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I Bought Her

Hosea 3:1-5

Key Verse 3:1

“The Lord said to me, ‘Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.’”


The story of the prophet Hosea is a remarkable story of love commingled with pain and anguish. God was broken hearted over his people Israel who forsook their love for their Husband God and followed other gods. In doing so, they had become a spiritual prostitute selling themselves to whoever promised them a taste of sinful pleasure. When God betrothed himself to his people Israel, they were grateful that God had chosen them as his bride and people from among all the nations and had promised them a glorious life, a life unlike the life of depraved slavery they had been accustomed to in their bachelor years. They had been the apple of God’s eyes and the joy of his heart. But they did not turn out to be the promising bride they seemed to be in the early years of their betrothal, when they had been full of gratitude and humility. Soon, the bride looked at her sister brides in the world who seemed to enjoy all of life’s pleasures, and her own life seemed drab and dreary and confined by the chastity of her Husband. Soon, she forgot her Husband’s grace upon her and began to complain that life with him had been too rigid and sheltered and constricting. And when her Husband tried to counsel her on the futility of life apart from him, she scorned his counsel and ran off with the first lover who came to woo her to forbidden places. The once grateful and humble bride had now become a spiritual whore whose heart went out to anyone and everyone except to her Husband. She had no idea that the road she had chosen to take would lead her to disaster and spiritual suicide. 


Her Husband God was so broken hearted over her that he did not know what to do about her. He still loved her with a fierce love even though she now despised him and had long forsaken him. In his desperate attempt to lure her back to himself, he had sent messenger after messenger to invite her back to himself. But she wouldn’t listen to any of them. What then could he do? Then her Husband God called to himself a prophet Hosea and gave him a mission to act out through his life all that God’s bride had done to her Husband God, as well as the Husband’s never-ending love for his bride. So, Hosea married a lewd woman who began to treat him exactly as God’s people had treated God. Hosea’s wife abandoned her home many a times and ended up in a bed of adultery, where the prophet had to bring her back. His wife had caused him untold pain and anguish of heart. But God commanded him time and again to accept her back whenever she returned home desolate and wounded from her lovers. This continuous drama of Hosea’s life became the living image of God’s relationship with his bride Israel. It was a broken relationship patched up time and again with the bond of love God had for his bride Israel. It was a story of a romance steeped in tragedy. And the prophet Hosea had to live out this tragic romance in order to serve his Master’s and Friend’s purpose.  


But what Hosea’s Master and Friend, God, required of Hosea was unthinkable and too difficult for any human being to bear. Still, Hosea had borne God’s demand many times in willingness and with understanding. Time and again, Hosea’s wife Gomer had gone off to be with her lovers, leaving him to grieve over her treachery. And time and again, Hosea had welcomed her back when she returned from her profligate adventures. He had done what no other man would have done in his situation. He had forgiven her and had hoped for her whenever she stood at the door with a remorseful face and had vowed to conduct herself from then on in a manner worthy of a faithful wife. Because of this, he had also endured the ridicule and the scorn of his people who did not even consider him a man but an imbecile. Hosea agonized over this, but his anguish was lessened whenever he considered the broken heart of God and the mission he was called to serve. But regardless of his divine calling, Hosea was also a man, a frail human being who was still confined to the fickle human nature. And every time Gomer had gone off again, Hosea’s hope would diminish and his patience would wear out until one day he found himself without hope or patience or compassion left in him. He found that his well had dried up and his heart had hardened. And when Gomer had last left him to join her lovers, Hosea  found that he no longer cared.


It was at this time in Hosea’s life that the compassionate God visited him and spoke to him words that would change his life. Thus far, Hosea had been the model of nobility, a gem of a husband whose attitude as a husband had gone beyond the call of duty.  His grace towards his renegade wife had been matchless. The well from which he had been drawing his strength and his patience and his love had been deeper than any human well. But all the reserves had been used up and the well was now empty. For this reason the compassionate God visited him and bid him to love his wife to the end as God himself loves his people. God knew that Hosea had done more than any man was expected to do. God knew that Hosea had given all his love to his wife. God also knew that Hosea’s well had gone dry. So, how could God expect Hosea to complete the impossible mission he had laid on him? God wanted to teach him that with his own humanity, he could never do that, regardless of how noble his humanity may have been. And God wanted to teach him that it was now time to go beyond his humanity and tap into the divine nature of God, if he were to finish the mission he had been given to finish. God’s words to Hosea in this chapter taught him how to rise above his common humanity and begin to live and act according to the divine nature God has created every human being with. Every human being is called by God to serve some purpose known to God. But we find that our human nature, even if it is noble, is lacking the capability to meet with God’s expectations. For this reason, many among the people of God remain helpless and ineffective. But the few who listen to God’s words find the way to rise above the human nature and in doing so they also complete the mission God had given them.


Read verse 1. “The Lord said to me, ‘Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.’” The words “The Lord said to me” are significant words. They give us insight into the source of the man’s willingness to fulfill whatever command was given him by God, especially this particular command. What the Lord would ask Hosea to do was extremely difficult for a man who had been wounded once too many times by a wayward woman. God would command him to show his love to his wife yet once again. There is a big difference between a command to “show love” for his wife and a command to “bring back” his wife. To bring back a wayward and treacherous woman may not be easy for Hosea who had been betrayed by her. But it is certainly easier than to “show love” to her. To bring her back may take nothing but a resolve to extend a favor or to obey a command. It would be no more than an outward action. But to “show love” to his wife would take an inner struggle and an action of his heart. It would require that Hosea change the attitude of his heart until his heart could once again love his wife as he had once loved her. How could he do so? His words “The Lord said to me” answer this question well. His words are the same as “The Lord convicted my heart”. In other words, even though God’s words to him were difficult to bear, he had taken them to heart; he had let them convict him of what he needed to do; he had let the words of God infiltrate his heart until God’s words became the inspiration and the motivation of what he was required to do. In this way, Hosea was ready to do more than to bring his wayward wife back. He was now ready to love her again. He was ready to show love to her because to love her was no longer a mere command, but to love her was the very conviction of his own heart. Many people habitually obey God, and find themselves unable to finish the task they had been called to do. But those who let God’s words become the conviction of their hearts understand God’s heart and are sure to fulfill their mission.   


Read verse 1 again. God commanded him to go and to show his love for his wife again even though she was loved by another, and she was an adulterous. God had suffered the betrayal and unfaithfulness of his people more times than one can count. But God’s well of love and compassion never ran dry for his people. In fact, God’s well of love and compassion, of forgiveness and of mercy had been overflowing throughout history. It was with this same love and compassion, forgiveness and mercy that God commanded Hosea to show to his wife. It was impossible to show love to her. But God commanded him to show love to her. It was impossible to show love to her again and again. But God commanded him to show love her again.  It was impossible to give her his heart again, but God commanded him to give her his heart even though her heart belonged to another. It was a tremendous command God had laid on Hosea. Why then did God command him to do so? Because God expected Hosea to go beyond the limits of his human love and to love his wife with the love of God. The love of God is not in words, but in action. Hosea’s love must be the action of his heart. Hosea’s love for her must also be limitless not counting the times he had loved her before nor the times he would love her still. His love for her must also be unconditional though she had hurt him and betrayed him and humiliated him and done unspeakable things to him, he must love her unconditionally. God demanded from Hosea to love her as God loves his people. In other words, God demanded that Hosea his servant embrace God’s nature which flows limitlessly with all good things. When Hosea does, then he would be able to serve God’s purpose wonderfully. 


Read verse 2. “So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley.” This verse clearly reveals Gomer’s predicament. She had once been a free woman. But now, she had become a slave and the property of someone else. How Gomer had gone from a free woman to a slave woman is of little significance. What is significant is the fact that she had now become a slave owned by someone else. Once she had been free. But she had abused her freedom and gone off many times to enjoy her sinful pleasures with her adulterous friends. While she enjoyed the pleasures of sin, she never thought about the consequences of her actions. In the end, her pleasures developed an addiction until she became a slave to her desires. Now, Gomer was not only a slave of her desires, but she had somehow also become a slave and the property of someone else. She had been deceived by her desires. She had been deceived by her lovers. Now they had sold her off as a slave. Her situation is the picture of how sin works and what sin does. No one who wants to enjoy a little sinful pleasure thinks that he or she would end up one day a slave of their desires. But sin deceives them and entraps them and sells them off as slaves, until they become helplessly caught in the tangles of their sinful desires. Gomer also became a slave woman. Before, she could return home to Hosea at will. But now even if she wanted to return home, she could not because she had become the property of someone else, and her life and actions were accountable to whoever owned her. Mostly, the Bible commands to stone such women. Mostly the Bible reflects that human beings justly receive the dues of their sinful actions. Mostly, the slave woman Gomer deserved what she had received as a result of her reckless life, the just punishment for her sins. Mostly, Hosea must leave her to wallow in her misery until she had paid back for all the pain and anguish she had caused him. 


