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The Way To Remain In Jesus; The Way To Please God
John 15:1-17
Key Verse 15:5
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

It was the last night of Jesus’ ministry on earth. Jesus had been with his disciples for almost three and the half years so far, raising his disciples to carry on his ministry of salvation to the world. Three and the half years was hardly enough to teach them anything, let alone to teach them how to bring the gospel of life to all people. In truth, we are not even sure if fifty or a hundred years would be enough to equip them with such an enormous mission. Yet Jesus knew exactly what he was doing. Three and the half years would have to be enough. Throughout these years, he could barely teach them spiritual basics. And whatever else they needed to learn Jesus entrusted to faith. Here we are not talking about the disciples’ faith. Jesus needed to entrust them to his own faith. Faith that God Himself would continue their spiritual education, building on the foundation Jesus already established in their hearts until their lives mimicked His own life in every way. Jesus’ faith for them and his faith in God was infallible, an absolute kind of faith which absolutely trusted that today’s weak and frail men of persistent failure and of constant defeat would change to become the saintly apostles of tomorrow. And he was right. Absolutely right. It was not luck or wishful thinking that eventually changed them. Rather it was Jesus’ own faith. And one more element yet. The Holy Spirit who entered their hearts after the resurrection and continued the teaching which Jesus had begun some three and the half years ago. History attests to the fact that this medley of raggedy men, as well as women, and guided by the Holy Spirit, dispersed the gospel seeds throughout the whole world, the fruit of whom— we are. 
Which brings us to the heart of this chapter, yet another session of Jesus’ last minute teachings to his disciples on the night of his betrayal and on the morn of his death. Of the thousand and one subjects that Jesus needed to hastily teach them, the question arises yet again— what was at the top of Jesus’ list of urgent last minute teachings? What would strengthen them in their hour of excruciating emotional pain and of spiritual confusion? What would be the thread that would necessarily bind them to Jesus and one another when Jesus was finally cut off from their lives and taken to heaven where he belongs? He had already taught them the way to fight their separation anxiety. “Trust in God, trust also in me” he had told them. He had already assured them that even if they were to be cast off from this earth, it was not worth their struggle since they already had rooms prepared for them in the Kingdom Of God. He had already introduced them to their new Bible teacher— the Holy Spirit— their eternal Counselor and Friend. Now all that remained was to tell them why— why God had invested so much of his own personal glory in them, as well as investing so much of his own Son’s glory as well. To what purpose and to what end? And one more thing! While they are achieving the purpose of all his teaching and his grace in their lives, how would they supposed to maintain this grand blessing? 
Regrettably most Christians both modern and ancient have no clue as to why God saved them, besides the already worn-out cliché reason that “God loves me”. Surely God loves us, and surely he saved us because of his great love for us. But there is a Biblical reason why God saved us that goes way beyond the “love” reason. And most don’t know it because they either fail to study the Bible or because they are so self-centered that they cannot see God’s grand design past their obsession with themselves. Like children who think that the whole world revolves around them, that the whole world exists only to please and to serve them, these children of God cannot fathom that the spiritual universe is slightly bigger than them. But the Bible has been shouting from the beginning of time about God’s purpose for human life, both this one and the one to come. And it has something to do with bearing fruit. Ultimately God saves us to rescue us from the useless and fruitless and meaningless life we would be living had Jesus not intervened to save us. Indeed, this is what Jesus wanted to teach his disciples in this his last hours with them before his departure in death and resurrection. How beautiful is Jesus who throws cold water on our snug souls to wake us up from our selfish dreams. God our father wants fruit from the lives of his children. And no described it as beautifully as our Lord Jesus has in this chapter. 
Fruit. God wants us to bear fruit in our lives. He teaches us on this last night before his death of the importance of bearing fruit to God. But in order to bear the fruit which God wants from our lives, Jesus also teaches us what it takes to be able to bear this fruit. We cannot bear fruit in our lives even if we were the most spiritual and religious of souls in this world. Jesus tells us that very plainly. No one can bear fruit on his or her own. It takes the hand of God to do so. And Jesus teaches us how that works as well. It works when we make a conscious decision to remain in Jesus and He remain in us. It was one of his last teachings. It was one of his most important teachings. We can be a master Bible teacher; a most sacrificial person; a prayer warrior; a great do gooder; and more. But if we do not know how to remain in Jesus and we do not know how to invite Jesus to remain in us, all that we are and all that we strive for spiritually is nothing if we do not come to God carrying fruit in our hands,. And Jesus is not talking about bananas and apples here. He is talking about the fruits of the Christian soul, that upon the work of the Holy Spirit aso works salvation in the hearts and lives of all people. Let’s think about Jesus’ words in chapter 15 then, and let’s think on them carefully.  
Jesus began this special teaching by talking about relationships. Particularly Jesus helped his disciples understand what kind of relationship He himself has with God, and then with them, and ultimately also with one another.  Jesus taught them that he himself is the Vine— the fruit bearing vine. He also taught them that they themselves were the branches in Jesus’ vine. Through this, then, we can see the essence of Jesus’ relationship with his disciples. It is a relationship of life. The Vine— Jesus— sustains the branches. The branches need the Vine in order to live and to prosper. Read verses 5 & 6. If a branch is to carry out its purpose in life, it must remain in the Vine. Otherwise what will happen to it? Surely, it will die. It’s common knowledge. It’s something that every human being can see in nature. It is not hard to understand that unless a branch, any branch, remains attached to a vine, that branch cannot survive. 

