No Savior Except Me





Hosea 13:1-16


Key Verse 12:4





“But I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, no Savior except me.”





	In the last passage, God spoke to his people about their ancestor Jacob. Jacob knew the value of God’s blessing and pursued it with all his heart. In fact, his desire to be blessed by God earned him the name in history as “the man who wrestled with God”.  In that way, he secured God’s blessings for himself and for his descendants for the generations to come. For a while, his descendants cherished the words of God and held on to his blessings with their whole heart. But when they had become comfortable in the land of their inheritance, they settled down to enjoy God’s blessings and no longer struggled to maintain it. They became like a champion boxer who sees no need to continue fighting now that he has secured the world title. They were like the champion boxer whose only remaining desire is to retire in glory enjoying all the benefits reaped from previous boxing matches. Soon, the boxer’s glory faded away and all his profits were depleted until he had to hire himself out to train a rising champ who is not half the boxer that he himself had been. When God’s people quit the spiritual fight in the second round in order to enjoy what benefits they had in their hands, they thought that God’s blessing would sustain them through the years of their retirement. They had forgotten the value of the blessing. They had forgotten how important it was to continue fighting to maintain the blessing. When they did not struggle to maintain the blessing, they depleted the blessing in store, and became like a beggar knocking on his neighbor’s door to hire him out for a few scraps. Hosea could not believe how his people, of a long history of glorious championship, had forfeited their world title to enjoy a few years of retirement. He could not believe that they would do such a thing to their own children who were heirs of the blessing after them. So Hosea warned them to go back to the word of God, which is the fountain of all blessings, and to fight the second round in order to regain the blessing and the world title for “the chosen people of God”.





	In this chapter, Hosea reminds them of a time when they had been strong and influential. He reminds them of a time when the mere mention of them evoked terror in the hearts of God’s enemies and commanded the awesome respect of their allies. And Hosea goes on to point out the height from which they had fallen. Now they needed a Savior to help them climb out of the pit of their defeat, and back into the bosom of God. But instead of looking to God their true Savior, they were looking to worldly saviors cannot save them. So, Hosea rebukes them for the way they were trying to climb back to their former glory, by seeking after the false saviors of the world. And Hosea, the faithful shepherd, teaches them again the way of true salvation. In brief, only God holds the way of salvation for those who have lost the way and for those who have lost the fight. Only God can save. Only God is the True Savior. Hosea dedicates this entire chapter to teaching God’s people about God who alone can save them if only they were ready to receive his salvation. 


	


	When the people of God maintained the blessing of God, they were strong. As long as they worshipped and served God, they were a blessed and an invincible nation under God, and the shepherds of the world. As long as they honored the word of God, their influence spanned the earth. But no sooner had they forfeited the blessing and abandoned the word of God, they became like a has been champion, weakened by defeat and frail in his old age, and now begging for food scraps from his enemies. Read verse 1. “When Ephraim spoke, men trembled; he was exalted in Israel. But he became guilty of Baal worship and died.” There was a time when Israel had influence over the whole world. When Joshua crossed the Jordan River into the promised land, he did not know how he would conquer this land of fortified cities and giants. But God had offered the blessing to him only for the taking. God had promised him that he only needed to fight for the blessing and it would be handed to him on a silver platter. When Joshua believed the promise of God and mustered his fighting force by faith, he came across the first defense line, the city of Jericho. Its walls were gigantic and fearsome and impregnable. He should tremble in fear. He should sink into despair. And he should look for an easier target. But instead, Joshua stood taller than the walls of Jericho, looking down on a city steeped in fear of him. Why were they so fearful of little Joshua sitting on a tiny horse? Because Joshua’s influence went ahead of him like an arrow on the wind. He was a man of God who feared and honored God above all else. He was a man who depended on God for all his battles and gave due honor to God for every victory. When Joshua and Israel spoke, the world trembled. 





