When The Lord Began To Speak Through Hosea





Hosea 1:1-11


Key Verse 1:2





1.	Read verse 1. Who was Hosea? What do you know about Israel’s situation at the time? What might have been God’s purpose in regularly providing prophets for his people throughout their history? 





2.	Read verse 2. What did God tell Hosea to do? What kind of wife did God tell Hosea to take for a coworker? What kind of children would he have? What reason did God give Hosea for his unusual demand of him? What sin of Israel grieved God? 





3.	How is such a direction for Hosea God’s grace in his life? How would such grace affect him personally? Can you think of anyone else in the Bible who received such costly grace? Why does God shed such costly grace on his servants?





4.	Read verse 3. How did the prophet respond to the Lord’s difficult command? How would you describe his obedience to God’s command? (Gen.12:4) 





5.	Read verses 3-5. How else did God intervene in the prophet’s personal life? What reason did God give for this equally difficult demand? What sin of Israel was associated with the name “Jezreel”? (2 Kings 9:36-10:11) What does God intend to do to Israel? In what way would the prophet’s life be a reminder of God’s imminent judgment on Israel?





6.	Read verses 6-9. What names did God want Hosea to give his other children? What reason regarding Israel did God give Hosea? How had the sins of his people compounded? How did God try to coax them to repent? What does this tell us about God’s purpose in warning his people? What additional light does this shed about God who wants to use his servants to fulfill his purpose? 





7.	Read verse 10.  God’s tone seems to drastically change in verses 10-11. In spite of God’s repeated warnings and Israel’s imminent destruction, what hope did God still hold out to his people? What shows God’s faithfulness to them in spite of their waywardness? 





8.	Read verse 11. What future promise does God give to all his people? Who is the Leader God would raise, and what would he do? (Deut.18:15-19; John 1:45, 5:46; ) What, in verse 11, reveals that they would take God’s promise to heart and renew their faithfulness to God and to his purpose? How does this promise also reveal God’s hope for all mankind? 





*	Why might God’s words in verses 10-11 have been a source of comfort to Hosea in his difficult mission? What can we learn from this lesson about the purpose of marriage? Of family? The role of our children in the work of God? The sin of unfaithfulness and its consequences? God’s hope and promise to those who are suffering the consequences of their unfaithfulness to God? 








