Break Up Your Unplowed Ground





Hosea 10:1-15


Key Verse 10:12





“Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, until he comes and showers righteousness on you.”





	In the last passage, we find the prophet Hosea echoing God’s sorrow for his people who were recklessly running a coarse of life which would eventually lead them to ruin. While the prophet echoed God’s sorrow over his people, in contrast, his people were rejoicing and jubilating. Strangely, and amidst the inevitability of the Assyrian invasion, they had not sought their loving and merciful God for help. Rather, they had decided that their fate had been irrevocable. And they had decided to adopt for themselves what seems to be the motto of the entire human race of all time, that is, “carpe diem”, or the philosophy of seizing the pleasures of the moment with no concern for the future. Armed with that godless way of thinking, they found pleasure in petty things of life and gave themselves to rejoicing, jubilation and celebration of life. They were like those today who think they are wise to speak of celebrating life, as they lie on their death beds, groaning from the fatal wounds of their excessive sinning. Their illness was hopelessly terminal! But they insisted on enjoying the little time they had left with what little strength they had still had to squeeze pleasure from life. They were dying in their sins, but there was no one among them with enough sense to realize that it was not time to rejoice, but time to mourn. They were on their death bed. But there was not one among them with enough sense to realize that this was no time to squeeze pleasure out of life, but time to grieve for wasted lives and impending judgment. Only Hosea had the sense to tell these optimists and humanists that they ought to grieve and to mourn rather than to rejoice in times of trouble. 





	What made them so senseless as to rejoice in petty pleasures when it was obvious they ought to be mourning instead over their sins and over their bleak future? Hosea explained in the last passage that the underlying reason God’s people became like a dumb animal who continues to graze grass on his way to the butcher, was that they had forgotten their origins. God had once found them under the butcher’s knife. And God had snatched them from under the butcher’s knife and had taken them home to be his own children. Once they had been very thankful for being rescued from under the butcher’s knife. But as time passed and they had grown accustomed to life in God’s protective care, their memory began to slip them, and soon they had no recollection of either the butcher’s knife, or of what their lives had been like without God. And so it came to pass that when they forgot their origins, they also forfeited their lives. They reverted back to a time in their lives before God. They forgot who they were, where they came from and where they were going. In brief, life became vague, and under these circumstances then, pleasures became imperative. Finally, fatalism descended on the people like a dark cloud and swallowed them all up. 





	Which takes us to the theme underlying the next passage, chapter 10. The prophet talks about the damages incurred on them by the fatalism which invaded their lives when they lost memory of their origins or God’s grace to them. What exactly is fatalism? Fatalism is a belief, a doctrine of life. Fatalism is a belief which has ruled the hearts of most people from the beginning of time. Fatalism comes from the word “fate”. Fate is something which has already been determined in a person’s life. From the beginning of time, man wanted to find answers for everything in life. But when man did not look to God for answers, he was forced to look to his own intelligence, understanding and worse of all, his own imaginations. Why is a man born blind? Why does an innocent child die in birth? Why is one man rich and another poor? Why is one man’s skin pink and another man’s brown? Why does nothing remain young but everything grow old and die? God’s answer to all these questions is simple. It is all God’s sovereign will, perfectly designed and tailor made for each precious human being so that he or she might seek God and find him and best of all, to render glory to him. (Acts 17:26-28) But this was too simple and childish an answer for the highly intelligent and sophisticated human being. Therefore, man’s imagination determined that all these things must be happening at random, that there is no real reason for anything. It is the design of the universe that drives all things, including man’s life. Some who still wanted to believe in God, decided that God had fated it to be this way for unknown reasons. Therefore, man might as well accept his fortune, whether it is good or bad. And since everything is fated, therefore, one’s fate cannot be changed. And if one’s fate cannot be changed, then we ought to make the best of what we have. So, “let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die” (Isa. 22:13; 1Cor. 15:32). That, is at the root of what we term as the philosophy of “fatalism”, which has been a source of all kinds of sins and of sinning in our world. 





	Are men’s circumstances of life fated? No, they are designed by God. Is a man born blind fated to live miserably? No, not if he recognizes the sovereign hand of God and seeks to glorify God in his situation? Is an incorrigible sinner fated to hopelessly live and die in his or her sins? No, because fate does not rule their destiny; what will rule their destiny is how they respond to God’s offer of forgiveness, healing and eternal life through the sacrifice of his One and Only Son Jesus Christ. There is no such thing as an unalterable fate in a person’s life; there is only a promise of hope and of life when that person listens carefully to the words of God who alone has the power to change our life and to steer our destiny. But the people of Hosea’s time did not believe this. They did not believe this because they insisted on going to the school of fatalism their fathers put up, instead of going to the Bible school of hope God had put up for them to learn truth and to change their destiny. So, fatalism wreaked havoc in their lives, and reduced them from a godly nation to a godless nation even lower in moral standards than all the other cultures of the world. In this chapter Hosea tells them that they could have changed their destiny if only they had listened to God and labored to bear fruit for God, as was their mission, instead of wasting time studying the art of fatalism.





