“When I Found” You





Hosea 9:1-17


Key Verse 9:10





“When I found Israel, it was like finding grapes in the desert; when I saw your fathers, it was like seeing the early fruit on the fig tree. But when they came to Baal Peor, they consecrated themselves to that shameful idol and became as vile as the thing they loved.”





	Most people would not have a clue as to why, when they work so hard to achieve something they consider to be good in life, such as financial stability or every day human comforts, quickly spoils in the palm of their hands.  They would not have a clue as to why what they sow with sweat and blood, which should otherwise yield them a generous harvest of benefits and gains, yields them instead a generous harvest of anxiety and tears. God had an answer for his people in this matter; [if they sow the wind, they will most certainly reap the whirlwind] (Hosea 8:7). In other words, if his people go chasing after what seems to be good in their own eyes, rather than pursuing what God considers to be truly “good” in his own eyes, his people are then likely to reap the fruits of their own desires, which is disaster. God had instructed his people time and again about the reality of chasing after the things of this world, no matter how appealing or reasonable they may seem to be. God had repeatedly told his people that whatever the sinful nature desires in this world, is for the most part “no good”, and will harm them in the end, even though it may offer them a small measure of comfort for a short time. At the same time, God gave his people what is truly good, and instructed them to pursue it with all their hearts. He first gave them his Word in written form that they might know him and that they might make him known to the whole world. But regretfully, they “rejected what is good” (8:3), and chased after the wind. In the end, whoever gets distracted in chasing the wind, cannot possibly catch it, but will instead end up falling off the cliff. God did not intend for his precious people to fall off the cliff. But when they continued in their stubbornness to chase after their own dreams and desires, they began to lose their spiritual faculties. First, they lost their ability to distinguish the spiritual meaning of certain words. For example, God’s loving words of love and concern began to sound more and more like the words of a harsh and unfeeling taskmaster. In the end, as they heedlessly approached the cliff of their demise, the final tragedy played out in their lives. As they came within a few feet from the cliff, desperately, God called out to them to be careful, to look out, but by now his words were like a foreign language they could no longer understand. (8:12) We too must be careful if we go chasing after the wind and give no care to the good words of our Teacher Jesus. We must humble ourselves and remain familiar with the language of the Bible so that the final tragedy may not sweep us up as well, and the Master’s warnings begin to sound like a foreign language to our ears.   





	That was what Hosea tried desperately to teach the people of God in chapter 8. But in chapter 9 his teaching rises to a different level. The prophet seems to be more mournful than instructive. The warning stages seem to have come to an end, making way for the time of lamentation. As if he were watching the people of God from a high place, the prophet grieves for them as they each continues to chase after his or her own empty dreams and desires, as those chasing after the wind. In this chapter, the prophet still gives them the words of God, but not as a command nor as a rebuke, but as the pleading of a mother desperately trying to bring sense into her wayward son. They were like a foolish son lying intoxicated in the arms of a prostitute who was sent to him by his enemy. As soon as he closes his eyes, she will bind him, steal all his money, and leave him for dead. They were like a foolish daughter wasting the night away in pleasure, when she should be making preparation for the storm due to arrive at dawn. Hosea’s message of grief regarding the people of God is twofold. First, he grieves that they were enjoying life in the moments before their death. Second, he grieves that in their wind chasing, they had forgotten who they were and what their purpose of life had been. Finally, grief leads the prophet to show a glimpse of what happens to people who forget the grace of God, and his purpose for their lives. God’s people must listen to Hosea’s words, not as a lamentation, but as spiritual advice for times when they fall into sin. Israel did not listen, but there is no reason why God’s people today should not listen to the only words that can stop them from chasing the wind in time to recover and to stand as tall as God would have them stand. 





	Read verse 1. “Do not rejoice, O Israel; do not be jubilant like the other nations. For you have been unfaithful to your God; you love the wages of a prostitute at every threshing floor.” As long as human beings are in the flesh, they are vulnerable to the power of sin. In other words, as long as we are alive in the flesh, sin is not very far even from the children of God. There are times when a human being knows well that he or she is living in sin, and there are times when he or she do not know that they have now fallen into sin. The question is, what should a person who has offended another person do? The answer is simple. One must first acknowledge his or her wrong, then right the wrong. It is the same with the people of God. The people of God must first acknowledge their sin, then repent of it, and finally turn aside from it all together. But what did the people in Hosea’s time do in time of their sinfulness? Look at verse 1 again. They had been like a new bride caught in the act of adultery. They had been caught in the act of adultery. Even if they had claimed to be blind and therefore could not see who they had been sleeping with, the bridegroom’s cry of distress should have been enough to reveal to them what they had done. But instead of showing a measure of shame and remorse over their sin, they sent the bridegroom away and remained in the arms of their new lover. This behavior had not only been the manifestation of their utter decadence, but also the epitome of their pride and defiance to God. 