	But now, the people of Israel had no such strength nor influence anymore. Why? Read verses 1-3. “When Ephraim spoke, men trembled; he was exalted in Israel. But he became guilty of Baal worship and died. Now they sin more and more; they make idols for themselves from their silver, cleverly fashioned images, all of them the work of craftsmen. It is said of these people, ‘they offer human sacrifice and kiss the calf-idols’. Therefore they will be like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears, like chaff swirling from a threshing floor, like smoke escaping through a window.” They lost their strength and their influence when they betrayed God and his blessing and followed the worldly ways of the worldly nations around them. When God called them to conquer the promised land, he also called them to conquer the hearts of all the people of the world for God. God, the Father of all human beings wanted his chosen people to lead all the people of the world away from their false idols and back to the One True God. Through them God wanted to bless all the people of the world to share in the blessings of God for his people. But his people sat down to enjoy his blessings and avoided the work of God. At first they despised and judged the non-believers and pointed many accusing fingers at them for their godless ways. But after a while, when the non-believers continued to prosper, while God’s people remained bound to the Bible ways, they began to envy those non-believers their human-freedom. Their exotic lifestyles which promoted physical pleasure and encouraged material abundance fascinated them. Soon, they visited them and took their advice on life issues. When they curiously visited their worship temples they were so impressed by their doctrine of “everything goes”. Soon, their consciences died and they could not tell right from wrong anymore. They became drift worshipers attending services at the temple of God and then rushing off to attend new age services. Because of this, they had no more strength to do what is right. Because of this, they no longer had any influence on anyone. Even if they spoke about God, no one listened because they were drift worshipers who loved many gods. Hosea was right when he considered that such people’s children are as good as spiritually dead since their souls had been sacrificed to the gods of comfort and of pleasure. 





	Read verses 4-6. “But I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, no Savior except me. I cared for you in the desert, in the land of burning heat. When I fed them, they were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they became proud; then they forgot me.” What were these people guilty of before God? They were guilty of breaking the first commandment. God had given Moses Ten Commandments etched in stone to give to the people of God who had just been delivered from their slavery to Egypt. The first commandment said, “You shall have no other gods before me.” (Ex.20:3) It was the foundation of all the other commandments which would not stand without the first. Why did God command his people that they must have no other gods besides God? Because man was made to worship and to honor God. If he does not give his heart to God to honor and to worship God, then he will most assuredly give his heart to honor and to worship all the false gods that fill this earth. Why did God command man that he must not have any other God besides the One True God? Because God alone can shelter and protect man from this sinful world bent on hurling man to his destruction. But God does not want man to perish. Rather God wants to save man from his own sinfulness and from his tendency to destroy himself. So God Almighty gave his people the commandments, especially the first commandment, so that God might be his people’s Savior and lead them to his salvation. God gave his people the commandment to acknowledge no other God besides himself as a forewarning and a precaution against being led astray by false gods who would seduce and ravish them until they are utterly destroyed. 





	Hosea reminded them how God had proven himself to be their true and only Savior in history. Who could save them from the furnace of slavery in Egypt? No one. But God raised up a leader for them who challenged the power and authority of the invincible Pharaoh, and led them out of Egypt with a mighty hand. The desert is a hostile and dead land that consumes everything in its territory and allows nothing but hardy thorn-bushes to live. But God Almighty sheltered them in the desert for 40 years and provided for their every need until they grew to become a mighty nation under God. Why did God offer them such a glorious salvation in the hostile desert? God himself answers this by saying: “Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years.” (Deut. 8:2-4) God saved them from the desert in order to teach them that “Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth the Lord”. He saved them in the desert in order to teach them not to depend on themselves but always and in everything to depend only on God. God provided the bread for their bodies so that they might realize that God also is the provider of the bread for their souls. God eagerly desired that his people acknowledge that their lives are more than physical, and that salvation is not only a salvation of the body but of the soul as well. God wanted them to see that the God who saves their bodies from death is also the God who saves their soul from condemnation. God wanted them to look to God their True Savior who alone can save them from sin and from death. 





	When our Lord Jesus said, “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well.”(Mtt.6:33), he knew that men are in the habit of looking to the things of the world and to others for salvation. So Jesus taught God’s people not to seek to save themselves nor to look to the things of the world for salvation, but to look only to God their True Savior. Christians today are very familiar with this verse, but not many practice it. In that sense, they too are guilty of breaking the first commandment which commands man to acknowledge no God or Savior but God himself. When Christians go looking for means to save themselves from their difficult circumstances, they are in fact avoiding God their True Savior who demands that men and women humbly come to him in repentance and in faith in order to experience God’s salvation. We must be careful to acknowledge our Lord Jesus in all our circumstances and to turn to him alone for salvation. 





