Until They Admit Their Guilt





Hosea 5:1-15


Key Verse 5:15





ìThen I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me.î





	In Hosea chapters 1-3, God lovingly counsels his wayward people to return to him, as a kind husband counsels his cheating wife to come to her senses and come back home. But in the remaining part of Hosea, the setting completely changes from a loving home to a prophetic courtroom. In the prophetic courtroom, God stands now as a judge and brings charges against them with enough evidence to convict them. God charges them with all the crimes they were guilty of and brings in witnesses to testify against them. In this prophetic courtroom, God also pronounces judgment on them. He sentences their priestly nation to destruction, and their people to severe spiritual discipline. Amazingly, through Godís sentence on his people, we can also see Godís hope that through a difficult time of spiritual discipline, they might be shaken enough to return to God. When we consider all the charges God accuses his people of, we see the broken heart of God over his adulterous people who were bent on continuing in their immorality. Unfaithfulness, immorality, prostitution, injustice, excessive wickedness, violence, and so on, were the crimes which all the people, including their priests and leaders, were guilty of. But the question is; exactly what was it that made their hearts so hard that they could no longer recognize the sins they were committing even when the word of God and the prophets pointed it out to them? Why were they not afraid of the coming judgment of God even when every prophesy had come true? That is mainly the subject of Hosea chapter 5. Although the prophetic courtroom was still in session, and the charges against them have not all been read yet, God himself points out to the underlying problem which was decaying his people like a hidden rottenness in their hearts. The problem was that they were not listening to God. And they were not listening because they were proud. The Bible tells us that pride is the root of sin. This means that pride is the one who gives birth to, and the one who nurtures and sustains all the sins committed by human beings. We need to think about our own pride as we consider this passage, and see what God says about how we can cut it from our hearts from its roots. 





	In chapter 4, God speaks to his people Israel and brings a charge against them to convict them of guilt. This chapter again begins with a judgment against them and proceeds to include the royal house of Judah, the southern kingdom. Look at verse 1. In this verse, the charge against them is that they had been like a snare for the people. But the words ìhear thisî and ìpay attentionî and ìlistenî seem to dominate the course of Godís judgment. In other words, God accuses them of the problem of not carefully listening to what God had to say to them. That had been their problem all along. They never listened to what God was saying to them. And even when they listened, they were not hearing what he said. They were like an unruly teenager who begins to sing his favorite song in his head as soon as his parents go into another of their disciplinary lectures. They were like a senseless husband who pretends to listen to his wifeís concerns of the day, while catching up on the sportsí news. They were like a sensitive woman who thinks she heard the man say, ìyouíre fatî when he had actually said, ìwould you like to have some salad?î In brief, they were not listening to what God was saying to them. God was saying repeatedly that they were going the wrong way, that they should stop in their tracks and go back, that the road they were taking was dangerous, that it would lead them to a cliff from which they would fall. But they were not listening anymore neither to God nor to his prophets. They had turned a deaf ear to God and to his words. What would it take to make them listen? Consider this. God has been telling a man to get out of his bed of misery and to walk outside in the sunshine for many years. If he had listened even once to the voice of God, he would have been a mountain climber by now. But instead, he frequently drags himself to the window, and with a gloomy face says, ìI canít. Itís too hard.î And in brief moments of inspiration, when he should just listen to God who says to him, ìby faithî, he listens instead to his own heart which tells him that perhaps another sip from his wine bottle might give him the courage he needs to finally leave his dismal room. But then too much wine makes him drowsy and he ends up falling asleep.  What would it take to make a person listen to the voice of God? It takes awesome humility, which neither he nor the Israelites were willing to engage for their own restoration. 





	The Israelites were not listening to God. In the process they had compounded sin upon sin by becoming a terrible influence on one another. Not all people had been corrupted and become useless to God. Few were in the land who still wanted to do what is right in the sight of God. They resisted the path of corruption. They fought against going in the way of sin. They labored hard to maintain their identity as a spiritual man or woman. But in the end, their legs gave way, their feet stumbled once, then twice and finally they too fell into the pit of corruption with the rest of the people. Why did they stumble and fall? Because God says that their peers helped in setting snares for them along the path. They avoided many traps, but in the end, one trap stumbled them and another trap caught them off guard and they finally fell for the other trap. What sort of snares did their peers lay for them? They were all traps of subtle corruption. Two teenagers were born and raised in a Christian home. They had learned right from wrong, true gospel from false gospel. For years they resisted the pull of the corrupt Christian environment of this century, while their peers continued to live a Christian life of double standards. Their peers did not clearly say, ìcome with us in this wrong pathî. But their carefree influence and their indifference to the spiritual reality and to the word of God were great. Finally, the two teens fell in the snare of corrupt and godless Christianity and now they live two lives, a holy life among holy friends and an unholy life among unholy friends. A woman was wonderfully equipped from a very young age with the power of faith and determined mission. No trap could bind her. No snare could take away her joy in Jesus. But mere resistance to snares is not enough. She needed aggressive faith to remove the snares around her. Finally, she too fell into the snare of a miserable and powerless Christian living passed on to her by the one she loves. Once, she believed that to be a helpless Christian was a sin. But perhaps now she thinks that to wallow in her own misery and to feel sorry for herself is the will of God.  





