None Of Them Calls On Me





Hosea 7:1-16


Key Verse 7:7





“All of them are hot as an oven; they devour their rulers. All their kings fall, and none of them calls on me.”





	In the last chapter, the Israelites made an attempt confessing their guilt to God in response to the prophet’s urgent words. But in spite of their beautifully worded confession, God did not accept it, because it was not a heart confession. It had been a confession made in haste only to avert the impending judgment of God, for they did not understand God’s heart. For this reason, God reminded them again that he desires mercy not sacrifice. It meant that God does not credit the habitual or acts of habit, even if they were acts of sacrifice or acts of religion. Instead, God credits only the acts of people’s hearts, acts that come from faith and from a sense of gratitude to God. They had made many sacrifices to God, but they had not done so out of love for God. They had followed some religious rituals, but they had not understood the essence of true religion, which is founded on God’s mercy and compassion and not on man’s sacrifice. They needed to understand that God wanted them to confess their guilt of sin to him not for the reason of escaping his judgment, but because he had loved them and served them but they had spurned him; because he had blessed them and they had not been thankful; because he loved them much and they had loved him little. They needed to confess their guilt with repentance and a decision of faith to love, honor and to serve God from then on. The prophet warned them that they needed to return to God with a renewed heart. But all they could think of was how they could get back on God’s “good side” so that they might go on back to living a normal life and enjoying its pleasure. They really had no spiritual sense to realize that they were standing on the brink of ruin, refusing to take hold of God’s hand of mercy extended to them. They were utterly senseless.





	In this chapter, God laments for his senseless people. He grieves for them not because they were hopeless sinners, for in God there is always hope of forgiveness and recovery from sin. But God grieves for them because they had become senseless sinners, a people without understanding, whose consciences had been seared  by a hot iron and scorched by fire. God laments for them because they were standing in the burning flames of their sinful passions, but they could feel no pain any more. Mostly, God grieves for them because they no longer had the sense to ask God to help them even at the time of their greatest need. Still, in their senseless condition, God their Savior, extends to them his hand of mercy to redeem them and bring them back to himself. In this chapter, God teaches his people what made them so senseless. He also teaches them how they might be redeemed from the ashes of their own burned out lives. 





	Read verses 1-2. “Whenever I would restore the fortunes of my people, whenever I would heal Israel, the sins of Ephraim are exposed and the crimes of Samaria revealed. They practice deceit, thieves break into houses, bandits rob in the streets; but they do not realize that I remember all their evil deeds. Their sins engulf them; they are always before me.” The words, “whenever I would restore” and “whenever I would heal” tell us about God’s repeated healing and restoration for his sinful people throughout history. At the same time, they also describe God’s love for his people, his desire to heal and to restore all mankind from the grip of sin. In history, God had demonstrated his love for his sinful people by repeatedly healing them from sin, and restoring them as his beloved children. In the times of Elijah the prophet, God’s people had finally fallen into the pit of godlessness. They had neglected the holy altars of God, and had built up for themselves temples of idol worship. They had become animists who believed that everything had a soul, even the trees and the earth. So they worshipped the earth and prayed to the trees to give them fruit. They had also become humanists who believed that the chief purpose of life was to insure man’s happiness and to promote his prosperity.  So, they worshipped the gods of mirth and of wine and prostrated themselves the gods of success. They removed God from the center of life, and put themselves and their own interests in the place of God. Thus, in the times of Elijah the prophet, the people were hopelessly godless. But God intervened on their behalf and healed them of sin and restored them to himself as his people. But amazingly, soon after, they returned to their old ways. Incredibly, even their old sins soon looked trivial as compared with the new sins they had evolved into. So, God lamented that whenever he would heal them and restore them, they would soon go back to their sins. Why? Why did sin always find its way back to them, even after God had healed them? 





