in a ministry, in a city, in an nation in the world. 
Jesus’ life perfectly reflected the long lasting fruit that God demands us to have and to give to him. We can be stubborn. We can be resistant. We can be doubtful. We can close our hearts. We can look to other places of worship. We can look to the millions of people who go to church on Sunday and then live their own lives for themselves during the week. But it wont change a thing. It wont change the fact that God will still look for the fruit of his Son’s life in us. He gave us his Son who teaches us every day every moment how to live a life that pleases him and that bears lasting fruit to him. And that does not change if we are stubborn. Still God wants it. And we can still give it. We can give it when we let Jesus into our hearts not only on Sunday or on Tuesday at 3 in the afternoon during Bible study. But when we let Jesus into our hearts every moment— how— when we commit once for all to the life of faith and mission and do not change our mind the moment there is a sacrifice to make, or the moment someone tells us something we do not like to hear or when things are difficult. We must learn from Jesus that precious life of commitment from the first to the last. 
Jesus’ life reflected long lasting fruit. It did in a most beautiful way. Jesus was humble. And his humility was the most beautiful thing you could ever see or witness in a man’s life or a woman’s life—  how much more in the Savior’s life. “What a humble savior” the hymn says. Actually all of heaven and earth sing of Jesus’ humility. His humility is so amazing and powerful that it bore and bears fruit— lasting fruit— in the hearts of everyone who hears of it, and turns his heart to Jesus. The whole world has Christians— real Christians— not just nominal. The whole world has heard of his humility to give and to give until he gave his life. And when those who are sincere heard, then Jesus’ humility bore fruit in their lives from America to the deepest jungle in Africa and to the Amazons. Don’t think that humility breaks a man and makes him look weak and vulnerable. Don’t think that if you exercise humility it will leave you vulnerable to those who would take advantage of your humility. Humility does not make us vulnerable. It is lack of faith that makes us vulnerable. It is slackened faith and loose commitments that makes us vulnerable. It is our doubts and fears that we will miss out on the world and its goods that makes us vulnerable. It is our own struggles not taken to God in prayer that make us vulnerable. It is our anger that God has not done anything yet in our lives that make us vulnerable. But humility does not make us vulnerable. Humility is one of the few and unique instruments by which God hones us to become the best and most extraordinary Christian there is in this world. Humility is God’s tool to smash our useless and interfering pride whose sole mission is to retard our humility so as to distance us from God.

Most Christians know instinctively that humility is one of Jesus’ most endearing characteristics. Most know that humility is a garland on Jesus’ beautiful head, a crown of glory on his heart. Most know that Jesus’ humility is a treasure to personally acquire and have. Most know that humility is a best gift for a Christian to have. Yet when the time comes to exercise humility, when the time comes to humble oneself, the sinful nature rebels and pride rises to smash that person back ten years spiritually. Why is humility so difficult to attain, to exercise, to acquire? Because in our deep hearts, when we search deep inside, we realize that although we ask for it, and we think we are desperate to have it, in reality, in truth, at heart, we really do not want it. When Christians do not humble themselves, or when there is no humility in their day to day life, but only sporadic intermittent humility, then it is because at heart they do not long for it and search for it and come to God for it. Most of us ask for humility by mouth, but do not fight for it as we would for a new ironing board. But humility bore Jesus the cross. And in the cross, humility bore Jesus death, and even as he died, the Savior humbled himself until his humility bought each of us his or her salvation. Jesus did this with humility. He bore eternal fruit through his humility.