	As if their firm decision to remain in their sins were not enough, they were also rejoicing and jubilating. The adulterous bride, in the time of her terrible sin and overwhelming shame, had not been shaken to denounce her wrongs. Of course, the pangs of guilt and shame struck her like lightning at the moment she was caught in the act of adultery. But she was quick to escape her feelings. First, she figured out a way to justify her actions. She spread rumors that her husband was too old fashioned for an enlightened woman like her. Next, she convinced herself that laughter and joy are a good medicine for a heart wounded by guilt of sin. So, she began to make jokes about her sin of adultery, until her friends were laughing together with her. And then she began to find ways to distract her from the nagging guilt of her sin. According to verses 2-6, Hosea accuses her of drowning her guilt and shame in food and wine. In other words, the people of God, who had wronged God in a terrible way, were caught again trying to escape their sins by pursuing the petty things of life such as food and drink. They were the image of the human race, never facing up to their sins before God with sincere repentance, and ever trying to escape their sin problems by medicating themselves with the useless remedies of this world. They were like a dying cancer patient pretending that the cancer would disappear if he or she occupied themselves with housework or sight seeing. Most people are like dying cancer patients when it comes to sin. But like the people of God in Hosea’s time, they go on laughing and joking and working and playing and chasing after empty dreams, as if ignoring the cancer was the best remedy for their cancer. 





	The prophet grieved for them because they were celebrating life on their death bed. They were rejoicing when they should have been mourning their sins. In the Sermon on the Mount, our Lord Jesus said something very strange to most human ears. He said, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” (Mtt.5:4) Why did Jesus, who came to bring the joy of life to lifeless and sorrowful human hearts, consider those who mourn blessed? Because there is a time for everything under the sun. “A time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak.” (Eccl. 3:4-7) According to the word of God, there is a time to repent and a time to be forgiven and a time for healing. And there is also a time when, whatever one does is futile, because the time of opportunity was missed. The people of God were living in sin against God. It was time for them to repent and to mourn for their sins. It was the time to grieve that they had done wrong and time to plead for God for mercy. But they used up the time of opportunity in stubborn pride and in defiance to the words of God which alone could heal them. Hosea grieved for them that in the time of their sinfulness when they should have been seeking God’s mercy, they were jubilating and rejoicing, eating and drinking, living and enjoying the pleasures of life. 





	There was a man named Esau. He was the firstborn, therefore, he had all the privileges of the first born son. God gave him every opportunity to claim what was his by right. But instead, he wasted all his time in the open country hunting for game and celebrating with wine. He was so sure of his inheritance that he never cared to check up on it. Now, his brother Jacob had no claim to the inheritance. But he wanted it so badly, he was willing to do anything to get it, even if it got him in trouble. So, his mother helped him by devising a plan to get the inheritance by deception. Finally, he got the inheritance as he had wanted. But Esau, when he had learned what his brother Jacob had done, went to his father and pleaded with him to give him his inheritance. He wept. He repented all the wasted years he had taken for granted. He grieved over his loss. He made promises that he would change. But none of this could help him. It was not the time anymore. The time when he could have had all that and more had past him by. No tears would help him now. He was left with nothing but regret and revenge for what his brother had done to him. But his brother did not do anything to him. He did it to himself. In the same way, when the people of God, in the time of their sinfulness, try to escape the truth, or hide the truth, or self medicate their problem, the opportunity passes by and there is nothing left but regret and hostility. 





	Read verses 7-9. “The days of punishment are coming, the days of reckoning are at hand. Let Israel know this. Because your sins are so many and your hostility so great, the prophet is considered a fool, the inspired man a maniac. The prophet, along with my God, is the watchman over Ephraim, yet snares await him on all his paths, and hostility in the house of his God. They have sunk deep into corruption, as in the days of Gibeah. God will remember their wickedness and punish them for their sins.” Hosea grieves for the people of God that the opportunity for restoration had passed them by. Now, there was no escape for them from the consequences of their sins. The bridegroom, who had sent many pleas to his adulterous bride to come back home, and who had received rejection after rejection, is now ready to take serious action. He does not want to hurt the bride he loves so much. But her continued adulterous behavior was like poison which spread in the heart of everyone who knew her. She had been chosen to mother all people with a mother’s love. She had been chosen to advertise the grace of the bridegroom to all people of all lands. But even those who were in the farthest lands had heard of her wickedness and had contemplated that she was not better than their own mother, lewd and belligerent; and that her bridegroom was no better than their own bridegroom, weak and permissive. In that way, she had not only brought corruption to her own household, but to all people around her. She was like America today who should be mother nation for all nations, and a nation that brings the gospel of God to all nations, but who has become more like a drug dealer, exporting corrupt culture and western permissiveness to the whole world. She was like God’s people today who should be humble and obedient to the gospel, who should emit the fragrance of Christ to all others, but who are more like a stench and rancid water corrupting all who look to them with their self made gospels that cater to own desires more than to the glory of God. 





