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I And The Father Are One
John 10:23-42

Key Verse 10:27

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”

After Jesus healed the blind man of chapter 9, the opposing Jews began to plot Jesus’ death every more so seriously. Then only a few days later, when he raised Lazarus from the dead, it seems as though it were the straw that broke the camel’s back. They became relentless in scheming against him in order to find a reason to put him to death. But why this hatred, and why such unreasonable hostility against him? Of course, there was no good reason to justify their excessive hatred of Jesus, but Jesus himself gives us a clue as to why they hated him so much. In chapter 10, Jesus talks extensively about a subject that was always so dear to his heart. The subject of the “Shepherd” or the “Good Shepherd” as Jesus puts it. Jesus Himself reasons that hated him simply because he was a good shepherd, and they, on the other hand were bad shepherds or no shepherds at all. In chapter 10 Jesus reveals to the whole world, and especially to the opposing Jews, that they were not doing what God had intended for them to do. God wanted them to simply be good shepherds. He wanted them to take care of such people as the blind man of chapter 9. But instead of taking care of him as a good shepherd should, they had left him to suffer all alone. They had looked down on him for being blind. And they had justified it by considering him a terrible sinner who did not deserve to see nor to be blessed by God. 

On the other hand, when Jesus met the blind man, he did everything within his power to help him. Jesus not only helped him physically to regain his sight. But he also helped him spiritually to change his view of himself and of God. Jesus helped him see that God really did not have anything against him; that he was not blind as a result of God’s punishment for something he had done in his life to deserve this fate; that he did not have to sit back in life and just be a useless invalid man; that God actually had a purpose for him to glorify God in his life. Jesus showed this blind man, and consequently all his disciples as well that he or they did not have to look at life and its problems as tragic dead-ends but to see life and its problems from God’s view as opportunities to mature spiritually and to serve God. In this Jesus really was a good Shepherd for this blind man, for who else in this world would take the time to help such a person to go from a nameless and useless troubled and troublesome nobody to a historical figure of enormous influence on the Christian world and community that Jesus was building up for God his Father? And sure enough, this blind man as well as 12 other blind disciples were able to perfectly see their lives and their situations from whole new perspective. So on the day that Jesus healed this blind man, we can say that so many people were actually transported from a dark and ugly and scary place in life to a bright and hopeful place right there next to Jesus. Jesus was really a Good, The Good Shepherd in every way. And all his disciples then and now could follow in his example if only they would be willing to take a new look at their lives, and at what God wants to do with their lives. 
Jesus the Good Shepherd really worked a miracle on that day. He taught us that things are not so bad, not as bad as they seem to be. The troubles we face are not so bad. They are no tragedies. There are no tragedies nor troubles where Jesus dwells and where we dwell in him with him. Troubles are no dead-ends where the Good Shepherd and his influence goes. Day to day setbacks are not the end of the world. Difficult teenagers are no reason for anguish. Hard times are not disasters that need be avoided by all means. The Good Shepherd, when he is invited into our troubled hearts and minds shows us another world where all such troubles are no cause for tears but rather wonderful opportunities to watch God at work mending healing putting together pieces that are broken leading us to better and higher places of grace and joy. The Good Shepherd came full of Goodness; he came to help us look at God and at our lives and the lives of others with the eyes of the Good Shepherd who is with us night and day molding us into the person God wants us to be. 
But, so many more people totally missed what Jesus was trying to do on the day in which he healed the blind man. So many people turned their heads in unbelief. Many turned their eyes away from Jesus and his healing work. And in that darkness they could only gripe and complain. Especially the opposing Jesus could see nothing good in what Jesus had done. They only saw laws broken. They saw a useless man given a blessing he did not deserve. They saw their own authority undermined. They were like children who see their parents’ love and discipline as attempts to punish them while disregarding their feelings. They were like childish people who mistake love with hate, and who mistake attempts to help and educate them with unfair attacks on their freedom. They were blind men and women who saw everything with an inverted view. In brief they could not see Good Jesus, nor the Good Shepherd. In their extreme selfishness, they could not see Jesus’ selflessness in stretching a hand to bless them to come out of their blind spot into God’s bright light. When a man or woman think that they whole world centers around them, and that everything that happens in the world is for them or because of them or against them, that man’s or woman’s world is too small and their eyes are too dark to see any good done for them. The opposing Jews were like this. They only saw what they could only see through their tiny vision and narrow hearts and thick skull. They could only see what their own hearts and eyes reflect back at them. Pitiful people. The reflection they see is usually as twisted and corrupt as they are. Such people as the religious and educated Pharisees could not see what the Good Shepherd Jesus was doing. They only saw a personal attack on their own person, and determined all the more to discredit the blind man as well as to discredit Jesus. 