We cannot come close to understanding the heart and mind of God, unless we painfully strive to catch a glimpse at humility. And after that, to want it with all our heats. And after that to desire it so badly that we would be willing to do anything in order to share a moment of blissful fellowship with Jesus through our humility. We want to fellowship with Jesus. But how can we fellowship with Jesus when our hearts are stained with huge stains of pride? How can I sit with the precious humble Savior and commune with him when I do so full of pride while he is full of humility? Don’t you know that humility and pride cannot sit together in the same seat? But to commune with the Savior, believe me, you will not be able to in all his sweetness, unless you have labored to humble yourself. Humility fellowships only with humility. Listen to what God says in the Old Testament no less. [Isaiah 57:15] “For this is what the high and lofty One says— he who lives forever, whose name is holy: ‘I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.” Surely then humility bears lasting forever fruit. Humility does not defend itself. It does not regard itself highly. It does not despise those who disciple it. Humility does not seek honor nor glory nor fairness. Rather humility begs to be like Jesus, silent as a lamb led to the slaughter. Many want to be humble, and seek to be trained in humility. But the moment that their pride is injured slightly, they rise up to defend their pride putting their humility to death. How long will you defend your pride? And what for? What has pride gotten you? What has it borne you in sweet fruit to your Savior? Or if pride has retarded you spiritually all these years, why do you hold on to it, as to dear life. Pride is the Christian’s silent killer. It kills all your aspirations to be like Jesus. And this is what you want? Correct? To be like Jesus? 
Jesus’ life reflected the beautiful long lasting fruit God desired in him and desires in us, in all of us. His life, one look inspires us because Jesus loved, truly loved— because Jesus cared— he truly cared— because Jesus prayed— he truly prayed and deeply— not so much for himself and his own needs and desires— for us— that we might received what we would never receive otherwise if my Savior did not pray for me, and did not love me. Have you prayed like this lately? Have you loved someone more than yourself. Are you so proud as to think that you actually fit these descriptions? But in Jesus there is every hope to bear the fruit Jesus bore. 
Jesus’ life reflected the long lasting fruit God desires for all of us. In commitment, in faith, in concern, in humility and more. When we look at Jesus he inspires us deeply and in that there is such great fruit. However there is yet one thing that we did not mention in the long lasting fruit bearing God demands of us. What would push us to the beginning of this long road of learning and growing in Jesus as to hope for our lives to reflect the same fruit God bore in Jesus? This thing cannot be found in Jesus because Jesus cannot reflect it in his life. I will tell you why after I tell you who otherwise reflects it best. John the Baptist taught us where to start when we want to bear the long life of fruit bearing. And he did so before Jesus came to show us the most excellent way. John told the crowds and consequently us as well. He tells the whole world: “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” Repentance then is one of the best long lasting fruit bearing attitudes a Christian must follow in order to please God Almighty. 
Do you humble yourself before God by repenting every time there is cause to repent? If you do not, there is no fruit borne, nor any lasting fruit. Do you rather close yourself against the Lord’s teaching? Does the Lord’s teaching convict us? And if so, why do we rather look away rather than repenting? John tells us what Jesus wouldn’t. Jesus had no cause to repent, otherwise his life would have been the model of repentance. But we learn from others the best way to bear God’s fruit. Repentance, and not just once or twice, but a continuous life of repentance bears good fruit to the Lord. How precious is repentance in and to our lives! King David teaches us repentance in every Psalm. The man repented before the holy words of God in good time and in bad. His life was a continuous stream of repentance. But was he miserable because his life reflected repentance? On the contrary. His was a blessed life, and greatly influential. Even to this very day, David’s life inspires the weak and the strong alike. His repentant life inspires and motivates the sinful as well as the righteous. How blessed was David whose humble repentance speaks to our very heart. May God help us to bear the fruit of repentance through every Bible study— through every testimony we write— in every prayer we raise to heaven. Amen. 
Jesus says to us: “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit— fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.” Therefore, him who chose us also blessed us to bear the fruit that lasts. As much as these words challenge us to cherish God’s grace of calling in our lives, they also inspire us to believe the promise of God that those who are chosen by grace, are also chosen, by that same grace, to bear the fruit that lasts. Go therefore, and bear fruit— the fruit that lasts, this summer and from then on to the very end of the age. Amen. 