But that was not the heart of God nor God’s will, neither for Gomer whose sin lead her to slavery, nor for Hosea who had already loved her until he had no more love to give her. God’s will was that he show her his love. How then was Hosea to show his love to his wife? Read verse 2. “So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley.” Hosea was to show his love for his wife by purchasing her, by redeeming her from slavery. Somehow, her sins had caused her to become a slave and the property of someone else. Once she had been Hosea’s free wife. Hosea should not have to purchase her. Hosea should not have to be so humiliated as to buy back his wayward wife from slavery. But God commanded him to show her this kind of love as to redeem her. It was the perfect image of the redeeming love of God for his sinful people. To redeem Gomer who had brought this tragedy on herself and was suffering the consequences of her own sins, was the picture of the glorious love of God who was ready to redeem his people from their slavery to sin. And the price Hosea had to pay to redeem his wife was also a faint reflection of the price God had to pay in order to redeem his sinful people. L


Look at verse 2 again. Hosea did not have the full price for redeeming a slave. He only had half the price, which was 15 shekels of silver. It was all the money he had. But it was not enough. How could he make up for the price of purchasing his wife? He had a provision of barley in economically difficult times. The barley was worth about 15 shekels of silver, which would make up for the price of his wife. But if he sold the barley, he would have nothing left, neither in his pocket nor in his store house. But Hosea sold the barley, added the money to what he already had and went to purchase his wife Gomer from slavery. What do we realize about him? We realize that he had obeyed the Lord’s command to love her. He had decided to love her with all his heart. He had also decided that his love for her was worth more than the whole world. He had decided that she had been priceless to him, that he would gladly give up everything and sell all he had in order to redeem her. No one thought she was worth a penny. But when Hosea looked at the broken heart of God, he saw that just as God’s wayward people were precious to God, so also was Gomer precious to him. In that way, he reflected the heart of God, our Redeemer. 


What Hosea paid to redeem his wife was almost everything he had in his possession. What God paid to redeem his people was also everything precious to him. God loved human beings so much that he was ready to pay the price of our redemption with the life of his One and Only Son Jesus. Praise God who did not consider sinners worthless, and abandon us to suffer the consequences of our own sins in slavery. Praise God who gave up his all in order to purchase our lives from slavery and to bring us back home to himself. 


When Hosea brought his wife home, what condition was she in? Read verses 4-5. “For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or idol. Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the Lord and to his blessings in the last days.” These prophetic verses reveal what fate awaited the Israelites as a result of their continued unfaithfulness to God. The day would come when they would suffer the consequences of  their sins and become the slaves of a foreign invading nation. In slavery, they would suffer unspeakable sufferings. But after they had tasted the bitterness of slavery, they would look back to the times they had been free as the people of God. They would long for God’s blessing and for times of peace. They would remember that in their Husband’s God’s house they had blessing upon blessing. In slavery they would remember that the commands of their Husband God which one time appeared too confining was actually his sweet blessings. Finally they would seek God from their place of suffering and long to be with him and to return to their home as their beloved bride. At the time of their repentance, God promised that he would rescue them and bring them home where they would be with him forever. This prophecy came true time and was finally fully realized in our Lord Jesus who came to bring the grace and peace of God to all who believe. 


Likewise, Gomer’s condition in slavery was miserable. But like the Israelites, she too had longed to return to the blessings of being Hosea’s wife and to tasting all the goodness of this wonderful husband who had been kind and gentle with her. She had longed for him in her heart. And she had regretted all that she had done. And she had come with a trembling and repentant heart. When she humbled herself, God Almighty sent Hosea to redeem her and to bring her home again, so that she might once again enjoy the love of her husband and home. How then did Hosea treat her? Read verse 3.  “Then I told her, ‘You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will live with you.’” Hosea received her with the grace and the truth of God. He comforted her that from now on she would live with him and he would live with her. These were words of blessing assuring Gomer that she was once again loved and honored as his beloved wife who would live with him and whom he would live with. More than that, Hosea also counseled her that her past life of reckless and immoral living had to end. He counseled her to make a decision of faith to forgo her past life and to begin to live a new life as a woman of faith. Hosea’s words to her reveal his great hope that her time of sin had ended and her time to be a holy woman had begun. His hope was also God’s hope for all his people. When God redeems his people, God also expects his people to give up their past life in sin and to being to live a life worthy of God, and of the grace he had poured on them. 


For those who have been redeemed by the grace of Jesus, his grace is too wonderful, for he had given his life in order to redeem us. Life with God is also as sweet and wonderful as his grace. To live with God, then, is a blessing unlike any   blessing a human being can have. We must learn to appreciate the blessing of life in God and with him. But those who, like Gomer, cannot appreciate the blessings of life with God, and wander in their hearts to the sinful pleasures of the world, eventually find themselves as helpless slaves of their own desires. In time of their suffering, they must not despair, but remember that God Almighty has loved them with an unconditional love and has given his all, his One and Only Son, to redeem them from slavery. They must also learn to make a decision to put aside their past life and to begin to live a life worthy of God. In brief, we must also learn to love as God loves his people, as God commanded Hosea to love his wife. Then we can rise above our humanity and be like our Father God in his endless patience and mercy to bring back his lost flock.

