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The Promise Of The Holy Spirit [Part II]
The Counselor; The Teacher
John 14:1-31
Key Verse 14:25,26
“All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”
Chapter 13 of this gospel marked the last phase of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Other gospel writers refer to it as the famous “Last Supper”. They describe the communion and the Covenant Jesus made with his disciples in his own flesh and blood. On the other hand, John uniquely describes the events of the Last Supper by telling us about the feet washing ceremony Jesus had with his disciples. And John does so in order to relate and to exemplify the magnificent love of our Lord Jesus. What master would wash his students’ feet? What master would again and again reveal the great love he has for his disciples? What master would demand that his followers learn the essence of love from him in order to carry on the legacy of love he himself had begun, especially in a ungrateful and hostile world such as ours? Precisely, then, John tells us of the Great Master and Lord Jesus who determined to “love his disciples to the end” and who charged them to “love one another as he himself had loved them”. Throughout the ages the apostle John has been known as the Apostle of love. Uniquely he captured the true essence of Jesus’ love and related it to us in beautiful way. He shows us that love is more than words. That love must be manifest in action. In chapter 13 John begins teaching us the rudiments of love when he describes to us love in terms of servantship. Jesus loved his disciples. So he served them! That was the message. Then Jesus bid his disciples to love one another. And we cannot mistake the meaning of for anything less than a kind of love that serves others. It seems that John was eager to teach us the importance of love when it comes to our relationship with Jesus; as well as its importance in our relationship with one another. 
Then, again uniquely, John relates to us a most important conversation which took place between Jesus and his disciples, the night before he was to be crucified. Chapter 14 is the amazing conversation between the Master Jesus and his disciples on the night of his departure from them. The author John, who was the youngest of all disciples at the time, saw Jesus and their last night with him from a very unique perspective. Like a child who was about to lose both parents to a terrible accident, this knowledge alone, compelled him to write down the almost visible tension and fear that permeated the atmosphere on that fateful night. He begins by telling us that Jesus sensed the overwhelming despair in his disciples’ hearts. None of them was willing to talk about their fear and anxiety. Like most people in the world, they would rather cover up their problem rather than risk exposing their shame, the disciples were captured by this horrible sprit of fear, yet none would talk about. It was then that Jesus, the Good Shepherd, brings up this serious and deadly problem to the surface. He begins his counsel by openly revealing their problem. They were full of fear and anxiety. The other problem was that they pretended not to have that problem. In deep love, Jesus begins teaching them how they, grown men and women as they were, can and should fight against their fears and anxieties with a weapon which they all had, yet at the same time hardly used. Faith. And the Kingdom Of God. To be more precise, they could and should overcome all their fears by putting their faith in the Kingdom Of God. 
Jesus understood that they had faith. He had been building up their faith from the first day he met them. Time after time, Jesus had taught them the power of faith. Of course they believed in God. They also believed in Jesus. But such faith is not enough unless they put it into action. Jesus urged them to put their faith in him; he urged them to trust him; more fundamentally he urged them to trust his words. All this time he had been teaching them about heaven. Heaven is not a fictional place existing only in fairy tales. But heaven is a real place where Jesus came from, and where he was returning to, and where someday they too must get there. This faith, in the Kingdom Of God that is, was the best faith to have at a time like this. They must trust that regardless of how hard life is, and regardless of all the hardship and difficulties they must go through as Christians, the reality of the Kingdom Of God never changes. And based on that truth then, they can and must face up to any challenge life throws in their faces. In history, and after John had recorded this chapter for us, every true Christian at heart who put his or her faith in Jesus and his words, and consequently in the Kingdom Of God, overcame all the anxieties of life. But overcoming these anxieties was not the main reason they must put their faith in the Kingdom Of God. That faith should grow and be used as a powerful tool of a disciple is the main reason. Jesus did not want them only to stop worrying. He wanted them to stop worrying so that their faith may work powerful things in their lives and in the lives of others. Jesus challenged their faith to rise above the ordinary so that they might accomplish many things for the glory of God. Jesus loved them. And his love for them compelled him to challenge them to overcome their fears and anxieties, so that they might accomplish the mission God had in store for them. 
Most people are paralyzed with fears and anxieties. When we examine these fears and anxieties we honestly can see that most of them are groundless and useless; designed to do nothing but to paralyze the Christian and to make his or her life absolutely useless and fruitless, which is contrary to God’s plan for each of us. This then was Jesus’ love as recorded by John. They were fearful. They looked useless even after all this time with Jesus. Jesus should give up on them. But his great love compels him not to give up on them. Rather he counsels them to have faith. Particularly to have faith in the Kingdom Of God. What does that mean? Most people, even most Christians, live in this world as if it were the only reality there is. They believe in heaven but not in the way God wants them to believe in it. To them heaven in a nice place to go to after one dies. But according to Jesus, heaven is the home of God and of the Christian. Even now, the Kingdom Of God is our home. This faith alone is powerful faith. It is powerful however, when we realize that we should not be living for the things of earth, nor hope for them, but rather we should live for the Kingdom. When we finally understand that all things on earth, all that we hope for an live for here, is destined to perish, and we shift our hopes to the Kingdom, it is then and only then that our faith truly becomes formidable faith. When Jesus counseled his disciples to overcome their fears and anxieties with faith, Jesus was actually challenging their perishing hopes in this world. We fear what we may lose. We are anxious over what we may not have. Our fears are closely related to our hopes and desires in this world. So Jesus helped his disciples understand how important it is to replace their worldly hopes with living hope in the Kingdom Of God. And so, when their hopes change, so does their power as a Christian. Our false hopes really bind us and keep us down, attached to the world and to worldly things, and afraid of everything. How terrible it is when people go through life afraid of everything, afraid of the day and what it may bring, and afraid of the night and afraid of people and of taking chances, and anxious about their finances and troubled about their future. So many people, even good Christians seem to always live in fear, even when they call on the name of God, their hearts are full of uncertainly. How can we change our spiritual situation? We can change our situation when we change our hopes. And that requires one thing and one thing alone. Jesus told his disciples very clearly to “trust in God and to trust in him.”  When our hope leaps to the Kingdom Of God, we are set free from fear and faith becomes our great weapon to do all that God has destined us to do. Every person knows in their deep heart that God had called them for special service. Jesus therefore, speaks to every heart to turn itself from fear to faith. It was Jesus’ great love that compelled him to teach his disciples and us these things.   

In chapter 14, Jesus taught his disciples and us another kind of spiritual love. It is that love that does not hide the truth but reveals it, and in this case, it is a love that challenged their small, mundane and earth bound hopes and urged it to be heaven-bound. In this Jesus was challenging them to overcome the world. To overcome their own slavery to the world, and to its dead hopes. At the same time, Jesus was fully aware that even if they had great faith, and even if they decided to get rid of their earthly hopes, they would still be up against a formidable enemy who is superior in power and in strength. The devil is a terrible enemy. Most people do not believe in the devil, which is one of the devil’s best strategies to keep people blinded from seeing God, and coming to God for help. The devil likes to be disguised. He disguises himself in mythology and in fantasy. Most of all he disguises himself in philosophy and religion, in intellect and in reason. What this means is that as long as people think that they are far too smart and intellectual or modernistic in religion to believe such fairy tales, the devil remains hidden best. But the disciples were not foolish not to believe in the devil and his schemes. They had seen first hand the work of the devil as he ruined lives and possessed people’s lives until he made their lives and the lives of those who love them miserable. The disciples deeply understood the reality of the spiritual world and what good and evil can come from there. And this is precisely why they also feared much. They knew their own weaknesses, and they knew their frequent helplessness in the face of the devil’s work. Jesus knew them well. And for this reason he needed to let them know that fighting for faith, and fighting against the fears that fill human hearts, cannot be done with their own strength. He needed to assure them that it can and will be done, but by his continued assistance. But he would not assist them as he had been doing so far, that is, in the flesh. He would do so now in the Spirit. Jesus introduced them to the truth of the Holy Spirit. It was to be one of the most comforting and strengthening teachings in the history of the Christian faith. 
During the events of the Last Supper, John related to us three chapters that are filled with the promise of the Holy Spirit. In chapter 13, he talked about love, and taught us love. Love is servantship. He would serve them. And he demanded that they love and consequently serve one another in love. Then Jesus began a discourse with them about overcoming fear, in putting their faith in him and in the Kingdom Of God. In chapter 14, he taught them that love is God coming to them, living with them, and being in them. It was the greatest love they had ever seen or tasted or witnessed. But before Jesus could do so for them, Jesus taught them that there was a condition. But let’s make something very clear. Love is unconditional. The Love of God for his children, wayward or not, is absolutely unconditional. That God loves us is an absolute truth— a given. It never changes. And that God continues to love us regardless of all things, is also a given. That never changes either. However, in order to commune with God on a love level, on a faith level; in order to receive all the great and glorious benefits of a love-exchange between God and us— sinners— Jesus teaches us the truth in verses 23-24. He says: “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.”  Yet again, our Lord Jesus defines the essence of love to his disciples, as well as to us. The condition; The essence of the relationship; What truly heartens our God and swells his heart with pride and joy— is the obedience to his words. This is at the heart of our fellowship with Jesus. 