	The people of God, Israel, had become a snare to one another. Even if there was a holy man among them, they laid snares in his way until one day he was caught unawares and fell into the trap of corrupt living. Even if there was a holy woman among them, their very lives and their very bad influence of living a double life, finally snared her until she became just like them. Their sin was very great before God. Of course, none of them thought that they had been doing anything wrong. They had thought that the prophets who brought the word of God to them had been outdated and ancient and fanatic. They thought that they knew God best and that they knew the way to please God best. They were like those today who say, ìGod is loveî, so whatever we do, God is love. They were like those today who say, ìletís enjoy all the pleasures of sin without a care, because Jesus already died for all our sins.î But how did God view such a way of thinking? Read 2. ìThe rebels are deep in slaughter. I will discipline all of them.î God saw them as rebels. They were rebels because they were rebelling against the word of God. They were rebels because they were not listening to the truth of God, but listening to each other and encouraging each other instead. They were guilty in the sight of God because their rebellious nature did not only affect them but infected the whole nation as well, beginning with their own husbands and wives. So, even though they did not think that there was anything wrong with their free style religion and way of thinking, God considered them spiritual criminals who had been responsible for the massacre of the entire nation. Our Lord Jesus said the same thing when he warned that it is better for one to tie a millstone around his neck and throw himself into the ocean rather than to causes another person to sin. 





	Read verses 3-4. ìI know all about Ephraim; Israel is not hidden from me. Ephraim, you have now turned to prostitution; Israel is corrupt. ëTheir deeds do not permit them to return to their God. A spirit of prostitution is in their heart; they do not acknowledge the Lord.î When they did not listen to Godís word, they not only became an influence of corruption on each other, but they also led each other in the path of sin from which there was no return. According to the book of Hosea, their sins were too numerous to count. But one sin seems to have been their favorite. It was the sin of prostitution or immorality. At first, when their hearts turned even a little towards immoral things, such as unlawful relations with one another, they felt the stab of their conscience. A sense of fear filled their hearts as they were about to go do what they were not supposed to do. But the desire for the things they should not do was too strong, stronger than the fear they felt in doing it. Finally, when they had done what they were not supposed to do, they again felt the stab of their conscience. A sense of shame and guilt came over them and they stayed up a few nights thinking that they would be caught. But they were not caught. Then they said, ìGod does not see what we do.î Others said, ìYouíre wrong! God sees everything. But he does not mind what we do. He is very big hearted.î But there is a problem here. One sin always paves the way for the second sin and then the third sin. In the end, they went from pleasure seekers to pleasure doers. Then they imagined that they had been liberated from the strict laws of God. But they were wrong. Look at verse 4 again. God tells then that they had not been liberated from outdated religion. In fact they had become the hosts of the spirit of prostitution. In other words, they had become demon possessed by a vile demon of unholy desires. Now they were no longer free as they had been free with God. Now they had become the slaves of evil spirits who herded them like animals to the slaughter. Their spiritual condition was so bad that they could not turn back and return to God. People think that it is someone elseís fault that they are so far away from God and do not go to him. But that is not true. One young man told me, ìI cannot believe in God anymore. How can God exist when priests are doing shameful things to little children?î But he rejects God not because the priestsí corruption, but because of his own sins. 





	Read verses 5-7. ìIsraelís arrogance testifies against them; the Israelites, even Ephraim, stumble in their sin; Judah also stumbles with them. When they go with their flocks and herds to seek the Lord, they will not find him; he has withdrawn himself from them. They are unfaithful to the Lord; they give birth to illegitimate children. Now their New Moon festivals will devour them and their fields.î These verses bring us to Israelís real problem before God, what is at the root of all their corruption. If they were to be dragged to the prophetic courtroom of God for an accusation against their own sins, they would surely have used many excuses. Some would have said, ìBut you made me too weak to resist sin Lord.î Others would have said, ìWhy did you not protect me from sin Lord?î. Still others would say,  ìWhere were you Lord when I needed you.î Or, ìI was doing the right thing, but it was he who dragged me with him Lord.î But in reality none of them would have stood up to the conviction of God. God tells them and us very clearly who is the greatest witness against our very own sinfulness and love of sin? In other words, God tells us that all men stand accused before God, and the witness against them is their own pride. Pride has been the downfall of man since the beginning of time. Everything that man does that convicts him or her of sin comes from his or her own pride. A man does not forgive another man because his pride prevents him from forgiving him. Therefore, his pride stands witness to testify against him that when he should have humbly forgiven as the word of the Lord says, he listened to his pride instead and chose to seek revenge. A man is spiritually stagnant and does not make any headway in his spiritual life not because he is weak or helpless or unable to, but because he is too proud to admit that he is stuck and he needs spiritual help. A man does not seek God when he is in trouble because he feels that a professional psychologist can better help him. He is nothing but a proud man. Pride had also been the downfall of Israel. 





