A Door Of Hope





Hosea 2:1-23


Key Verse 14,15





1.	Read Hosea 2:1. Who are the “brothers” and “sisters” God refers to? (Refer to Hos.1:2) How should God treat them and why? (Refer to Hos.1:6,9) In spite of their shameful history of unfaithfulness, what hope does God give them in Hosea 2:1?  What is the assurance upon which this hope is founded? (Refer to Hos.1:10,11) 





2.	Read Hos.2:2. To whom does God now turn his attention? How does God reveal the seriousness of his charge against his bride Israel? What is she guilty of? What do the words “from between her breasts” imply? In what way is she to blame for the consequent spiritual condition and suffering of her children? (4,5a) 





3.	What shameless acts of adultery and unfaithfulness did Israel commit against her Husband God? (5b, 8, 12, 13a) What, of all the sins Israel committed, grieved God the most? (13b) In what way does the sin of “forgetting God” result in the dreadful consequences Israel was to soon face? How can we avoid such an inexcusable sin? List the consequences of which God forewarned his bride Israel regarding her persistence in sin? (3, 6, 7a, 9-12) 





4.	 Read verse 14. Although his bride Israel had forgotten God and denied him her love, how will God show that he still loves her? How does he plan to reveal his love for her? What does the “desert” symbolize? Why would the “desert” be necessary in their situation? How is sending his bride to the “desert” the expression of God’s love?





5.	Read verse 15. What does this verse reveal about God’s purpose in sending his bride to the desert? What conclusion did God hope his bride would reach during the time of her suffering in training? (7b) What does the “valley of Achor” mean? What is God’s promise to those who accept their necessary “deserts” as God’s love?  What is the “door of hope” which God promises for them? What do the words “youth” and “Egypt” imply?  





6.	Read verses 16-18. What are the fruits of God’s “desert” training for his children? Read verses 19-20. What absolute promise does God make to his repentant bride? When and through whom did God fulfill this particular promise? Why is this promise irrevocable and binding for all time? Read verses 21-23. What would be characteristic of God’s promise when he fully restores his bride? 
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