	That is a hard question to answer. Was God’s healing work in them unfinished work? Was God’s restoration in them incomplete restoration? Surely not! God’s healing work is always perfect and complete. Whenever God heals one of his people, his healing touch is wonderfully whole. Especially when one is touched by the Healing Blood of our Lord Jesus, he or she is forgiven and restored completely. But that does not mean that the sin, living in their hearts is utterly destroyed. Sin cannot be healed nor destroyed completely while men still live in the body. Only in through faith in the gospel and through the hope of the resurrection will sin be utterly destroyed and removed from the body of men. In other words, the people of God, even when the hand of God’s healing is upon them, whether in the times of Hosea the prophet or in our times, must be careful not to invite sin back into their lives. There are foolish people today who believe a false gospel that once healed from sin, sin is powerless in their lives again. They ignore all the warnings of the word of God which teaches us that sin is deceitful and cunning, and lurks at every corner ready to pounce on its prey. They were like the people of Hosea’s time who, after the blessing of God’s healing hand, let down their guards until sin found its way back into their very lives. God healed them time and again. But now God laments that their sins had resurfaced and had engulfed them once more. What had caused them to return to their sins? What on earth could lure a man back into a trap he had already been rescued from? 





	God’s healing touch is beautiful in a person’s soul. It is like warm sunshine after being trapped in a dark dungeon for many years. It is like cold water in the heat of a desert. God’s grace and blessing are too wonderful to the soul to be easily forgotten. But when they are ignored, they are soon forgotten, and when forgotten they invite spiritual disaster. It was the same with the people of God in Hosea’s time. Once they had lived through the misery of life without God. But God found them and brought them to himself. Once they were nothing, nobodies floating in the sea of time  like a grain of sand on the seashore. But God made them a people belonging to himself. Once they had no hope of salvation, but God gave them the hope of salvation and promised them everlasting life in his kingdom. Once they were thankful that God had noticed them and redeemed them from their sorry existence. But now they had forgotten who they had been and where they had been in life. Now they thought they had a claim on God and all that they had was well deserved. Whenever they became so senseless in history, sin always crept back into their lives and recaptured them once again with a vengeance, like an old enemy who had once been beaten, but who now held the upper hand. Once, when God looked at them, he could only see his own shadow reflected through their lives as they lived to please him. But now, when God looked at them, he could only see their sins resurfaced and multiplied ten times over. (1) Worse than that, God could also see that they had become senseless. They no longer realized their decrepit condition. They no longer  could see the sin eating up their insides. (2) They no longer could see the spiritual danger looming upon their spirits. When a person does not hold on to God’s blessings when he or she is touched by the healing hand of God, he or she can be sure that what ever sin he or she had been healed from, is sure to come back with a vengeance. (Luke 11:24-26) For this reason, when we are touched the healing hand of God, we must make every effort to hold on to our blessings and count them and recount them day after day. 





	Read verses 3-9. “They delight the king with their wickedness, the princes with their lies. They are all adulterers, burning like an oven whose fire the baker need not stir from the kneading of the dough till it rises. On the day of the festival of our king the princes become inflamed with wine, and he joins hands with the mockers. Their hearts are like an oven; they approach him with intrigue. Their passion smolders all night; in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire. All of them are hot as an oven; they devour their rulers. All their kings fall, and none of them calls on me. Ephraim mixes with the nations; Ephraim is a flat cake not turned over. Foreigners sap his strength, but he does not realize it. His hair is sprinkled with gray, but he does not notice.” 





