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Relationships
John 15:1-27
Key Verse 15:16
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit— fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”
Strangely, some of the hardest things to learn or to teach are the simplest things. It’s probably how Jesus felt when it was time to teach his disciples about relationships. How do you teach someone about relationships? To further complicate matters for Jesus, how do you teach someone about relationship with God? At the time, people learned about God, but no one dared mention anything about having a relationship with God. It was considered blasphemy to lump in the name of God together with someone else’s name. How much more to consider having a relationship with God! Holy men and women may have communed with God. Prophets may have been instructed by God. But having a relationship! It was unthinkable. Before Jesus arrived on the scene, people and God simply did not mix. And if on occasion it happened that they did, well then, it was a solemn affair, between Master and servant. What Jesus said to his disciples in verse 15 was dawning of a new age. But as we said, that was before Jesus came. 
But when Jesus did come, everything changed in heaven and on earth. One of the most striking changes was the issue of relationships. In other words, Jesus completely changed the way we related to God. Jesus removed the solemnity from the relationship and introduced an intimacy with God so alien to us that it bordered on blasphemy. But it wasn’t blasphemy at all. In fact it was the kind of relationship God had always wanted to have with us. Jesus made God out to be our Father, and he made himself out to be our Friend. For the disciples, it must have been extremely difficult to even consider such a thing. But Jesus did not stop there. He then began helping his disciples develop these new concepts regarding God into what he intended for them to have all along— which is, a relationship with God. Eventually they became comfortable relating to God as their Father and relating to Jesus as their friend. Eventually they grew to understand and to have and to cherish their relationship with God. 
In this particular discourse in chapter 15, Jesus begins this difficult lesson on relationships by telling a beautiful parable. The parable describes the kind of relationship the disciples should have with God made possible through Jesus’ coming to this world. But we must carefully consider these question: “Why is the subject of relationships so important— important enough for Jesus to bring it up towards the end of his earthly ministry”?  The other question would be this: “What does Jesus hope to accomplish by teaching them about relationships”? The answer to the first question is simple. Without a relationship with God, like all other people, the disciples would be destined for eternal condemnation. And that’s no joke— even if skeptics and scoffers make it out to be a joke, neither life itself nor the afterlife nor our final destiny at the day of reckoning is no joke at all. It’s Bible truth. 
There was a time when God and his children were inseparable— like father and son. But sin invaded this blessed union and separated the two until they became strangers to one another. Strangely this terrible separation wasn’t something that people cared too much about. But even though people didn’t care, God deeply cared. So he began to work out a plan to restore this broken relationship. Unless the relationship was mended, God knew that every soul that died without God, died twice over in condemnation. In those early stages very few people found their way back to God, because the way back was terribly difficult and near impossible. Finally God’s plan to restore the broken relationship took shape and form in Jesus. Jesus died on the cross to make this plan work out. In the cross, God offered forgiveness to those who sought forgiveness and reconciliation. And in the resurrection, Jesus completed the restoration by opening the way back to God and his Kingdom. Finally all those who want to have a relationship with God can do so because the door that was once closed is now open. It is a pity though, that not many care to restore their broken relationship with God. They remain strangers to God, content and heedless of their pitiful destiny.  