	In their pride, they also became proud. Look at verses 6-7. In their pride they went out to seek God and to sacrifice to him and to worship him. At the same time, these verses tell us that they were committing unspeakable and shameful acts before God. But they did not see anything wrong with what they were doing. In fact, they maintained that they worship God and that God is pleased with them. How could they think that God was with them and is pleased with them when they were going against the word of God? They could because pride makes a man blind as well. Pride makes a person so blind that he cannot see where he is going and thinks he is walking to paradise when he is actually walking to Hades. Pride is a terrible disease. It is not a disease of the body but of the soul. Pride makes people ignore God and listen instead to the voices in their heads and to the feelings of their hearts. Pride lies to them making them think that all is well. But in the end, God says that their pride will stand in the courtroom of heaven and testify against them. It will testify to all the sins they had committed in their pride, especially to the sin of not listening to the word of God when God had always been speaking to them. And their pride will accuse them of many such things. Spiritual pride is a terrible thing, a destructive thing to the human soul. The word of God in Isaiah says, ìThis is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.î (Isa. 66:2) Their pride shut God out of his hearts, and made them strangers to him.





	In verses 8-14, God pronounces his judgment on the people of Israel who in their pride had offended God with their lives and practices. Godís judgment would not come all at once, but it would creep on them slowly, eating away at the very fabric of their comfortable and secure lives until it would bring total destruction. Read verse 12. ìI am like a moth to Ephraim, like rot to the people of Judah.î Even though they considered God no more than a pesky moth who interfered with their lives, here God is not lamenting his people attitude towards him. In fact, God is pronouncing the method by which he would slowly bring about their breakdown and their discipline. For a nation to stand, it needs a strong constitution and a solid foundation. Mainly, for a nation to stand at all, it must have God and his words at its roots. Also, for a manís life to stand, that life must have a basic security and a moral standard by which to stand. For a manís life to stand very firm, that life needs God and his words, unquestionably. Israel was a strong independent nation when it had God at its foundation. But slowly they exchanged God for the securities and the comforts of this world. It was those securities and comforts that the moth God talks about would make holes in. When their security had been breached the moth and their comfort had been disturbed by the rot that would set in, then they would find themselves totally helpless and at the mercy of everything and anything, especially their enemies whom they dreaded. Look at verse 13. God hoped that when they had finally seen the falseness of their own security and the fickleness of their own pleasures, they would turn to God for help. But they didnít! Instead what God had predicted happened. Their pride had made them too blind to see their own folly. In their helplessness, rather than turning to God, they turned to their enemies for help. In turn their enemies gave them a few years of relief and then came in and swallowed them alive. 





	Read verse 15. ìThen I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me.î What did God really want them to do when they realized that they were helpless human beings who were in deep trouble because they had abandoned God in their pride? What should they do when they realized that their biggest enemy thus far had been the pride of their own hearts? What is it that would help them in their time of need to recover and to see the face of God again? God answers all these questions plainly. God wanted them to admit their guilt. Simply, God wanted them to be honest with themselves and to humble themselves before God and to admit that they had been wrong. They had been sinful. They had not done as God wanted to do. They had not been listening to the life giving word of God. God wanted them to admit to their guilt so that he might help them and recover them and bring them back to his blessings. It is not a secret that our God detests pride. But it is amazing that our God wants us to cut the pride from our hearts and to begin to listen to him. God wants all his people to listen to what he says in the Bible not so that he might enslave them but so that he might liberate them to eternal life and the kingdom of God. Our Lord Jesus taught us that pride is powerful. And he taught us that to admit oneís guilt is not easy. But he also taught us that only the Holy Spirit of God can convict our hearts enough to make them bend and to admit guilt to God. Therefore, we must pray that God may send his Holy Spirit on us to convict our hearts of sin. We must pray that when we see our sins, we might acknowledge the One who died to free us from sin, our Lord Jesus, and embrace him and give our lives in return to him. It is the only way of true spiritual freedom. It is the only way to please God and to remain close to his heart. May God bless you to open your hearts and to listen to the word of God, and by listening to admit your guilt, that Godís grace and mercy may continue to be with you. May God also help us to be of good influence on our generation, to be the influence of Christ and of his gospel. Amen.
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