	There is a distinct theme running through these verses. The word “fire” is repeated in several variations. In this, God describes his people’s passions and their obsession with sin as a raging fire. Why? Because fire mostly unquenchable; it cannot be satisfied. Because fire, when not confined, cannot be put out. God describes the passion of sin like a fire. He does so because sin, like fire, is unquenchable and rages uncontrollably within the souls of all people. Fire also does not go out until it has consumed everything in its own path. Most people consider sin as a term for pleasure. As such, not many take it seriously. Instead, many plunge into sin to satisfy their pleasures. But what begins as a small flame, ends up a raging fire, insatiable and gone out of control. No amount of pleasure could satisfy the flame ignited in the soul of those who light the flames of sin in their lives. Most people lunge into sin thinking to enjoy the flame of pleasure a little longer. But they soon find out that they had ignited a fire that does not go out. More than that, they soon experience exhaustion and a sense of dullness that descends on their souls like a gloomy cloud. Regrettably, not many realize that after the fire goes out, their souls would be parched, and their hearts scorched and barren as a desert. As fire consumes the forest, so also does the fire of sin consume the heart and soul until the person is left desolate and miserably wallowing in emptiness that follows every single pleasure enjoyed. (9) 





	But the people of God in Hosea’s time did not consider the dangers of the flames of sin rekindled after the time of healing. The flames soon turned to raging fires which they no longer could put out. Once, the flames used to bruise and hurt them. But after prolonged exposure to the fire, all senses were lost and they could feel the pain no longer. Now they were standing in the heat of the fire enjoying its warmth and enraptured by its power. Now, whenever the fire died down a little, they were quick to feed it with the fuel of new pleasures which could keep the fire going. God laments for them because they had no idea that no amount of fuel could satisfy the fire, and when they run out of fuel, the fire would leave nothing but emptiness and loneliness in their burned out spirits. Most people realize the dangers of physical fire as we know it, but not many know the dangers of the fires of sin. But once they have allowed the flames to erupt, the fire burns on and on in their hearts until they are completely consumed. 





	Read verse 7. “All of them are hot as an oven; they devour their rulers. All their kings fall, and none of them calls on me.” Here is another result of allowing the fires of sin to rage freely within one’s heart. The people of God were engulfed in flames, they were burning up, they were weakening, they were dying. But in the time of their distress, they were senseless to call on God. In the time of their need, they did not know what to do to put out the fire. In their senselessness they called on each other to help them put out the fire. But no one could help them because each person was occupied with their own fires. They were like a patient who goes to the doctor for help, not knowing that the doctor has the very same illness, but has found no cure for it. They were like today’s people who seek a remedy for troubled minds and troubled hearts from people who are more troubled than themselves. They were like the teenagers of all time, who once they have tasted the pleasures of sin, think that their fire is stronger and brighter than any other fire, who think that they are on top of the world, who do not know that in a short while, they would find themselves falling to the pit of the world, and not know why they had fallen. They were like God’s people who think they could put out the fire of their own sins all by themselves, and wait and wait on their healing until the fire goes out. But when it does go out, they find that they have nothing left of their souls to redeem. Most people are like this, waiting to put out the fire, until all is lost in the process. The people of God in Hosea’s time were burning, but none of them thought to call for help. None of them thought to ask God to put out the fire. None of them realized that if they let the fire go out by itself, it would be a spiritual disaster, because there would be nothing left to salvage nor to reclaim. 





	Fire is too powerful for mortal man to put out. Human beings have the capacity to ignite the flames, but after that, no one is equipped to put out the fire. Who then can put out the fire? God lamented that his people never thought to call on him for help. God grieved that none of them had asked him for help to put out the fire. In other words, only God Almighty can put out the fire of sin in people’s lives; Only God Almighty can contain and constrain the fire which smolders in the hearts of all people. How then does God do so? God applies the same principle to putting out physical fires to the fires of sin. In other words, fire must be put out by a counter fire. Fire must be fought with fire. In that way, God provided a counter fire to put out the fire of sin in those who call on him for help. God calls the counter fire, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God given to anyone who embraces Jesus as Lord and Savior. John the Baptist said of Jesus, “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I ... He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” (Mtt.3:11) And Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to every one who believes in him. Jesus knew that his people who believe in him would have the forgiveness of God. He knew that they would have the blessings of God and the assurance of eternal life and of the kingdom of God. But Jesus also knew that as long as his people who believe in him are in the flesh, they would have the battle with the flames of sin in their hearts ready to burst into flames. And Jesus knew that his people could not do so unless they have the fire of the Holy Spirit of God living in them, and putting out the fires before they start. God’s people cannot put out the fire of lust or of jealousy or of rebellion or of anger or any other fire, with the water of good intentions, nor with the water of genuine desire. No one can restore what the fire of sin had burned in his or her heart with advice or with medication. The only way to put out the fire of sin which rises to flame in a Christian’s heart is through the fire of the Holy Spirit. When we acknowledge the Holy Spirit day after day as the Fire of God which purifies the soul, then there is no fire which the Holy Spirit cannot put out. We must believe this, and we must ask God to bless us with the continued presence of the Holy Spirit living in our hearts. 





