A People Without Understanding





Hosea 4:1-19


Key Verse 4:1





1.	Read verse 1. What charge does God bring against his people? Why is this so serious? What does God mean by “no faithfulness”? “No love”? And "no acknowledgement of God"? Why must all people acknowledge God? (ref. Heb.11:6; Rom.1:19,20) Why must we love him? (ref. Deut.6:5)





2.	According to Romans 1:18,21, godlessness is not circumstantial but deliberate. Read verses 1-3. What is the fate of a society and people who deliberately reject God? How extensive is the influence of their sin? 





In verses 1-3, God accuses the people of deliberate godlessness and points out its outcome. Read verses 4-5. How did they deal with the sin problem that was ravaging their lives and their nation? What does this show about them? About the extent of such godless influence?





4.	In verses 6-9, what charges does God bring against the spiritual leaders? What was the priests’ problem? Why have they “rejected knowledge”? What is the foundation of true knowledge? How did the religious leaders abuse their sacred trust? What happens to the nation whose spiritual leaders reject the word of God? 





5. 	Read verses 10-14. What punishment awaits both the people and their priests? How is this a punishment? What is the mark of “a people without understanding”? 





6.	Although God’s people of the southern kingdom of Judah upheld the word of God, what was God’s warning to them? (15a) With what attitude must they maintain godliness and spiritual life? (15b-16) How is “stubbornness” a bane for “a people without understanding”? Why is it foolish to be stubborn with God? (ref. Acts 26:14) What did “stubbornness” lead Israel to? (18-19) On the other hand, what is the mark of “a people with understanding”? (16b)
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