	Read verse 1. “Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for himself. As his fruit increased, he built more altars; as his land prospered, he adorned his sacred stones.” Hosea once again echoes God’s broken heart for his people, who had not lived up to their purpose in God. God had designed his people to be like a fruitful vine, bearing good fruit for God in season and out of season. So, his people grew like an exceedingly fruitful vine, according to God’s original design for them. But when God visited them to collect some of the fruit of their lives, they refused to give him any. They hoarded it all for themselves. It was God’s rightful fruit. They should have adorned God with it. They should have made beautiful rings of fruit in order to put it around God’s neck in a glorious welcome of the owner. But they kept it away from him. In their determination not to give him any, they had to quickly make use of their new crops so that God would not be able to lay his hands on it. So what did they do? They spent it all on themselves. They adorned themselves with it. They used it to better their own lives. They used it to accomplish their own ends, using it to further their own interests. They filled their lives with glittering things and competed with one another to see who could build bigger houses and rise higher in the world. They really thought that they were smart withholding their lives and the labors of their lives from God. They thought that God was unreasonable to make them work and then to demand that some of the harvest be given to him. They thought that they would be better off and happier if they first took care of their own needs and comforts rather than giving God the glory he was asking for. In the end, they became like robbers who robbed God of his glory in order to adorn themselves with glory. But it did not work out the way they had expected. They were not exactly as happy and comfortable as they thought they would be if they first served themselves. In fact they had been deceived. 





	Read verse 2. “Their heart is deceitful, and now they must bear their guilt. The Lord will demolish their altars and destroy their sacred stones.” The Bible is clear about this issue. As our Lord Jesus says to give to God what belongs to God (Mtt.22:21). But most people think that they must first take care of their own needs, and if there is any left overs, then they might give these to God. Such people, the Bible says, are deceived. They are deceived about everything. And sadly, they are deceived by their own hearts. Their hearts must lead them to the truth. Their hearts must assure them that God who is owner of life and of all life’s fruits is worthy of honor and of glory. But their hearts deceived them that life belongs only to them. Their hearts deceive them that what they labor for is for their own glory and no one else’s. Their hearts deceive them that they would be happier if they adored themselves with human achievements, accomplishments, lofty diplomas, success, and with material possessions. Their hearts deceive them the more glory they seek, the more wonderful life would be. But it is a deception. The heart is deceitful. There is nothing in this world that men seek after which can either satisfy them or make them happy. This reality is evident all around them. They should see it. But their hearts deceive them that while others had no success in happiness they themselves might. In that way, the people of Israel in Hosea’s time were deceived into withholding fruit from God and adorning themselves with it. They had no idea that all of their adorning glory will come to an end, just as it had for those before them and will for those who come after them. 





	Hosea interestingly predicts what their reaction would be at the time their adorning glory is smashed to pieces before their eyes. They would be like the mighty men and women of “Enron” who at one time thought that their adorning glory was invincible, but who had to watch everything they cherished in life be stripped away from them piece by piece until no glory was left, but only shame and bitterness. Likewise Hosea predicts their response to the inevitable loss of their adorning glories. Read verse 3. “Then they will say, “We have no king because we did not revere the Lord. But even if we had a king, what could he do for us?” Their response is utterly fatalistic. They should have had a different response to the loss of their adorning glories. They should have said, “God has justly taken away from us all these things and in doing so, he has exposed the deception which has covered our eyes, and has prevented us from seeing all the wicked things we had done to God and to one another in our mad race for worthless human glory.” That response would have been the same as confessing that the cause of all their troubles was their sin against God. But they had no such confession. Rather they had been the students in the school of fatalism. And their response was naturally steeped in hopelessness and in despair. They confessed that they had wronged God. But they had no schooling in the studies of repentance and of faith. Therefore, their conclusion that they had not sought God, did not lead them to the right answers. It led them to despair. Had they had even a little knowledge in the school of repentance and of faith, they would have known that when a man finds out his sin before God, the better course to take is not despair, but the hope God gives in inviting all sinners to repentance and to healing and to life and to joy unending. But they realized the wrong they had done, and they sat down in the dust feeling sorry for themselves and cursing their luck. They were like those who always think that every bad thing that happens to them is God’s punishment to them, and that God hates them and in his frustration had given them up. So they spend their lives whining over their fate, and comforting themselves with the false notion that since God designed them to be a hopeless sinner, then no effort on their part will every change that. In the end, they too become christian fatalists. 