But the Good Shepherd would not be thwarted so easily. Jesus the Good Shepherd had a big heart— a huge heart—  to embrace even such as they. He saw them as troubled children who had been given too big of a responsibility to be able to handle it. Jesus then taught them in chapter 10 that unless they change their attitude towards Jesus and his words, they would remain blind. Worse yet, unless they change their view of Jesus and his words, they were destined to become bad shepherds, or as he called them robbers and thieves, as well as hired hands. To the Good Shepherd Jesus, unless a man or woman take up the cross of their mission and be what God wants them to be, and do what God wants them to do with their lives, he or she would eventually fall in a category of people who are totally apart from God and opposed to God. And this includes everyone, even the Christians of our own generation. 

Jesus did not come to call only 12 disciples. He came to call all people to be Good Shepherds as he is. He came to call all people to do as he does which is to shepherd the people of God. He came to call us all to be witnesses to the gospel of life, and to be teachers of the truth of God, and to be guides to those who do not know how to come to God or how to go to God. But God did not leave us without a way in which we could fulfill our mission. He gave us a Bible. With it we can help the helpless and we can shepherd the shepherdless. It does not take skill or knowledge. It only takes a humble heart who knows how to serve the word of God humbly and graciously. He also gave us a gospel story that has in it enough power to change any person’s inner heart and inner life. And that too does not require skill nor knowledge. It only requires a humble heart— a humble heart that believes that the gospel is itself and of itself a power to change people. But unless we take up what God called us to be and to do, we would end up being either a hired hand or a thief or robber. Who is a hired hand? A hired hand is someone who does the work any work for a profit or a reward. If he or she sees no profit nor a reward in what they are doing, that person simply leaves the work; he or she do not care; why should they care since those they are serving do not belong to him or to her? And who is the robber and thief? A robber and thief is someone who gets involved in something not because of a conviction of heart, but to take what is not theirs but what others have worked very hard to acquire. For this reason Jesus the Good Shepherd taught the opposing Jews not to be hired hands and robbers, but to be good Shepherds. They were created by God to be Good Shepherds. So they must do what God wants them to do rather than do what they want to do. If they persist in doing what they want to do, something terrible happens. They end up fighting against God and against God’s will in their lives. In the end, they are caught and cast out from God’s presence. Jesus really did not want that to happen neither to his disciples nor to the opposing Jews who were too proud and too blind to see what tragic end they might be heading into if they persisted in their own way. Jesus hoped that they would open their hearts to Jesus and to his word. Even to this day, God is ever hoping hat all who hear his words heed them. 