	Read verses 10-12. “Israel’s arrogance testifies against him, but despite all this he does not return to the Lord his God or search for him. Ephraim is like a dove, easily deceived and senseless — now calling to Egypt, now turning to Assyria. When they go, I will throw my net over them; I will pull them down like birds of the air. When I hear them flocking together, I will catch them.” In these verses God tells his people what the fires of sin had first burned out in their hearts. God made man to be humble, humble enough to call on God; humble enough to work things out with his or her spouse; humble enough to understand his or her own children, in spite of the generation gap. But when the people of God allowed the flame of sin to grow within them, it consumed their humility. When humility was consumed, nothing but pride was left there in their hearts. They were too proud to admit their sins, and too proud to call on God to help them. They became like the people of today who know that no one can help them, and yet refuse to ask God for help. They were like God’s people who know they are sinking into the abyss of despair and indifference, but they are too proud to bend the knee and ask God to help them. God says that they are like the foolish dove who is easily trapped and caught by any and every sin in their path. 





	Read verses 13-16. “Woe to them, because they have strayed from me! Destruction to them, because they have rebelled against me! I long to redeem them but they speak lies against me. They do not cry out to me from their hearts but wail upon their beds. They gather together for grain and new wine but turn away from me. I trained them and strengthened them, but they plot evil against me. They do not turn to the Most High; they are like a faulty bow. Their leaders will fall by the sword because of their insolent words. For this they will be ridiculed in the land of Egypt.” Here God laments the most for his people because they had committed the most grievous sin of all. In his mercy, he had extended the hand of mercy to save and to redeem them, but they had rejected it. So, he pronounces woe on them, because they were people who had rejected the only hand which could redeem them. When a person has fallen into a pit, even if his enemy should extend a hand to pull him out, he should not refuse it. So, how much more a person who has rejected the hand of his Father God when his Father God had extended his arm to rescue him from the pit? There is nothing more grievous than a man or a woman who refuse the invitation of God. Nothing more terrible than a man or woman who reject the love of God and his endless attempts to rescue them. No man or woman should refuse the hand of God’s grace and mercy extended to them in time of their need. God in his mercy has given us Jesus, and his words. To reject them is like plotting evil against God. To refuse them is like telling lies about God. God is loving and merciful, not wanting anyone to perish, not wanting anyone to endure the flames of sin even one more day. God is gracious wanting to rescue anyone who calls on him for help. God does not put stumbling blocks in anyone’s name. Rather it is the flame of sin burning and consuming the hearts and minds and souls of men that make them dull and unresponsive to God. We must know that God wants to help us. We must know that we cannot fight the fires of our passions on our own, that we need God’s help. We must know that only the Holy Spirit living in our hearts day after day can put out the flames of passion and purify our hearts. We must know that accepting the redeeming hand of God is also a decision to live by the gospel teaching, and to act according to the will of God. May God heal us day after day. May God help us to maintain his blessing day after day. And may God help us to allow no fire to burn in our hearts except the fire of the Holy Spirit whom God has promised for those who love him. 





� PAGE �1�











