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Life And Resurrection; Do You Believe This?
John 11:1-44
Key Verse 11:25-26
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’” 

Saint Paul once said: ”I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.” (Philip. 3:10-11) Of all the things that the saint could have desired in his old age and while in prison! He could have desired some better sleeping accommodations; a few extra candles for his rotting eyes;  a bit more food, and a blanket. He could have prayed for an early release. But look at the stuff saints are made of! He wanted to know Christ a little more than he already did. Actually he wanted to identify with Christ in his suffering; he wanted to experience Christ in his sacrificial death; and most of all he really wanted to be with Christ in the resurrection. Let’s look at the stuff Saint Peter was made of when he said: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade— kept in heaven for you.” (1 Pet. 1:3-4) Of all the things he inherited from his Mentor and Friend Jesus, saint Peter tells us what he himself hoped for the most; one, was everlasting life and two, the kingdom of God, or heaven. It seems that both saints so different in almost everything, were so alike at heart. And what made them alike was the shining faith they had in the resurrection. In other words, they had what we call resurrection faith. Because of that they held a very healthy view of life and of death. This means that they had the smarts to see life and death from God’s perspective, and then to also live life in a way that brought perfect glory to God. 
But where did these two saints, as well as the countless others who also had shining resurrection faith, get their shining faith? Naturally they got it from Jesus, who declared himself the “resurrection and the life”. They not only believed this truth in their heads as most Christians seem to do, but they believed it from their hearts. And what does it mean “to believe it from the heart”? Simply it means that they believed it to be not only true but also effective; A truth they could fully trust as well as rely on in every situation of life; A weapon or tool to aid them in their daily little struggles of life as well as in their daily big battles of life as well. This is what it meant for all Christians down through the generations to believe the resurrection from their hearts; but more so, to believe that Jesus himself is the resurrection and life; that He is the power and that he holds the power that equips Christians to be and to do all that God wills them to do in life. Everything in our lives hinges then on how we believe this simple truth of what Jesus declared about himself. He tells us, as he told Martha on that day, that he is the resurrection and the life. It may be hard for us to truly understand the full meaning of this declaration. But no matter. There is no excuse in doubting it or ignoring it. There is no excuse in reading over it as if it were some minor or sideline teaching. It is rather a central teaching, a pivot and a crux to everything we believe. Even for the non-Christian this teaching is powerful enough to seal one’s life and destiny; enough to escort a person to heaven or to hurl him to hell. So even though we may not be able to fully understand what it means that Jesus is the resurrection and life, God has give every human being a measure of understanding to believe it from the heart. And once a person has begun to believe from the heart that Jesus is the ‘Resurrection and the Life’, well then, so many things begin to happen in that heart. We cannot get into all that happens to that heart, but simply, eyes and ears open up; things that once seemed hopeless, suddenly seem hopeful; things that once seemed impossible, become the most possible of things. Why? Very simple. Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life! We realize that we are not in charge, but that he is in charge. We are not alone, he is with us. We do not know where are going, but he does and he will guide us. We have no power or skill to do this or that, but he has and he will help us. As I said, there is nothing small or trivial about this teaching which Jesus gives us in this passage.

Ultimately, there is one question and one question alone which makes the big difference in all things, especially in how we will view life and death, or how we view daily situations, or how we react to life’s daily goods and bads, or how we influence ourselves, our own thinking, and feelings, as well as how we influence others. Mostly there is that one question which will determine whether we will walk out of here today empty or full, happy or sad, strong or weak, even good or bad. Look at verses 25-26. Jesus asks Martha the question, but he as well might be asking each one of us, since the day nears when all people will be called to answer it. “I am the resurrection and the life” [says Jesus] “He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this.” What will we say? What will we do? 

Here is a woman named Martha who had to answer this question on the spot, under the most harrowing of circumstances. How she answers this question will determine so much in regards to her difficult circumstances. It will determine so much in regards to her personal faith in Jesus as well as to the power of her faith in Jesus. It will determine much in regards to the choices she will make in her life from then on. Will Jesus become greater or less in her life of faith. How much will she choose to surrender to Jesus and how much will she choose to hold to herself. Will she learn the secret of contentment in her situation, or will she remain a nag and a difficult person to be with. How much of what Jesus teaches her on a daily basis will become a useless knowledge to stow away or a divine treasure to draw on in times of trouble. Surely this Martha stood that day on the cusp of ‘Resurrection and the Life’ without knowing it. She faced perhaps the most important question of all time. 