Why is the relationship between God and man so important then? Because unless we fix our relationship with God, the consequences are terrible. This generation, unlike all that preceded it, is the most pitiful of all. In the name of all the technological advances of the human race they have been robbed of God and of their relationship with God. They have been taught to reason and to gauge life in terms of convenience and of profit, so much so, that God has no room in their piteous lives. The relationships they have are pitifully tenuous and wispy, easily broken or in the process of breaking. Sadly even their relationships with their own fathers or mothers are almost non-existent since these are already broken at their very young age. Relationships— to them are dreams to be dreamt rather than given and realities and rights. Consequently, they would live and die apart from God and having no relationship with him at all. And what about a relationship with God’s Son Jesus? Of all who claim to care, only Jesus truly and deeply cares for them. Yet they are taught to question even that, their only lifeline! In truth, if they would only look into their own hearts, and weigh their own thoughts and feelings, they would have to conclude that they are in desperate need of a Friend in Jesus, and a Father in God. So why is the relationship between God and us so important? Because it is necessary to mend that which is broken. Because unless we take our spiritual condition seriously and make every effort to return to God and to his Son, there is no hope for us, neither in this world nor in the next. But we must mend our relationship with God and his Son. And more than that. We must also help others do so. “Not caring whether I have a relationship with God or not” is a great sin to commit during our lifetime. But “not caring for anyone’s salvation but my own” is by far a worse sin than that. Think on this!
We also need to consider another question. What does Jesus hope to accomplish by emphasizing about a relationship with God? Let us say this again, unless one has a relationship with Jesus, one’s life is a dead end. So we need to reconcile with God. But Jesus did not only emphasize the need to reconcile with God. In this discourse Jesus goes on to emphasize the purpose of mending the relationship. When we have reconciled with God, there is a change in the inner person. And that change reflects in almost everything in our life. Mostly it reflects in fruit bearing. In other words, every Christian who is reconciled to Jesus bears the fruit of that relationship. So, God restores us that we may bear fruit for him. 
Read verses 1-8
. In the gospels Jesus has described his Father God in an array of wonderful images that reflect the true character of God to a world largely ignorant of God. Likewise, Jesus has also described himself in a multitude of ways. But the “the Gardener and the Vine” image really outshine all others. That God is a Gardener is unique and true. From the beginning of the Bible we see how interested God is in gardens and the life that springs out from them. He creates Adam and almost immediately he places him in a Garden. He also instructs him to work the Garden so that it might produce fruit. There would be fruit for Adam and fruit for God. Adam’s fruit was edible and would nourish Adam. But what about God? What fruit did God expect of Adam? God expected the fruit of his obedience and hard labor. As Adam matured spiritually, the fruit of that maturity was the greatest pleasure to God. But Adam fell to sin and that fruit was lost to God for a very very long time. Until Jesus came to this world. 
When the Lord Jesus came to this world, he labored in a different Garden than that of Adam. Jesus labored in the garden of humanity. He obeyed God’s call to live as a sacrificial shepherd. He served the many with the compassion of God. In this world, there are a few whom the world considers important people, because they have money and they hold sway over the affairs of men because of their status. These people do not think that they need anyone’s help, not even God’s help. They despise the rest of the human race because they see in them weakness and failure. Consequently, they segregate themselves from these other people, and build high fences to keep such people at bay. When Jesus came in response to God’s call to rescue us, Jesus came right to these very people who are despised and rejected by the few others who have power and influence. Jesus deeply cared for those whom the few have labeled as useless no-goods. Jesus befriended them and tended to their needs because they were so lonely and heartbroken in their misery and pain. But of all the wondrous things Jesus did, Jesus labored mostly in to raise a few disciples who would take his place in the world to tend to the needs of the countless who would always be rejected and always be cast out. And the glorious fruit which Jesus bore to the Gardener God was the legacy of disciples he raised and left behind to do the same as he did. His relationship with God, as the Vine whom the Gardner had planted was most beautiful and most fruitful. 

Jesus himself is God who came from God to finish the work of salvation which God had begun. He could have worked alone without God. But Jesus did not do so. Rather, Jesus, who emphasized relationship and fellowship, remained the Vine in the hands of the Gardener. While other vines live and die, sprout and wilt according to the situation, Jesus called himself the True Vine because he remained true to the gardener from first to last. True in the sense that Jesus, though hundred percent human and susceptible to all of our human whims, remained steadfast to his calling and mission and servantship to God. He fought despair. He fought discouragement. He fought stress. He fought all the things that ordinarily make us buckle under pressure. And Jesus won over them, remaining true to the Gardener and remaining very much an obedient instrument in the hands of the Gardener. In that way, he bore fruit to God, always, without fail. 

