He Struggled With God





Hosea 12:1-14


Key Verse 12:3





“In the womb he grasped his brother’s heel; as a man he struggled with God.”





	In the last passage, Hosea made a keen observation about human nature in general, which he also observed to be true for the spiritual nature as well. When a child is left to his own devices and not properly disciplined, he becomes spoiled and is prone to dereliction. But when he is thoughtfully supervised and well disciplined, it is likely that he would grow less selfish and more mindful of his blessings. Whenever a human being goes through times of peace and security, he becomes lax and is prone to corruption. But when he is hard pressed and assailed by many woes, he is likely to be more vigilant and wary, modes and unassuming. In other words, he is more likely to learn his hard lessons the hard way. In the same way, Hosea observed that during the time of God’s favor, God’s people became spoiled rather than humble and repentant, and therefore needed to learn the spiritual lessons the hard way. God had shown them unmitigated mercy. He had adopted them as an only son. He had reared them in the palm of his hand. He had showered blessings on them and sheltered them with his endless grace. But they had grown spoiled and become corrupted. Now, it was time to teach them how to cherish the blessings of God with humility and with tears of repentance. They would learn this the lard way! 





	In this passage, Hosea talks extensively about the blessing his people had inherited from their ancestor Jacob. Jacob had struggled hard to wrest the blessing from God. When he had procured it, he had also grasped it tenaciously in the palm of his hand. And during his long life he had never let go of it. Of such was their heritage, a heritage of blessing upon blessing, passed on to them from generation to generation by men and women of faith who knew the value of God’s blessing. But these people of Hosea’s time had received the blessing from their ancestors and trampled all over it. They had become like the spoiled child who has no appreciation nor sense of value for what has been passed down to him through his parents’ intense struggle to make life work out. They had become like that corrupt child who arrogantly thinks that he would conquer life and wrest its benefits without a struggle. But he would not! He would quickly learn that life’s benefits should have been nursed and maintained with a fierce struggle. Likewise, the people of Hosea’s time has lost their appreciation for God’s blessings and had regarded them as their rightful inheritance to enjoy and not as a sacred trust. They were Jacob’s people, but they neither had Jacob’s faith nor Jacob’s value for the sacred blessings of God. In the end, they would have to learn these things, once again the hard way! 





	Read verse 1. “Ephraim feeds on the wind; he pursues the east wind all day and multiplies lies and violence. He makes a treaty with Assyria and sends olive oil to Egypt.” Isaac, Abraham’s son, had twin sons, Jacob the younger of the two and Esau the first born. Esau was a fantastically built human being even from birth. His body hair was like a garment and its color was unusually red. From his youth, Esau showed a propensity for the outdoors. He grew up to be a skilled hunter and a beloved hero among his tribes’ people. He also knew how to cook delicious food, something that most men of his time avoided to do like a plague. So, he was sure to be his father Isaac’s heir. On the other hand, his younger twin Jacob was a quiet man dwelling among the tents of his father. While Esau was hunting game, leading bands of mighty men into glory, and carrying out the duties of the next in line tribal chief, Jacob was fading quietly into the background of tribal life and events. Finally he slipped into total oblivion and no one took notice of him as the shadow of his brother grew above him ever more powerful. While Esau was making friends and securing the loyalty and devotion of the tribal folk, Jacob was retreating into his own dark world of jealousy and envy, of intrigue and of opportunity. In a worldly sense, who was most likely to succeed? Naturally, Esau was the winner by leaps and bounds, and Jacob was the absolute loser. But in a spiritual sense, where it really counts, who was most likely to succeed? History tells us that while Esau’s name became synonymous with a “spiritual nitwit” or a “fool”, Jacob’s name soars to this day as a patriarch and giant of faith. The question is why? 





	Look at verse 1 again. Esau may have thought that he was feeding on glory and honor, and being fed the healthy morsels and ways of the world. But in reality he was feeding on nothing but the wind. All his intake was empty and all his food was as nothing. He was like a man feeding his soul on air and wind. He was like most people of the world who feed themselves on empty religions and philosophies which hold no spiritual essence and who glean for a crop in a barren wilderness. Esau’s feeding on wind landed him some empty praises from a starving audience. But it did nothing for his soul. His soul was as empty as a windbag filled with air. Eventually, he starved to death. In his state of spiritual famine, Esau even lost his senses as a man loses all senses in the grip of malnutrition. When his brother Jacob wanted to trade him a bowl of soup for the rights accorded to the first born, Esau said: “Sure bro! Let’s trade. This vague blessing cannot fill my hungry stomach. But your soup sure looks good to a starving man.” [“Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to me.” Genesis 25:32?] He was out of his mind to trade God’s blessing with a meal. But regretfully, this is what most people do. After feeding on so much wind, they become bloated with ego and senility, and they are quick to trade all of God’s blessings for a day’s ration of bread. 