	The people of God in Hosea’s time considered the prophet a fool, and the inspired man a maniac. But they did not stop there. Rather they went as far as setting up traps for everyone who spoke the truth of God to them. Hosea grieved for them that what once used to be words of encouragement and of life has become for them the words of a fool. When the prophet spoke, they heard but they did not listen. They considered that the prophet of God was too old fashioned and far removed from the reality of modern culture to understand their ways and their desires. They considered that the prophet spoke words to them that were outdated and obsolete for their generation. When the servant of God who was inspired to speak the words of God spoke truth to them they considered him spiritually unstable and avoided any contact with him. More than that, they also had some fun with the prophet in order to pass the time. They set traps for him with their words. They came up with retorts and excuses and self defense for everything he said to them, leaving no room for him to respond. Their traps were as clever as the traps the Pharisees set for Jesus when they asked him questions they knew there were no answers to. They thought that through trapping the prophet with their skillful words, they were cleverly reasoning out why they should not repent. But in fact, they had no idea of what fools they themselves had been in rejecting the only voice of truth that could lead them away from the cliff they were about to fall from. Sometimes people think they are smart, or very smart, actually too smart to be taken by those who speak the simple gospel to truth to them. They are so clever with words that no prophet can stand up against their arguments. Even when they know that they should right the wrong, they rather spend their time going over arguments in their own mind on how to defeat the man or woman of God who dare say a word of truth to them. People think they are smart when they cleverly challenge God and his servants. But the fact is that they only succeed in silencing the “watchman” or “watchwoman” whom God had set to warn them of impending danger. (8) 





	Read verse 10. “When I found Israel, it was like finding grapes in the desert; when I saw your fathers, it was like seeing the early fruit on the fig tree. But when they came to Baal Peor, they consecrated themselves to that shameful idol and became as vile as the thing they loved.” Hosea echoes the broken heart of God over his people, lost in sin. They had not always been God’s people. Once they were like grapes in the desert. This means that once they were almost non-existent as a people. Once they were lost beyond hope of recovery. Once they had been impossible to salvage. Once they had been nothing. But God had taken this nothing, and had made something beautiful out of it. He had gathered them to himself and build them up in his good word and had given to each of them the best gift of his grace and mission, to be a forgiven people of God, and a people with a clear mission in life to be the heralds of God’s word to the nations. Once they had no privileges. But God had lavished on them too many privileges. Once they had known who they were, the redeemed people of God, redeemed through his grace alone. Once they had known what their purpose was, to bring the gospel of God’s salvation to the whole world. But somehow, in their chases after the wind, they had forgotten that they were nothing when God found them. The more they chased the wind, the more they forgot what the meaning of their life had been. One day they woke up and could not remember who they were and what they were doing there. So they figured they would find an identity and a purpose. And they found it in the desires of their hearts. When people forget the grace of God, they have nowhere to go except back to their own vomit and to the filth from which God had rescued them. Hosea grieved that they had forgotten who they were and so had turned to the filth from which they had been rescued. 





	Look at verses 11-17. In these verses, there is a final grieving of the prophet. He grieves not only for them, but also for their children. People would rather expose themselves to danger, rather than to let anything harmful come to their children. In that sense people are noble revealing the nobility of the human heart. But when a people reject the grace of God and repeatedly spurn his words, something tragic happens. They are in danger. More than that, they expose their own children and all that they love to the same danger. Hosea was not pronouncing a curse on them in these verses. Rather he was simply telling of the tragic consequences when a person or a nation ignore their sins rather than repenting of them, and as a result, forget their true origins. Hosea grieved for them because they would no longer be able to do the rise up to one of the most noble of human virtues, which is to protect their children from harm and to secure for them a bright future. When they ignored the opportunity to repent, and chased after worldly pleasures, they could no longer pass on to their children a legacy of grace, of faith and of mission, but a legacy of shame and guilt. Christians of today must not let this happen to them. When a Christian finds that he or she has sinned, they must not try to solve the sin problem by escaping repentance, but rather stand before God by faith and solve the sin problem with repentance,. Then God, who has found his people like one who finds grapes in the desert, finds them again in order to forgive them and to bless us. Most of all, God also bless the children whom they love, be they physical or spiritual children. In the time of opportunity, let us come to God. Let us also remember our origins and the grace of God to us. And let us also remember the mission God gave us to be the ambassadors of Christ, and the heralds of the gospel to the whole world. Amen.    
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