This innocent hillbilly of Bethany named Martha had no idea that all generations to come after her will stand indebted to her simple faith to quibble with Jesus about his Person and his Works. It was because of this Martha’s simple and growing faith that we have a timeless teaching on hand. A teaching that we need to look into always, whenever we read it or study it, whenever we come across it, we need to look at it with humility and with awe. For unless we give God Almighty due honor, we face the danger that such a life-giving teaching will end up no more than a useless bit of knowledge that so many Christians are guilty of setting aside in some obscure corner of their hearts. We must not let such a truth as this slip past our heart-sensors. Rather we must stand prepared to answer this question with all the faith that our hearts can muster. 
There are several shocking elements in our story here. One of them of course, is Martha’s argument with Jesus about Lazarus’ condition after four days in the tomb. Another shocking element in this story is Martha’s insistence that there was nothing wrong with her faith at all, that her faith was absolutely in good standing, but that rather there was something terribly wrong with Jesus’ own sense of time and timing as well. Let’s trace Martha’s shocking behavior towards Jesus. 
Read verse 21-22. “’Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” This was Martha’s own subtle way of rebuking Jesus for being late in coming. Had he been here earlier, then Martha figured, that her brother would not have died. These were very painful words for Jesus to hear. Though Martha never doubted Jesus’ love, we cannot but see a hint of doubt in her words. To Martha, love meant action, but not just any action, but action and response to her own needs. She needed Jesus to come early enough to heal Lazarus. When Jesus did not oblige her in the way she had expected him to, then she gave room for doubt to come into her heart. As Christians we must never doubt the love of God, especially when we things do not happen our way, especially when we do not seem to get what we ask for. That is not love at all, but a touch of selfishness. More than that, God is under no obligation to answer all our prayers, nor to all that we want him to do, nor is it good for us to use God towards our own benefit. Jesus is God in heaven. We must not doubt his love. We must also not doubt the way in which he chooses to answer our prayers and the way he chooses to fulfill our desires. Rather, in order to protect our hearts from such selfish doubts, we should train our hearts to say “thank you Lord” several times a day, especially when things do not go the way we want them to. Martha should not have doubted Jesus’ love. Martha should not have assumed that Jesus’ love was lacking when he did not do for her what she wanted him to do for her. There are many in God’s history who are like Martha when it comes to God as well as when it comes to those who are close to them. They measure love by their own standards, according to their own needs and the fulfillment of their own desires. When they are not granted their selfish desires, they look down on those who love them the most. 
But although Martha’s faith in Jesus’ love slipped a little, her faith in Jesus himself did not waver. Look again at verse 22. She believed that God would grant Jesus whatever he wanted. We are not sure exactly what she meant by this, since later she did not quite understand that Jesus was actually going to raise Lazarus from the dead. Yet, we marvel at her immovable faith. Still her faith was lacking and she needed to bring it to God in order to refine it and make it stand strong in the face of life. 
There are still other shocking things in the conversation between Martha and Jesus. Read verses 23-27. “Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’  Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she told him, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.’” Martha shocks us with the power of her arguments. If she would only listen to what Jesus was trying to say to her, perhaps she would have understood what Jesus was talking about. He was talking about a Now-Resurrection and not a Later-Resurrection. He was talking about a power so powerful that it would literally raise the dead to life. He was talking about a faith so powerful that it would never again bow down to any difficulty, hardship, trouble, tragedy or sorrow. Jesus was talking about Himself, the Prince and Author of Life itself and of the Resurrection itself. He wanted her to open her ears and heart wide open in order to hear the good news that Life itself was talking to her, urging her to believe, promising her to overcome, giving her hope now and forever that death is no longer a thing to fear nor to dread; that death no longer has any power. Even though death is still working in the world, it was no longer the master of itself, that death had now become subject to Him who conquered it; that death now had a new master, One who commands it according to His own purpose. If she were listening, she would have understood that Jesus was telling her that although death had taken her brother, it was no accident nor was it random, not was it meaningless. Jesus was teaching Martha to trust Him, who has life and death in his hands, who puts life and death to work according to his own good purpose. If she had been listening, rather than arguing with Jesus, she would have had cause to wiper her tears away, lift her head to heaven, and say “thank you Lord” “Although I am in the throes of death, I stand in your grace, subject to your power, trusting your good purpose, and believing from my heart that I have nothing to fear nor to sorrow over, because you are here with me, and your love is ever here to guide me and to bless me. How wonderful it would have been if Martha had decided for once in her life to listen rather than to argue or bicker, let alone with God. 
Jesus would ask the same of us. "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” To Martha and to Mary, Jesus meant for them to believe that death was no longer in control, no longer a problem, an end to all things, but that death was only the beginning of a new thing, the beginning of the resurrection. How glorious it is to believe this from our hearts, that death is not the end but the beginning of the resurrection, the beginning of life, the beginning of new things that glorify God. Surely our lives mimic this scene in front of Lazarus’ tomb. Daily there are challenges in life that seem like death to the Christian at heart. Daily we face situations that seem to be the end, and for the most part, we do not like ends at all, since they usually mean loss or losses for us. But in reality Jesus who is the Life and the Resurrection extends his invitation for us to believe from the heart— to trust from the heart— to take it to heart that as long as we stand in the presence of Jesus, as long as we lean on Jesus, as long as we rest in the bosom of Jesus— we have the assurance of life and of the resurrection. Moreover, we have grace and power to live in the here and now with resurrection faith and with resurrection power as well. 
Read verse 40. “Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’” Martha was a woman of strong head and of stubborn character. Even in the presence of the Lord Jesus, she thought and felt and acted at times independently from the grace and truth of the Lord Jesus. It was a spiritual habit that hindered her faith as well as the faith of others on many occasions. Still, Jesus deeply loved her for her faith and for the love she showed God and his people. Jesus figured that at some point Martha would see her know-it-all and semi self righteous character, and would bitterly repent and turn to Jesus in complete faith and trust. But for now, Jesus had come to do something that would shake the world forever. Jesus wanted to raise Lazarus in spite of all the unbelief and doubts that marred the hearts of people and dampened the atmosphere of faith. Jesus ordered the stone of the tomb removed. One last time, Jesus rebuked her in the hearing of others so that all may learn that resurrection faith must rise above all else in our hearts. Didn’t I tell you? Shouldn’t you begin to believe? Will you believe for the glory of God? After this Jesus went ahead and called this man out of the tomb and back into life. Jesus revealed on that day that he alone has power over life and death, and the author of the resurrection. And Jesus calls us to believe. He calls us to have resurrection faith at a time when faith is almost gone from the hearts of most people. We must believe and glorify God with our faith. May God help us to put aside death and make room for the resurrection to rule us and our people and our churches and our nation. Amen. Read our key verse again. Verses 25-26.  