	While Esau’s muscles grew larger by the day, Jacob’s soul grew larger by the day. Why? Because Jacob spent 40 years feeding on his mother’s faith. Her faith sustained him when feelings of loneliness and of despair came over him. Her faith became the staple by which he grew to be a man who knew what the true value of things were. Her faith taught him the difference between God’s eternal blessings and man’s temporary benefits. Eventually, he stopped being hand-fed and learned how to feed himself. In times of extreme hardship, he learned to feed himself on faith and on visions and on hopes passed down to him from his grandfather Abraham and his father Isaac. It is a remarkable thing that Jacob, the ancestor of all God’s people, knew the value of spiritual food which only Jesus the Son of God could give. (Jn.6:27) The people of Hosea’s time had been given the spiritual food which had sustained the race for generations on end. But instead of growing fat on faith, they grew fat on pride and on ingratitude. They said to one another: “What good has God’s blessings brought us so far? Nothing but struggles and alienation from all other great peoples of the world who seem to be happier and more secure than we ever were. What’s going on here? Let’s trade our blessings and begin to share their glories.” Finally, they abandoned the spiritual food they had been given and went grazing in the empty pastures of Assyria and of Egypt, which promised them a bowl of soup for the high price of giving up their faith. There they ate nothing but wind and air, became scrawny in heart and gaunt in soul and slowly withered away. They became like all people who refuse to take the only worthwhile food the Son of God can give and go after the empty plates of the world. 





	Read verses 2-5. “The Lord has a charge to bring against Judah; he will punish Jacob according to his ways and repay him according to his deeds. In the womb he grasped his brother’s heel; as a man he struggled with God. He struggled with the angel and overcame him; he wept and begged for his favor. He found him at Bethel and talked with him there— the Lord God Almighty, the Lord is his name of renown!” God was ready to teach them a lesson they refused to properly learn when they lived under his grace and blessing. He was ready now to teach them the lesson the hard way. Times of great suffering would come upon them until they hard learned to humble themselves before God and to say “thank you Lord for all the blessings you had given me”. Times of tremendous hardship would come their way until they had learned the hard way that God’s blessings are worth fighting for; that God’s blessings are worthy to struggle for; and that God’s blessings are priceless as compared with all the empty air they had been feeding on to satisfy their hearts and souls. Once again God reminds them of what had caused such a state of spiritual starvation. 





	God charges or accuses them of scorning all the hard work their ancestor Jacob underwent to wrest the blessing of God, and of all the struggle it took to maintain that blessing across the generations. God reminds them particularly of Jacob’s struggle. Their ancestor Jacob, the man of faith who had procured the blessing for them, had been a man of fighting spirit. From birth to death, he fought the good fight of faith. As a child he fought to come out of the womb first. When he did not come out first, he did not give up the heritage of the first born. He waited for the opportune time and traded the blessing of the first born with his older brother in his brother’s moment of weakness. But Jacob realized that acquiring the blessing of being Isaac physical heir is not enough to satisfy his thirsty soul. He thought he needed to fill his life with something else. So he went in search of love and wealth. When he had acquired both the love of his life, Rachel and wealth of large flocks of herds, he did not settle down like a fool. He realized that such things could not satisfy his inner soul. So he went in search of God. His struggle to find God was intense and fraught with many hardship. Finally, in his moment of unrivaled anguish, he found God. But he did not stop there either. He realized that finding God is not enough. He realized that the struggle could not possibly be over. He realized that he needed a blessing from God, a blessing that would mark his life as God’s property and God’s heir. So he attacked the angel of God, and wrestled with him. One round of wrestling is enough to wear down any person. But when the angel of God did not relinquish the blessing, Jacob kept wrestling with him all night long. Finally the angel said, “Enough! You win. What can I do for you?” And Jacob asked him for God’s blessing and he gave it to him. [“Then the man said, ‘Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome.” Genesis 32:28] After he received the blessing, which was good for him, for his family and for his many descendants after him, Jacob did not retire. His struggle continued to maintain the blessing of God in his life. In the end, he died with the blessing crowning his head as the man who struggled with God and won. 