But Jesus did not emphasize this point about life mainly because it is common sense that without Jesus, there is no life. On the other hand, it is also common sense that where Jesus is, there is life as well. After all, Jesus is the Master and Creator of life. But what Jesus did emphasize to his disciples regarding his relationship with them is the grand purpose of such an intimate union with Jesus. It is for the sake of bearing fruit. God the Gardener wants to see fruit on the branches. It is his will and desire. Jesus made this point very clear in verses 2-4. Please read them. It is the Gardener’s pleasure that the Vine produce fruit. At the same time, it is also the Gardener’s pleasure that the branches that are nourished by that great Vine bear fruit. It just makes good sense that if the branch is to be nourished by the vine, that branch is also expected to bear fruit for God. It was exactly why Jesus emphasized and reemphasized this point. No Christian can escape this simple Biblical truth, that the branch on the Vine must bear fruit or it would be cut off. 
A relationship with Jesus bears fruit. Anyone who has the right relationship with Jesus will most definitely bear fruit. But if that relationship is not right or is strained, that branch will hang there from the Vine, sickly and limp. There are many branches just like this in the fellowship of believers. A Christian inmost desire is that almost always he or she wants to be a branch that bears fruit for God. It is in our nature to give back to the Vine from what the Vine has given to us— the branches. That too is common sense. But the question is how can we remain attached to the Vine. 
Read verses 4 & 5. For the person to be strong enough to bear the fruit God requires, he or she must remain in Jesus, and Jesus remain in them. How blessed are those who find life in Jesus by remaining in him. As it is life is too lonely. As it is life is difficult, difficult enough that it wearies people and makes them unfruitful and apathetic. But Jesus came to bring us life. And to bring us union with him and with God our Father. 
When Jesus talked to his disciples about the Vine and branch relationship, he also taught them how to remain in him that he may always remain in themRead verses 7 & 8. If we are to remain in Jesus and he to remain in us, Jesus gives us three commands to follow. The first of which is to make sure that his words remain in us. The words of Jesus are words of life. And as long as we have the words of Jesus in our hearts, we have the words of life, and consequently we have life as well. 
Jesus also taught his disciples the second command which they ought to follow in order to maintain a healthy bond with the Vine. Read verses 9-11. Jesus’ words are life and they are life giving. They bless our hearts and give us strength to remain in the Vine. This is not a business-like relationship. It’s intimate and precious, worth our all in order to secure it.  And it begins with love and trust. The child of God who seriously wants to remain in Jesus, and Jesus in him, must trust God and must also love God dearly. We must accept the love of God unconditionally. We must not doubt the love of God ever. Instead we must dwell on that love until that love remains rooted in our hearts. And what happens when the love of God remains in our hearts is marvelous and beyond words to describe it. We begin to cherish every word of Jesus. We begin to love them. We begin to obey them. And when we obey them, we then fulfill the purpose of every branch which is to bear fruit for the Gardener. No one can bear fruit when he or she remains in doubt. Rather we bear nothing but fear and confusion and anxiety. But when we trust and love God, then every word of God is meaningful, and in obeying it, we bear fruit. 
Read verses 12-16. One of the hardest things for human beings is to love one another. It is the same for Christians as well. The hardest thing for Christians is to love each other. But unless Christians do, the time in which they remain in Jesus and Jesus remains in them is very very short. Truly unless we love we fail. We fail to bear fruit. Love has been the best fruit bearer in history. It is why Jesus urged us to love one another. To love him and then to love one another. 
When Jesus confessed in verse 13 that “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” Jesus was setting down the extent of love that one Christian should love his or her fellow Christian. But love does  not stop with other Christians. That kind of love extends even to the stranger, to the unlovable, to the unworthy, even extends to ones enemy. For Jesus himself set the example by giving his life for all sinners. And Jesus wanted his disciples do the same, for the stranger; How much more then for the brother and friend in Christ! 
When we assess our hearts, and sometimes find that our most basic essence has gone away, which is love, we must make every effort to restore love in our hearts. Restoring love is not easy. It takes sacrifice. It takes a brave man or woman to confess freely that I have been selfish and have no love for others. It also takes effort. But as a commitment to the Jesus who died for our sins, we must love each other sacrificially. Then and only then will this glorious teaching in John 15 bear the proper fruit in our hearts and in our midst. Read verse 12 & 13. “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” 
Read verses 16 & 17. “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.” It is no small thing to be chosen by Jesus. It is no small thing to bear fruit for God as we are required to do. But Jesus emphasizes that to love each other is the first step to bearing fruit to God. So as Jesus said we must ask God to help us do just that. His promise that whatever we ask in Jesus’ name God will do, is as powerful and encouraging as can be. What then to ask for? Of course, what Jesus wants from us all along. To bear fruit. To love each other. To remain in his word. To be exemplary Christians. And by our actions, to show the world that we are Christians, the branches on the Vine that bear the good fruit to God. Praise God who teaches us how important it is to remain in Jesus. And how important it is to bear the fruit for him. Amen. 



