I Desire Mercy, Not Sacrifice





Hosea 6:1-10


Key Verse 6:6





1.	Read Hosea 5:14-15. What judgment had God pronounced on his wayward people?  How might this judgment be particularly more severe than God’s previous judgments on them? What did God require of them? Why was God so certain that they would eventually admit their guilt and return to him? 





2.	Read Hosea 6:1-3. How do the people of Israel respond to God’s judgment? What pressured them to make such a decision? What is the flaw in such a decision? What, in their words, testifies to their undeniable guilt, and their capacity to repent? In what way is this most human beings’ problem?





3.	Read verse 4. Why was God not moved by their decision? What reason does God give for rejecting their repentance? Why was he so broken hearted? What kind of repentance does God seek of his people? What kind of love? How is “loving God” and “sincere repentance” similar? 





4.	Read verse 5. How had God repeatedly tried to help them to repent? How was God’s discipline tantamount to God’s love? (ref. Revelation 3:19; Hebrews 12:5,7,11)





5.	Read verse 6. Why did God’s people need such severe discipline? What did God want them to learn through this? What does it mean that God “desires mercy not sacrifice”? “Acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings”? How do their actions reveal their inner person, the desires of their hearts and their hopes?





6.	Read verse 7. To whom does God compare them? Why? How did Adam break covenant with God? What was the result? In what way were the Israelites’ actions also acts of disobedience to God? What happens to a people who break covenant with God? (8-10) What is God’s message to his people in this chapter? 
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