	The people of God in Hosea’s time to come to the wrong conclusion about the loss of what they considered to be their own adorning glory. They despaired as a result of their loss, and felt sorry that they were being punished for not seeking God. But when God would take away their cherished things, it was his utmost love to rescue them from their deceptions and to bring them to the truth of his words. But to their fatalistic eyes, it did not look like God’s love but like God’s punishment. Why? Because, as usual, God’s emergency intercession is always painful, like the excising of a putrid limb from a body. (10,11) Fatalism however, makes people see God’s loving hand of discipline and of spiritual surgery with a measure of despair and of hopelessness. Fatalism makes them cringe in difficult times and despair in hard times. God was only trying to help his people when he destroyed their altars of false security and took away the human glory they had worked so hard to establish for themselves. But his people could not see, because they were living under the deception of fatalism. 





	For this reason, Hosea recounts for them what their stubborn fatalism has brought upon them so far. Look at verses 4-9. In verse 4 Hosea tells them that their fatalistic view of things had cut them off from one another. First, fatalism had deceived them to withhold their fruit from God. It had deceived them to think that happiness will come if they took the glory away from God and adorned themselves and their lives with it instead. But happiness nor peace never came. Rather fatalism produced for them nothing but lies and deceptions, hostility and bitterness with one another. In verse 5, Hosea tells them that fatalism has also cut them off from God. The school of fatalism taught them to trust their own abilities, and to build up securities in their own systems. But that too was only a deception. All their securities had been false and began to crumbled before their very eyes. Then, instead of seeking God’s security, they worked hard to patch up the rotting holes in their own securities. Of course, that did not work either. So they spent many sleepless night worried and fearful about the next disaster that was coming their way. Why did they not come to God in faith to help them? It was because fatalism had already robbed them of their faith! In verse 6 Hosea tells them that all the things that they once trusted and gloried in would eventually disappoint and shame them. In verse 8, Hosea warns them of the final blow fatalism would deal them. It would make them loathe their lives, until they would rather die than face another miserable day. And finally in verse 9, Hosea relates to them the greatest deception fatalism visits upon mankind. It causes a man or woman to remain in or to dwell on their sins, until in utter despair over their sins, they can no longer see neither God nor the hope God extends to them.





	The question is, what hope does God extend for the man or woman who is caught in the web of fatalism? Read verse 12. “Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, until he comes and showers righteousness on you.” As long as there is still breath in man, there is also time to seek the Lord’s mercy. Fatalism tells man that he is hopelessly lost in sin. It tells him that God had abandoned him. Fatalism tells the troubled soul that fate had dealt a cruel and unjust hand to him from which there is no escape. Fatalism lies to men and women and corrodes the fabric by which they are bonded to God. In other words, it is not easy to plow the hard ground which fatalism leaves desolate in men’s and women’s hearts. Fatalism leaves men’s and women’s hearts hard through years of deception and of bad habits, of false hopes and of unholy desires. (13-15) Therefore, for most people, fatalism seems like a dead end. But it is not so. As long as man has breath, God invites him to plow his hardened heart as the way of hope and the way to God.





	How can we plow the unplowed grounds in our hearts? To plow our the hardened ground in our hearts, we must study in the school of God from the Bible. God’s school teaches us that repentance is the first step to breaking unplowed and hardened ground of the heart. The school of God teaches us that faith is the antidote to the disease of fatalism which causes the heart to harden to God and to his word. And the school of God teaches us that as we plow the ground hardened by years of fatalism we must, at the same time, plant faith so that we might reap his unfailing love. Only by repenting and by sowing faith can the roots of fatalism be uprooted. Only by investing our lives in faith and in the word of God can we reap or experience the unfailing love of God which alone can heal wounds and troubles incurred by fatalism. And when God’s people have decided to plow their unplowed ground and have decided to study in the gospel school of faith and of mission, then their destiny is sure to be changed and shaped and reshaped by the power of God who rules all things by his Sovereign will and power. “Fate” leads all men to despair, and in despair, to also be deceived and cut off from God. But “faith” leads men to hope and to fulfilling their responsibility to give all the glory to God by bearing him the fruits of their lives. May God bless you to throw off the yoke of fate and fatalism, and to put on faith and the assurance of a glorious destiny in Christ Jesus, so that you might always be a fruitfil vine bearing the blessings of God to the whole world. Amen. 
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