In those first 8 verses, Jesus goes on to relate to us the nature of the relationship between himself and those who love him and follow him—those who have been shown grace and have received the gift of eternal life. While Jesus is the Vine in the hands of the Gardener, his disciples are the branches that are very much part of the True Vine Jesus. How did they become branches? They became branches by grafting them into the Vine. They were grafted the moment they repented of their sins, confessed their faith in Jesus, and were reconciled to God their Father. At that moment Jesus grafted them. But for what purpose? There are many. But first, they were grafted so that they may never wilt and die. They were grafted because apart from the Vine, they would not be able to accomplish what they were meant to accomplish. What were they made to accomplish? This is the answer that Jesus repeatedly has given all his disciples then and throughout spiritual history. Every Christian was grafted into the True Vine so as to produce fruit for God. As Jesus had been a True Vine remaining true to the Gardener, so also the branches must also remain true to the Vine and bear fruit to the Gardener. In other words, according to Jesus’ teaching, we who have been grafted must fulfill our purpose to give the Gardener fruit. 
Jesus then teaches his disciples how to remain in the Vine. This is very troubling. It is troubling because the fact that Jesus teaches how to remain in the vine, gives the implication that there is always the possibility that the branch may not be strong enough to remain on the Vine. The Christian must make every effort to remain in the Vine. He or she does so, as Jesus teaches us, when we remain in Jesus. Graciously Jesus also explains this as well. What does it mean to remain in Jesus that he may remain in us? It simply means to remain in his word, and let his word remain in us. It also means to remain in his love and his love to remain in us. This is a most beautiful teaching. To remain in his word, is to study his words and take them to heart, and then to keep them in the heart. So many people study the words of Jesus, believe them, but never hold on to them enough to make their own life branch strong. Consequently, the branches get weak and eventually fall off. That is a tragedy that we must never allow to happen. And there is no reason for it to happen at all. God has given us the greatest privilege of all, to study his words. He has provided us Bible teachers, and prayer servants. He has given us those who love us enough to chastise us when we have not taken in enough nourishment, and encourage us when we are feeling low. We have no excuse not to study his words, believe them, accept them, and then remain in them day after day that we may mature and bear the fruit God desires. 
Jesus also taught us another meaning of remaining in him. It means to remain in his love. Because we are human, we tend to fail a lot, and we also come face to face with our weaknesses day after day. As such there are many things that suffer when this happens. Others suffer form us when we feel weak and vulnerable. And when we feel weak and vulnerable, we tend to take it out on others. We make others suffer with us, even more than us. But what suffers the most is our faith in the love of God. When we face our human nature from time to time, we feel that God’s love has grow weak in our heart. Sometimes we doubt the love of God. Sometimes we stop believing that God loves me. Then we do not bear fruit—the very fruit which Jesus shouts at us to bear at any cost. So we must learn to remain in Jesus’ love. We must trust the love of God at all times. And when we do, we remain in Jesus, and he remains in us. And the result of this is that God makes us fruitful.
Read our Key verse 16. “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit— fruit that will last.” Here we see that it was not us that have chosen this life style and this blessed calling to love as our Lord loved. But it was entirely by his one sided grace that we have been chosen and called to be like him, to lay down our lives like him, to bear the fruit of love like him. At the same time, our Lord chooses his people with a clear purpose— to bear fruit— fruit that lasts. Indeed Jesus saved us in order to bear fruit for God in and through us. And this fruit is lasting fruit. What then is the fruit that lasts? It is the fruit of eternal life. Just as Jesus loved us unto death and through his death, brought eternal life to our hearts, so also must we strive to bring this eternal life that God promised for all who believe. A Christian must love others not emotionally, because our emotions fail us; but through serving others with the word of God— the word of truth— the word of life— until when? Until they believe the gospel, until this word of life bears eternal life in their souls, until they live forever in the kingdom of God.  Praise God that he has called us to this glorious task. Who is able to meet this task? No one! But when we are willing to obey Jesus, he enables us through faith by his mighty power to live up to our calling, to bring others to eternal life through faith in Jesus. 

Read verse 16
 again. How precious is our Lord Jesus who teaches us how important we are in the work and history of God. Who in this world can say such a thing, confess such a glorious confession— that God had chosen me personally and he has done so for a purpose? Everyone who has been touched by the grace of Jesus, washed by his precious blood and blessed by his divine calling. It is no small thing to be chosen by Jesus. No one can choose himself or herself. Only God and his Son Jesus can and does choose us. And in life there is nothing more important than being chosen and called by God to serve his good purpose. It is all part of God’s plan to restore our broken relationship with him. And he has done so at the cost of his Son Jesus. Praise God who has sought us out in order to restore his relationship with us— and in order to choose us to be the heralds of the gospel to the ends of the earth.  Mostly he has chosen us to go and bear fruit in the lives of all who are still suffering with a broken relationship with Father God. As Jesus came to bring the life giving gospel to us; as Jesus has come to serve our needs when we were needy and sinful; as Jesus has raised disciples to take his place in God’s world salvation work, so also he has called us to do the same. May this be your lasting fruit. 
� “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” 





� You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.