The world dreads its own anxieties but it refuses to come to God with them. Rather the world prefers to solve its fear and anxiety problems through other means. Still, no human method works. Christians on the other hand, want to have a beautiful love relationship with God, and fail. They fail not because God is unwilling, but because they are unwilling to heed the condition and the command. To them obedience is an outdated thing of the past, and the popular motto is that “we obey no-one.” But ironically, even those who are most opposed to the concept of obedience, they themselves bend their neck to the demands of their own flesh and to their own desires, and obey their own sinful hearts as slaves obey their masters. They cherish freedom, wishing to obey no-one, yet, as soon as the sinful nature calls out to satisfy itself, they jump to obey. 
Jesus our Lord showed us the alternative of obedience to our sinful nature, and to the call of nature. Since man is destined to obey something or someone in his or her life, Jesus bids us obey him. At the same time, this obedience would not only put a stopper to the demands of the sinful nature, it is also a powerful testimony of love for the Lord, the Christ who loved us and freed us from the pull of the sinful nature through his death on the cross. Jesus bid all of us who claim to love him, he bid us obey him. And that is the beginning of a beautiful and long lasting love relationship with God. But not only that, obedience to Jesus also opens the way for the Counselor, the Holy Sprit to come and live in our hearts, and guide us in faith to higher grounds. Jesus knew that his disciples were not strong enough to fight against the sinful nature. He knew they were not strong enough to subdue their desires. Not strong enough to fight all the fears and anxieties that assail them each day, day after day. So Jesus understood that they would need him night and day in order to fight and to win this battle for their soul. And he promised and he fulfilled his promise. The Holy Spirit would be first, (as we discussed last week) the fruit of obedience to God’s word. And the Holy Spirit would be, second, the invisible best Bible Teacher they had ever had. 
Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would be known to them and would come to them, to be with them, and in them. It was a glorious promise to all of us who genuinely want to rid ourselves of all the demands of the flesh and to give in and obey the holy demands of the spiritual nature. Most people, Christian and non-Christian, deeply within their hearts want to do what is right. They want to be good. They want to please God. They want to make a difference in the physical and spiritual world alike. Most want to accomplish in their lives something holy and be remembered for their good. But mostly they fail. They fail mostly because they have no one to help them fulfill this holy desire which springs in their hearts and is quick to fade in despair. But Jesus promised us. He promised us that there is no failure for the one who has the Holy Spirit in his or her heart, since the Holy Spirit is the promised Counselor whom Jesus sends to take his place in our lives. According to Jesus, spiritual life begins only when the Holy Spirit comes to make a home in our hearts. And He comes only to obedient hearts. And He comes only when we, who want to fellowship with him, repent of our sins, ask for forgiveness through Christ, and invite him to take over our hearts and to guide our lives in Christ. This was Jesus’ first teaching about the Holy Spirit. But we must also look at the second teaching, equally as powerful. 
Read 14:25-26. “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” This is another beautiful teaching of Jesus to his disciples in regards to the promised Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is our Invisible Teacher whom the world cannot see but whom we see with the eyes of our hearts, and whom we hear with the ears of hearts as well. But what will the Holy Spirit teach the disciples? There are so many false teachings about the Holy Spirit in history such many have been confused and faulty in their knowledge and understanding of the Holy Spirit and his works. The Holy Spirit never teaches anything on his own. Of his own. He never contradicts the Bible or the words of Christ Jesus. He never gives any direction to the soul seeking direction, which does not come from the word of God itself. There have been many false teachers in history claiming to commune on a one to one basis with the Spirit of God. They have brought nothing but pain and anguish to the many who listen to their false teaching. So what is the true rightful teaching? Let us hear it from the mouth of the Savior himself. Read verses 25-26 again. “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” All things will the Holy Spirit teach, all things, according to the words of our Lord Jesus. The Holy Spirit will not introduce a new teaching to us, we need not fear that. The Holy Spirit rather will teach us what Jesus has been teaching us all along. The only difference is that now the Holy Spirit lives in the believer’s heart now encouraging, now rebuking, now directing and now advising, all according to the words of our Lord Jesus. 

Today let us thank God for the gift of the Holy Spirit, the Counselor whom Jesus sends to those who believe in him who have committed their lives to him. We must make up our minds to let go of the worldly hopes, and begin to put our hopes in what really matters, which is the Kingdom Of God. On our own we cannot do so. But praise God who promised us that the Holy Spirit will help us until we have achieved the goal of our lives which is to honor and glorify Jesus and to enjoy him forever thereof.

