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I Am The Good Shepherd

John 10:1-21

Key Verse 10:11
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”
Jesus repeatedly said of himself, “I am the Good Shepherd”. He also said of himself, “I am the gate”. Perhaps these are two of the most fitting descriptions of Himself. He is the Good Shepherd for many good reasons. But Jesus himself tells us that he is the Good Shepherd because he laid down his life for the sheep. At the same time Jesus is also the “Gate” because in and through Him, God made it possible for us to return home to our Father God. There are many things to learn from Jesus’ words in chapter 10, and we surveyed some of these last week. But we have to return to this chapter once again to look a teaching that is easily ignored considering how spiritually charged is this particular chapter. The subject of relationships. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who gives his life to rescue the sheep from condemnation, and the Gate which leads them to the Kingdom of God. But we cannot ignore the fact that with Jesus, what he does for us his sheep is not merely a rescue operation, but a love relationship. He tells us that there are many hired hands who do things like this for a price, some for a living, and others for social or spiritual merit. But with Jesus, it is never for personal gain, and it is always for love. A Love Relationship is what Jesus wants to reveal to his disciples, that they might in turn learn shepherding the flock of God and leading them to their Good Shepherd Jesus.  
Read verse 1. “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.” From the start Jesus teaches us the importance of motive. Even in the work of God— the work of salvation— throughout the ages, somehow there always were those whose motives were impure. There has always been shepherds in the work of God and at the same time there has always also been thieves and robbers. How can we know the difference? Jesus tells us how very clearly. In history, there were those who served God’s purpose with absolutely no other motive other than to please God and to help God’s sheep to find their way back to God. Abraham went after those who kidnapped his sheep Lot from the city of Sodom. He spent everything he owned and risked his life in many ways to rescue a sheep who was not even worth rescuing. When he had done so, the spoils he ended up having from that battle were fit for a king. Everyone expected Abraham to keep the loot for himself since he earned it justly. But Abraham had no desire to keep even a penny from what he had gained. He gave it all back to the wicked people of Sodom. What is also amazing is the fact that Abraham did not force Lot to follow him after his rescue. He felt the loss when Lot turned his back on him. Why didn’t Abraham keep anything for himself? Why didn’t he talk Lot into following him? It was because Abraham’s motive was holy and pure. He loved his sheep and did what he could to rescue his sheep. And never for a moment did he consider what he himself should get out of it. He was a good shepherd like our Lord Jesus. People like him are the fabric that makes God’s history as beautiful and righteous as it is. He puts to shame those who serve God and at the same time expect something for themselves from that service. If we are God’s shepherds we aught to learn how to serve God with no motive except that which honors and glorifies God. Luke 17:10 is a good reminder for us of pure motives when we set out to help someone or to do what God had called us to do which is to shepherd God’s people.  

Read verses 3-5. “The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice.” This is the glorious relationship Jesus really wanted to teach his disciples between the Shepherd Jesus and his sheep. It described the kind of relationship Jesus wants to have with his sheep, his disciples and his people. What is one of the most comforting things to know in life? That we have financial security? That we have nice homes? No. There is no comfort in any material thing on this earth. Everything perishes, sometimes right before our eyes. Best friends become enemies overnight. Husband and wife split up after years of intimate relationship. Father and son go their own way. That is the situation of the world we live in. There is one comfort, however, for Christians and for non-Christians if they would listen. It is to know that my lonely soul does not have to be lonely. That there is Someone, though I do not see him, who sees me and knows me. More that that. That there is someone who loves me and watches over me even when I sleep. There is no more comforting thing in this world than to know that I have a Shepherd in Heaven who knows my every thought, my pains and my troubles, my joys and my secrets, yes even my sins and failures — and who plans day and night to help me and to guide me and to bless me until I can lift my head high and proudly declare that “the Lord is my Shepherd I shall not be in want”. It is a tragedy that so many people have no idea that Jesus does not want to condemn them but that he truly wants to embrace them in a love relationship. This… is the most comforting reality in this wretched world for me and for you and for anyone who opens his or her heart to what Jesus is telling us in this chapter. We suffer in a world with too many false, fake, sour and souring relationships. We see the failures of our relationships. We long to fix them and we cannot. But the truth is that we can. We can when we fix the most important of relationships in our lives— and that is the relationship we must have with Jesus. When that is fixed, all our relationships will be well, since they must be built on Christ and on Christ alone. It is truly comforting to know that even if no one likes me, if no one knows me, if no one understands me, there is that One alone who can bring the sparkle of joy back into my life. No wonder the king David who owned half the world was not happy with it until he lifted up his voice to his Savior God and confessed: “O Lord, you have searched me and you know me— For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” (Ps.139:1,13,14)