	    When the people of Hosea’s time did not look to God for their salvation, where did they look? Read verses 10,11. “Where is your king, that he may save you? Where are your rulers in all your towns, of whom you said, Give me a king and princes’? So in my anger I gave you a king, and in my wrath I took him away.” They looked for salvation in their own political and social systems. But there was no relief for them there. Their kings and rulers were no saviors. Rather they were selfish people who took advantage of the people’s helplessness and led them even deeper into misery. When one king failed them, did they learn their lesson and look to God for salvation? No. Instead they looked to another king hoping that he would be better than the one before him. So God took one king from them and gave them another and another who could do nothing to alleviate their suffering. What could alleviate their suffering? Only one thing? According to the word of God, they must acknowledge God. To acknowledge God is not so simple. To acknowledge God is also to acknowledge God’s good and just ways and to denounce one’s sinful ways. To acknowledge God is to acknowledge God as the Only True Savior who is able to save man from his sins and to give him a new beginning in God. Today there are many who are seeking a savior, and unfortunately there are many false saviors ready to pounce on ignorant people like a lion pounces on his unsuspecting prey. Today, there are many who promise salvation to man through material goods or through sinful pleasure or even through false doctrines that appease the cravings of the sinful body. But none of these are true saviors. After they establish themselves as kings and rulers in one’s heart, they begin to eat away at the heart like parasites until the person is totally spent. God is wise to command us to acknowledge no God but God and to look for no Savior other than in God. When we accept this, we can live as the most blessed people in the world, full of strength and influence. 





	Read verses 12,13. “The guilt of Ephraim is stored up, his sins are kept on record. Pains as of a woman in childbirth come to him, but he is a child without wisdom; when the time arrives, he does not come to the opening of the womb.” When God offered the gift of salvation to his people, what was their response? These verses tell the reason for their guilt. These verses tell us the extent of their sinfulness and their self inflicted misery. God was like a mother to his people bearing them in the womb, sheltering them and protecting them from harm. In the womb they grew strong and became a healthy nation. Now it was time for them to come out of the womb, be born to God and do his work. But at the time when they should have been born, they recoiled and withdrew further back into the womb not willing to be born to God. How can we understand this better? We can understand their sin when we think of the countless people who know the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection, who know the extent of their sinfulness, who know the love and mercy of God to forgive and to heal, who know that the time for their repentance and new life has come, but who at the moment they must be born to God withdraw back into the womb not willing to come out. Many people have heard the gospel and have been convicted of their sins. Many have thought of the tragedy of living without God. Many have known the pain it causes God to see them swimming in the womb of the world without aim and without purpose. Many, every day, come close to being born to God, but at the moment they must repent and be born to God, they shrink back in fear. What is their guilt before God? Their guilt is their refusing to be born to God as they continue in the ways of the world. Their guilt is not trusting that God who wishes them to be born to him will also care for them and raise them up as the most beautiful children of God. Their guilts are many. But the greatest guilt would be their lack of faith that the new life in God is worth the pain of childbirth. 





	What will God do about his people who are sold as slaves to their fears and their worldly comforts? God would discipline them because they betrayed the God who helped them. (7-9) God would discipline them until they fully despair of themselves and of their false saviors and all their hopes are dashed by the power of the grave and of death. (15,16) Finally, God would rescue them from the power of the grave and reveal himself to them Mightily as the God their True Savior. How will God do that? Read verse 14. “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your plagues? Where, O grave, is your destruction? ‘I will have no compassion.’” Hosea looked to the time when God will send his Son to die on the cross and to shatter the chains of sin and death which keep his people enslaved to their fears and their false idols. He looked forward to the time when all people would look to God their Savior and acknowledge that he alone can save them. Surely, God has fulfilled this promise in and through his Son Jesus. Surely, God has brought us the gift of life, of healing and of salvation through the sacrifice of his Son on the cross. And surely God has destroyed the power of grave through the resurrection of his Son Jesus from the grave. Every day, it is a day to be born again in the new graces and mercies of God. But we must believe that God has destroyed the grave which is like the womb which keeps men trapped in fear. We must believe that life in God outside the womb is life and peace and victory for everyone who believes. May God bless you to look to God your True Savior. May God bless you to be born and be reborn of God day after day through the study of his word which liberates us from death and brings us to Life Everlasting in God our Savior. Amen. 
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