	Amazingly Jacob was a fighter all his life. He fought for God’s blessing and fought to maintain it as the dearest and most precious asset in his life. He valued it more than his very own life. And he desperately tried to pass it on to his children. When they did not want it, he rebuked them. He urged them. He nagged them. He prayed for them. He disciplined them. For a period of time, like any ordinary human being, he even raised his hands in defeat and gave them up to their own whims. But not for long. In due time, when he saw God’s sovereign hand sweeping the earth through famine, he did not resign to despair. Rather his hope in God resurfaced. After that, history tells us that all his struggle to maintain the blessings of God came back to bless him a hundred fold. His sons changed. His gray head did not go to the grave in sorrow and in defeat as he once had thought. Rather it went to heaven in unrivaled glory. He had fought the good fight. He had won the victory. It was the victory one can win only when his fighting spirit never dies. It was a heritage of faith he had passed to all his sons and daughters. It was the same life giving heritage he had even passed down to God’s people of Hosea’s time. But they were nothing like Jacob. They had given up the spiritual fight. Instead they were fighting the wrong battle (7) while cashing in the blessings of God. They forget that a fighter who does not train soon loses not only his muscle but also his fighting spirit. They were out of their minds!





	Granted, that God’s grace of deliverance was free. But God’s blessing would not be handed to them on a silver platter. God’s blessing must be fought for. God’s blessing must be maintained at any cost. It must be held as a sacred trust and passed on to the next generation. But they had become like most Christian nations of today, who feed on the blessings of earlier generations, but have no desire to bear the cost of holding the blessing. They were like most Christians today who think that God’s salvation in Christ is the blessing which ends all fights, and that they have to fight no more. But they are wrong too! God’s blessing to be used by God in his redemptive work is precious, too precious to be handed down to any complacent Christian. It must be yearned for and fought for through one spiritual battle after another. When we inherit a blessing, if we do not maintain it, we lost it. When we fight for a blessing and get it, future blessings do not necessarily continue streaming through without a fight. When undermined, they are rather given to someone else. And eventually God leads us away to be taught the hard way how to cherish his blessings above other things and value it intensely. 





	But God did not leave his spiritually starving people without access to spiritual food. He again showed them the way of blessing. Read verse 6. “But you must return to your God; maintain love and justice, and wait for your God always.” They should fight the spiritual battle in search for God day after day, for God waits for no one. Rather God’s people must follow him wherever he may lead. And when they have found him, they should have clung to him with all their hearts so as not to lose him. But they had been running away from God and hiding from him among the god-haters of the world. They had been avoiding every call to faith and mission in a world in desperate need of shepherds and Bible teachers. They should also pursue God’s love and justice, and grow in his image of grace and truth through which God is able to shepherd the world he so loves. But most of all, they should maintain God’s blessing through waiting on their God, always! But they hated to wait on God. They hated to live by faith and to put their trust in God whose blessing are born out of sacrifice and hardship. Clearly, when they did not want to struggle to maintain and to spread the blessings, they showed that they did not want to work for God, but they rather wanted God to work for them.





	Read verses 9-14. “‘I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt; I will make you live in tents again, as in the days of your appointed feasts. I spoke to the prophets, gave them many visions and told parables through them.’ Is Gilead wicked? Its people are worthless! Do they sacrifice bulls in Gilgal? Their altars will be like piles of stones on a plowed field. Jacob fled to the country of Aram; Israel served to get a wife, and to pay for her he tended sheep. The Lord used a prophet to bring Israel up from Egypt, by a prophet he cared for him. But Ephraim has bitterly provoked him to anger; his Lord will leave upon him the guilt of his bloodshed and will repay him for his contempt.” In these verses, God charges them that they had forfeited the blessings the moment they stopped heeding the words of God painstakingly brought to them by the prophets God had sent. In these verses, God’s desire to forever bless them with many blessings shines with every hope God had when he sent a prophet to redeem them and another to teach them, and still another to discipline them. But they had not considered the word of God as a blessing that crowns all other blessings. They had not listened to the word of God which teaches them how to fight the good fight of faith while waiting on their God, always. Ultimately, God was compelled to re-educate them in the ways of feeding on his word, and on fighting the spiritual battle armed with faith. God would do so in order to teach them that there is nothing more precious in life than to have and to hold on to God’s glorious blessings. For these, we must fight and not lose. May God bless our nation to fight until the blessing of a kingdom of priests and a holy nation is once again the crown on its head. May God bless our lives to fight until the blessing of “Christian warrior of faith” once again crowns our heads. Amen. 


� PAGE