Read verse 4. “When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.” Jesus tells us something else about relationships— especially that holy relationship with him. The sheep know the shepherd’s voice and so they follow him. How can we know the shepherd’s voice? We know his voice when we are committed to listening to the voice of truth rather than the voice of lies. In this world, half the people confess that they are Christians, that they know Jesus, that they are going to heaven because Jesus loves everyone and will not let anyone go to hell. These people have no idea about the truth. They have no idea about the shepherd’s voice. They are used to listening to lies. They listen to those who preach lies about God. The tragedy is that they do not listen to the word of God. And if they listen to the word of God, they twist the word of God to match their own thoughts and feelings. They claim to know God, but the reality is that God is a stranger to them. They are not Jesus’ sheep simply because they do not listen to the Shepherd’s voice. They listen to the voices of their own mind, and to those who preach from pulpits made of silver and gold bought with the money of those who want to buy salvation with their money. But Jesus sheep are different. They know Jesus. They know his voice. They know his voice because they have made a deep love relationship with him by opening their Bibles every day and reading  and meditating and praying until they know the voice of the Shepherd, versus the voice of liars and such. We are Jesus’ people and his sheep. We must know that a love relationship with him begins with loving and heeding his word. Even when his words challenge us and rebuke us and brings us to our knees in tears, it is better than having a relationship based on lies until one day he becomes such a stranger than we do not know him any more. I urge you to consider this carefully. In our day and age, lies are rampant and many are peddling the gospel for personal benefit and for profit. Don’t listen to them! Listen instead to the voice of the Good Shepherd Jesus who has your best interest in mind and in heart when he tells you that “If anyone would come after [Him], he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow [Him].” (Luke 9:23)
Read verse 7. “Therefore Jesus said again, ‘I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep.’” Jesus’ words, “I am the gate” tells us one of the most significant truths of all time. We have been cut off from God from the beginning of time. There was no way to God since God is in eternity and we are living in an ephemeral world. But since man cannot live apart from God, men have invented ways of looking for God and going to God. Man cannot live apart from God. For this reason mankind have made up religions and philosophies that in reality do not work. We cannot go to God. Only God can come to us when he chooses to. And he has chosen to come to us in and through our Lord Jesus. God made Jesus the gate to God and to his kingdom. He has made Jesus the gate to a relationship with God. If anyone wants to know God and come to him, there is no way other than in Jesus. he is the Gate. But we also must understand how God enabled Jesus to become the gateway to God. God did so through Jesus most precious sacrifice. When Jesus died on the cross for our sins, suddenly the gate that was closed, became open. God opened it so that all who are looking for God might find him. It was a most precious sacrifice. It is an insult to God when men claim to know God apart from Jesus. All those who claim to know God apart from Jesus are attempting to enter into the presence of God in an illegal way. They will be discovered. And they will be thrown out of the presence of God. As for us, we must be humble enough to realize that the only gateway to God is through Jesus. 

Look at verses 14b and 15. “...I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- just as the Father knows me and I know the Father-- and I lay down my life for the sheep.” When Jesus said that he knows the Father, he meant that he knew his Father’s will for his life. It was the will of God to send Jesus to this world as a ransom sacrifice for sin. (Jn.1:29) Jesus loved God more than he loved his own life. At the same time, God also loved Jesus because Jesus obeyed his Father’s will to carry out world salvation. In the same way, we ought to love God too— not by mouth but with a heart that can manifest this love through obedience. 
“I know my sheep and my sheep know me” is one of the most beautiful descriptions of the relationship Jesus wants to have with us. How beautiful it is that our Lord Jesus wants to have such an open relationship of love with his people. To know him, and to be known by him. This is the ultimate relationship with God. However we must also know that in knowing Jesus personally is an invitation to know the will of God in our lives as well. Every person who enjoys a love relationship with Jesus must also confess that he or she will do all they can in order to fulfill the will of God in their lives. May God help us to learn the will of  God for my life and to bend to it as a reflection of the love we have for Jesus. Amen. 
In chapter 9, Jesus healed a man born blind on the Sabbath. No one cared for this man who suffered in blindness. One day Jesus came into his life and cared for him. Jesus loved him and wanted to have an intimate love relationship with him. But to do this Jesus had to risk everything. When we think about this truth a little more, we realize also the extent Jesus had to go in loving us and in building a love relationship with us. How beautiful it is that Jesus risked everything to seal a love relationship with us. We must not abuse it. We must cherish it and pour gratitude before the throne of God everyday for it. Who are we that Jesus should risk all in order to bring us out of darkness, to bring us out of condemnation, to bring us out of loneliness of soul, out of the meaninglessness of life and its many tragedies, and to give us life and blessing. Who are we that Jesus should do that? But he did, and in doing so he showed us the way of the Good Shepherd. He also showed us the way of a true love relationship. Jesus not only wanted to have a relationship with us, but he also hoped that in this we too may humble ourselves in sealing holy relationships with one another. This for the glory of Jesus. Not for our selves but for Him who gave everything that we should be his precious people. 

In this world, we have a big problem of indifference and heartlessness toward others. But even if no one cares for us, there is one who cares deeply for us. Read verse 16. “I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.” Jesus’ “other sheep” are those who are not the physical descendants of Abraham. The Jews were chosen to be blessed and to live by faith and mission and chosen to bless others. But they abandoned their sheep and gave up the life of faith and mission and forfeited their blessings. When Jesus came he saw the world abandoned and condemned by the shepherds. And then Jesus did something. He embraced all the abandoned sheep as his own and brought them to his pasture through his sacrifice on the cross. We were those abandoned whom Jesus embraced. And now from among us, Jesus has also raised shepherds to bring other sheep in.

Jesus also came to give us life and to give us life abundantly. (10) Without Jesus the Good Shepherd, life is empty and meaningless. Even if we own the world, without Jesus, our heart is empty and crying. Without Jesus, we live selfish and aimless lives and end in misery. Without Jesus we have no idea what to do in this up-side-down world. But when Jesus becomes our Shepherd, we see the world with his eyes-- and our lives are different. In Jesus those who are lonely are no longer lonely, but have a Friend-- Jesus; those who are hopeless find hope in Jesus; And the many of this world who are unloved--- find love in Jesus; and those who cannot love others can begin to love others in Jesus, through Jesus; those who had no reason to be glad in this depressing world, can be glad because their hearts are blessed by Jesus. We can do all this simple because we found the Good Shepherd of our lives, who cares for us. Surely with Jesus, life is beautiful and abundantly fulfilled. Glory be to Jesus, the Good Shepherd who came to restore our empty lives and make them abundant in his life and with his life. May we come to Jesus the Good Shepherd for shelter and for salvation, for faith and for mission-- and for everything else that we need as we live for his glory. Amen.  