Still, when we review Chapter 10 from beginning to end, we cannot see any progress in these opposing Jews’ attitude toward Jesus and his words. Rather we see only regress and stubborn resistance to all that he was teaching them. Read verses 23-24. — — — — — —  Jesus had told them a hundred times if not more. He had done many miracles in their presence, enough times to convince even the stones of the temple that he was the Christ. But still they asked him to tell them who he was. It is remarkable that Jesus still does not abandon them, even after such blatant refusal to trust him. Instead Jesus gives them again a very basic teaching in order to help them one more time see the truth plainly and believe. 
Read verses 25-30. “Jesus answered, ‘I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are one.’” Consider the full gospel of eternal life which Jesus gives these non-believers with all the love of a father towards his doubting sons. Jesus talks to them so lovingly and so plainly as if he is pleading with them to take his words to heart. Jesus plainly taught them that the miracles themselves testify to the truth of his words. Jesus performed many miracles among them. But the greatest of miracles were not the healing miracles that changed the appearance of people, such as the blind man who could later see, but rather the miracles that changed the inner heart where no one can reach nor touch nor change. The blind man was a fatalistic man. His life was as if it were nothing. Only God knows what wounds his heart might have harbored and what pains he had that we cannot see. For who can see the inner heart of others, no one. Yet, Jesus changed this man’s inner heart. His greatest change and the greatest witness to his change were these few words: “I was blind but now I see.” Only a changed heart touched by Jesus and his miracle hand can utter such beautiful and convicting words. Only the heart of a changed man or woman can confess to the world that God has healed me and blessed me and brought me out of hell into eternal life. 
Why didn’t they believe? Jesus tells us why. He tells us that they did not believe simply because they were not his sheep. Whose to blame that they were not his sheep? Was it God’s plan not to include them as his sheep, and therefore, they had no choice except not to believe? Not so. Listen to why they were not his sheep, as Jesus tells us. They were not his sheep not because Jesus did not want them nor call them to be his sheep; they were not his sheep by their own choice. Look at verse 27. “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” They were not sheep because they did not listen to his voice. When Jesus spoke they turned a deaf ear. When Jesus spoke, they thought of other things rather than think on his words. When the blessed Jesus spoke, rather than drink from the well of eternal life found in his word, they complained and criticized and accused of many things. When they should have been listening they were doing something else. God speaks to us all the time. He speaks to us through his words. He speaks to us through the many precious moments of the day. He mostly speaks to us through his word in the Bible. We have a choice to listen or not to listen. And we must reap the consequences of whether we listen or not listen. Jesus tells us that they did not believe because they were not his sheep. And then he tells us why they were not his sheep. Because they did not listen to his word when his word spoke to them. We must remember this. God’s word is powerful and life giving and life changing— but only to those who listen—  to those who are his sheep. 

Look at verse 27 again. What happens when Jesus words are spoken to his sheep’s heart? Jesus tells us that they listen. And when they listen, something beautiful happens. Jesus gets to know them and they get to know him. A deep love relationship grows between sheep and shepherd when the sheep listen to Jesus’ words. Finally what happens when they listen to his voice and grow in a relationship with him? Finally they also follow him. They follow him because they love him. They follow him because they trust him. They follow because they know that he leads them in the right and beautiful way. The Good Shepherd leads them and they follow. Even if he leads them in hard and difficult places the sheep follow because they love him and trust him. They will go with him anywhere he goes, without questions and with utmost trust. How beautiful is the heart that follows Jesus without questions, without doubt, without complaint, anywhere, wherever he goes, just because they love and trust him. There are millions of Christians in the world. But how many actually listen to the Shepherd’s voice in the Bible, and by listening they grow in trust, and by trusting, they also grow in absolute confidence that wherever the shepherd goes they go. The world is full of many kinds of Christians. But in all honestly, we must do our best to be the kind of Christian who trusts Jesus and his words absolutely; the kind who would go not where we want to go but where Jesus our Good Shepherd wants to take us. Today, we must purify our hearts; making new vows to go where Jesus goes and not where we want to go. 
Jesus tells us what happens to those who follow him. Read verses 28-30. These words are blessed words of comfort to all those who follow Jesus wherever he takes them. Sometimes when we follow Jesus we must go to places we do not want to go. Going to ask forgiveness of someone we offended is not a pleasant place. Going to difficult places where others are hostile to us is not so easy. Going to the closet to pray for the souls of those whom we love is not easy. There are many places we would rather not go to. But Jesus our precious Shepherd promises us that in following him, we have no worries at all. He leads us to eternal life. Mostly he also holds on to us and never lets go. It is a great comfort to know that when we trust Jesus to lead us, and when we follow him in his walk of faith and in his walk of mission, nothing can be more comforting than to know that no one can snatch us out of his hand. Jesus was so sure of this that he said it two times. Neither can we be snatched from God’s hand nor from Jesus’ hand. We must know this and believe it, and in believing it we must do everything possible in our lives, daily lives and future lives to go with Jesus and do what he wants us to do until we are united with him in heaven on that blessed day. Amen. 
